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■ The Bookfcllers to the Readers* - 

WEjhaV not trouMeyou 'with ahng 
Harangue in fraife ofdtir Jul 
thory he ieingfo well known to have he eh 
one of the wittiefi Men, q^hh Jge^ and 
Uksland to the great MadaW de.Maln- 
tenon, whofe Polities and Wit hav4 like^ 
wife mad^ bet famousn^ Europe QveY'\, 
^v liA ottrfrefent De^gn is^ to give ycufqme 
" h account t^ this Edition. We having ol^ 
> ferv^d^thattheComicaJWorh (5/Scarroil 
^ had teen fertetai times Printed at Pari^',^ 
^ Amftenfem, andeWewhere^ thought it 



^' mi^t not prove ma^ae^Me to the En^ 
ghfla Reader^ if we ^t th^ trdnflated 
J$nd colleBedtntatwoVohmeXydnd which 
is^.were the more indu^dtaimdefiaht^ 
in. that the Third Part ofthe-Cmical A«-* 
mance^ as likev^pf&i>€raYofhikl^^ 
and CharaSiers^mdnfiier hen. hefowj^ 
Englifhj andhecaufi paricfUsJVorhsi 
had been TranflatednearFMify Tears ago^ 
from Copies neither fo correH noxfidi*as 
this laft Paris Edition^ from, tj^ch. w^ 
had this Tranflatian. Bejidebs what w^x 
Jormerly Printed of om jtwth^s inBnr^ 



glifii, was fart in Folio, and fart J^ in 
06lavo, and fa couid Mot le hounds oge^ 
ther, ■ Some Perfons may ehjec^f and asky 
f^isnattheCitYR^tnsLncQhere? To 
vohich tveanf-wery It was none efhis, hm 
only father' duf on himy to make it felK 
Our Defign was only to puhli/h his ge^ 
p^ixe Works^ which we have dor.efrom 
the left VdiXis Edition 'j and as to the Ea- 
glifh, wif hofe theTraniflators have done 
therhfelves and you Jufiice^ , Several of 
the Novels hefore mentioned heing inter- 
f^ers*d in the Comical Romance, we 
vere add the Names ofthem^ and Page y, 
for the ready finding oTemy and remain . 

Your Servants, ^u 

Vol. I. Contains, 

The InvijibU Miftref^^. . , Page 25 

The Hifton 0/ Deftiny and Mrs. Star 5 :j ' 

Th^ ImPoJtor Outwitted 125 ' 

Th.- mfiory of Mrs. Czvt 155 

LeanderV HJ^orjt . — — ^ i6y 

The Judge iH her wm Caufi 2P9 

The^ two Rival Brothers 2.58 

The Hijiorjofthe frior of St. Lewis, ' 530 

The two jealous Ladies ^ 57^ 

The Cafriciout Lady 2yp 

Vol n. container, 
Avarice^ Chafiisd ^or, The MiferPuniJh'd^^ pag. 1 

The U/elefs Precaution — 29 

The Hypocrites ^ m 83 

Th^ Innocent Adultery '-. . / J27 

The Generous Lover ^ 17P 

SeleSt Letters and Char^Eter^ 255? 
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NOVEL I. 



Avarice Chaftis'd: , 

O R T H E 

Mifer Puni(h'd. 

I S not quite a thou&nd Yeirs ago 
fincc a prettj Younker, who was 
full as ambitious as pdor, and Iiad 
a greater Itcli to be thought a Gen- 
tleman than a rationil Creature, left 
MoiijiLJiiis of /Navarre, aiid came iii Com- 
pany with his Father to find that at Madrid 
which was not to be got in his own Country, 1 
mean, Wealth and Riches; which are fooner ac 
□uiied at Corni: than any other place, and indeed 
B are 




-:% Jjvarice thafiis^d : or^ 

rare feldom obtained there but by Importunitf 
: and Impertinence. He had the Credit, I canncc 
rinfonn you how it came about, to be received 
as a Page by a certain Fnnce, which Quality in 
.""Spam is not fb gainful, as that of a Lackey iii 
France^ and not much more honourable. When 
: he firft put on his Livery, he was about twelve 
Years old, «id from that very moment might be 
term'd the thriftieft Page in die World. All his 
^Avorldly Stock, not to reckon his Expe^tions, 
that '^ere vcq big, conlified of a wretched Bed 
let up in a Garret, vdiidi he had hired in that Qusur- 
;ter of the Town where his uMafler lived; and 
-^here he pigged every Night with his ventrable 
Pather, *who may be faid to have been rich in 
: grey Hairs, becaufe by procuring him the Charity 
* of '.well-diQpofed Perfbns, they helpt to maintain 
'him. ;At laft the old Gendeman troop d off, at 
r^vhichhis unrighteous Son rejoic'd, fancying himfelf 
r^lready ennched, by that which his Father did 
vnot fpend. From that very Hour he enjoin d hini- 
'felf fo fevere and ftrift an Abftinence, aiiid pra£lis'd 
'*io wonderful a Frugality, that he fpent not a Far- 
■thing ©f that littk Money his Matter gave him to 
keep Body and Soul together. *Tis true, he did 
vthis.at die Experice both of his Belly, which o& 
-ten grumbled at him for it, and of all his Ac- 
s<juaintance. Z)o» Msarcos (for that was our He- 
roe's Name) was of a Stature a little below tlie 
^common Pitch ; and for want of due repairing the 
'Decays of his Pigmy Carcale, became in a Ihorc 
time as flender as a Lath, and as dry as a Deal- 
vboard. When he waited on his Matter at Table, 
>he never took away a Plate with any Meat in it^ 
^ut he dextroufly wbipt the better part into his 

Pocket ; 



The Mifer Pumfb'd. 3 

Pocket 5 and becaufc it could not fo well contain 
Soops, and fuch like Liquids, he made Money of 
a great Numbet of Torches ends, which he had 
fcrap'd together with much Induftry, and thereby 
bought him a pair of Tin Pockets ; by the help 
of which he fbon began to perform Miracles foe 
the Advancement of his Fortune. Mifers are for 
the moft part careful and iririlant, and thefe two 
good Qualities, join'd to the furious Paflion which 
Z)o« Marcos had to become rich, made his Ma« 
Aer to take fuch a Fancy to him, that he was re« 
fblved never to part with fo excellent a Page. For 
this reafon he made him wear a Livery till he 
was Thirty Years di But at laft this Phoenix of 
a Servant, being oblig'd to undergo the Tonfors 
Hands too often, to dear him of his ungodly Beard^ 
his Mailer metanx)rphos'd bis Page into a Gen* 
tleman, and thus made him what Heaven never 
defignd him to be. Now youinuft know his Re^ 
venues were hereby augmented by the Addition of 
Icveral Heals a Day ; but inflead of encrealing like- 
wife his Ejcpences, our Spark (hut his Purfe lb much 
the clofer, as his new Employ, one would have 
thotight, might have obliged him to open it. He 
had heard Stories of fome of his Profdfion, who 
for want of a Valet would call up your Fellows 
that cry Brandy about Streets in a Morning, t6 
make their Beds, and fweep their Chambers, un- 
der pretence of buying fome of their Liquor; 
and of others, who in the Winter got themfelves 
undrcft at Night by your Cryers or Grey Peafe 
or Linkboys: But as this was not to be done with- 
out fome fort of Injuftice, and in regard our Don 
Marcos made a Confcicnce cf wronging every one 
l)ut himiclt> be thought it much better to fliift 

B 2 as 
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as well as he could without a Valet. Hc^ncvcit 
l>urnt but an inch of Candle in his Chamber, but 
what heftole; and to manage it with more Oeco- 
ncmy, always began to unbutton liimfclf in the 
{Street at the very place where he lighted it, put 
it out as foon as he got to his Lodgings, and (b 
tumbled into Bed in the dark. But Aill finding 
there was a cheaper way of going to Bed, his bu* 
lie inventing Genius let him upon making a Hole 
in the Wall, which divided his Room from that 
ef his Neighbour, who no fooncr lighted his Can- 
dle, but our Don immediately open'd his Hole, and 
by that means received Light enough to do any 
thing he had occafionfbr. Being not able to di& 
pence with himfelf from wearing a Tilter at his 
Breech, by realbn of his noble Defcent, which re- 
<]uired it of him, he dapt a Lath into a Scabbard, 
wore it one Day on the right, and the next on 
the left fide, in order to ule his Breeches to ibme 
fort of Symmetiy, and becauie his trufly Whin- 
yard wou'd wcai them out the lels, being equally 
divided between the right and the left. At break 
of Day he flood at the Street-door, begging iii 
iGod's Name for a Cup of Water of every Tank- 
ard-bearer that paffed by, and thus fumiihed him« 
felf with enough of that Element to ferve him fe* 
veral Days. He wou'd often come into the com- 
«ion Hall, where his Maflers other Servants us'd 
,to take their Repafls, and whatever he faw them 
jcat, was fure to comniend it to the Skies, to give 
him fome fc**' of Privilege to tafle it. He never 
laid out a iParching in Wine, yet drank more or 
\s& every Day, either by fipping of that wliich was 
fublickly cryed about Streets, or' elfe by flopping 
I orters that were carrying fome to die Taverns, 

whoai 
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whom he would* ask to give him a tafte of theii* 
Wine, that if he- liked it, he might know where 
to feiid for it. Once riding towards Madrid up- 
on a Mule, he lb dexteroufly cheated the Eyes of 
his Inn-keepers, that hefed trufty Daffh with the 
Straw of the Beds, where he lay; but the very firft 
Day of his Journey, beijig weary of paying £)r hiS' 
Servant's Dinner, who was the firft he ever had, he 
pretended he could not drink his Landlord's Wine,- 
andjiharefbre fent the poor Fellow to find out bet- 
ter, a full League at leaft from the Inn where lie 
then was. The Servant accordingly beat the Hoof ' 
thither, relying upon his Mafter's Honour, who 
neverthelefs fairly gave him the flip, and (b the 
Wretch was forced to beg all the way to Madrid} 
In. Ihort, D&n Marcos was the living Pi<£lure oP 
Avarice and Filching, and was fo.weil known to 
be the moft covetous Devil in Spain^ that at Ma^ 
drtd he advanced himielf into a Proverb, for they 
there called a pinching Mifer, a "Don Marcos.' 
His Mafter and all his Friends told a thoufani 
merry Stories of him, and that, even before his 
Face, bccaufe he underftood Raillery to PerfeiSioji, 
and. wou'd ftand a Jeft as well as a manag'd Horfe 
will Fire. 'Twas an ufual^ying with him, that 
no Woman cou'd be handfome if me loved to takey 
nor ugly if flie gave Money, and that a wife Man 
ought never to go . to Bed, unlefi for the Satisfaft- 
ion of his Confcience he had turned the Penny 
the fame Day. His excellent Theory^ fecondcd 
by a moft cxa£l: Praflice, had brought him toge- 
ther, by that time he was forty Years old, above 
IDOOO Crowns in Silver, a prodigious Sum for 
a Grandee's Gendeman to get, efpecially in Sfai?i. 
But what n^y not a Man five in the compafs of 

B 3 many 
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many Years, who Steals all he can both &om him* 
felf and other PeojJe ? Dm Marcos having the Rc^ 
putation of being rich, without being either a De« 
bauchee or a Gamefter, wasfoon courted in Mar- 
riage by abundance of Women, who lored the 
Moaey more than the Man, and whofe Number irr 
all parts of the World is great. Among others 
that offered to carry the Marriage Yoke with him, 
he met a Woman whofe Name was IfidorCj who 
paffed for a Widow, tho' in truth fhe had never 
been matried, and appeared much younger than 
fee was, by patcliing, painting, and tricking up 
herfelf, in all which Myfteriesi ihe was skill'd to 
Admiration. The World judged of her Wealth by 
her way of living, which was expenfive enough for 
one of her conmtion; and thofe who -frequently 
guefs at random, and love to ma^nifie Matters, be« 
ftow*d on her at leaft three thouland Livers a Year, 
and feme ten thou&nd Crowils in Plate, Jewels, 
and the like convenient Moveables, The Fellow 
that propofed her to Don Marcos tor a Wife, was 
a notable Sharper, one that trucked in all forts cf 
Merchandize, but his principle Subfiilance was felling 
of Maidenheads and making of Matches. He fpoke 
to Don Marcos of Ifidore in fuch advantageous 
Terms, that he fet him upon the Tenter-hooks to 
fee this Miracle, (a Curioiity he had never expre& 
fed for any Woman before) and fo effe6lually pcr- 
iuaded our unthiidung Cully that flie was rich, and 
the Widow of a certain Cavalier, defccnded from 
one of the beA Families in Andaloufia^ that from 
that veiy inAant he had an itch to be married to 
her. The fame I>ay this Propofal was made to him, 
our Marriage^ppimp, whofe Name was Qamara^ 
came f;o call upon him, to introduce him into //¥- 
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€kre*s Compsmy. Our covetous Hindcs was ravifh^d ^ 
to fee the Ncatacfe xiid Magnificence of theHoufe-: 
into which Gamara condoled him, but he was 
much more fo, when this Mafier of the Ceremo- - 
nies aiTarM hirii it belonged to IJidore. He was- 
perfedly tranfported at the Richneis of the Furni-- 
ture, the Alcoves, and Rooms of State, and a Pre- - 
fuflon of (Wect Scents, that rather feem'd proper for 
a Lady of the iiigheft Quality, than one that was to be 
a Wife to i Grandee's Gentleman and no better. - 
Then as for the Miftrefe of this enclianted Caftle, 
he took her for a Goddels. Do ft Marcos Sound hex 
bufic at work between a Damfel and a Chamber- - 
maid, both fo beautiful and charmine, that what- - 
ever Averfion he had to expenfive Living, and a 
great Number of Servants, yet be refolvea to mar- 
ry IJitfore, were it only- for the Vanity tG be Ma- - 
itcf of two fuch charming Creatures. Whatever 
JjiJoi^e fiid to him was utter'd fo difcreetly, that it 
not only pleasM, but perfcSly ravifh'd hlmj and 
what contributed to make an entire Conqueft of hi» 
Heart, was a Collation as nice as neatly ferv'd up,. 
wJiere the clean Linnen and jhe Silver Plate were 
all ot a peice with the other rich Moveables. There 
fat down to this Entertainment, a young Gentle- 
man very well drefl and well made, whom Ifidore ' 
pretended to be her Nephew. His Name was -<fagtf-* 
Jhnej but his good Aunt call'd him Auguftinetj al- 
tho* the pretty Baby was above twenty Years old. 
Jftdore and Auguftinei ftrove whO'fhould make 
hoH Marcos moft welcome, and during the repaft 
belpt him to all the choiceft Bits. Now whilft our 
trufty Mifer laid about him like a Harfj^ and 
craram'd his half-ftarv*^d Guts with Viftuals enough 
to have Med turn eight Days, his Ears were 
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charm'd by the melodious Voice of the Dsiinfel 
MarcelU, who fung two or three paflionate Airs 
to her Harpfichord. Don Marcos loft no time, 
but fell on Uke a Devil, it being at another*s Ex- 
pence. The Collation ended with* the Day, whole 
Light was lupplied by that of four large Candles 
in Silver Sconces, of admirable Workmanfliip and 
Weight, which Don Marcos at that moment de- 
figned within himfelf to reform into one fingle 
X-amp, lb foon as he was marry*d to IJidore. Au^ 
guftinet took a Guittar and play'd feveral Sarabands 
and other Tunes, to which that cuni^ing Tilt Mar" 
cella, and I?iez the Chamber-mttid danced admira- 
ble well, flriking their Caftagnets cxa£Uy to the 
time of the Guittar, The difcreet Gamam whit 
pcred Don Marcos in the Ear, that Ifidore never 
fat up late ; which Hint our civil Gentleman taking 
immediately, rofe from his Seat, made her a thou- 
jand Compliments and Proteflations of Love, more 
than he had ever done to any Female, wilh*d her 
and the little Atiguftinei a good Night, and fo left 
them at liberty to talk of him what they thought fie. 
Don Marcos who was up to the Ears in Love with 
Ifidore^ but much more with her Money, protefled 
to Gamara, who accompanied him to his Lodging, 
that the charming Widow had intirely gain a his 
AfFeftions, and that he would give one oi his Fin- 
gers with all his Soul, that he were already marry'd 
to her, becaufe he never faw a Woman more madd 
to his Mind ; altho' in fober truth he confeffed, 
that after Marriage he would retrench fomewhat of 
that endlefe Oflentation and Luxury of her§. She 
lives more like a Princefs than the Wife of a private 
Man, cries the prudent Don Marcos to the diffein- 
bling Gamara-^ and Ihe docs not C9nfider,continued he, 

■^ ' ' that 
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that the Moveables flic has,^bcine turned into M' - 
ney, and this Money being joined to mine, we may 
be able between us to purchafe a pretty handfom 
Eflate, which by God*s Blefling, and my own In- 
duflry, may make a confiderable Fortune for rlic 
Children Providence fliall bcftow on us. And if 
our Marriage, proceeded he, fliould prove witliouc 
Iffue, then fince I^dore has a Nephew, we will 
leave him all, provided I like his Behaviour, and 
find him no way addi£ted to ill Hufbandry. Do^z 
Marcos entertairfd Gatnara with thefe Difcourfes, 
or fbmewhat of the like Nature, till he came be- 
fore his own Door* Gamnra took leave of him, 
after he had given him his Word, that next Mor- 
ning he fhoidd conclude his Marriage with Iftdore^ 
by reafon, he laid, AfEiirs of this nature were at 
ibon broke off by Delays, as by the Death of either 
of the Parties. Den Marcos embraced his wor- 
thy Marriage-jobber, who immediately afccr went 
to give Ijidbre an account in what Difpofition of 
Mind he had left her Lover. In the mean time our 
amorous Coxcomb takes an end of a Candle out of 
his Pocket, fixes it to the point of his Sword, and 
having lighted it at a Lamp, which burnt before a 
publick Crucifix hard by, not without droppitig a few 
hearty Ejaculations for good SuCcefs in his Affair, 
opened the Door of the Houfe where he lodged, 
and repaired to his wretched Bed, but that rather 
to think of his Amour than to flccp. Ganmm 
came to Vifit him next Morning, and brought him 
the agreeable News that his Bufinefs was done with 
IJidorey who wlwlly left it to his Difcretion to ap- 
point the Day of Marriage. Our be(btted Lovec 
told Gamara he was upon Thorns till it was over, 
and that if he were to be marry'd that very Day, 
- B 5 xt 
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it would not be fo foon as he wiflied. Gdmara ter 
ply'd, it lay folely in his own Power to conclude it 
, whenever he plea&d^ when DonM^cos embracing 
^ him^ conjur'd him to ufe all his Diligence to get 
the ContraA dispatch'd that very Ds^. He ap^ 
pointed Qamata to give him a Meeting after Din>- 
xitr, while he went to his Mafier*s Levee, and waited 
on him at Table. Both met exafUy at the time of 
Affignation, and then immediately went to Ifidore^ 
Houfe, who received theifi much better than the 
Day before. Marcella lung, hev^ danced, Augufii* 
net piay'd upon the Guittar, and Ifidore^ the priii-^ 
cipal A£lre& of this Farce, gave her Spouie that 
was to be, a noble Repad, for which ihe knew well 
enough how to make h€t i^lf full amends afterwards. 
Gamara broudit a Notary, who perhaps was a coui> 
terfeit one. The Articles of Marriage were fign d 
and ieal'd. It was proposed to hoti ms^cos to play 
a Game at Primera to pafs away the time. Hea* 
ven bleis me ! cry'd the aftonilh'd Den Marcos, I 
Uxvt a Mailer who wou d not let me live a quartet 
of an Hour with him, if he knew I was a Game» 
fier • but God be prai^d, I don t fo much as know 
the Cards. How much does it delight me, replies 
Ifidorey to hear Signior Don Mi^rgo^ talk after thks 
manner ? I daily preacfh the £ime Dodbine to my 
Nephew Auguftinei here, but your young Fellows 
are not a Farthing the better for all the good Ad* 
_ vice that is given them. Go, foolifli oblluiate Boy, 
fays Ihe to Auguftinet^ go and bid Martella and 
InejL make an end of their Dinner, and come and 
divert us with their Caftagnets, While Auffiftinet 
went to call up the' Maids, Don Martosy ftroakiiig 
h|s Whifkers with admirable Gravity, Khus carry'd 
on die Difcourfc. If AugufiineU lays he, ha$ a 
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nini to Keep in my Favour, he muft renounce Ga« , 
mini and ftaying our late at N^hts. If hell keep 
good Hours I am* content with all my Heart be 
fiiouM-lie in my Houfe ; but Til have my Windowa^ 
barred, and Doors locked and bolted befere I go to 
Bed : Not that I am in the {eaft jealous in my Temper, 
for I think nothing can be more impertinent, c/pe- 
cialiy where a Man has a virtuous Wif^, as I am go- 
ing to have ; but Hoirfes, where there is any thing, 
to lo(e cannot be too wdQfecur'd againATheives; 
and for my psRrt I ihould run diftraded, if a ViUaiti 
of a Thief, widiout any other Trouble than that of 
carrying off what he found, ihould rob me in an in- 
ftant of what my great Induftry had been icrapisig: 
together for many Years; and therefore, continues 
Bo/z MarcoSy I forbid him gaming and rambling a 
Nights, at the Devi^ffiall road him alive, and I will 
renounce the Name of Bo^t Marcffs. The chole- 
rick Gentleman utter'd thcfe laft Words with (5 
lauch Vehemence Mid Paflion, that it coft Iftdore 
abundance of fair fpeeches to put him in a good Hu- 
mour again. She conjur'd him not to trouble him- 
felf about the matter, affuring him that Auguflinet 
would not &il to at^wer his Expeflations in all 
Points, becauft he was the mofi tradable and the 
beft-conditiond Boy that ever was known. The 
coming in of Angufiinet and the Dancers, put a ft op 
to this Difcourfe, fo they fpent the greateft part of 
the Night in dancing and fingin& Don Marcos 
being loath to give hknfelf the trouble to walk to his 
Lodgings fb late, would by all means have perfua- 
ded iRdore to give her confent, that they might live 
together from that time forward, like Man ani 
Wife, or at leaft that flie would fuifer him to lie ac 
Ixer Htoufe that Night* But our Widow putting on 
- - - B 6 a 
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a tcvae Counteuance, proteAed aloud, that ever 
fince the unhappy Day, on which her Widowhood 
commenced, no Man living had {Hit his Leg within 
her chaft Bed, which fhe referved to her Lord and 
MaAer, nor Ihould do fo, till the Rites of the 
Church were performed ; adding, that in her pre- 
ftnt Circumftances her Reputation would not fufFer 
her to let any Man, but only her Nephew Augujii^ 
net J lye in her Houfc. Don Marcos gare her hi* 
humble Thanks for her Civilities, notwithftanding 
his amorous Impatience. He wilVd her a good Re- 
pofc, return d to his own Lodging accompany'd by 
Gamar4y took his End of a Candle out of his Pocket, 
fixed it to the point of his Sword, lighted it at the 
Lamp of the Crucifix, and inlhort, did every thing 
clfe that he had done the Night before j fo pundlual 
was he in every refpefl, unlefs it were that he omit- 
ted to lay his Prayers, becaufe he thought his A& 
fair as good as concluded, and fo did not want the 
Affiftance of Heaven to farther it. The Bans wcr^ 
foon publiflied,, a clufter of Holidays coming toge- 
ther: In fine, this Marriage, fo much defired on 
both fides, was celebrated with more Expence and 
Formality, than one would have expefted from lb' 
fordid a Mifer, who for fear of touching; histenthou- 
fand Crowns, had borrowed Money ot his Friends 
to defray the Charges of that Day. The chief Ser- 
vants belonging to his Mafter were invited to the 
Wedding, who all concurred in commending the 
happy Choice he had made. The Dimier was 
fumptuous and noble, the' provided at the expence 
of Don Marcos J this being the firft time he had e- 
ver bled in his Pocket, and to do him Juftice, out 
of his Excefs of Love he had befpoke very fine 
Wedding Cloaths for IJIdore and himfclf. All the 
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Guefis departed in good time, and Dm Afarc^s 
mth his own Hands locked the Doors and barred 
the Gates, not fo ofuch to iccure his Wife, as the 
CoStr wherein his Money lay, which he had orde- 
red to be let by his Bed-fide. In Ihort, the marry^d 
Couple went to Bed, and Don Marc^Sy not finding 
all he expe£ted, began even then perhaps to repent 
of his Marriage ; Marcella and Inex were grum- 
bling together at their Mailer's Humour, and blam'd 
their Miihrefi for being fo hafty to be marry'A Inez 
(wore by her Maker me wou'd fooner chuie to be a 
Lady-Siiler in a Convent, than endure to live in a 
Hoiiie that was Ihut up at lune* And what would 
you fay were you in my cafe, (ays, Maralla .^ For 
you have the Pleafure of goine fometimes to Mar- 
ket to buy* Provillons for the Family ; whereas I, 
who am my Lady's Waiting-woman forlboth, muft 
never peep abroad, but live a folitary Life with the 
chafieWife of a jealous Hufband; and as fof the 
Serenades we uled to hear fo often under our Win- 
dow, I now.expefl to hear them no more than the 
Mufick of the Spheres. Yet for all this, replies IneZj 
we have not fo muchreafon to complain as has poor 
Auguft'met. He has fpcnt the*beft part of his Youth 
in waiting upon his Aunt, who has difpofed of hec 
ielf as ydu fee ; fhe has fet a formal Pedagogue o« 
ver his Head, who will reproach him a hundred 
times a Day with eveiy bit he eats, and with his 
fine Cloaths, which God knows whether he camo 
honcftly by or not. You tell me News, fays Msir^ 
eellaj that I never heard before, and I don't woi>* 
der that our Miilrefs'has made fo foolifha Bargain 
on't, when her Nephew adhomres^ is forced to 
pafs his time with us. If I wou'd have believed 
bis fair Proaiifc?, I might eafily have carr/d off 
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the young Spark from bis Aunt before this, but fhe 
has kept me from nay Childhood, and I ought m 
Confcience to be faithful to thofe whofe Bread I 
have all along eat. To toll •you Truth, continued 
JneZy I have no Averfion to the poor Boy, ^'id mufl 
own, I have often pitied him, to fee him fad and 
melancholy by himfelf, while other People ate ma» 
king merry, and diwrting themfelves. ^er this 
manner did thefe Servants entertain each other, and 
rcafon upon their Miftrefe's Marriage. The good 
In£z foon fell afleep, but the virtuous MarceUa had 
other things to mind. No fooner did fhe find her 
Bed-fellow faft, but ihe deals out of Bed, dreffes 
herfelf^ and packs up in one Bundle the Wedding 
Cloaths of Ifidore^ and Ibmc of Dop Marcos 3 
things, which fhe bad dexteroufly conveyed out of 
their Chamber, before the provident Mafter had 
lock'd the Door. Thfe having done, away fhe mar- 
ches^ and becaufe ihe had no deiign to return, fhe 
left open the Doors of the Apartment, which Iftdore 
had hir'd in that Houfe, Inez awak'd not long 
after, and milling her Companion, had the Curie- 
fity to enquire what was become of her* She lifl- 
5ied at Auffifiineih Door, not without fcme littk 
Sufpicion, and fpice of Jealoulie^ but hearing not 
the leaft Noife there, fhee^miaVd eve^ pl^e elfe, 
where fhe thought it probable to find her, but mifs'd 
of her Aim. At length feeing the Doors wide o- 
pen, ihe ran up Stairs, rapt at the Chamber-door of 
the new marry d Couple as hard as fhe could drive, 
whom ihe ftrangely akrm'd by this Noife. She 
told them 'MdrcelU was gone, that ihe had left the 
Doors open, and that ihe was afraid ihe had carry 'd 
offfome things, which fhe never deligii'd to rcflorc 
Don Marco sksi]^ out of Bed like a aiad Man, and 
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im to his Cloaths, bot found them cone as well as 
tbofecf Ifidcye*s\ when turning Uiddenly about, 
to his inexpreflible Mortification, he faw his dear 
Spoufe di fb difierent a Figure from what had 
<^m'd him before, that he thought he (hould have 
funk through the Floor. The unfortunate Lady be- 
ing awakenedib on the fudden, had takenno notice 
that her Tower was not upon her Head. She faw 
it lying on the Ground near the Be<}, and was g> 
ing to take it up; but alas! we do nothing or- 
derly when we go raflily to work, and in Confufion. 
She put the back part of it before ; and her Vi&ge, 
which had not received its ufual Refreihment to ear- 
ly in the Morning, the Glofs of her Paint and Wa- 
Ihes being gone, appeared fb ghaiUy to Don Marcos^ 
that he rancied he faw a Spedre. If he caft his 
Eyes upon her, he beheld a terrible Monfter, and 
if he carried his Sight elfewhere, he found his 
Cloaths were miffing. Ijidore^ who was in a ftrange 
Difbrder, perceived fome of her Teeth hangbg in 
the large, long, and well provided MofiacMz of her 
Hulband, and went about in this Confternation to 
recover them ; but the poor Man, whom ihe had 
iQ difmally affrighted, not being able to imagine 
ihe Aretched out her Hands (b near his Pace, with 
any other delign that to Arangle him, or pluck out 
bis Eyes, retired ibme Paces backward, and avoi- 
ded ho: Approaches widi fo much Addrefi, that not 
being able to come up to him, Ihe was forced at 
laft to tell him, that fome of her Teeth were lodged 
in his Whiikers. Don Matcos directed his Hands 
thither, and finding his Wife s Teeth, which for- 
merly belonged to fome Elephant, a Native of ^- 
fr'ick^ or the Enft'Indies^ dangling in his Beard, 
ilung them at her with a great deal of Indignation. 

See 
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She gathered them up, as likewife thoie that were 
fcaccered in the Bed, and up and down the Cham- 
ber, and then retired to a little Clolet with this 
precious Treafure,' her Painting Brufli, and Ibme 
other Neceilkries ihe had placed upon her Toilet. 
In the mean time Don MarceSy after he had heartily 
renounced his Mak^r, fat him dowp in a Chair, 
where he made forrowful Reflexions upon his being 
fnarried to an old Beldame, whom he found by 
the venerable Snow, which fixty long Winters had 
ftrow'd upon her bald Skull, to be at leaft twenty 
Years elder than himfelf, and yetgvas not fo old 
neither, biit that he might expe^ t(^c plagued with 
her twenty Years more, Augufitnet^ who upon this 
Noiie had got up in hafle, came half dreA into the 
Room, and endeavoured all that lay in his Power 
to appeafe the worthy Hufband of his Aunt by A- 
doption : But the poor Man did nothing but ligb 
and beat his Thighs with his Hand, and fometimes 
his Face. He then bethought himfelf of a fine Gold 
Chain he had borrowed to fct himfelf off on the 
Day of his Marriac^e, but to compleat his Vexation, 
there was nothing but the Remembrance of it left 
him, for Marcella had taken care to fccure it a- 
mong the other things fhe had carried off. He look- 
ed for it at firft with fome Tranquillity, yet as care- 
fully as might be; but after he had weared himfelf 
to no purpofe in looking for it all over the Chamber, 
he found it was loil, and his Labour likewife, when 
certainly no Defpair could equal his. He gave fuch 
terrible Groans, as diflurb'd all the Neighbourhood 
where he liv'd. Upon thefe doleful Cries, Iftdore 
bolted out of her Clofet, and appeared fo miich re- 
newed, and beautiful, that the poor Man thought 
this was the third time they had chaug'd his Wife.. 
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He lo^k*d upon her with Admiration, ani did not 
oqprtfe himfelf angrily to her. At hft he took out 
of one of his Trunks the Cloaths he wore every 
Day, dreAhimfelf, and attended by Augujiinet en- 
quired in every Street after the periSdious Marcelth* 
They look'd for her in vain till Dinner, virhich was 
made up of what they had left the Day before. 
Don Marcos and Itiiore quarrelled with one another, * 
like People that had a defire to Dine, and dmed 
like People that had as good a Stomach to quarrel. 
However, Ifidore fometimes endeavour'd to bring 
back Don Marc^ to his peaceable Humour, fpeak« 
ing to him in as fubmiilive and humble Terms as 
Ihe cou*d think of; and Auguftinei us'd his beft 
Entreaties to reconcile them to each other; but the 
L(j^ of the Gold Chain was more to Don Marcos 
than a Stab with a Dagger. They were ready to 
^ from Table, where th«y had done little elfe but 
quarrel, while Auguftinet all alone by himfelf em- , 
ploy'd his Teeth to the beft Purpofe ; during which 
there came into the Room two Men from the Stew- 
ard of the Admiral of Caftile^ who dcfir'd the La- 
dy Isidore to fend the Silver Phte he had lent her 
for tiftecn Days only, and which flie had kept above 
twenty. IJidore cou'd not tell what other Anfwer 
to make, but that Ihe would go and fetch it. Don 
IMmKj^ pretended the Plate belonged to him, and 
that ne was refolv'd to keep it. One of the Men 
flay'd ftill in the Chamber, left they Ihould remove 
that which they made fuch Difficulty to reftore, while 
the other went to find out the Mafter of the Houfe, 
%vho came, and rcproach'd Ifidore with her unjuft 
Dealing, took* no notice of the Oppolition Don 
Marcos made, and in Ipite of all he faid to him, 
mov'd off with the Plate, and left the Huft)and and 
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Wife qnarclliog about this new Difaftcf. Theii^ 
Difpute^or to yjcak more properly, theic Quarrel* 
was in a manner concluded, when a Pawnbroker^ 
aceompaniedby hi« Porters andFolbivers, came 
into the Room^ and told Ifidorej that fince he was 
it^orm'd ihe was marry 'd to a Man of Bulk and . 
Subflance, he was come to fetch away the Movea- 
bles ihe had hired of iiim, and the Money due iot 
the Loan of them, unlefe Ihe was minded, to buy 
them* Here Don Marcos loft all PatieiKe, he cal- 
led the Broker iawcy Rogue and Rafcal, and threa- 
tened to belabour him kftily. The Broker told him 
he valued not his big words, that every honeft Mlit - 
ought to reftore what did not belong to him, and 
fell foul upon Ifidore with unmannerly Language, 
who was not wanting on her fide to give him as good 
as he brought. He ftruck her, Ihe return'd the Blow, 
and the Floor Yiras in a minute cover 'd with ||e 
counterfeit Teeth *and Hair of IRdore ; and w^ r. 
the Cloak, Hat and Gloves of Don MarvoSy\A\o 
interpos'd to defend the virtuous Rib of his 
Side. While the Combitants were gathering up. 
their things that were fallen ; while the Broker re-, 
mov'd the Moveables, and paid himfelf as honeft 
Brokers ufe to do ; and while all of them together 
made a Noife as if Hell were broke loofe, the Land- 
lord of the Houfe, who lodg'd in an Apartment a- • 
bove, came down into Ifidore s Room, and acquaint- 
ed her, that if they dclign'd t© make fuch a Noife 
as that every Day, they muft e'en go faek out ano- 
ther Lodging. "Tis you, you impertinent Puppy, 
that muft feek out another Lodging, replies Don^ 
Marcos^ whofe Anger had made him look as pale 
as a Ghoft. Upon this the Landlord anfwer'd him 
with a Box on the Ear, aaid our angry hon was look- 
ing 
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ing for his Sword or Ponyard, but MarceJta had 
carry'd them of; Iftdore and Augujtmei intcrpofed 
in the Scuffle, and with much ado appeafed the Ma- 
tter of the Houfe, but not Bon Marcos^ who beat 
his Head againft the Walk, calling Iftdore an hun- 
dred times Cheat, Strumpet, and I'hief. Ifidore 
with Tears in her Eyes anfwcr'd, that a poor Wo- 
man ought not to be blam'd for fetting her Brains 
to work to get a Man of fuch Merit as Bon Mar* 
cos was, and therefore he had more reafon to ad» 
mire her for her Wit, than to beat her as he did ; 
adding, that even in point of Honour, a Man ought 
never to lay Hands on his Wife. Bon Marcos fwca- 
ring moft heroically, protefted liis Money was his 
Honour, and that he was refolv'd to be unmarry'd, 
whatever it coft him. To this the meek Iftdore re- 
plied with a world of Humility, that Ihe would ftill 
Be his loving Wife, tiiat their Marriage had been 
cekbratcd in the ufual Forms, and 'twas impoflihle 
to diffolve it, for which reafon ihe advifed him to 
fit flill and be patient. When this point was pret* 
ty well over, the next Queflion was, where they 
ihould take another Lodging, fince this was too hot 
for em. Bon Marcos and Augufiinet walked out 
to find one, and in this interval Iftdore enjoy*d a 
little breathing time, and with the trufty Inez^ com- 
forted her felf for the ill Humour of her Hufbind^ 
fo long as Ihe law his Trunks full of Money ftill in 
the Chamber. Bon Marcos took a convenient Lodg- 
ing in his Matter's Neighbourhood, and fent Augu* 
ftinet home to fup with his Aunt, not being able, as 
he iaid, to bring himfelf as yet to eat with fuch an 
impudent Cheat. Towards the Evening he camQ 
home as furly as a baited Bear, and as fierce as a, 
Tyger. Iftdore endeavour'd with all her Arts to M-- 
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ten him into a better Temper, and next Morning 
had the Boldnefs to dcfire him to go to his new 
Lodging and fiay there to receive the Moveables, 
that Agujiinet and Tnex were going to carry to a 
Cart, which they had newly hired. Don Marcos 
accordingly wejit, and while he cxpeftcd their com- 
ing, the ungrateful Ifidore^ the knavifli Avguftinefj 
and the jilting In^Zj with all expedition convey 'd 
the whole Subftance of this unfortunate Man into 
a Cart, drawn by four lufty able Mules, went into 
it thcmfelvcs, quitted Madrid y and took the Road 
to Barcelona. Don Marcos who had exhaufted all 
his Patience, in waiting for their coming, went back 
to his former Lodging, found the Doors Ihut, and was 
inform'd by the Neighbours, that they ■ had remov'd 
from thence with their Goods feveral hours before. 
Upon this he returned to the place from whence he 
came, but did not find what he expelled. Immedi- 
ately he went back to the old place, fufpefting the 
Misfortune that had happened to him : He breaks 
open the Chamber-door, where he could fee nothing 
but a few wretched Wooden Plates, an old rufty 
pair of Tongues, a battered pair of Bellows, the 
broken Leg of a crippled Andiron, and fuch like 
precious Ware, which they had left behind them, 
as not thinking it worth their while to encumber the 
Cart with them. Now he was convinced into what 
treacherous Hands he was fallen : He tears off his 
Beard and Hair, buffets his Eyes, bites his Fingers 
till the Blood came ; nay, was forely tempted to kill 
himfelf, but his Hour- was not yet come. The moft 
unfortunate Men fomtimes flatter themfelves with 
vain Hopes. Thus he went to find out the Fugi- 
tives in aU the Inns of Madrid^ but could hear no 
Tale nor Tydings of them. Iftdore was not fuch a 
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Fool as to employ a Cart by by which fhe might be 
-betrayed, but had hired one in an Lin near Madrid^ 
and to fecurc herfelf from being purfu'd, had arti- 
cled before-hand with the Owner, that he Ihould 
flay no longer in the City than was fufficient to take 
up her, her Company, and her Goods. More tir'd 
and weary than a Dog that has cours'd a Hare and 
xnift her, our poor Gentleman was returning home, 
after having Fruitlefly enquired at all the Inns in the 
City and Suburbs, when by meer accident he popt 
full butt upon Marcella. He caught hold of her 
by the Throat, and cry'd out. And have I met ibee^ 
iboK traiterous Baggage, I mil keep thee faft till 
thou hafl reftored every Farthing thou haft ftollert 
from me. Oh! good Heavens, fays this fubtle Dil^ 
fembler, without changing Countenance for the 
matter, how did I always miftruA that this would 
one day fall upon me. ftcar me, dear Mafter, for 
the Love of the Blefled Vilgin, hear me, before you 
ruin my Reputation. I aria a Woman of Virtue 
and Honefly, I thank my good God for it ; and 
fhould you dilgrace me never fo little before my 
Neighbours here, 'twou'd be my utter undoing, for 
I am upon the point of Marriage. Let us flep a lit- 
tle to yonder Corner, and if your Lordftiip will but 
give me the Heariag, I will tell you what are become 
ot your Chain and Cloaths. I knew well enough 
the Blame wou d be laid upon me for what has hap- 
pen'd, and told my Miftrcfs as itiuch before-hand, 
when fte f orc'd rae to do what I did, but fhe was 
Miflrefs, and I a poor Servant. Well, how wretch- 
ed is the Condition of thofc that ferve, and what 
Pains do they take to get a forry Livelihood? Don 
Marcos had little Malice in his Nature 5 the Tears 
and Eloquence of tljis diffembling Cockatrice in- 
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clin'd him to liften to her, and even to believe .whate- 
ver Ihe told him. He walked with her thcrefore.under 
a Porch belonging to a great Houfe, where Ihe in- 
formed him, that Ifidcre was an old battcr'd Strum- 
pet, who in her time had ruin'd feverai Perfbns that 
were fmitten with her, but had faved nothing out 
of all her Gettings, by reafon of her profufe and ri- 
otous Living. She likcwife t«ld him what fhe had 
learn d from Inezy that Auguftinet was not Nephew 
to Ifidorey but a fort of a Kravo, the Baftafd of a- 
nother Whore, and that flie caus'd him to pafi for 
her Nephew, , only to give her fome Authority a* 
mong Women of her own Profeffion, and to re- 
venge her Quarrels. She acquainted him, it was he 
to whom ihe had given the Gold Chain and the 
Qoaths that were floUen, and that it was by his Or- 
der flie went away in the Night, without taking 
leave, that thereby Ihe miglit suone be fafpeftcd cf 
lb wicked an A£lion. Marcella told all thefe fine 
Stories to Don Marcos, not at all regarding what 
might be the Conlequence, either to get clear of his 
Hands, or perhaps to keep up a good old Cuftom 
long ago obferv'd by Servants, which is to lie boldly, 
ana tell their Matters all they don't know, as well as 
all they do. She concluded her Difcouife with an 
Exhortation to him to be patient, giving him hopes 
that his things might be reftor'd to him, when he 
leaft expefted it. And ferhafs never , replies Dofi 
Marcos very difcreetlyj there is* little likelihood 
that a Traitrefsj who has roWd me of my Goodsy 
and is gone off with them, will ever return to re* 
Jiore them to me. He afterwards told Marcella all 
that had befallen him with Ipdore, ever (ince Ihc 
had been gone. Is it poffible Ihe Ihould have io lit- 
tle Confcience with her? fiys that wheedling Devil 
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JUarcella. Ah! dear Mafler, 'nvas not xvithout 
good reafon I pity'd your hard Ufage, but I durft 
not lay any thing to you of it : For that very Evci> 
ing you were roob^d, taking the Boldnefi to tell my 
Miftrcfs, that (he ought not to touch your Gold 
'Chain, {he beat me black and blue, God knows, and 
called me all the Whores in the World. But thus 
the cafe happen'd^ fays lion Marcos y fetching a 
deep Sigh, and the worfi of it iSj I fee no Remedy 
to help me. Hold a little, crys Marcelia interrupt* 
iiig him, I know a cunning Man, a Friend of mine, 
who wiU ihortly be my Huiband, I trufi in Heaven, 
and he will tell you where you aaay find thefe Pco* 
pie, as plainly as if he Siw them. He's an admira* 
ble Man, that's certain, and caia make the DevU 
.fetch and carry for him like a SpanieL The crcdu* 
lous Don Marcos conjur'd her to let him fee this 
Son of Art, Marcella'^iom^'A him to do it, -and told 
him flie wou d certainly meet him next Day in thaC 
very place. Don Marcos came accordingly, not was 
.Marcelia forgetful of her Appointment, telling our 
unfortunate Spark, that the Magician ihe had ipoke to 
liim about, had already begun his Operations to help 
him to his ftoUen Goods, but that he wanted a cer- 
tain quantity of Amber, Mufk, and other Pctfumes, 
to make a Fumigation for the Daemons whom he 
intended to invoke, who where all of the firft Op- 
der, and of the beft Families in Helk Don Mar^ 
cos J without deliberating farther on the matter, car- 
ries Marcelia to a Perfumer's Shop, buys as much of 
thole Scents as ftie told him wou d be neceffary, nay, 
•SLnd prefented her belides with feme Eflences and 
Oils fhe Jbegg'd of him ; fo much did he fancy him- 
iclf obliged to her fpr helping him to a Magician* 
The wicked MarceUa cariyU him to a Houfe ot a 
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very fcurvy Afpcft, where in a low Room, or rather 
a nafty Dog-hole, he was received by a Man in a Gif- 
lock, wbofe Beard reach'd down to his Girdle, and 
who accofled him with a World of Gravity. This vil- 
lainous Impoftor, on whom Don Marcos look'd with 
a great deal of Refpeft and Fear, two Qualities that 
generally go together, lighted two Black-Wax Ta- 
pers, and gave them to me afl^righted Don Marcos 
to hold one in each Hand. He ordered him to fit 
down upon a little low Stool, and exhorted him, but 
his Exhortations came too late, not to te afraid. 
After this, he ask*dhim feveral Queftions concerning 
his Age, his way of Living, and about the Goods that 
were ftoUen from him ; and having looked a while in- 
a Mirrer, and read haJf a Score Lines in a Book, he 
told Don Marcos^ who was ready to expire with Fear,- 
tharhe very well knew where his Things were, and 
defcribed them one after another fo exa£tly tp him, 
that Don Marcos let the Candles drop to go hug and 
embrace him. The ferious Magician blam'd him ex- 
tremely for his Impatience, "and told him the Opera- 
tions of his infallible Art demanded a great deal of 
Circumlpedlion and Care ; giving him to underfland, 
that for Aftions lefs hardy and indifcreet, the Dae- 
mons had forely buffeted, nay, Ibmetimes ftran- 
gled People. At thefe Words Don Mar cos look'd 
as pale as a Criminal after Sentence, and taking the 
Candles again in his Hands, fet down on his fiool 
as before. The Conjurer then call'd for his Per- 
i\jxat%xhax Don Marcos had bought, and which the 
perfidious Marcella immediately gave to him. Hi- 
therto Ihe had been a Speflatrefs of the Ceremony, 
but now he commanded her to quit the Room,becaule, 
fays he, the Devils don't like the Company of Wo- 
men. Marcella at her going out made a profouiid 
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Reverence, and the Magician drawing near a litdc 
Pan ot Coals, made as if he threw Don MarcosWtX'* 
fumes upon the lighted Charcoal, but indeed caft a 
noifome Compofition into it, which tais'd fo thick 
and difinal a Smoak, that the Magician, who impru- 
dently lean'd over the Pan, had like to have been 
fuffocatcd by it. He cough'd leveral times to expec- 
torate the Steams he had fuck'd in, and that with (• 
much Violence, that his long venerable Beard, wfaicli 
was not of the growth of his Chin, and had been ill- 
faftncd on, felldown, and dilcovered him to be the 
pernicious Gamara. Don Marcos caught hold of 
him by the Throat, and griped and fqueez*d him like 
any HerculeSy crying out at the feme time I'hicf^ 
Thief, in a Ihrill, terrible Voice. As it happened, 
a Magiflrate was going down the Street at that time, 
who enter'd the Home, from whence fuch difinal 
Cries proceeded that alarm'd all the Neighbourhood; 
for you muft know, Gamara^ whom Don Marcos 
held all this while by the Throat, roar'd out as loud 
as he codd for the Heart of him. The 6rft. Perfoa 
the Officers feiz'd, vna&MarcellAy and after breaking 
open the Door of this Mjigical Apartment, found Z)o» 
Marcos and Gamard very lovingly hugging and tug- 

ting one another about the Room. The Provoft 
new Gamara at firft flght, whom he had been hun- 
ting after a good while, and had ordered to be ap- 
Erehended for a Pick-Pqcket, a Cock-Baud, and a- 
ove all, a notorious Thief. He hurried him away 
to Pdfofl, together with Don Marcos and Marcdla^ 
took anbiventoryofalltheGoodsintheHoufe, and 
iaw them carefully locked up. Don Marcos was ei>- 
larg'd, upon his MaJkr*s Security, that he fhould 
appear next Day. Accordingly he came as Evidence 
againft G^Ptara and MarcelU^ who. were plainly 
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convi£led of having robbed him of his Goods, Aat 
were found fiifc and untoucht, among feyeral other 
things that hadJbeen fet down in the Inventory. Some 
6f thefe Qamara had ftok, and the reft were pawn d 
CO him, for he was a yewhy Religion, and confe- 
quently an IJTurer by Profeffion. When he was ap- 
prehended, he wasjuft upon marrying iJ/^a^r^Z/^z, whD 
'Was to have broucht him by way of Portion, befides 
the Things fhe had fiollen from Don MarcaSy a 
Dexterity in ftealing little inferiour to his, a pliant 
Wit, caplble of learning any thing that could be 
-Ihewn her J nay, even of furpafling it : And lafily, a 
-wholfome, juiey young Carca^ confidering it had 
been fo often bought and fold, and had endured fo 
j!nany heavy Shocks and Fatigues in the Manfions ct 
Fornication. The Cafe appeared (o plain on Dopi 
Marcoys fide, who was fupported by the Credit of 
his Mafler, that he had his Goods immediately re- 
ilor'd him. Gamara was fent to the Gallies for the 
remainder part of his Life j MarctUa was foundly 
'whipt, and baniflit ; and moreover, all People thought 
^hat both the 7^w and his Wife elea had been too 
^favourably dealt by. As for Don Marcos , he was not 
fo well pleafed with having his Things again, and 
Icing reveng'd on Gamara and ManeJUy as vex'd 
that this great Impoftor did not prove a Magician. 
The lofs of his Ten thoufand Crowns had almoft 
^turn d his Brain. He went every Day to enquire at 
a]] the Inns in Mxtdrii attcr thofe Darlings of his, and 
at laft met with two Muleteers lately retura d from 
■B^cehna, who told him, that about four or five 
Days Journey from Madrid {tity had met a Cart upon 
.the Road laden with Goods, with two Women and 
a Man riding behiiid, and that they had been forc'd 
to, make an hak at ^lon^ by reafon that two of the 
' ' " ' Fellow* 
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Fellow's Mules had been killed with bcin^ ovcr-la- 
fcour'd. They defcribed this Man and the two Wo- 
meiyib well to him, and the Marks they gave them 
fo fitted Iftdorey Inexj and Au^ujlinet^ that without 
farther deliberation hcdilguifed himfelf in the Habit 
of a Pilgrim ; and having obtained from his Matter 
Letters of Recommendation to the Viceroy of Cata" 
loniay and from the Bench of Juflice a Decree for 
his fugitive Wife, he took the Road tovirards Ear^ 
tehna^ fomethies beating it upon thfe Hoof, fbmc- 
times on Horfeback, and arrived there in few Days, 
He went towards the Harbour to take a Lodging 
there, where the firft thing that greeted his nghc 
were his own Coffers, that were carrying to a Boat, 
with Augujiinety Ifidore, and Inez attending them, 
which was to convey them to the Veffel that waitei 
for them in the Road, wherein they defigned to ira- 
bark for NafJes. Bon Marcos followed his Eiie- 
mies, and threw himfelf like a Lion into the Long- 
jboat. They did not know him, by rcafon of his 
huge flappijig Pilgrim's Hat, that eclipfed his little 
Countenance, but took him to be fome Pilgrim going 
to LorettOj as did the Seamen to be one Si Augufti^ 
nei\ Coinpany. Don Marcos was in the flrangeil 
Perplexity of Muid imaeinable, not fo much to think 
what would become of him, as of his dear^ dear 
' Trunks, All thb while the Long-boat made the bell 
of her way to the Merchant-Man, and laiVd fo fwifr, 
that t)Jon Marcos being puzzled with what his Brains 
were hammering, found himfelf dircdUy under thct 
Veilel, when he thought himfelf at a great diftance 
from it. The Sailors now began to heave up the 
Trunks,which awaken dZ)©« Mat cos out of his Con- 
templations, who always kept his Eye upon the dcar- 
cft of his Trunks, wherein his Money was lodged. 
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. JV Seaman at lafi came to take up this very indWidtH 
al Trunk, and began toiaften it with a thick Cord 
-:that was let down fiom the Veffcl in a Pulley. Now 
vit was that Bon Marcos forgot himfelf, for he law 
>his Trunk ty'd up.jufl by him, and did not ilir; but 
at laft feeing It mount in the Air, he cought hold of 
4t with both Hands by one of the Iron Rings that fer* 
ved to lift it fiom the Ground, being refolved not 
to part with it. And perhaps he had accomplifli'd 
.his Ends, for whativiU not a covetous Wretch do to 
vprclerve his Pdf ? had not by ill Fortune this Trunk 
parted from the reft, and falling plumb upon the Head 
-^ofthis unlucky Gentleman, who, for all that, woud 
not qmt his hold, beat him down to the Bottom of 
^thc Set, or if you pleafe to the Regions of Ereht^s. 
J^idcre^ Inez J and Augujiinet knew him juft at the 
Yery Minute he funk with the d«ir Trunk, the lofi 
of which troubled them infinitely more than any Ap- 
,jprchenfions they had from the revengeful Don Mar^ 
tOss* jitfgufiinet car^^ at the lofs of his Mon^y, and 
not being able to mafter his Faffion, ftruck the Sea- 
Lilian, who had tied the Trunks fo carelefly, with 
. all his Force. The Tar, in requital, gave him 4t 
theartier Blow, ^hich threw him headJopg into the 
r^Sea. Aslie fell Over-board, he took the unforti>- 
tatt J^dore with him, who held by nothing, and 
io accompany'd her beloved Auguftinet^ who againft 
ilia Inclination accompany'd Don Marcos. Iner, 
imbark'din the Veffel with the reft of the Goods, 
-which ihe i^^nt in a Ihort time ifter at NafleSj 
laioA when ihe had for a long while exercis'd the 
•^laudable Profeffion of « Whore there, went off 
riike one, thatis to lay, if A in an Hofpiu 1 • 
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Gentleman oF Gi^^«^^, whofc trae Nam« * 
I don'c think fit to difcover, but will call:' 
him Don Pedro de Cafiihy Artflgon^ To. 
, ledo, or what you pleafe, courteous Rea* 
der^ iiiice, after all, one Name cofts a Man 
no more than another; for which reafon perhaps the 
Spaniards J not content with their own Names, be—- 
ftow upon themfelves the moft magnificent ones they 
can think of, and fometimes tack two or three toge- - 
ther, that are as long as a JfeJjb Pedigree. But to 
quit this Digreflion, thft above-mention d Don Pedra i 
at the age of Twenty found himfelf without cither 
Father or Mother, and moreover exceeding rich ; 
which Circumftances, when they meet in the fame 
Perfon, very often help to (poil him, if he be born 
with no great flock of Brains ; but if otherwife, put 
him in a Capacity of making what Figure he pleafes* . 
During the Year of Mourning, he difcreetly abHain d:. 
from moft qf thofeDiverfions to which young Gen* 
tlemen of his Age are addi£led, and wholly imploy'd 
his Time in .ta0ng an exa<S Survey of his Eflate, 
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and fettling his Afiairs. He was well made as to his 
Peribn, had abundance of Wit, andbehav'd himfelf 
(young as he was) with the Prudence ajid Circum- 
lpe6iion of an old Man : There was noc a Fortune 
in aD Granada which he might not juflly pretend to^ 
t)or a Father that thought fe well of his Daughter, 
but would be glad with all his Heart to accept him 
fv^r a Son-in-Law. Among (everal handibm Ladies, 
xvho at that time difputed the Empire of Hearts in 
that City, there was one that had Charms enough 
to conquer that of Don Fedro ; her Name was Sera* 
^/&/>^/ beautiful as an Angel, young, rieh, and of a 
good Family; and althoner Fortune was not alto- 
gether fo great as that of Don Pedro, yet every 
thing conficfcr djtheie was no fuch mighty dificreiKc 
bct\veen them. He did not queAion but that at the 
firft Propofal of Marriage he made to her Parents, he 
Ihould find them ready to comply with him; how*, 
ever, he rather chofe to owe his Succefi to his Me- 
rit, and refolv'd to court her in the gallanteft way, / 
that he might make himfelf Mafter of her AS«6li- 
ons, before he was fb of her Perfon. His Defign 
^vas generous and noble, if Fortune, that often de- 
lights to break the Meafures of the wifeft Politicians, 
' had not rais'd him a Rival, who had already taken 
poffeflion of the Town he defign'd to invcft, before 
he had fo much as made his Approaches. Tis to 
no purpofe to tell you his Name, but he was .very 
near Don Pedro's Age, and perhaps was ashandfom; 
but all Hiftorians agree, he was much morebelov'd; 
Don Fedro was foon fenfible he had a Competitor to 
remove ; but this did not much alarm him, knowing 
few were able to difpute Eftates with him. He gave 
Conforts of Mufick in his Miftrefs's Street, while his 
happy Rival had the pleafure to hear them in hec 
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Chamber, and perhaps was revelling in her Arms, 
while our poor Lover was cooling his Heels, and ma-- 
king melancholy Refl^£iions below. At lift Don Pe'*- 
dravjdis vfCZTj of throwing away fo much Powder in 
the Mines, that is to fiy, of making all this Buftle 
and Courtfhip, without advancing his Affairs ; how-- 
ever, his Love did not flacken upon his ill Succefe, 
but made him fo impatient, that he thought iSt to 
lay afidc his firft Delign of winning his Miftrefs's 
Heart before he demanded her of her Friends. In - 
Ihort, he ask'd their Confent, which they granted' 
him upon the Spot, without deliberating farther on 
the Matter, being extremely pleas'd to be ask'd that 
which they fo earneftly defir'd, and indeed cou'd 
hardly hope for. They acquainted Sernphinn with 
the good Fortune was offer d her, and prepared her 
to give Don Pedro a kind Reception, in order to 
marry him in a ftiort time.- She was troubled at 
this News, that ought to have given her all the Sa- 
tisfaftion in the World ; and" not bein^ able to con- 
ceal her Surprize from them, diflemblcd the Occa- 
lion of it, pretending it griev'd her to part from 
Pcrfons fo dear to her as they were. She manag'cl 
this Point fo dcxteroufly, that they wept outof meer 
Tendernefi, and- much commended the SweetneS 
of' her Temper. She conjur'd them to put off hesc 
Marriage for four or five Months, reprefenting to 
them, that fhe had been a leng time indifpos'd, as 
her Looks fufiicicntly difcover'i, and that by her 
Good-will flic would not marry tiU Ihe was pcrfedly 
rid of her Illnefs, that fo Ihe might come more 
agreeable to her Husband's Bed, and not give him 
any Occalion to be dilgufted at the beginning of their 
Marriage, and confequently to repent of his Choice. 
^*Tis true indeed, ihc had loob'd foraewhat fickly ot 

C 4 late, 



32 The Ufekfs Precaution. 

late, which made her Friends well enough latisfied 
with her Reqiieil, and they took care to acquaint 
Don Pedro with it ; who, for his part, was fb far 
from taking it ill, that he liked her the better for 
giving fo good aProof of her Difcretion, In the 
mean time the Articles of Marriage were proposed, 
examin'd, and agreed on. However, Don Pedrp^ 
did not think himfelf excus'd from any of his ufiiaj 
Gallantries, which every Man is oblig'd to obferve 
that courts his Miftrefi in the common Forms, He 
entertained her often with Letters, and did not mifs 
a Day to write to her. She return d him fcch Ai|- 
iwers as were at leaft very civil, if not altogether fo 
pafl5onate*as his own ; but Ihe wou'd receive none of 
his Vifits in the Day-time, excuiing herfelf upon her 
Indifpofition, and at Night appeared very rarely at 
the Window, which made Don Pecfro exceedingly 
to admire her referv'd Temper. He thought too 
well of his own Merit, to doubt theSuccefs of his 
Courtlhip, andqueftiond not to be belov'd by his 
Miftrefs, when flie came to know him better, altho* 
fhe Ihould liave even an Averfion for him, now he 
was a Stranger to her. Hitherto his Afiairs went 
well enough, but atlaftit lb happened that he could 
not gera Sight of his Miftrefs for four or five Days 
following. He was extrcamly afflided at it, or at 
leaft pretended to be fo. He composed feveral Ver- 
fes upon the Occafion ; I mean, either hired or 
bought them, and had them fuvg under her Wii> 
dow. But tho' he omitted nothing that the moft 
;E:ealous Lovers could pradife, yet all the Favour he 
cou'd obtain, was only to fpeak with her Maid, who 
informed him her Lady was more indifpos'd than 
ever. Upon this his Poetick Faculty was ftrangely 
perplex'd, or at leaft the Gentleman Poet whom he 
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impby'd; for, upon the ftriSeft Search, I find Vcrfi* - 
fying was never his Talent. He caus'd an Air to be 
made upon Amintashein^ lick, or PhilliSy. or Cbia* - 
risy no matter whether; and befides his offenfive 
and defenfivc Arms, taking a Guittar with him,which . 
we muft fuppofe to be the beft in the whole City, , 
he walk'd furioufly in this Equipage towards his 
Miftrefs's Quarters, cither to make her weep out of 
pure Corapaffion, or elfe to fet all the Dogs m the 
Neighbourhood a barking, in order to corapleat the ;- 
Conlbrt. Now any one, I believe, would 6y, that : 
'twas a hundred to one but our Gentleman mufl do 
one of the two, or perhaps both ; but, alai ! he did : 
neither: Within fifty Paces of the thrice-happy 
Manfion of his Divinity, he faw the- Door opcji, ., 
and a Woman go out, who had much of the Air 
and Shape of his invilible Angel. He cou'd. not .; 
imacine why a Woman alone, artd fo late at Night, . 
Ihould lb refolutely turn up into a large Ipacious. 
Houfe, lately deftroy*d by Fire. To inform him* ~ 
lelf better, he walk'd round the Ruins, which one 
might enter at fevetal places, that he mights get : 
nearer the Perfon whom he dogged. He belicv'd . 
this might be his Miflrefs, who had made an Affig- - 
nation with his Rival to meet her in this ftrange 
Place, not daring to do it at Home,- and not tMnk-^ - 
ing fit to communicate thi$ Bufinefs to a third Per- - 
fon, which it fo much concem'd her to keep fecret : 
He therefore relblv'd withiti himfelfj that in. cafe . 
what now he only lulpe6^ed happen'd to prove true, , 
he would kill his Rival upon the Spot, and revenge 
himrelf upon Serdphiva^ oy giving her the moft op* .- 
probrions LAtigfiags he could think of. ■ Being thus 
refol v'd, he crept along as foftly as he could, till be 
came to st Place.wbeuce. be cou d plakily &o. her ; 
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for it^as fhc, fitting upon the Ground, groaning fb 
piteoufly as if flic was going to give up the Ghoft, 
and, infliort, after mod fcverc Pangs, deliver'dofa 
finall fquawling Creature, which we rcay fuppofe did 
not give her altogether fo much Pain in the beget- 
ting. She was no fooner fafely deliver'd, but her 
Courage giving her Strength enough, ihe returned 
the fame way Ihe came, without troubling her Head 
what would become of the poor Brat that flie had 
brought into the World. I will leave you to 
how great Do^ P^^ro's Surprize was: He now 
out the true Reafon of his Miftrefs*s Indifpofition ; 
his Headi^lmoft turn'd round, to think what a Pre- 
cipice he had efcap'd, and he thank'd Heaven moft 
devoutly for preferving him from the Danger ; but 
being Generous in his Temper, he fcornd to re- 
venge himfelf upon the faithlefs Sfraphina^ by ex- 
pofing the Honour of her Family ; neither in his 
juft Refentment would he fuffer the innocent Babe 
to perifli, which he faw lying at his Feet, exposed to 
the firft Dog that had the luck to find it. He wrap- 
ped it up in his Cloak, for want of fomething elfe, 
and making all the haAe he cou d, caU'd upon a dit 
crcet Woman of his Acquaintance, to whom he re- 
commended the Care of the Child, putting it at the 
fame time into her Hands, and giving her Money 
to buy it all forts of Neceffaries. This difcreet Wo- 
man finding herfelf nobly paid, acquitted her Charge 
very well : Next Day the Infant had a Nurfe, was 
baptiz'd, and named Lauray for you muft know it was 
a Fcmile. 

In the mean time Don Pedro went to a Relation 
of his, in whom he mightily confided, and told her 
he had changed his Defign of Marrjivg to that of 
Travelling. He dcfir'd her to manage His Eflate for 
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him in his Ablence, and to receive into her Houfe 
an Infant, which he iaid belonged to him, to fpare 
nothing in her Education, and for certain Reafons^ 
which he would acquaint her with at fcmie* other 
tune, to fend her to a Convent as t^on as Ihe was. 
Three Years old ; and, above all, to take particular 
Care that ihe ihould know as little as might be ot 
theAflFairs of the World. He furnith'd her with 
neceffary Inftruments to look after his Eftate, provi- 
ded himfelf with Money and Jewels, took a faichAl 
andtrufty Servant; but before his Departure from 
Granada^ writ a Letter to Seraphma, She receiv'd 
it juft at the time as Ihe had acquainted her Friends 
that her Illnels Ihould retard her Marriage no lon- 
ger : But Don Pedro ^ Letter, which gave her to 
underfland he knew what had fo lately befallen her, 
put other Thoughts into her Head. She devoted 
berfelf to a Religious Life, and ibon after retired to 
a Convent, with full Refolution never to ftir thence, 
and cou'd not be induced to alt^ her Mind by all 
the Entreaties and Tears of her Parents, whD us'd 
all the Arguments they cou*d think of to difluade 
her from this Refolution ; which appeared fb much 
the ftranger to them, as they could- not divine tfie ' 
Occafion of it. Let us leave them to weep for their 
Daughter's turning Nun, who on her part wept 
heartily for her Sins. Let us likewife leave her ht- 
tle Daughter Laura to grow in Bulk and Beauty, and 
return to meet Don Pedro on the Road to Sevilj 
who could not drive this laft Adventure out of his 
Head, and was now as much difcufted at Marriage, , 
as once he iva^ delirous to talk the pleafures of it* ' 
He is afraid oFall Women f and not confiderine 
there are both Good and Bad of that, as well as ol 
bis own Sc;c; he concluded within himfelf, that a 
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wife Man out^htto bediffidentcf all Women, aitd 
{particularly ofthc Witty more than the Fooliih ; be- 
ing, it fecms, of the Opinion of thofe worthy Geii- 
rlemen, who think a Woman luiows more than 
comes to her fhare, if ihe knows a jot more than 
flewing Prunes, preferving Fruits, drefling her HuP 
band s Dinner, or mending his Stockins. Tainted 
with thefe heretical Do£lrmes, he arriv'd at Sevit^ 
and went direiSUy to the Houfe of Don Juan the 
L9rd knows what, a Man of Weakh and Quality, 
who was his Relation and Friend, and wou'd not 
fufier him to lodge any where elle, but with hirtL 
The MagnificeiKe of Sevil gave him a Defire to 
. make a longer ftay there than be at firA dcfign'd^ 
and his Coulin Don Juan^ to make his ftay the 
more agreeable to him, fliew'd him all the moft re» 
markabTe<^uriolities of that Place. One Day, as 
they were riding on Horfeback thro* one of the 
principalStrcetsof the City, they law in a Coach, 
that was then driving towards a {lately Houfe, a 
young Lady in a Widow's Habit, fo beautiftil and 
charming, that Don Pedro was exceedingly furpriz'd, 
ai^ i^ his Coufin a laughing by the many vehement 
Exclamations and Oaths he made, that he had ne- 
ver ftcn any thing fo lovely in his Life. This An- 
gel of a Widow refior'd the whole Female Sex to h^ 
good Opinion, whom the unhappy Strafbina had 
rendcr'd odious to him. He defir'd Don Juan to 
go back thro' the fame Street, and frankly own'd, 
that he wanted little of being wouitded to the Heart 
fcy her. Your Bufinefs is done, (replies the other) 
and lam very much miftaken if the little God has 
not fliot his Arrow fo dfcp, that there is no plucking 
it out, but Heart and all muft come together. Alas J 
(lays the amorous Z)o«/'<'</r(») I will conceal nothing 
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from you : How happy fliould I reckon my felf, if I 

cx)ud pafs my Days with fo charming a Lady ! You 

rauft BO this Way then, (rcply'd Don Juan) and 

travelling fo fail as you do, you may in a few' Mi« 

hutes arrive at the place where you expe<a to find fa 

much Happinefs. Not but that fuch an £nterprize 

Ccontinued he) will give you Difficulty enough, 

Elvira is a Woman of Quality, and very rich j her 

Eeauty is iuch as you have beheld it, neither is her 

Virtue any ways inferiour. During the two Yeari 

of her Widowhood, the bed Matches in Andnlujia 

have not given her the leaA IiKHnation to change 

. her Condition ; but a Man fo well made as your felf 

may perhaps Succeed where others have failed. She 

is related to my Wife, and fometimes I make her a 

Vifit. If you pleafc, I will propoie your Defign to 

her, and I have good Hopes to fucceed in my Ne« 

^otiation, lince I now fee her in her Kalcoi^, which 

IS no fmall Favour, let me tell you, in fo nice and 

referv'd a Lady. She might have ihut h^ Lattices 

and Windows, and fo have balk'd our £xpe£lation» 

Thefe Words were no (boner out of his Mouth, but 

our two Cavaliers made each a Reverence after the 

Spanijh M6de, which gave them no little Trouble 

before they could recover themielves; eipeciaUyjDon 

Ptfdro made his fo profoundly low, and with that 

Contortion of bis Body, that he had like to have 

tumbled off his Horfc. The Lady in the Balcony 

return*d them a bandfom Court'iy ; upon which 

Don Ptdro and his Companion bow'U again. 

And when the trightCbarmer did leave theBdlcony, 
Oneffurfdon/hii Ihrfey fotbirgafdlike aTony. 
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Alas my dear Coufin, ( fays Don Pedro to Z)e)« 
Juan ) what probability is there that a Stranger 
can be able to gain that Heart, which has defended 
itfelf againft all the Men of Quality and Merit in 
Sevil/ However, (continues he) fince my Defpair 
would otherwife have given me my Death's Wound, 
I had as good receive it &om her Refufal and Con<- 
tempt ; therefore let me conjure you to fpeak to her 
its foon as you can, and don't fo much enlarge upon 
my Eflatc and Quality, as upon the Violence of my 
Paflion. Don Pedro cou'dnot talk of any thing bur 
his Love, and Don Juan was ienlible he could not 
oblige him more efFedually, than by takine the 
firft Opportunity to make this Overture to Elvira. 
He accordingly did fo, and not without Succefs r 
The charming Widow received the Propofal he 
made for his Friend fo well, that flie confefs'd Ihe 
did not dillike him. But withal flie acquainted him. 
That having oblig'd herfelf by Vow to flay Three 
full Years ftom the Death of her firft Hufband, be- 
fore flie took a fecond, nothing in the World fliould 
prevail with her to break it. She added, That be- 
caufe ftie had relblv'd to pay this Refpeft to the 
Memory of her late Spoufe, flie had hitherto refused 
all the Offers that had been rtiade her ; but that if 
Don Pedro bad Courage and Conftancy enough to 
ferve her a whole Year, in which time they might 
know one another's Temper much better, flie gave 
him her Word to chufe no other Hufl>and. Don 
7uan came to give Don Pedro an Account of his 
Negotiation, and made him the moft fatisfied, as 
well as moft paffionate, of all Men breathing. He 
was not in the leaft 'deterr'd by the long time he ^ 
was to flay, and relblv'd to imploy it in all the re- 
fined Gallantry of a nice Lover. He bought him a 

fine 
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fine Coach and Horles, made his Houfe and Live-* 
ries as fumptuous as might be, fet all the Embroide- 
rers and Taylors oiSevil at work, and the Muficians 
into the bargain. He ofier'd to regale Elvira^ but 
Ihe would not fuffer it. Her Servants were nothing 
near fo difficult, for they accepted his Prefents as 
heartily as he gave them. In a ihort time he was 
more Mafter of Ehira^ Domefticks than flie her 
felf, whom her Damfels perfiiaded to appear in the 
Balcony, even when (he had no mind to it, and that 
as often as Don Pedro exerted his Lungs in the 
Street, for I have been told he fung to admiration. 
Don Pedrg had now fpent fix tedious Months in 
courting £fci>j, without being able to obtain a pri- 
vate Converfation with her all the while, which dai- 
ly encreas'd his Eftcem and Love for her : At laft, 
by dint of Prayers and Prefents, a Damfel bolder 
than the reft, or rather more covetous, promised to 
introduce him one Night into her Miftrefi's Apart- 
ment, and place him in a Corner, where he might 
fee her undrefs before (he went to Bed, take two or 
three turns in her Shift to cool herfelf, and fine and 
play upon her Lute, which flie did to a Miracle. 

Don Pedro gave this trufty Maid a better Reward 
than he promised her ; and when Night came, our 
Grjonad^hAvtvitxxttT^ following the Ahigails In- 
flru£lion, ilipt into Elviras Houfe, ftole up to her 
Apartment, and there from a Gallery, which was 
over againll the Chamber-door, faw her lying upon 
a Couch reading a Book of Devotion, whether with 
much Attention, is more than I am able to tell you, 
all the while her Maids undrefs-d her. She had only 
a light Gown on, and was ready to go to Bed, when 
Don Pedro's Penfionary Damfel, who defign'd to 

give him as much reafon to be f^uisfied with her, as 

- - ihc 
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fhe \vas with him, entreated her Miflrefs to fi[ng# 
Her Companions joiiVd in the fame Petition; buc 
£/z;/y^ deny 'd them a good while, telling them Ihc 
was very melancholy, nay, and affuring them (lie had 
Occafion to be lb. But the Damfel, whom Daft 
Pedro s Prefents had gained, putting a Lute into her 
Miftrefs*s Hand,- Elvira was fo complai&nt as to 
fiiig, which ihe did in fo charming and graceful a 
manner, that Den Pedro was within an Ace of 
throwing him(elf at her Heavenly Feet, and ading 
there the ravifli'd Lover, The Song was foon over, 
and then (he went to Bed. The Maids retir d to 
their own Apartments, and Don Pedro j who made 
the beft of his way towards the Street, was ftrange- 
ly furpriz'd to find the great Gate lock'A He had 
nothing no^v lek to do but to flay there till Day, 
which would loon appear. He fate upon the fide of 
a Well, which was in a Corner of the Court, 
flrangely perplex'd left he fliould be difcover'd, and 
incur his Miftrefs's Difpleafure for fo bold an At- 
tempt. He had not been here long, but he made a 
thouland Attempts, and wifli*d as often, to no pur- 
pofe, that he was fafe in the Street, when he heard 
a Door open in Elvira's Apartment. He imme- 
diately turn d his Head towards the place whence 
the iNoife came, an^ was flrangely furpriz'd to fee 
the beautiful Widow come into the Court, whom 
he thought to be faft afleep. By the light of a Wax- 
Taper flie carrie4 iii a little Silver Candlefiick, he 
law her Night-Drefs was nicely adjuftcd, her Breafts 
open and unguarded, a fine Necklace of Pearl about 
her Neck, and that over her Smock, which had 
more Lace than Limien about it, fhe wore nothing 
but a rich . Shtiarre. She carry'd in her Haixl a 
great Viol fuU of JeHy, Comfits, and Conferves ; 

and 
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«nd iir this fiirpriziiig Equipage appeared to diiurin- 
ingy that Dan Fe^o had l$e to have preferr d 
the Pleafure of difcoveriiig hoBfelf to her, to -ail 
the ill Effeds which (o bold a Prefumption might 
have drawn upon him. But he was wife in his 
Love, and hid himfclf behind the Well^ tho'he kept 
his Eyes upon his Miftrefs all the while, flatterii^ 
hiinielf fometimes that it was he fhe came to look 
for. $he walk'd dire£^Iy towards the Stable ; Don 
P^^ro folbw'd her at fbme diftance, and £iw her 
go into a little Room* ■ At firft he was of Opinion 
his pious and charitable MiArefs went to vifit oiie 
oiP her Domefticks that was fick there, tho' without 
doing any wrong to her Charity, ihe might have left 
that Afiair to any of her Women. He crept behind 
a Horfe that fiood not far from, the Chandber-door, 
and from thence obferving his dear Widow, iaw her 
put the Candledick aud Qafs Viol, and in ihort all 
Ihe carry *d in her Ivory Hands, upon a little Table. 
In a lorry Bed, which in a manner took up all the 
Room, he beheld a fick Negro, who feem'd to be 
above Thirty Years old, but fo deformed and ^ailly, 
that he was frighted at the Sight of him : His Face 
vms as meagre as that of a Skeleton, and the poor 
Fellow had mudi difficulty lo fetch his Breath. 
Don Pi'dro admir'd the unparall^rdGoodnefs of the 
beautiful Ehira, who took off all the Negro's Blaiv 
kets, and having made hb Rbd, fate down by the 
fick Wretch, and put her Hand upon his Forehead, 
that was all over in a cold Sweat. The Negro caft 
a difmal Look upon the charitable Angel, that came 
to comfort him, who feem'd to pity him with her 
Eyes brim-full of Tears. Don Pedro could not tell 
%vhat to think of fo unexampled a ftrain of Charity, 
and after he bad firfi admired it, began to alter ms 

Opi. 
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Opinion, and concluded it was carried too &r; huf 
as yet he had fecn nothing. The charming Widow 
firfi broke filence, and weeping at foch a rate as IF 
it were to be her laft, ask'd the Black how he found - 
himfclf ? My dear Antonio, (iiyslhe to him, in a 
Voice interrupted with frequent Sobs) art thou then 
refolv'd to die ? And wilt thou make me die too 
for Company ? Thou doft not fpeak to me, my - 
Life, my Jewel. Take Courage, if thou would*ft 
have me live, and eat a little «f this Jelly for my - 
&kt : Thou wilt not fe much- as afford me one kind 
Look, cruel Creature^ me, I fay, that love thee, me 
that adore thee : Kifs me, my dear Angel, kiis me^. 
and get well, if thou would'ft not have me attcndthee 
in tl^ Death, after Ihavefo paffionately bv'd thee^ 
during thy Life. As (lie (poke thefe tender Words - 
ihejoinUher Angel-Face to the Diabolical Vifage 
of the Moor, which fee moiflen'd with her Tears= r 
I fancy, any Man that had feen/o odd a Sight, would 
have prefently thought he had feen an Angel carels ^ 
a Devil; As for Don Pedro ^ he now began to 
think the beautiful Ehir^ as ugly as her Negro ; 
who at laft cafling his Eyes upon his importunate 
Lover, whom he ^arce vouchfafed to look upon be- 
fore, and with his lean boney Hand turning away 
her Face from his, thus fpoke to her in a low feeble 
Tone : What wou'd you have me to do. Madam ? 
Will you not let me die in quiet ? Is it not enough 
that you have brought me to the Condition I am 
in, but muft you force me, now I am juft dying, to 
throw away the little Snuff of Lite that is left mc,. 
to iktisfieryour libidinous Appetite ? Take a Hud 
band, and. expert. no more Drudgery from me: I 
will fee you no more, nor eat any thing you have 
brought me, but am cefolvU-to die^ fince I am good 

foe. 
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for nothing eUe. When he had faid this, he funk 
down in his Bed, and the unfortunate Elvira could 
not draw the leaft Word from him in anfwer to all 
the tender Things flie fpoke 5 whether he was al- 
ready dead, or rctus'd to fpeak to one v^om he be- 
liev'd the Caufe of his Death, I can't determine. 
Elvira wept like a Church Spout when it rains, art J 
afHi6led at the fad Condition wherein ihe left her 
beloved Negro, but much more at his Unkindnefi, 
took back with her every thing (he had brought, and 
walk'd towards her Chancer, tho' with fo forrowfql 
ahd iad an Air, that it was her great Misfortune 
her future Cuckold did not fee her in that pickle. 
In the mean time Don Pedro hid himfelf in the 
obicureft part of the Stable, fo confounded, thit hc} 
was not half a quarter fo much when he was Wit- 
nefs of SernPhind% happy Delivery. He faw this 
monftrous Hypocrite eo back the fame way fiie 
came, afflidling herfeltlike any Widow at the Fu- 
neral of her dear Hufband ; and fome time after 
hearing the great Gate open, he got into the Street, 
not at all caring whether he was feen or not, iitice 
he thought it not worth his while to have any Re- 

fard for fuch a Woman's Reputation as Elvira* s : 
lowever, he treated her like a Gentleman of Ho- 
nour, and did not difcover what he had feen to his 
Friend. The next Day he happened to ^ by Elvir 
rds Gate at the very inftant the Moor was carried 
out to be buried: Her Women told him their Mi- 
ftrcft was fick ; and for four or five days following, 
as he pa6*d to and fro before her Windows, flic 
was not t6 be feen there according to her Cuftom, 
fo inconfolable had the Death of her lovely Afri^ 
cnv made her. Doa Pedro was mighty delirous to 
ki20w how Ihe fared* One day as be was difcourfing 

with 
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with Hon Juan, one (^Elviras Slaves iJclivcr'd? 
him a Letter from his Miftrefs. He opcn'd it witb; 
Impatience, aiid read what follows, • 

TheL E T t E R. 

TWO Pefpons^ tJoh^ are winded tn fnarrjy dont^ 
need a third to put them in mind Ofit^^ You-- 
inmC^d ferjuade me :you dont * dijlike me 5 And I 
mufi oviny ym fhafe m^ voellenotigb to grant you- 
this Moment what I did n&t promife sm till the 
Ye ar-voas ended. You may make your jelf^ as foofg.- 
as you^leafe^ Mafterofmy Perfon and Efiate ; 
dTid I requ-'Ji joU'ta Mievej that altbo' I can^^- 
not deliberately imhark in fuch an Affair as thiSy 
jet your Merit and my Love will render it enfu to- 
mey and make me hreak through all Dtffkuhies, 
wbatjoever* 

Elvira;-. 



Don /'f^ra read over this Letter twice or thrice, 
aiid could hardly believe he was awake. He be- 
thought himfelfy that this was the fecond time he 
had run th»Danger of being marry'd as ill as an^ 
Man in Spain^ and thank'd Heav n %vith all his 
heart, for having delivered him from two fiich im- 
minent Misfortunes, by difcovering to him two Sc* 
crets of fo great Importance. As the Negro'5 Death 
had put Elvira upon this fudden Refolution to be 
marry'd, Don Pedro as fuddenly relblv^d to get out 
of her fight as foon as be cou'd. He told Don Juan 
that it nearly concern d his Life and Honour to leave 

SeviV 
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'iSevil wiAin an Hour, and that he wou d only take 
one Servant with him, that he had brought from^ 

^Uranadaz He defir'd him to fell his Coach and 

^orfes, and to pay his Servants with the Money, 
and conjur*d him not to alk the reafon of fo fuddea 
an Alteration, and a Journey fo hurry'd, promifing 
to write to him the very firft Town he flopt at. 
He writ to 'Elvira^ while they went to hire two 
Mules for him ; he gave his Letter to the Slave, and 
when the Mules came, took the Road to Madrii^ 

"feeing confirm'd more than everinliis firft Opinion, 
and refolving to fland upon his Guard againft all 
witty Women, nay, even to deteft them. WhHc 

'he jogg'd gently on, full of thefe virtuous Refolu- 
tions, Elvira opend Us Letter^ and read the folt 

lowing lines. 

TheLETTER. 

JfSvhJef^ly in Jove as lam with youy yet I always 
" f refer tbi Care of frefervin£your Honour to 

nbe Pleafure of fojfeffing you. Tmsyou coudnot 
iut vhferve with what Dijcretion I always mano' 

:gedmy Gallantry, I am fomewbat fcrupuhus i» 
my own Nature, and therefore cannot in Conscience 
ask you to marry mefofoon, finceyouare a Widow 
of hp^t a Day s ftunding. You own more than that 
comes to, madamj to the Memory of the foorNe-^ 

:^ro defunB, and you cannot take hfs than n Year 
to lament the lofs of a Perfon who did you fo con* 

JiderahU Services* In the mean while, you and I 

Jh4ll bof&e Time en^u^b to confxder what we have 
iodo* 

PonPedto. 
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Elvira had Ekq to have run diilraded when ihe 
read this Letter, and it touched her more to the 

auick than even the lofs of her Guinea Lover had 
one : But confidering that Don Pedro had left &- 
vil, and another Gallant, that had aJl the Qualifica- 
tions to pleafe her, had ofier*d at the fame time to 
marry her, flie took him to fupply the Negro's room. 
Not but that ihe could have found Negroes enough 
to have done her Bulinefi ; but fomebody had told 
her, there was a difference in N^roes, as well as 
other Folks, and, that every thing is not the Devil 
tho* it be black. In the mean time Z)o« P^^ro and 
his trufty Mule got to Madrid^ where he went im- 
mediately to an Uncle's Houfe, who' received him 
very courteouily. This Uncle of his was a rich 
Cavalier, that had an only Son, that was betroth'd 
to a young Coufin that was an only Daughter like- 
wife, and who being but Ten Years oFd, pals'd her 
Time in a Convent till fhe came to be of Age to 
marry him. His Name was Don Kodriguex, and 
who pofTefs'd all the good Qualities that can make a 
Man amiable. Don Pedro entered into a Ari6ter 
League of Friendlhip with him, than Men ufually do 
with Relations, tho' they love them never (b well; 
for they are not always our Relations whorh we love 
beft. Don Rodriguez feem*d to be difturb'd in his 
Mhid, and Don Pedro perceiving it, related all his 
Adventures" to him, that he might oblige him by this 
Confidence to communicate his to him, and if he 
had any Occafion for his Service^ to let hin fee, 
that he was much more his Friend than his Rela- 
tion. AfceE this, he told him, He had obierv'd 
that fcmewhat fate unealy upon him, and therefore 
Jbeg'd him to let him know what it was i otherwife 

he 
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he muft believe his Friendihip was not £> hearty as 
bis. Z>o«J^o^/^«?z deiir'd nothing more, lioping 
to receive fome Relief in his Inquietude, when he 
had once coHimunicatedit: He therefore acquaints 
J}on PedtOy That he %vas pailionately in love with 
a Damfel of Madridy who was promised to a Kin& 
man. whom ihe expefied eyery hour from the In^ 
diesy but had never ieen him, like as he was en- 
gaged to a Coufin, and waited till flie was <£ Age^ 
of whom he had but little Knowledge. This Con- 
formity of Adventures (iaid he to Den Pedro) has 
very much contributed to encreafe the Afiedion we 
-have for one another, idtho* at the fame time it 
keeps us both in our Duty, whenever our P^on 
Cidviies us to prefer our Satis£i£^ion to thole Engage- 
ments, wherein the Intereib of our Families iiave 
link'd us. Hitherto my Love has made as fiur 9 
Progrefs as I could wiih, tho* I have not as yet been 
able to compafi my Ddires, which ffa^ puts cfF till 
her Hufband s Arrival, when her Marriage may Te- 
nure both of us from an^ ill Coniequences that may 
ibllow upon an Afligoation, when we may probably 
jdo fomectung more than difcourle and talk. I wiU 
*fay nothing to you of the Beauty of VirginUy fiiKC 
'tis impoifible to fay too much of it, and becaufe I 
fiiould be apt to fay fo much of it, that you would 
not believe me. However, this I am certain of, 
that when you have feen her, and her Coufin Vio^ 
Jantey who lives with her, you jvill readily own, 
, that all Sfain cannot ihew any thing more beautiful 
.than this incomparable Fair; and when you have 
conversed a few Moments with them, I willJeave 
you to tell me, whether you ever faw wittier Wo- 
men in your JLife. ^Tis this makes me pitv you, 
%s Dm Pedro to bus. jfVnd wbj fo ? reply d Don 
, 9pdrk 
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JRodrtgu^z. Becaufe a Woman of Wit if cries he) 
willmoft infallibly jilt you either (boner or later* 
You cannot but know, (continues he) by the recital 
I have made you of my own Adventures, what has 
happen d to my ielf ; and I feriodly proteft to you, 
that if I could hope to find Woman as fooliih as I 
know fome of em are. witty, I would imploy all 
Arts to gain her, and prefer her even to Wifdom 
itfelf, if ihe wou'd but chufe me for her Gallant. 
You are much in the wrong (replies Don ^pdriguez) 
for I never met a Man of tolerable Senfe in my Life, 
but was ibon weary c£ a Woman's Company if ihe 
^asaFooL Indeed 'tis not reafonable, that whilft 
our Eyes, our Hands, and in Ihort all our Body, 
finds fometlune to divert it, our Soul, which is the 
Qobleft Part of the Compofition, fliould be forc'd to 
endure a tireibm infipid Converiation, as that of all 
Peribns tnuA be, that have no Wit to iupport it. 
Let us not carry this Difpute as far as it will go^ 
cries Don Pedro to him, for a Man may fay too 
«nany things upon fo copious a Subjed. Only let 
me &t this Miracle of a Woman, and her Coufin, 
as ibon as you can, tliat, if I don't diilike her, I 
may have ibmethii^; to' amufe my iclf with during 
my iiay in Madrid. I don*t believe 'twill be worth 
your while, cries J?o^r^gi^^z;. And whyib, replies 
Don Pedro ^ Becaufe^ %s the other, ihe is the 
only Woman in the World that is leaA a Fool. I 
will however fmt.my ielf to the time, iays Don Pe^ 
dro. To tell you the Truth, aniwers Don Rodri^ 
pieZj I don^t know after what manner Madam F?>« 
^inia will receive us : For theie eight days laft pail 
4he has us'd me moil unmercifully ; ihe has fent bade 
.all my Letters without fo much as Opening them, 
and in ihort has gtvea me to underilayd, that ihe 

will 
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Wni never admit a Vifit fiom me, by reaibn ihe law 
me fome time ago talking with a young Lady at 
Church, in whofe Company (he had (een me the 
(ame Day at the Flayhoufe \ and this is the reafbti 
why I have been of kte fo melancholy. It figni- 
fies nothing, fays Don Pedro ^ let us go and fee 
them, and tJikc my Word for't, you'll fooner recon- 
cile Matters, byjuflifyingyourfelf to her Face, tha|v 
by writing her a Cart-bad of whining Letters. 
Thus our two Gentlemen-Coufins went to vifit the 
two Lady-Goufins, and the beautiful Virginia gave 
Don Rodriguez leave to clear himlelf, which wat 
cafily done- Don Pedro thought both of them to 
htf the handfomeft Women he had ever feen, not 
excepting either the imprudent Serafbina^ or the 
hypocritical Elvira: Violante^ who had dreft hct 
felf that Day in her finefi Qoaths, becaufe fhe was 
to fit for her PiSure, charm'd Don Pedro ib effe- 
dhially, that he immediately broke the Vow he had 
made, never to love any one but a Fool. This did 
not dilpleafe Viol Ante , but he fiid fo many pretty 
engaging Things to her upon the Occafion of hec 
PiSure, that flie was no lefs fatisfied with his Wic 
than his Gallantry, And here I am obligM to make 
a Ihort Digreffion, to acquaint thofe tliat knew it 
not before, that your mighty Retailers of Compli- 
•ments and fine Expreffions generally deal in whipt 
Cream, and arc juflly accused of Bombaft by Men 
of Wit and Senfe. If this finall Advice had been 
confider'd l^ the Publick, they would have foiindl 
it no lefs ufeful than a Receipt aaainft Fkes in the 
Summer, and ftinking Breaths all the Year round. 
Don Pedro, who had folemiJy fwore by his Maker/ 
that he would marry none but a Fool, was now 
fully coqvinc'd^ that Oaths made by Ganellers and 

D La- 
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'Lovers, fignifiedjuft nothing. He was fo raviib'fl 
'Vivi[iViolante% Wit, no lefi thaji her Beauty, that 
binding he could obtain no other Pavours from her, 
than luch as flie might grant without any Prejudice 
to her Honour, he relblv'd to-marry her, if ftie did 
not forbid the Banes. He frequently gave her Oc- 
flcafionto explain her Mind upon this Article, butei- 
:ther ihe did not, or wou'd not underftand him, whe- 
ther it was becaufe fhe lov*d her Liberty, or had an 
Averfion to Matrimony, I don t tell you. Thus all 
things went fmoothly oh between thefe four young 
^'Lovers, and they only waited for the critical Mi- 
nute to confammate. One Day, when thefe two 
young Sparks had fpruced themfelv^s up like Cnflor 
^nd Pollux J and made no Queflion to be Mafters at 
leaft of all the Out-works they attacked, a Servant 
;Maid, whole Appearance boded worfe Luck than 
that of an Owl, came to acquaint the two Coufins 
^ that the \fe(//Vz« Hulband of the fair CaJiUian was 
arrived 2X Madrid^ without fo much as fending her 
Advice of his coming from 5tfr/7, where he landed ; 
'the two Coufins concluded from hence, that he had 
:a,mind to furprizethem, and therefore defir'd our 
Lovers tofortifie themfelves with Patience tillfuch 
time as F/r§7>f <« had feund out the Humour of her 
Indian Spark ; and in the mean time requcfted, 
: thlt they wou'd not only forbear to vifit them, but 
-even to walk before their Windows, till they re- 
' cciy'd new Orders. Thus all their tricking up and' , 
powdering that Momuig was thrown away 5 and the 
next two Days they had no more mind to drels, than 
a Criminal condemned to be hang'd. They learnt, 
. among other News of the Town, that the Indian 
Sind'Vir^inia were married in private, that he was ^ 
'-V eiy jejJous in his Temper, that he was a Man oF ' 
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Experience, having feeh forty Years ; and, in fine, 
that he had fo order 'd his Family, and kept fo flri£t 
a Watch oyer all Virginias A£lions, that her Gal- 
lants, if (he had any, muft never exped to fee hec 
fo much as at her Window. The new Orders, 
which had been promis'd, did hot come, and they 
were impatient with cxpefting them. They dai^ 
walk'd thro* the Street where their Miftrefles liv'd, 
and took their ufual Turns before the Houfe, with- 
out feeing any but unknown Faces go in or out, and 
"xvithout being able to meet with the leaft Man on 
Maid Servant of their Acquaintance. They faw 
the Hulband go into his Houfe one Day, accompa- 
ny*d by his Brother, who was handfomc and well 
made, and fo yeang, tKat he was ftill at the College, 
This encreas a their ill Humour : They went put 
early in the Morning, and came not home till it 
was very late, and loft both their Time and their 
Labour. At laft, upon a certain Holiday, they faw 
Violantes Maid going to Mafs by break of Day : 
They ftopt her at the Church-Porch, and by the 
never-failing Rhetorick of Money, Don Rodriguez 
perfuaded her to carry the following Billet to het 
Miftrefi. 

Tour forgetting me does not more difoUige me^ 
than my jealotijie torments me^ fv^ce it is with" 
^ out ^medy^ now you are under the Government 
' of a Husband. liowever^ you are not totally freed 
as yet from my Importunitiesy alt ho you have dip- 
carded me fromyour Rememhrance. The lafl Fa* 
vour I have to heg ofyoUy iSj to inform me whe^ 
th^r I have afrf reajon fiill to hofe^ or whether I 
muft f re fare to die^ 

D 2 They 
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* They foUow'd Violantes Maid at a diftancc. She 
dclivcr'd the Letter according to her Promife, and 
making a Sign to them to draw near, dropt the fol- 
Jowing Anfwer from the Window into the Street. 

Ajecdims Manfo newly marry d is never out of 

t^h Irife*s Comfany, and watches all her Motions. 

'He talks of taking a Journey to Valladolid^orZ/y 

without me; I will tpen jujtifie my f elf, and fay 

,my Deltj. 

ITiis Kllet, which they kifs'd a hundred times, 
by the fime Token that they ftrove which fhould 
outdo the other, gave them frefli Encouragement, 
. and made them eafie enough for a few Days. But 
^t laft, hearing no News from their cruel Miftrefles, 
they began after their old laudable Cuftom to walk 
to and fro a hundred times a Day before their 
'Windows; they pafs'd whole Nights in the Street, 
but couldnotfeea Soul Air out of the liouie, no 
, more than if it had not been inhabited. One Day 
as thcfe defpairing Lovers happened to be at Church, 
they had the good Luck to fee our young Bride 
.come towards them. Bon Rodriguez kneel'd down 
by her, under the very Nofe of an old Gentleman- 
Ulher that hadfquir'd her to Church. " He made 
his Complaints to her in few Words, flie excgs'd 
herlelf in like manner, and at laft told him, that her 
'Hufband was not to go to Vdladolidy altho* he dai- 
ly talk'd of it ; that Ihe was impatiait to have a 
private Cgnvierfation with him, and that flie only 
knew one way of bringing it about, which wholly 
depended upon Don Fedro. My Hufband, feys Ihe, 
ilceps as fcund as if be took Opium every Night, 
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and we have not exchanged a Word for dide four or 
five E)ays, by rea(bn of a £naQ Quarrel benveen us^ 
which is not yet made up. I had prevaild on my 
Coufin Violante to take my place, but lhe*s unhap- 
pily lick ; and lince none are privy to our Amour 
but ihe and Don Pedro, for I would not for aQ the 
World have it communicated to more, you mu(t 
c en get'him ( if you think he loves you weM enough 
to venture it; to fiipply her room, and go to Bad 
to my Hufband* This Attempt ieem» (bmewlut 
dangerous at fifft light ; but if you conlider my good 
Man and 1 are at odds, as I have already told you 
we are, and that he does not eafily \vake, I doii*t 
quefiion but it will fucceed to our flxpcfflation^ and 
this is all I can do for you. This happy Love>Stra- 
tagem, which Don Rodriguez lb earneftly deli^^d to 
l^now, cooFd him in a Minute, when he heard it. 
.He not only doubted whether hisCoulin would takt- 
upon him to a6b this dangerous Part, but HkewiPe, 
whether he ought fo much as to propoft it to him. 
His Miftrels continued inflexible in her Refolution, 
and as Ihe took leave of him, protefted, that in cafe 
the Propolal Ihe had made him was not well recei- 
ved, and executed after the mamier ihe had dire£l- 
«d, he had no more to hope from her ^ nay, ihe 
gave him fgll leave to baiiilh her out of his Re- 
membrance, altho' at another time fhc would have 
^s foon confented to her own Death, Neither the 
Time nor Place wou*d permit Don Rodriguez to 
talk any longer with his Miftrefi. She went home, 
and Don Rodriguez repaired to his Companion, 
who cou'd not get a Word out of him, fo much 
confounded was he at the unhappy Dilemma where- 
in he found himielf, either to make fo unreafona- 
blc a Requeft to his Friend, or elfe to live without 
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enjoying that Happinefi which is ever more efleem'd 
before poffefliion than after. At length, Ihutting 
thenifelves up in their Chamber, Don Rodriguez, 
after he had for a while refused to declare his Grie- 
vance, open'd the above-mention d Propofal to Do?i 
FedrOj gilding the Pill as well as he cou'd, to make 
it go down with him the better. At firft Bon Pe^ 
dro thought he had a mind to banter him, but his 
Coufin protefling the contrary with a very ferious 
Air, and confirming it by fo many Oaths, that he 
cou'd no longer doubt of it, he muft needs turn the 
thing into Raillery, and therefore told him, he was 
exceedingly obligd to his Miflrefs,fordefigninghimi 
fuch good Fortune with fo lovely a Bedfellow, and 
that it was undoubtedly the E^efi of Vio\anie% 
Gratitude, who, npt being jin a condition to reward 
his Services, becaufe Ihe wasiick, and being prefi'd 
to pay her Debts, turn d it over to her Coufin s 
Hufband, with whom he fhould certainly pals the 
Night very agreeably. He talked much to the fame 
purpofe, and jeiled a long while, fometimes well, 
and fometimes but indifferently. But Don Rodri'- 
gue'jL was not in a Humour to be merry ; for he ap- 
peared fo dejedcd and melancholy to his Coufin, that 
he heartily pity'd him, and was afraid his Defpair 
wou d carry him to fome dangerous Refolution. 
Don Pedro was bold in his Temper, a great Lover 
of Intrigues, and no Man fo ready as he to engage 
in any extravagant Adventure : He lov'd Don Ri>^ 
driguez tenderly, infomuch that all this jojnd to- 
gether made him rcfolve to fupply the Room of 
the beautiful Vir^Ma^ whatever her jealous Hufr* 
band might do to him. Being therefore fully deter- 
mined upon the matter, he embraced his Coufin, 
and pat frelh Life into him, and at the fame time. 

aflur'd 
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affur'd him, he wou d hazard aB, that he might en- 
joy his beloved Miftrefs. You will not however, 
added he, be (b much oblig'd to me as 'you think: 
I confider it is an honourable A6tion, whereby I 
pretend to get as much Reputation as if I ftiould 
fignalize my felf at a Kreach. Word was fent K/r- 
ginia that her Prcpofal was accepted ; (he appoin- 
ted that very Evening to put it in Execution : The 
two Coufins went to her Houfe, and were introduc'd 
with as little Noife as poffible. Bon Pedro was 
oblig'd by the fair Lady of the Enchanted Caftle to 
undrefs himfelf before her, being re(blv'd' that her 
Orders fliou d not be tranfgrefs'd in the Icaft: Don 
Pedro having nething on now but his Shirt, ' was 
conduced by her with all the Care andCircumfpec- 
tion imaginable to the fatal Room, where open- 
ing the Curtains, Ihe foftly put the bold Champion 
between the Sheets, who perhaps at that Moment 
wpented for having gone fo far, and oae may fweat^ 
did not put himfelf into the middle of the Bed. 
She went away and lock'd the Chamber*door, which 
put Don Pedro into cruel Apprehenfions, wliile Ihc 
t^\^w A. to Don Rodriguez^ to whom Ifuppofe flic 
paid, like a Woman of Honour, all that flie ow'd 
him, or at leaft as much as he demanded of her. 
In the mean time Don Pedro was in diiFerent Cir- 
cumftances from thofe of hiaCoufin, who lay in the 
Arms of his charming Mifttefr, while our too cha- - 
ritable and adventurous Friend 'ftar'd nothing fo • 
much as the Embraces of adeteftable Man, whom 
to his great Sorrow he was like to find a very un-- 
comfortable Bedfellow. He then began to confider, 
but.it was fomewhat of thelateft, to what Hazards 
his fooliih Raflmef^ had carried him. He blamed 
himfd^. called Yim^FooJ a thouiand times in his - 

1X4 Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, and was fenfible, that to tranfgrefs thui 
agamit aiiy Hufband was an unpardonable Crimpy 
tho' even he*himfelf were to be Judge of it. Thefe 
melancholy Refle£lions were difiurb'd, andhisjuft 
Fears encreas'd, by a huge viHainous Arm which his 
Bed-fellow threw over him, drawing ftill nearer and 
nearer, pronouncing fora« few inarticulate Words, 
as People are wont to do when they are afleep, and 
making as if he was going to embrace his Wife. 
Don Pedro was terribly affrighted, and removed this 
Arm, that lay heavier on him, he thought, than th« 
greateft Burthen, as gently as he-could, for fear of 
awakii^ him, and when he had ib done, widi all 
the Precaution of one in Danger, crept to the Bed- 
fide, thrufting half his Body Out, infomuch that he 
had like to have fallen upon the Floor, curfing his 
Stars and his own Folly, for expofing himto fuch 
Dangers to ferve the Paflion of two mdifcreet Le- 
vers. He had hardly begun to breath again, when 
his troublefome Bed-fellow laid his Leg ovipr his ; 
which laft^dlion, as well as the former, had like 
to have made him die with Fear. In fliort, the 
one ftill drawing nearer, and the other getting off 
as far as he could, th#Day appear'djuft at the nick 
when the unfortunate Don Bedro was no longer 
able to keep his Ground againft a Man who ftill 
drove him farther and farther. He arofe as foftly ai 
might be, and wept to open the Door, which he 
found lodk'd, a greater Misfortune than any had yet 
befallen him. As he was eijdeWouring in vain to 
tl^ruft the Lock back> it flew open all of a fiKiden, 
and had like to have broke his Nofe. Virginia 
came boldly into the Chamber, and ask*d him doud. 
Whither he was going in fuch hafte ? Don Pedr^ 
conjur'd her ir^ a low Voice not to make fuch a 

Noife, 
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Noife, and aik'd her whether ihe had not loft her 
Seniesy to venture thus the waking of her Hufband/ 
and defir'd her to let him go. How ! go, lays the- 
Lady aloud to him, I am refolv'd my Hu{band (hall 
fee whom he has Jain with to Night, to the end be- 
may know what his Jealoufic has brought him to, 
and what I am capable of doing when provok'd. 
Mavine laid this, as bold as a Lionels Ihe took Z)oxr 
JPedrooy the Arm, who wasfo confounded that he 
had not Strength to get loofe from her, opca'd the 
Window-lhutters without quitting her hold, and' 
pulling him to the Bed-lide, drew the Curtains, and 
cry'd out al6ud, See, jealous Maftct of mine, fec« 
whom you have lain with to Night. At this Do^' 
Pedro turning his Eyes towards the terrible Bed,. 
inftead of an ugly Fellow mth a Beard, beheld his- 
charming Vwlaxtey who had laid by his Side ^U 
Night, and not the jealous Hufband of Virgtniay 
who had been gone into the Country about eight 
- Days before. The two pretty Coufins pelted him 
widi conilderable Raillery; and never did Man of 
Wit fo lamely defend, or fay fo little for himfelf. 
Viold^tej who was naturally gay, and ral]y*d with a> 
Grace, had like to have made her Coufin die witb> 
laughing, when flie pleafantly exaggerated to ber^ 
what bodily Fears fhc had put poor Don Pedro in, 
as often as ihe had pretended to be awake, and 
drew nearer to him. It was a long time before Do« 
JPedro cou'd recover out of his CoirfbfiDn, and fet: 
his Countenance in order. At laft Virginia toofc 
Compailion on him, and left him alone with hec 
Coufin, with whom you may fuppofe he had Affiira^ 
of great Importance to fettle, becaufe he was lhu& 
* up with her tiU Noon. From this happy Hour, alk 
the whUe the Hufbaiid ftay'd in the Country^the; 
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two Gentkmen-Coufins, and the two Gentlewomen- 
Coufins met frequently together, and made the beft 
ufe of their Time. When the Hufband came to 
Town again, Rodriguex. was the lels happy of the 
two; for Don Pedro ^ by the charitable Afliftance of 
the Servants, whom his Prefents had brought over 
to his Intereft, made a (hifc for two or three Months 
to pafi moft of the Nights with Violanie^ who was 
Mifhreis of her own A6^ions, and ever fince the Mar- 
riage of her Couiin lodg*d in a fepamte Building, 
which had a Door into another Street. He became 
ib pailionately in Love with her, that be earneftiy 
defir'd to marry her 5 but whenever h^ made any 
liich Propofal, flie always turned the Difcourfe {o 
dexteroully, that he cou'd not pofitively tell whether 
Ihe did it out of Delign, or becaufe fhe did not care 
to liflen to him. In Ihort, as there is nothing per- 
manent in this tranfitory World, VioUnte began at 
iength to flacken in her Paffion, and grew cold by ' 
little and little, infomuch that Don Pedro could 
not forbear complaining of it; and not knowing 
better how to account for this Alteration, accused her 
of Infidelity, and reproach'd her with having fome 
other Gallant more happy than himfelfl Infiead of 
mending Matters by this Procedure, he utterly ruin'd 
them, and made himfelf at laft fo infupportable to 
Violante, that Ihe not only refused to fee him a 
Nights, but likewife to admit his Vifits in the Day- 
time. This Treatment did not in the leaft difcou- 
rage^him ; he gain d, by virtue of his Money, one of 
her Maids, who was fo treacherous as to inform him, 
that her Miftrefs was paffionately in Love with her 
Coufin s Brother-in-law, who had juft Feft the Col- 
lege ; That he was a very handfome Youth, and no 
lefi in love with Violanfe than ihe was with him. 
~ '""" ^ "^ " To 
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To compleat her perfidious Treachery, this ill-con- - 
dition'd Devil advis'd him to pretend himfelf fick^ , 
to acquaint her Miftrefe with his lUnefs, and com- 
plain of her being the Caufe of it, which was likely . 
enough ; and, in Ihort, to feign it fo well, that her 
Miftrefs might be no loiiger upon her Guard, as Ihe 
had hitherto been, everunce Ihe knew hejrlelfguU*- - 
ty of Infidelity to him. Don Pedro play'd his Part 
to Admiration. VioJmte fell into the Trap, and i 
our treacherous Damfel had no fooner introduced het - 
Miftrefs*s new Adonis^ but fhe open'd the Door to 
the jealous Don Pedro. He bolted very furioufly 
into Violant'e^ Chamber, who by that time was got 
to Bed, and her young Gallant undrefling to pre- - 
pare for the Encounter. He came with his Sword 
in his Right Hand towards his Rival, perhaps with 
an Intention only to frighten him ; but our young 
Spark was not to be daunted fo; for holding out 
one of his Shoes, whicbhehadjuftpluck'd off, a& 
ter the fame manner as you do a Pocket PifloJ, he 
aim'd it at Don Pedro s Head, in fo formidable a 
manner, that he who litde expeSed fuch aWel^ 
come, and did not doubt but he wou*d fire at him, 
duck*d his Head, and turn'd the other way, which 
gave our Youngfter time enough to get to the Door. 
Violante^ who was defirous to break with Don Pe^ 
dro^ immediately fell a laughing, and told him he 
was the firft Man that had. ever been afraid of being 
kiird by a Piftol made of an old Shoe. He was fo 
nettled at this Jeft, that he gave her a Box on the 
Ear ; Ihe took him by the Beard, they tugg d and - 
grappled, and at lail the diicourteoqs Granada. 
Spark, after he had us'd her fo very ill that Ihe had 
nothing but Cries to have recourfe to, juft got into 
the Street at the very moment that Virginia, hec 
Huf.' 
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Huflband, and all the Scrvsfiits expecting a military 
ScufHe, came into Viotante^s Chamber. He imme- 
diately went to acquahit Dcyn Rodriguez with what 
had happen'd to him, and without lofing any more 
time, offered his Service to the Duke of OJJuna^ 
who went the next Day for NapleSy of which King- 
dom he was made Vicc-roy. Don Pedro waited on 
him to the Harbour, where he took Ihipping with 
him, leaving his dear Coufin very much affli(aedfor 
his Abfence. He flay*d about fix or feven Years in 
Naples J being exceediiigly belov'd by theVice-roy, 
who allow'd him a conlSerabfe Penfion. He like- 
wife received great Retunts from Sfnin, thro' which 
means no one mad^ a handfomer Figure than he, 
which made him be fo much the more confider*d in 
It ah J by reafon the Generality of the Spaniards go 
thither to make their Fortunes, as the French do 
to Ipend them. He made a Voyage into Sicily ^ vifi- 
ted its raoft' remarkable Cities, and then returning 
into Italy y liv'd two or three Years at Romej as 
many at Venice^ law all the confiderable Towns, 
and at bft, having been fourteen or fifteen Years 
out of Spain J always up to the Ears in Love, or if 
you pleafe, in Fornication, ever a mighty Intriguer, 
and fiill confirming himfelf in his heretical Opinion, 
that it was not lafe for a Man to marry a Woman 
of Wit, he at length refolv*d to put an end to all 
his Rambles, and re-vifit Granada^ and the Friends 
he had left there. What principally contributed to 
make him leave Italy^ was his want of Money, thro* 
the Negligence of his Correfpondents J or at leaft 
he had fo little left, that he had fcarce enough to 
defray his Charges to Barcelona. He was forced to 
. fell fome of his Moveables there, wherewith he 
])0ii3ht him a M'llc; aud only referv'd .to teft Suit 
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of Cloaths to ride in. Thus equipped, he took the 
readieft Road towards his dear Native Country, 
without fo much as a Valet to keep him Company, 
the Servant whom he had brought with him from 
Spain being dead, as we may reafonably fuppofe, of 
tne Neapolitan Difeafe; and his Imail Fund be- 
ing not lufficient to maintain another. He left 
Barcelona by break of Day, to avoid the Heat and 
Flies of the Month o£AuguJiy and by Nine in the 
Morning had got about five or fix Leagues. He 
rode thro' a large Town, where a Caialonian Duke 
had pad part of his Summer in a noble Caftle that 
faced the Road. This Duke was well ftricken in 
Years, and liad married a fine young Lady not a- 
bove Twenty Years old. This Day, as it happened, 
he was gone a hunting, and was not expe£ted home 
till the next. The young Dutchefs faw our Gram 
nada Gentleman moving forward, from a Balcony 
Ihe had that lookM towards tlie great Road. His 

food Mien made her defirous to view Kim nearer ; 
efides, (he was naturally very curious, and wou'd 
not by her Good-will fuffer any Strangers to pals 
thro* her Town without fending to (jpeak with them, 
Alrho' our Granada Hero could have been very 
willing to have traveled a few Miles farther before 
he dined, yet cou d he not in good Manners refufe 
to wait on the Dutchels, who fcnt a Page to let him 
know flie wou d be glad of his Company. She was 
asi)eautiful as an Angel, and our Don for his pare 
had no Averfion to pretty W#men, altho* they were 
not Dutcheffes. He was well-lhap'd and tall, and 
t!ie Dutchefs took a peculiar Delight to gaze upon 
handfome youiig Fellows like him, to make her felf 
Ibme Amends fir the Pennance flie did in her Huf- 
jbofld's Go;iver&tion, >vJio was fo exceedingly fond 
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of her, and fo pleased with her chearful Temper, . 
that he thought he did not fee her enough, akho'he 
was feldom from her. Da^z Pedroy who was a Man 
of Wit as well as Judgment, diverted the Dutchefs 
extremely with the Recital of his Travels, and fan- 
cy^d at fiiA da{h that ihe was a Lad^ that had no 
Averfion to Pleafurc. She inf®rm'd her fcif particu- 
larly of the Gallantry of Ndplesy defir'd to know 
whether the Women there were allowed any Liber- 
ty, and whether the Italian Gallants carried on their 
Amours as bravely as thofe of Spain. At laft Bon 
Pedro con6rm*d himfelf, by the Queftions flic put to^ 
him, that if flie did not go to the bottom of an Li- 
trigue, "'twas not for want of Good-will- She made 
him dine with her, to the mutual Satisfaction of 
both. Our Granada Adventurer wou'd have taken 
h^s leave of Ipr after Dinner, but flie would not 
hjfkr it, telling him, that fince the Duke her Hu& 
band would not come home that Day, flie defir'd 
him to be her Gueft ; adding obligingly, that Per- 
fons of Merit were very rare in Catalonia ; and 
therefore whenever flie had the Happinefs to meet 
them, no wonder if flie coveted to enjoy their Con* 
verfation as long as flie cou'd. She led him into 
a large Clofct very cool and refrefliing, adorn d with 
fine ridures, China, and other rich Furniture, It 
wanted not, fince we are oblig'd to be particular, 3 
noble Alcove, embroider'd Culhions, and a conve- 
nient Couch, with a rich Sattin QuiJt thrown over 
it. Here our Traveller recounted to her all his Ad- 
ventures at Granada, Sevil, and Madrid, together 
with thofe of Italy, which are not as yet come to 
my Knowledge. The Dutchefs liftned very atten- 
tively ; at laft he told her he was refolv*d to marry, 
if he could but find a Woman from whom he fliou'd 

have 
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have no reafon to apprehend any of thoie ill Offices 
which witty Women are always able to do their 
Hulbands. I have an Eilate, continues he, that is 
far from bebg contemptible 5 ^d tho' the Woman 
I marry does not bring me a Farthing, yet provided 
Ihe has been well educated, and is not detorm'd, I 
Ihall make no fcruple to chufe her 5 altho', to deal 
ingenuoufly with you, I would much fooner pitch 
upon a Woman that is deform'd, and Fool enough, 
than one that is handfbme, and not fo. You are 
certainly wrong in your Noions, replies the Dut- 
chels ; but, What do you mean by being well edu* 
cated ? I mean a Woman of Virtue, anfwer'd our 
Traveller : And how is itpoflible for a Fool to be 
a Woman of Virtue, cries the Dutchefe, if flie nei- 
ther knows what Virtue is, nor is capable of being 
taught it ? Beiides, how can a Fool love you, that 
has not Scnfe enough to know your Merit ? She 
will trelpafi againft her Duty, without knowing 
what Ihe does; whereas a Woman of Wit, altho 
Ihe fhould diftruft her Honour, will know how to 
avoid thole Occalions where the may run any rifque 
of lefing it. They argued a long while pro and cow 
upon tms Subjeft, our Don maintaining, that all 
the Knowledge required in a Woman was, to l6ve 
her Hulband, to betaithful to him, and carefully to 
look after her Family Affairs and Children ; and the^ 
Dutchefe endeavouring to convince him, that a Fool 
was not capable of doing it ; nay, tho' ihe were 
beautiful^ would certainly dilguft him at laft. They 
mutually gave feveral Proofs of their Wit, and the 
good Opinion they had of each other foon iroprov'd 
into Eftcem, nay, and fomewhat better. Our Spa* 
niard did not only differ from the Duke in Age, 
' )Nit and Perfon^ but was alfo one of the handfomeft. 
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bcft-fliap'd Men in the World ; and if he appeared* 
fudi to the Dutche& he likewife thou^c her the^ 
lovelieft Woman he nad ever beheld* He was as^ 
bold as a Lion, and never found himielf alone with 
a Woman, but he immediately offered his Service 
to hen If Ihe accepted it, he did his beft to ac<* 

Suit himfelf ; and if ihe took (huff at it, would Ed! 
own on his Marrow-bones, and terming himielf 
the horrid'ft Sinnfer in the World, afk Pardon fo in- 
genioufly, and with fo much Hypocrifie, that xht 
Lady mufi needs forgive his Tranfgreifion, or per- 
haps by way of Atonement make hmi tranigrefs a- 
gain. I could never have imagined, lays he to the 
charming Dutcheis, that any one was able to make; 
me throw up an Opinion, the Truth of whidi 1<> 
many Experiments have confirm'd to me ; but 'twas 
never yet oppos'd by fo extraordinary a Perfon as 
yourlelf, whole Soul, without b^ng beholden to 
her Beauty, which however is not to be matched ixy 
the Univerfe, may, acquire her as large an Empire 
as-llie pleafes, over all thofe that have Wit enough 
-^o difcover, that Ihe has a grater Share of it than 
all her Sex put together. You have cured me of 
an Error, added he, but yoa leave me troubled with 
an Illne^, which is fo much the more dangerous^ 
and hard to cure, as I am pleas'd to have it, and 1^ 
fuffering it to gratifie the noblefi Ambition that a 
Mortal is capaole of having. I cannot poiicively 
tell how many more Hyperboles he {hot at the 
Dutchefs's Virtue, and whether he did not fpeak 
abundance of pathetical Impertinences, for upon 
fuch Occalions as tbb, a Man is moft terribly given 
to be impertinent. Neither do I know after what 
manner the Dutcheis received a Djcclaration of Love, 

her Gallant delivered in dae Form at the &me time ; 

I 
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I mean, whether Ihe feem'd to like k by an Anfwcr 

fijkable to the Occafion, or whether by anfwering 
nothing Ihe made good the old Proverb, Silence 
^Ives Consent, But this is certain, that a Maid of 
hers, who died of the King's Evil in France ^ often 
bwn*d before feveral credible Gentlemen, that the 
Clofet-door was (hut for fome two Hours upon them, 
that they were together till Supper-time ; aiid altho' 
this Maid, whom I luppofe to have been an Anda* 
lujian^ had never told me this, yet do I know full 
well , that Opportunity makes a Thief. The Night 
came, that favourable Goddefs to ftoUen Love, but 
neither was Don Pedro nor the Dutchefs the bettei 
for it ; for partly out of good Manners, and partly 
not to give the Servants an Occafion to guefs, who 

fenerally do fo beyond the Truth, to which they 
ave a natural Antipathy, they calfd for Candles, 
which were almoft eclips'd by the brighter Eyes 
Heaven had faeftow'd upon the Dutchefs, and which 
at that moment twinkled prettier than any pair of 
Stars in the Firmament. The Vermilion of her 
Cheeks was double to what it ufed to be, which 
made her appear more glorious than the Sun on a 
fine Summer's Day to Don Pedro, whofe Vifige 
too was a little inclined to Scarlet. Thus they 
merrily pafs'd away the Time in exchanging Glan- 
ces with one another, when a Servant came to ac- 
quaint the Dutcheis, that his Gra«e her Hulband 
was below in the Court. All that flie could do in 
this Surprize, was to Ihut up the thrice-aftonifli'd 
Don Pedro in a large gilt Cupboard where ftie kept 
her perfum'd Waters ; which done, Ihe put the Key 
in her Pocket, and threw her felf upon the Bed. 
The Duke, who was at leaft Threefcore Years old, 
cgme into his Wife*s Clofet, and found her as gay 

and 
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arid frefli as a Rofe uponthe Stalk. He told her, 
he had juft received a Letter from the King, which 
oblig'd him to return fooner than he thought. He 
was very hungry, and therefore ordered the Servants 
to bring whatever they hid ready in the Houfe, into 
the fame Clofet ; and the" Dutchefs, who had no 
great Stomach to cat, while her Traveller perhaps 
wifli'd himfelf ten Foot under Ground, took a Chair 
near the Table. She was exceeding chearful and 
brifk, and of a Gaiety that beftow'd new Youth up- 
on her old Huflband, fo much did it revive his Spi- 
rits. It was a cuftoraary thing for her to lay extra* 
vagant Wagers with him, elpecially when flie wan- 
ted Money, which her good Man always took a 
Pleafure to lofe to her, being perfectly charm'd with • 
fb agreeable a Wife. He never fancy'd her more 
beautiful than now. She told him a hundred merry 
Stories, by the fimeToken that our Duke had like 
to have choak'd himfelf with laughing at *em ; for, 
eating heartityj and kughing heartily at the iame 
time, a bit of Meat happen'cf to go down the wrong 
way, but Heaven be praig'd, it did him no harm. 
At laft the Dutchefs, who was of a Humour to turn 
every thing into Merriment; had a mind to divert 
her felf at the Expence of her Gallant in the Sweat- 
ing-tub 5 iays flie to the Duke, Methinks it is a long 
while fince we laid a Wager laft 5 now I would fain 
^lay a hundred Piftoles, that I have Occafion for, uj^ 
onthefirftSubjea that offers it feE The Duke 
told her he was ready, and that he would leave it 
to her to propofe the Subjefl:. The Dutchefs pro- . 
pos'd feveral, which Ihe knew he wou'd not accept, 
and at laft.ask'd him, whether he would lay that he 
could ireckpn up 4l.thc things in a Family that arc 

made 
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made of Iron. The Duke agreed to do it, tho' he 
thought it a very foolilh thyig to lay a Wager on, 
and calling for Paper and Ink, io (bon as the Cloth 
was remov'd, and his Chaplain had (aid Grace, (for 
the Duke, you muft know, kept a good Decorum 
in his Family) he writ down the Names of all the 
Iron Utenfils he could think of j but it fell out luc- 
kily for the Dutchefs, that he forgot to mention a 
Key. She got him to read over what he had writ- 
ten two or three times, and when he had fo done, 
ask'd him if he was iatisfied with it, and whether 
he had any thing to add ? She then folded the Pa- 
per, telling him ihe wou'd examine it at her leifure, 
and in the mean time relate to him one of the pret- 
tieft Adventures he ever heard. A little while after 
you were gone upon your Sports, I was, continues 
Ihe, looking out of one of our Windows that faces 
the high Road, when I faw a Man of an extraordi- 
nary Mien mounted on a Mule, who prick'd and 
Ipurr'd his BeaA to make all the hafte he could. I 
had the Curiofity to know whither he was going in 
io much bafte, s^nd difpatch'd one of my rages to 
tell him I would fpeak with him. To be plain 
with you, I never in all my Life law a Man better 
fliap'd, or more likely to make even a Woman of 
Virtue difp^nfe with a Conjugal Vow. I ask*d him 
whence he came, and who he was ? He anfwer'd 
rile fo genteely, and with fo much Wit, that I was 
defirous to have mor^ of his Converfation. So I 
cngag'd him to flay with me the remainder of the 
Day, and to acquaint mc with all his Adventures, 
which I imagin'd muft needs be very curious and 
entertaining. He performed what I defir*d to my 
Expeftation, and I muft frankly own, I was nevet 
better diverted with any Hiftory in all my Life, and 

am 
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im refolv'd, quoth Ihc, to divert your Grace like- 
wife with it. Then flie recounted to the Duke all 
that had happen'd to Doti Pedro at Granada^ Sevil, 
and Madridy and her good Man, who was as mer- 
ry a Wight as is poffiblc for a Duke to be, fell a 
laughing as if he would have burft his Hoops, 
which made the Dutchefs and fome of his chie^ 
Servants, whom he allow'd to be &miliar with him, 
to join in this merry Confort. After this, fhe ac- 
quainted him with all that had befallen our Grana" 
da Gentleman in Italy ^ whicli was very pleafant as I 
have been told, for 1 could never yet inform my felF 
what the Particulars were. All I know is, that the 
Duke laugh*d heartily at them, and Z)o» Pedro him- 
felf coulcf not forbear doing the like in the Cheft. 
In fliort, after flie had very well diverted her felf 
with making her Hulband laugh, and all the Com- 
pany, and even Don Pedro into the bargain, who 
till now had had his ^hare in the Mirth, fhe told her 
Hulband, that our Traveller, after he had recounted 
all his Adventures, was fo hardy as to make Love to 
her, and did it with fo much Addrefs, that fhe cou'd 
not find in her Heart to be angry with him for car- 
rying his Gallantry fo far, and who could not but 
gjrceive that he was by no means difpkafing to her* 
ut why fliould I multiply Words in vain ? (conti- 
nued the Dutchefs) a Gentleman fo well made as he, 
may attempt any thing without danger. We ipei« 
the greateftpart of the Day together, to our^ mutual 
Satisfa£lions, and had done f5 ftiU, but that yoa 
came home when I little expeSed you. Not to 
mince Matters, your Return both afBifted and fur- 
priz'dme. My lovely Stranger feem'd. to be in a 
greater Confternation than my felf, fo I haftily Ihut 
Him up in my Cheft of perfum'd Waters, from 

whence 
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•whence he muft needs hear me, if he is not alreac^ 
dead with Fear. But knowing what an Afcendant 
I have over you, and being in my own Temper ui>- 
capable of diffembling even thofe very things, where 
my too great Freedom may do me harm, I was re- 
folv'd to divert you at the expence of this poor 
<5entkman, whom I will draw out of his Hole, fo 
foon as you are gone to your own Apartment, and 
leave him to purfue his Journey to Granada^ 'where, 
lie is going, as he tells me, to find out a Woman 
who is Fool enough^ it (eems, to deferve to be his 
Wife. The Dutchefi gave fuch an Air of Proba- 
bility to this true Story, that the Duke quitted his 
lod Humour, and tum'd ierious all on a fudden : 
[e looked pale, was afraid that what his Wife had 
told him was true, and could not forbear aiking for 
the Keys cf the Cteft) Wherein, as fhe pretended, 
the Stranger was fhut up. She changed the Dip 
courfe, and by that means encreas'd both his Sulpi- 
cion and Fears. He ask*d her once more for the 
Keys, which Ihe refus'd him. He was relblv'd to 
have them, and arofe from his Seat in a Pafiion« 
Very well. Sir, very well, quoth the Dutchefi, be- 
fore you aft me for the Keys in fuch hafle, pray be 
J)lea6*d cooly and calmly to read over your Cata- 
ogue ; you have forgot to fct down Keys in it 5 you 
cannot deny but that they are made of Iron, and 
that you owe me a hundred Piftoles upon the Wa- 

fet ; pray give 'fem me now, as you are oblig'd in 
lonour, and take notice, that if I have told you a 
merry Story, 'twas only to put you in mind of what 
you had Joft, and at the faraq time to divert you, 
that you might part the freer wirh your Money. 
The next time I would have you to be wifer, than 
to take an invented Story for a Truth ; Twas not 

pro- 
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probable that fo many extraordinary Adventures 
Ihould befal one lingle Man, and much lefs, that I 
would have told you fucli a Story if it had been 
true. He laugh'd as if he had been diftra61ed, ad- 
mired the prodigious Wit of his Wife, and com- 
mended it before his Servants, who were perhaps as 
arrant Fools as himfelf. See now, cries he as loud 
as he was able, and lau^'d at the lame time, fee 
now by what a cunning retch the Gypfie has given 
me to underfland I have loft. The Dutchefs had 
lik'd to have kill'd her felf with laughing, her Wo- 
man feconded her, and Don Pedro was half dead 
with flifling his Laughter in the Cheft. At laft the 
Duke, after he had order'd the Steward to pay his 
Wife a hundred Piftoles, leaves her to go to his own 
Apartment, often faying to himfelf, that flie was a 
true Devil, and fometimes, that flie had the Wit of 
a Devil. The Duke's Servants repeated the fame 
Words after their Mafler, fo that all the while the 
Duke was going towards his Chamber, you could 
hear nothing elfe upon the Stairs but different Voi- 
ces, crying. My Lady Dutchefs has the WH of a 
Devil, my Lady Dutchefs is a true DeviL In the 
mean time the Steward paid the Dutchefs her hun- 
dred Piftoles, and went his way. The Dutcheis 
fliut her Chamber-door, and having freed Don Pe^ 
dro out of his Little-eafe, who had fcarce recovered 
of his Fright, flie endeavoured to convince him, 
that a Woman of Wit cou d difengage Jierfelf with 
Honour out of a fcurvy Bufinefs, the very Thoughts 
of which would have made a Fool to die with Fear. 
She would have had him take part of a Collation, 
which her Women had juft then fet upon the Table, 
but he beg'd her Pardon, and defir'd her to let himi 
go. She gave him the hundred Piftoles Ihe had 

won 
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i*on of her Huflband, together with a Gold Cham, 
and Jher Piclure, that were worth as much more, 

. coiTJuring him withal not to forget her, but to let 
her hear from him now and then. After this, flie 
tenderly embraced him, and put him into the hands 
of her Maids, who let him and his Mule out pri- 
vately by a Back-door. He did not think conve- 
nient to lie in that Place, but rode two Leagues fir-, 

-ther till he came to the Town, where he intended 
to have dined the Day before, if the Dutchels had 
not flopt him. This odd Adventure with the Cata^ 
Ionian Dutchefi ran perpetually in his Head : He 
could not enough wonder at her falling in love with 
him fo on the fudden, before flie knew him ; at her 
Raflinefsjin relating to the Duke a Story fo nice, 
butfo true; aiKilaftof all, at her great Addrefe in 
•applying it to her Wager. He likewife admir'd the 
good Temper of^ the Duke, pitied his Condition, 
and fortified hirafelf more than ever in his Opinion, 
that a Woman of Wit was hardly worth looking af- 
ter ; and doubted not but that if the Dutchefs had 
not too much rely'd upon the Goodncls of her In- 
vention, flie durft never have carried on her In- 
trigue fo far, nor had the Boldnefs to communicate 

dt to her Htilband. He promised himfelf that he 
would never run any fuch Rifque of being ill mar- 
ried, becaufe he wou'd either take no Wife at all, 
or if he did, pitch upon one that was fofooliih, 
that flie fliould not be able to diAinguiih between 
Love and Averiion. As he was making thefe wife 
Reflexions, he arrived at Madrid^ where he found 
his Couiln Don Rodriguez, had inherited his Fa- 
ther's EAate, and was married to his Kinfwoman. 
He was informed by him, that Violante had dilpos'd 

^berfelf in Matrimony, and, that the beautiful 

I Vir^ 
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Virginia was goiie to the Indies with her Hufband. 
From Madrid he arrived at Granada ; The firft Vi- 
ft he paid was to his Aunt, who welcomed him 
with a thoufaiid Embraces ; told him, that Sera'- 
fhina lived like a Saint, and that her Lover had 
died of Grief, becaufe he could not perfuade her to 
quit theCloyfter to marry him. Next Day he went 
in Company with his Aunt to fee young Laura, Si?" 
raphinds Daughter : She had been put into a Con- 
vent when flie was but four Years old, and now 
might be about fixteen* He found her as beautiful 
as all the Angels put together, and as fooliih as all 
the Nuns that come into the World without Braiiis, 
and are takenoutof itin their In&ncy, to be bu« 
ried alive in a Convent. He sazM upon her, and 
was charm'd by her Beauty ; he made her talk, and 
admir'd her Innocence. He now flatter'd himfdf 
he had found what he had been fo long looking af- 
ter ; and what made him take the greater Fancy to 
Laura was, that {he much refembled* Serafbinay 
with whom he had once been paffionately in Love, 
' tho' the Copy infinitely exceeded the Original. He 
told his Aunt, (he was not his Daughter, and ac- 
quainted her with his Refolution to marry, her.- 
The old Gentlewoman approved his Choice, and 
communicated the good News to JLauray who nei- 
ther rejoyc'd, nor was fad at it. Don Pedro fiit- 
nifh'd his Houfe, and look'd out for the moft fooliih 
Servants he could find : He likewife endeavoured to 
get a fet of Maids full as iimple as Laura, which 
however gave him no finall Trouble. He prefented 
his Mifirefs with the richefi Cloaths and the fineil 
Things that Granada could afford. All the Perfons 
of Quality in that City were invited to the Wed- 
ding, and were as much pleased with Lauras Beau- 
ty, 
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B, as they were dil^ufied at her Simplicity. Tho 
ompany broke betimes, aiid our new-marry'd Cou- 
ple were left alone to themlelves. JDo« Pedro feiit 
his Servants to Bed, and having order'd his VVife'a . 
Maids like wife to retire lb foon as they had undreft 
her, he Ihut the Chamber-door ; and now the Dcvij 
put it into his Head to execute the moft nonfenfical 
Frolick that ever one was guilty of, who had pafs'd 
all his Lifetime for a Man of Senfe. He late down 
in a Chair, making his Wife to ftand all the while 
before liim, when he fpoke the following Words to 
her, or others much more impertinent : i ou are my 
Wife, and I hope I (hall have reafon to blefi God for 
it, fb long as we live together ; be fure you remember 
what I tell you, and carefully obferve it while you 
live, left you otherwife offend God, and difpleafe me: 
At thefe VVords the innocent Laura made him ma- 
ny profound Courtfies, whether feaibnably or not, 
Signifies nothing ; and with her two little rogijy blin- 
king Eyes look'd as fearfully upon her.HujDBand as 
a new-come Scholar does upon an imperious Peda- 
gogue. Do you know (continued Don Pedro) how 
marry'd People ought to live ? Not I, forfootb, 
{reply 'd Laura^ dropping him a Courtlie much lower 
than Ihe had done before) but if you 11 teach me, "^ 
m remember it better than my ^^ Mnria; ani 
then (he dropt him another. Don Pedro thought 
hirafelf the happieft Man upon Elartb, to find more 
Simplicity in his Wife than he durft to have hoped. 
He took ftom his Armoury a very rich, but light. 
Suit of Armour, which he had wore formerly at a 
magnificent Reception the City had tfiade the King 
of Sp^in : With this he equipp d his pretty Idiot^ 
put a litde gilt Murrion on her Head finely adorn'! 
with Plumes, girt a Sword by her Side^ and putting 

£ aL^ice 
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;a Laiicc into her Hand, gravely told her, it was the . 
Duty of all Wives, who had a mind to be thought ^ 
virtuous, to watch their Hulbands while they flepr, 
«rm'd in all points as Ihe was. She anfwer'd him 
wth her ufoal CourtfTes, and kept on courtfing till 
lie bid her take two or three turns about the Cnam- 
•fcer, which flie happened to perform with fb good a 
Grace, her Natural Beauty and Military Habit no? 
a little contributing to fet her off, that our too-refi- 
ned Politician of a~Hulband was perfe£lly charm'd 
with her. He went to Bed, and Laura contintfd 
in motion till five a-Clock in the Morning. Our 
Gentleman, who was the moft confidering and diP 
creet of all Hufbands in the . Univerfe, or at leaft 
thought he was fuch, got up, drefs'd himfelf, 
.difarm*d his Wife, hclp'd her to pluck off her 
Ciloaths, put her to Bed, which he had juff quitted, 
-and kils*d her a thoufiind times, weeping for meer 
Joy, that he had at laft found fo ineftimable a Jewel. 
He then wifli'd her a good Rqpofe, and forbidding 
his Servants to awake her, went to Mafs, and about 
his other Affairs : For I had forgot to inform the 
courteous Reader, that he had purchased a Place iii 
GranadA much like to that of our Mayor s^ or Pr<y- 
vojis of the Merchants. The firft Night of their 
Marriage pafs'd after the manner I have related, 
and the Hufcand was fuch a confirmed Sot, as to im- 
ploy the fecond no better ; Accordingly Heaven pu- 
iiilh'd him for his Stupidity. - An unlucky Bufinefs 
happened, which oblig'd him to take Poft that very 
Day, and ride to Court. H« had only time to 
chapge his Cloaths, and take leave of his Wife, 
enjoining her, under pain of offending God and difr^ 

f leafing him, to obfervc exaflly in his Abfcnce the 
)uty of a married Wom^n. Thofe that have Bufi- 

nefi 
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nefi nt C6utt,-let them be as good Aflrologers as 
thef pleafc, cannot aflign the precife time when it 
fliall h6 concluded. Don Pedro did not thilik of 
flaying there above five or fix Days at farthcft, but 
however was forced to wait five or fix Months. All 
this while the fimple Laura did not 6il to pa& her , 
Nights in her Armour, and to fpend her Pay in 
working at her Needle, which flie had learnt in the 
Convent. A Gentleman of Cordoua came to Gra* .. 
nada at this time about a Law-Suit ; he was vp 
Fool as to his InteH€£tuaIs, and was well made as to 
hi^ Perlbn. He often law Laura in her Balcony, 
thought her exceeding pKCtty, pafs*d and repafs'd 
before her Windows a hundred times a Day, at 
leaft, after the Mode of Spain ; but Laura let him 
fairly pals and repafs without knowing what it meant, 
or (b much as defiring to know it. Tnerc liv'd ovep- 
againft Don Pedro"^ Houfe a poor fort of Woman, 
but charitable in her Nature, and ready to relieve 
tire Wants oF her Neighbours^ who foon pcrceiv d 
both the Stranger's Love, and the fmall Progrefs 
he had made on the charming Lauras AfFe£lion$ : 
She was a Woman of Intrigue, and her chief Bufi- 
nefs was that of bringing good People together^ for 
which Ihe was admirably fitted by her Trade, which 
lay in Commodes, ''ljOWfirs,Wauics, Effences, Eli* 
Durs, and fome fine Secrets for beautifying the Skin, 
and taking off Freckles 5 but what recommended 
her moft for this virtuous Employinent, washer be- 
ing fappos'd to be skiird in the black Art. She fo 
pun£luaflybow*d to the Cordouan Gentleman, and 
good-morrow'd him fo often as he pafs d before * 
Lauras Window, that lie fmcied Ihe <UJ not do ip 
for nothing. . He accofled her, . and all at',oneQ ' 
ftruck upan^Acqciaintancc arid Friendfliip with her ; 

£ 2 lie 
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^lic difcover'd his Paffion to her, and pronaisM f9 
*«[nkc her Fortune, if Ihe cou'dbut fcrvc him in his 
Amour. This old Agent of Lucifer lofes no Time, 
:gets her felf introduced by the fcx)lilh Servants into 
-the G^mpany of their foolilh Miflrefe, under pre- 
ytencc or fliewing her fome fine Cuiiofities. She 
V commended her Beauty, lamented her being to fbon 
•forced to lofe her Hufband's Company, and when 
^ihcfound her felf alone with her, ipoke to her of. 
^the fine Gentleman that pafs'd io often before her 
'Window. She told her, he lov'd her more than 
>hb life, and tliatheTiad a violent Inclination to 
■fcrvc her, if ihe thought fitting. In truth, I am 
'trery much obliged to him, reply -d the innoceilt 
SjLura^ and Ihou'd like his Service well enough, but 
our Houfe is fo full of Servants, and Ihou d any of 
<them gdaway, I durft not receive him in my Huf- 
land's Abfence: However, I will write to him a- 
bout it, if the Gentleman dcfires it, and dont doubt 
iut I fliall obtain what I alk of him. This was c- 
nough to io experienced a Bawd as ours, to convince 
her that £/2«r/? was Simplicity itfelf. She there- 
fore endcavour*d to explain to her as well as fhe 
"was able, after what manner this Gentleman defir'd 
^o lerve her : She told her he was full as rich as her 
Hufband, and that if ihe had a mind to fee any 
Proofs of it, Ihe would bring her from him the fineft 
Jewels, and the richefl Cloaths that could he. Alas J 
Madatn, fays Laura^ I have fo much cf what you 
talk of, that I dont know where to put them. Since 
'tis fo, aniwer'd this Ambafladrefs of Safany and 
-you don t care that he Ihould prefent you, fuflet him 
at leaft to Tifit you. He may do that, fays Laum^ 
whenever he plcafcs, no one will hinder mm. That 
if iu much as can be defir'd, replies this venerable 

Bawd, 
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Baivd,Buryet 'twould be much better flill if yourFoot- 
men and Maids knew nothing of it. That s eafi« 
enough, anfwer'd LawrSj for my Maids don't lieiii' 
my Chamber, I go to Bed without their help, and 
that very late. Take this Key along with yow, con- 
tinues flae, which opens ail the Doors in the Houfe, 
and about eleven at Night he may come in at the 
Garden-door, where he will fee a little Stair-cafe^ 
that will lead him to my Chamber. This old Bel- 
\ dame took her Hands, and kifs'd them a hundred 
times, telling her, fee was going to beftow new 
. Life upon a poor Gentleman, whom Ihe had left a 
dying. And how came that about? cdcs Ldur a all 
in a Fright. Why *tis you that have killed him,. 
lepEes this diidembling Gypfic. Laura hereat look-* 
«d pale, as if ihe had been convided of Murthcr, 
♦ find was going to declare her Innocence, ifthiswic- 
. k«d VVomaii, who did not think it convenient to 
abufe her Ignorance any longer, had not left her, 
throwing her Arms about her Neck, and affuring h«r 
the fickNIan would not die. You may imagine (he 
nnderftood her Trade too well to forget the miracu- 
lous Key that cou d open all the Doors, Some 
. . malapert Critkk now will fell upon my Bones a- 
bout thi» Key, and tell me 'tis all over Witchcrak^ 
andfinelk of a Fable; but let him know from his 
moil humble and moft^ obliged Servant, that tha 
Gentlemen in Spain have fuch forts of Keys, which 
they C331 MifireJ/ef^ and that in the Days of yore. 
People were better bred, and more civil than to find 
&ult with what th^ did not underftand. Let him 
nuiul me Fore-ftroke and Back-flroke, all. that lies 
within the compafs of his little Capacity/ but I^ 
fhould be reckon das great a Co:ccomb as he,., to 
tcouble iD]LH^dany more about him*. To return 
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then to our eld Matron : She went to &d out l}ie 
imparienc Lover, and told him with an infernal 
Sneer what Progrefs ihe had made in his Buiinels : 
He rewarded her like a liberal Gentleman, and ex- 
peaed the Night with Impatience. The Ni^t at 
laft arriv'd, he open d the Garden-door, and floleup 
as foftly as he could to Jjmrd% Chamber, at the 
time when this filly Creature was walking up and 
dpwn in her Room arm'd Cap a-pc, with a LaiKC 
in her Hand, according to the filutary Infini£lions 
of her exrravagjint Huiband. There was only a 
fmall Light in a Corner of the Room, and theDdor 
ftood wide open, without queftion to receive th€ 
Cofdouan Gallant : But our Spark ieeii^ a Perfbn 
all in Armour, did not^oubt but he del^'d to get 
him into his Clutches. His Fear then prevail'd over 
his Love, as violent as it was, and away he fled falt- 
er than he ha^ come, fearing that he ibodd not get 
into the Street time enough. He went to his trwfty 
Goer-between, and infbrm'd her \Aat a hazard he 
had run, who being miglitily co&oefn'd ati^athad 
happened, went dire(Sly to Lautds Houfe, to di& 
courfe her about the matter. Our liUy Innocent no 
fooner faw her, but Ihe afe'd her why the Genitk<» . 
man did not comie, and whether he i»as liill ifck ? 
He is not fick, repics ©Id Iniquity, but came to wadt 
on you laft Night, and faw aAarm'dMan in your 
Chamber^ At this Laura made a long-winded 
Lauch, then fell into a facond Fit, and th«n into a 
third ; all which while the old Womaa ccadd not 
tell what t^ make on*t- At laft, when Ihe had foHy 
fitisfied her felf with laughing, and was at liberty to 
fpeak, Ihe told the reverend Beldame, that it was 
plain the Gentleman was not married,, and that it 
was ihe who had walk'd in Amour in her Chamber^ 
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Our virtuous Matron could not tell what to make 
of thcfe Words, smd for a pretty whil6 thought thatr 
Lawra was a downright JVif»r^ ; but after Ihehad 

• put her ieveral QueAioiis, fhe came to underftand 
what Ihe could not otherwife have itnagin'd, a» 

. well the great Simplkicy of a Girl of fifteen, who 
ought to have kno\vn what was what at that Ag«, 
as the extravagant Precaution her Huiband had ufed 
to fecure his yv lie s Chaftity. However, Ihe thought 
it was beft to leave Laura in an Error, and inftcad 
of ihewing ai^ Surprize at the Novelty of the 
Thuig, fell a laughing with Lauray at the great 
Fright the Gallant had been in. A meeting was 
appoifired chat Ni^, the old Woman eiKOuraged 
the Gattant^ and admif 'd m. w^U as he at the Araiige 
St4ipidity <£q\x Hufband and Wife. The Niglit 

. came, he got into the Garden, csept. up the little 

, Stair-caie, and found his Lady again in Armour,. 
perforAiing her Conjugal Duty, as me thought. He 
embraced her all cover'd as ihe wia with Iron, and 
for her part, Ihe received him as if &e had known 
him from her Cradle. At kft he enquired whac 

. ihe delignM to do in this Armour. She && a^ 
feughing,;^and toM him, ihe dutft not take it off, 
nor pa6 the Night in any ether Equipage ; and in— 

. form'd him witnal, fiiice it ieems he knew it not 

. before, that it was a mortal Sin to do othcrwife. 
Our charitable wheedling Cordduan took abundance 
oT pains to undeceive the poor Creature, j^andper- 
(uade her that fhe was abufed^ and tha^ married 
Fecfons^ pafs'd their time after another manner: 
At laft Re prevaU*d upon her to difitrm, and leariT 
a more eafie and pleafent way of performing the 
Duties of Matrimony I thaa^her rigid Hufband had 

E 4. taught 
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taught her, which Laura own d to be a cruel Fi- 
tigue. He was not long in getting off her Armour, 
he likcwife help'd her to unrig, finding flic was too 
long about it herielf, a^d threw himfelf into the 
Bed by her fide, where he made her confefe, that 
Chalk and Cheefe were not more different than his 
Precepts of Matrimony, and thofc of her Hufband. 
In fliort, he taught Laura all he knew, who for her 
part was not backward to learn, while her Hulband 
danc'd Attendance at Court. At laft flie received a 
Letter from him, wherein he fent her Word, that 
his Bufineis being now over, he was preparing to 
come home : And at the fame time our Cbrdouart 
having difpatdi'd his Affairs at QranaJa^ returned 
to Cordoua, without fo much as taking leave of 
Lauray being, as Ffuppife, not very much concer- 
ned to part with her, fince nothing is fo fliort-liv'd 
as our Love fbra FooL Laura was not much mor- 
tify'd at it, and received h^r Hufband with as much 

2oy, and as little Concern for the lofs of her Gal* 
tnt, as if file had never ieen him. Dofi Pedro 
and his Wife fupp'd together, to their mutual Satif^ 
i^dions. The Night was now pretty well Ipent ; 
Don Pedro went to Bed accdrding to Cufiom, and 
you may judge what a Surprise he was in when he 
law his pretty Confbrt in her Smock coming to lie 
by him. Seing much diffurb'd in his righteous Spi- 
rit, he a£fc*d why Ihe was not in her Armour ? CWi, 
j&ys flie, I now know a much better way of pafling 
the Night with one's Hulband, which my other 
Hufband taught me« I thai^ him. What ! Have 
you got another Hulband then, replies Den Pedro^ 
Yes, lays ihe, and fo fine and handfome aftiuiband 
.too^ let me tell you, that you'd be pleased to fee him ; 

but 
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bpt in truth I don't know when we ihai! fee him 
again, for ever fince the laft Letter you ient me he 
has not been hece. Don Pedro diflembling his 
Vexation, afk'd her who he was ; but Ihe could noc 
refolve hiin, and like a loving Tit, piopos'd to Dotb^ 
Pedro to &ew him what a pretty Game her othec 
Hdband had taught her. Our unfortunate Gentk> 
loan pretended ,to be lick, and perhaps was r&dly fb^ 
at leafl in Mind. He tum'd his Back, and chewing 
the Cud upon the bJeflied Choice he had made of a 
Wife, who had not' ouly violated the Honour of 
his Bed, but had not Senfe enough to conceal ic 
from him, bethought himfelf of thewholfome Ad- 
vice of the Catalonian Durchefs, detefled his Errors, 
and owrfd (but it was fomewhat of the latefl) that 
a Woman of Wit knows how to preferve the Laws 
of Honour; or if out of Weaknefi Ihe breaks them, 
knows at Icaft how to keep her Tranfgreffion pri- 
vate. At laft he comforted himfelf as well as he 
could for a Calamity diat was not to be redrefs'd : 
He feign d to be indilpos'd for foraetime, to fee 
whether the Inftru6lions of his Deputy would have 
• any other EfFefl than juft teaching her a Leflbn, 
which he had done better to have taueht 'her him- 
felf. He liv'd feveral Years with her, had always a 
watchful Eye over her Aftions, and when he dy*d 
lehher all his Eftatc, upon* condition the would 
take upon her the Habit -of a Nun, in the lame 
Convent where SeraPhina liv*d, who was at the 
fame time ifiform'd fcy him, that Laura was Ker 
Daughter. He fent all the Particulars of this Hifto- 
ry t3 h is Coufiii Don Rodriguez at Madrid y and 
c n^efs'd to him how finely he had found himfelf 
miftakeii in his erroneous Opinion. He dy'd ; Lai*-^ 

E 5 ra 
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ra ntizhet r^oic'd nor griev'd at his Death. She- 
enter'd her fc!f in the ikme Cmvent whaw her Mo- 
ther ]t¥'d ; who finding what a> great EMl* Dom 
fedro had left hei Daughter, founded a ReUgtous 
Houfe with k. 

The Hiftoty of /)•« Pe^o wa* dlvulg'd after 
his Death, and convinc'd ^1 thofe People who<teubt- 
ed of it before, that Virtue caniiot be perfefl: with- 
out good Senfe 9 that a witty Wdmanmaybe honeft 
of Her&lf, but that a Fool cannot h* fa w^muC: 
Aflilkoce and good-looking afisr. 
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IT was in that lovely Seafbn of the Year, whcti< 
F/ora sind.JPolloy no, I beg your pardon, \vheii> 
Apollo and Flora, drcfs the Earth in her gaydl 
Livery, that a Woman arriv'd at Toledo , the moil' 
ancient and moft renowned City of Sfain, She 
ivasfair and young, as fubtlc^as the old Serpent, 
and lb great an Enemy t^ Truth, that for fcveral: 
Years Ihc never fufFer'd that Virtue to approach her 
Lips ; aiid what is more wonderful, did not find, 
her felf a jot the worfc, at leaft fhe never com* 
pltin'd of it.: Thus Ihc trafficked in Lies, and ge- 
nerally made a good Market of them ; for nothing 
is more certain, than that a Cheat of our Heroine's. 
Complexion has fomctimes ftole her felf into the 
Approbation^ even of thofe Perfons who have a- 
m<)rtal Averfion to Fallhood. She had a Magazine 
of Fiaion large enough to furniih all the Foets, 
Heralds, Vifion-mongcrs, Qbacks, and Aftrologcrs 
in Chriftendm' In Ihort, this uatur^ Qualifica- 
tion, which fhe had taken care to cultivate from 
her Infaiicy, join d to the Charms of her Face, 
-' ' hi 
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liad got her in a ihort time a fine parcel of PiftoW 
Her Eyes were black, lively, brillant, large, as fine 
as fine could be, but withal aoft notorious Killers^ 
convided of fome four or five Murthers, fufpcded 
of fifty more that were not fufficicntly prov'd; 
and as for the Wretches they had wounaed, their 
numbers could not be computed, nor even imagin*d* 
No Woman in the Univerfe drefi finer; the leail 
Pin fii*d by her Haqa carried a peculiar Charm 
with it* She advised with no other Counfellor as 
to her Drefs than hef Looking-glais, which was 
her chief Minifter of State, her Treafurer, and 
Pather-Corfcflbr. She was a moft dangerous Wo- 

' man to look upon, that's certain 5 for a Man could 
not for the Heart of him help loving her, and yet 
cou d not be long her Gallant, without being her 
Slave as long. Well, our Lady, (uch as I have de- 
fcrib*d her, arriv'd at Toledo towards the Evening, 
juft at the very nick when all the Cavaliers of the 
City were preparing a Mafquerade for the Wedding 
of a young Gentleman of the Neighbourhood, who 
was to marry a Lady defccfided of one of the beft 
Families in that City. The Windows were illu- 
minated with Torchesj^ but much more with the 
brighter Eyes of the fair Ladies, and the incredible 
number of Wax-lichts triumph'd o'er the vanquifli'd 
Night, and reftor a the 'foregoing Day. Women 
of the leaft Quality Ihew'd all their Finery upon this 
occafion. A world of Beaux had moft nicely fpru- 
ced up their fine Perfons with a felonious Intention 
to murther che Ladies 5 I mean thofe empty Fops 

'■^hat all great Cities are plagued with, who don't 
care a Farthing whether they make real Conquefts 
or nor, prov:cl3d they can but have the Reputation 
ox ^9andal of tboo i who never attack but in a 

Troop, 
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Tf oOp, and that always with Liiblence ; and who, 
by virtue (^a handfbme Face, red Stcxrkings, a gilc 
Snuff>box, and a fine Perriwig, think they can com- 
mand the Lives of all. they meet, and murther aJI 
the Women with Love, and all the Men with Fear. 
Oh ! what a fine time had the Men of Compliment 
that Dav, to Ihew the Frtiitfubefs of their Imagi- 
nations 1 and, how much glittering Rhetonck was 
thrown away upon Goddeffes, who had^ot bech 
dcify*d a full Hour ! Among the jpefi^ a dapper 
Younker, who from a Schootboy had advanced 
himfelf to the Dignity of a Page, furpafi*d hirafelf 
in talking magmficent Nonfenfe before our He- 
roine, and never wa^ better pleas'd with his dear 
Perfon than then. He had feen her alight out of 
the Stage-Coach, by the fime token he was tcrri'^ 
bly finitten with her; but refolving not to flop 
there, followed her to the very Door of the Houie 
where (he hired a Room, and from thence to all 
the feveral places where her Curioficy led her. At' 
laft our Strajigerftopt*at a certain place, where flie 
might behold the Maiks at her eafe ; and our elo * 
quent Page, who had put on his beft Linnen that 
Day, and was finer than ordinary, immediately en- , 
ter'd into a Convcrlation with her, and began to 
dilplay his Talent. She jvas a Woman that under- 
ftood the World very well, and lov'd dearly to ban- 
ter and laugh at your forward young Prigs, that 
think they are born with a Patent to be troublefome. 
Judge therefore, if finding our Page an everlafting 
Talker, that car'd not wnat came uppermoft, Ihe 
did not foon carry the (hallow Sot out of his depth, 
and manage him as Ihe pleas'd. She ititoxicated 
him with her Praifcs, fo that both his Heart and 
Soul were at her Service. . He told her, that he 

' waitei 



B6 Tk^ ffjffocritesi- 

waited Oil an. ancient Cavalier oi AndalpuftayXJtvie 
to the young Gentleman that was to be'marry'd, for 
whom the City made all this rcjoiciiig ; That he 
was one of the richeft yitw of bis Quality ; and, 
that he had no other Heir but this young Nephew, 
whom he lov'd exceeduigly, altho' he was 'one of 
the moft extravagant young Fellows iii Sfain^ a Lo- 
ver of all the Women he faw, and befides, of a lit- 
tle Army of Whores, and other Women, whom he. 
had inveigled, either by fair Speeches or Money ; 
and laftly, that he had committed feveral Rapes^ 
without refpea dther to Age, Degree, or Condi- 
tibn. He added, That his FolUeshad been vew 
expenfiVe to his old Uncle, wfio was the more de& 
rous to link him in Matrimony, that he might fee 
whether he would not alter his Manners with his 
Condition. " While the Page difcover'd a)I thefe 
Affairs ahd Secrets of his Mafler, Ihe made him 
-giddy with her Flatteries, commending every word 
he fpoke, bidding the Compajiy to obfeive with 
what a Grace he told his Story \ and,, in fliort, omit- 
ting nothing that might help to turn the Head of a 
young Fop, who haa already but too good an Opi- 
nion pf his. own ]^arts. 

The Commendations and Applaufes that proceed 
from a fair Mouth are dangerous and deceitful : 
Oilr indifcreet Page had no fooner informed Helen 
that he was a Native of Valladolid^ but Ihe began 
to exprefi her felf very much in favour of that City- 
and its Lihabitants ; and after fhe had put her felf 
to the expence of feme Hyperboles in praifing them, 
affur'd our young Coxcomb, that of all the fine. 
Gentlemen flie had known of that Country, fliene* 
ver yet law one fo well made and accorapKfh'd as 
himfelf. . This was the 'fihilhing Compliment that 

pinn'd 
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pirtnid up die Bafket . JWt- 2s ottf ftge was, going 
to take hi« leave of her, fl» invited him to condua 
her to her Lodgings, and you muft not aft the Que- 
ftion why fhe gsive ter Lilly-white Hand to him ra*- 
ther than another^ This uncxpcfled Favour made 
his Heart to jump within hitiH lb that he was per- 
fe^Hy out of his little Scnfts ;, and he concluded 
within hiinfelf, thai: a Maa ought not to deipair of 
hi« good Fortune, altho' he were never & aiiferable. 
Whcaour^diarming rlatcferer came into her Room^ 
fhe placed the Page in-thc beft Seat : Hewasfo con- 
founded at this kind Treatment, that fortVant of . 
taldng.due Care, he came foufe with his Breech to 
the Ground : His Cloak fell one way, his Hat an.d 
Qovcs another^, and bcfides, he had like to have 
runhimfelf through with his Ponyard, which dropt . 
out of the Scabbard as he fell. JB^len went'tQ help 
iip our poorSparic, and fcdnU' to be mightily cou".* 
cem'd at his ^^ifchance: She put up his Ponyard,. 
aiKi'tdd bim Ihe could not fee him wear it aiiy more 
that- Day, aiter the flippery Trick it had played him^. 
The Page pick'd up the fcatter'd Remains of his 
Shipwreck, and made feveral wicked Coni|>}iments 
luitable to the Occasion. All this while Helen 
.made as if Ihe could not recover her felf firoin heir 
hte Fright, and began to admire the' fihe-Work- 
. manfhip of the Ponyard. ' Thci Page gay6 hei to 
underftand it belonged to his dd Mafter, who had 
fbrmeriy beflow'd it upon his gfacelefs Nephew, 
wifh a Sword, and other Accoutrements belonging 
to' it ; and that he had chofen it among feveral more - 
that were in his Mafler's Wardrobe, on purpofe to 
make a better Figufe upon a Day of ftch pubUck 
Solemnity. Helen made thfe Pagq believe fiie had 
a mind to go out in Diiguife, to tee after what man- 
ner 



ner People of Quality were marry'd at ToUido. The 
Page told hec, the Ceremony would .not be perfor- 
med till Midnight, and offex'd her a finall Cdlation 
in the Apartment of the Mailer of the Houie, who 
was his Friend. He railed at his unpropitiousStars, 
that he was forced to quit the moft agreeable Com- 
pany in the World to wait upon his Mafler, who 
kept his Bed by reaibn of hb lUnefs. He added, 
that his Gout was the reafbn why he did not aflifi 
at the Wedding, which was to be kept in a great 
Houfe in the Qty, at a good diftance firom his owii^ 
that was caird the Hotel of the Count of Fuenfa* 
Uda. He was putnpiiig his Brains to make Ibme 
pretty Compliment at parting, when he heard fbme- 
body knock very hard at the Door- Helen feem*d 
to be Arangely diicompos'd at it, and defir'd the Page 
to retire into a little Clofet, where Ihe fhut him up 
longer than he imagiji'd. He that made fuch a rap- 
ping at the Door was ^ehn% GallaiK, half Pimp 
and half Bully ; whom, to flop the Mouths of the 
wicked, fhe was pleas'd xsxs^aSi Brother* He was 
the trufty Accomplice of all her rueful Actions, and 
Drudge in ordinary to her private Plealures. She 
told him how flie had difpos d ©f the Page, and diP- • 
covered to him befidcs her Defign to finger fome of 
his, old Mafler's Piftoles, which required as much , 
Speed as Dexterity iiV the Execution. . The Mules, 
tho' very Well haralsd, were immediately put into 
the Coach that had brought, them it^m Madrid \ 
when Heleuy with her Company, (which was coro- 
pos'd of the terrible Montafar^ the venerable Men^ 
dez, and a finall Lacquey) embark'd in this foun- 
dered Veflel, which carri.ed them to a fort oSLong* 
Ime^ where a parcel of Chriflian Jews liv'd, whole 
Faith was as thread-bare as the fecond-hand Cloatbs 

they 
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they fold The Mafkers ran (till about the Streets $ 
and it fo happen'd, that the Bridegroom, who was 
ihaik'd as well as the reft, met Helens Coach, and 
in it beheld our dangerous Stranger, who feem'd to 
him to be Venus in Difguife,, or the Sun hurrying 
about the Streets. H^ was fo flrangely tempted by 
this bewitching Sight, that he was within an Ace of 
leaving his Briae^elfe6t in the lurch, to run after this 
unknown Fair 5 but at that time his Prudence had 
power enough to ftifle this growing Paflton. He fbl- 
low'd his Companions in the Mafts, while the Stage- 
Coach drove furioufly on towards the afbreiaid Street, 
wheVe the Brokers liv'd ; and here, without much hag- 
gling and making of Words, Helen foon equipt her 
felf in Mourning from top to toe, together with the 
ancient Mende%^ Moniafnr^ and the little Boy. 
After this, getting into the Coach again, fhe order\i 
the Fellow to flop at the Hotel of the Count* F«^- 

falida* X)ur diminutive Lacquey went infirft, en- 
quired the Apartment of the Marquis <£Vtlhfn^nc0^j 
and told him, that a Lady from the Mountains or 
Ijeonvi2i% at the Door, whohadiome Bufinefi of 
great Importance to communicate to him. The 
good Gentleman was furpriz*d to hear of a Vifit fromi 
iuch a Lady, and at fuch an Hour: He rais'd him- 
jfelf up in his Bed as well as he could, adjufted his 
wrinkled Cravat, and ordered two Culhions to be 

- put under his Back, to receive fo important a Vifit 
with the better Grace. He kept himfelf in this po- 
fture, with his Eye ftill fix'd upon the Chamber-door, 
when he law enter the Room (not without the grea- 
tdi Admiration of his Eyes, and as great a Palpita- 
tion of his Heart) the Ibrrowful Montafcar^ muffled 
up in as much black Crape as would ierve half a 
Icore Hearies. foUow'd by two Women in the fame 

H«^ 
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Habit, the youngeft of whom he led by the Hand, 
- and who covering part of her Face with her Vail, 
feeni'd to be themoft forrowful aiid confiderable of 
the two. A Lacquey held up her Train, which was 
fo enormoufly prolix/ that when it was Ijpread our^ 
it cover'd the whole Floor. At the Door they (alu- 
tcd thciicfc old Gentleman with three profound Re- 
verences, not reckoning that of the little Lacquey, 

. which Is not worth memicMiing: In the middle of 

. the Room with three other Reverences, all at tfie 
iame time, and three more before they took their 
Seats, which were broaght. them by a young Page, 
Comrade to him whom Helen had lock'd up jfafe in 
ti)e Clofet I bat thefe three laA Reveretices. were fb 
extraordinary, that they effeced the remembrance of 
. the former. The courteous Soul of our old Gentle- 
man was flrangely fargriz'd at fo odd a Scene, the^ 

. Ladies took thdc Seats, and Mi^ntafar and th^ lit- 
tle Lacqiuey retirU bare-beaded towards the Door. 
The gouty Cavalier was at his- Wit&-end to find 

* them Compliments, and af&i£^d himfelf at thdr 
Mourmng, before he knew the Caufe of it, which 
he entreated them to be fo kind as- to let him know,, 
^as likewife the reafort why they dixi him the Honour 
of that Vifir at fo unuiual an Hour for Perfbnfi of 
. their Quality to be abroad. Helen ^ who n&eded not 
-to be informed what a Arange Efficacy and Perfua- 
. fion there was in Tears that came from beaudfiil 
Eyes, immediately pour'd out a Torrent of them, 
intermixed with violent Sobs and Sighs, railing and 
. falling the Tone of her Voice as ftie faw moft pro- 
per*, She diicover'd ever and anon her finy^white 
Hands, with which flie wiped her Eyes, and fomc- 
times ftiew'de her Fac^ to let him fee Ihe was as 
ll^utifui as affli(3ed. The oM Gentleman expcfted 

witfi. 



The Hypocrites. Ji 

wit}i Impflltience ivhen fhe would open, anc} begjan 

- now to hope k, fincc that impetuous Flood bf Tears 

whicih h&d overfldw'd her cliarfiiing Field oi LiUies 

. and Roiei, wa^ in a manner fiopt ; when the vene- 

rftUe AfenJe7^v<fhojui^*d it convenient to re-aflume 

this mournful Harmony, which the other had juft 

finilh'd, began to weep, fob, and lay about her with 

that Violence, that it was equally a Misfortune and 

Shame to Helen that flie Had not griev'd enough. 

The old Matron ftopt not here, but refolving to out* 

do Helen, thought that to tear off a handful or two 

' of her Hair womd not hjire an Ui Effea upon the 

• Audience. It was no fbonct thought of but done i 
» Ihc committed moft horrible Ravage upon her 
' Locks, but in truth this was no mighty Lofs to her, 
•' fiice there was no* one fingl'e Hair of tfae^rowth of 

her Head. After this manner did lUl^n tuiil Men^ 
''■ ^fczflrive who fliould exceed the other, when Mo^'^ 
' fafar ancf the Lapquey, at' a Signal concerted be- 
tween them, began a doleful Coniort at the Door, 
and wept andfich'd fo cruelly, that one would have 
thought they had dcfigrfd to out-rival the two pen- 
five Ladies, near the Bed, who, by this new flriking 
apofthc Chdrusi began- to play their Parts again 

• fo furioiiny, as If they had been' too remifs before. 

• The oldGehrlerpan was almoft dilfraSed to fee *.em 

• weep fo immddetately, and yet could know norhittg 

• of thi^Occafion': He wept however to keep them 
company, fobb'd as ftrenuoufly as the beft of ^em, 
and conjurM the afBiSed Ladies by all that was good 
andfacred, by their feraphical Eyes,, and .their ce- 
leftialChamis, to moderate 'their Affliftibns afittSp, 
and to acquaint him with the Caufe of them ; pro-* 

• tefting, that his Life^ was the leaft thing he \youJd 
hazard for their fakes, and iregrettiiig the Icift of 

his 
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.hi$ Youth^ which hind^r'd him from SaffvAog the 
Sincerity of his Heart by his A£lions. 

At thefe Words the Sky began to qieax op a little^ 
their Countenances were not (6 .overcaft as be£br^ 
and they thought they had wept enough in .all Cen- 
icience, fince they could weep no £>nger without 
fpoiling the Jeft : Befides, they were gooaHu(bai)ds 
of their Time^ and knew that they had not a mi- 
nute to lofe. Our old Matron therefore Ufting up 
her Vail above her Head, to the end her venerable 
Looks might give her all the Credit flie wanted on 
this OccaSon^ declaim*d in the following manner : 
God of his Almigbij Power and Goodnefi fre^^ 
ftfve and Jhield my Lord Marquis of Villafagnan 
from all harm^ and reftorn him to his former 
Health : Ahhd^ uffeak truth, the tragical Storj 
we are going to %ellbiriij is not very frofertogfve 
I bim Jojy 'mhich is the Elixir of Health ; hit our 
Misfortune is of t hat. nature j that we muji com* 
" mumcate itp 'At this jhe poor Marquis otVillafag^ 
nan flriking hfcifelf with the Palm of his Hand up- 
on his Thigh, and fetching a deep Sigh from the 
bottom of his Heart, cry'd, Heaven grant that I 
am not mijialten, huimyforehodingmind tells me 
that this isfomefooliAFroluky or rather fome Ex* 
travagance of my Nefhew. Go on^ Madam^ go 
en J andexcfife me for interrupting youi Our old 
Matron fell a weeping, inftead of returning an An- 
:fiver, when the penfive Helen took up theDifcourfe 
thus : Since you know by forrowfuL Experience, lays 
ihe, that your Nephew is a Slave to his extravaeaait 
Appetites, and have been but too often troubled, to 
compound his Outrages, you will, make no' difficulty 
to believe his brutal Uuge of me. When you uik 
happily, fent him to Leon lafl. Spring, he.faw me at ' 
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Charcli^ and atthb Internet {aid (bme things to 
nre, winch, had th^ been true, neither of us oudit 
to have ftirr'd off from that holy Ground ; my felf , 
for fear of Juftice, as being hb Murtherer, and he 
as a dead Man, and fit to be put in his Grave : He 
told me a hundred times, that my Eyes had kill'd 
him, and omitted none of thofe inlinuafing wheed- 
ling Triciks that Lovers employ to a'bufeJthe Simpli* 
city of poor Virgins, He follow'd me home to my 
Lodgings, rode before my Windows every Day, and 
ferenaded me every Night. At laft, finding all his 
amorous Arts fignified nothing, he by Ms Money 
corrupted a black Wench, a Slave of ours, td whom 
my Mother had promi$'d her Liberty, and by her 
infernal Treachery fiirpri2*d me in a Garden we 
have in the Suburbs of the City. I had none but 
this perfidious Maid \yith me : He was accompanied 
by a Man as wicked as himfelf and had brib'd the . 
Gardener to go to the other end of the Town, under 
petence of Bufinels. What need I lay more? He 
clapt his Ponyard to my Throat, and finding that 
4ay Life was lefi dear to me than my Honour, by 
the help of the Companion of his Crime, he took 
that by Forcewhich he could never have obtained 
by fair Promifes. The Black afted the Part of a 
diftraScd Woman, and the better to hide h^r Perfi- 
dy, wounded her felf flightly in the Hand, aind then 
vftniih'd. The Gardener return d: Your Nephew, 
ai&ighted at the blacknefs of his Crime, lcap*dover 
the Garden-Wall with lb much Precipitation, that 
he dropt his Ponyard, which I took up. However, 
this ii^tent young Man had nothing then to fiair ; 
for not being in a condition to flop him, I had Com- 
mand enough over my felf to diffemble the inexpreiS- 
\M Misfortune that had befallen me» 1 did all I 

6)uld 
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could to appear no more concern 4 than I us*d to be : 
The wickca Sfeve was tiot to be fe^a from that mo- 
ment. Soon after I loft my Mother, and I might 
iay I loft every thing m her, if my Aunt, whom you 
fee there, had not been fo kind as to take me to her 
own Houfe, where flie itiakes no difference between 
her two beautiful Daughters and my felf. There I 
came to be inform'd, that your Nephew was fo far 
from defigning me Reparation for the Injury he had 
done me, that he was upon the point of marrying^n 
this City. Upon this I 'flew hither with the greateft 
hafteIcould,'aadexpe£!, before J go oift.cf your^ 
Chamber, that ypu will give me, in Money or Jew- 
els, the V alue of two thoufind Crowns, to fettle me 
in fomc Convent j for after what I have krK>wn by 
fatal Experience of the Temper of this Cavalier, I 
can never bring my felf to marry him, altho' he and 
all his Jlelations fliould endeavour to pcffuade me tp 
it 'by all forts of Offers and Ejitreaties imaginable, 
I know well enoujgh that he is to be marri^ to 
Night, but rS foon flop all Proceedings, aivl raife 
fuch an Hurricane, as ihall make his Heart ake as- 
long as he lives, if you don t comply with my PrQpQf 
fa|. And to let you fecw continuejd^this diffembl^ig 
I^pocrite, that what I. We tojd you cf your- tJe^ 
phew is fo true, that nothing baa -be moie, /ee thei . 
fatal Ponyaid which he dapt to my Throat j and 
would to God he had done fomething more, than on- 
ly threatned me with it. She began to weep afrefli . 
at the Conclufion of her Story, mendex. took it in 
a higher Key, and the harmonious Confort «t the 
Door, of whkh the little Iqueaking Lacquey made • 
the Treble, and Montafar. the Bafs, tuned their \ 
Pipes to Admiration. Our old Gcntlcjman, who had 
already but tOo eafily believ'd what the greai^ft Cheat 
. '. of 
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of her Sex had told hijn,no fooner fiw the Ponyard, 
hnt he immediately knew it to be the feme he had 
fbrmerly beftow'd upon his Nephew j therefore all 
his Care was to prevent this Story's taking Air, left 
it ihould hinder his Match. 

He would have fent for him with all his Heart, 
but he v/as afraid, left fome People fhopld be {o cu- 
rious as to enquire into the Occafion ^ and as 'tis 
• natural for us to fear wb^re we defire, h^ no fooner 
faw the afBi£led Ladies rifing from, their 8eat$, and 
making as rf they were going to break this Marriage 
to pieces, which he fb eameftly defir*d, and had ta- 
ken fo much pains to bring about, than he ordered 
his Page to bring him his Cabinjst, and bid him tell 
out Two thoufand Crowns in Four-Piftole Pieces. 
Mont afar received them, counting them one by one ; 
and the old Marquis havii^ made them promilc to 
honour him with a Viut next Morning, excus'd 
himfelf a hundred times to thp Ladies, for riot being 
able to wait upon them to their Chariot. Away 
they went very well fatisfied with their Vifit, and 
order'd the Coachman to drive back to Madrid^ ' 
concluding with themfelves, that if they were pur- * 
fiied, it would be on the Road to Tje^n. In the 
n^can time, their Landlady finding her Lodgers dicJ 
not come home, went into their Chamber, where 
Ihe found the Page* in tjje Clofet, who could not 
imaMne why they had Ihiit him up riiere, and whom ' 
Ihe let go about- his Bufiiiefs, by reaibn flie knew 
him, or rather becauft upon enquiry fhc found none 
of her Moveables miffing Thofe r eople diat make ' 
a Trade of Robbing, and whcJly fubfift by. it, tho' 
they don't fear GOD, yet alwaiys fear Man. They .' 
are of all Countries, and .yet are of none, as having 
no fettled Habitation \ as fooli as they fet Foot in 
• • " V- one 
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one place, they make the moA on t they can; and 
%vhen they have graz'd it bare, remove to fiefh Quar- 
^ ters. This carfed Occupation, which is learnt with 
lb much Pains and Danger, differs from all others in 
this reiped, that whereas, we leave the reA when 
we grow old, purely for want of flrength to follow 
them, that of Robbing generally leaves a Man in 
hb Youth, and yet 'tis for want of living longer. 
One would think that the Gentlemen that follow ic 
mufi needs find fome unaccountable Charms in it^ 
fince for its fake they venture a great number or 
Years, which are fooner or later concluded by the 
Hangman. Helen, Mender^ and Montafar had 
none of thefe pious Reflexions in their Heads, buc 
rather were in perpetual Fears left they fhould be 
purfued. They gave the Coachman double his 
Fare to make the more hafte, who, without qucfli- 
on, did all he could to plea& his Pailengers, that 
had paid him fo liberally; fo that we may realbna- 
bly conclude, never did any Leathern Vehicle make 
more hafie to Madrid. Moniafar was very unea- 
fie, and ihew'd by the many Sighs that efcap'd from 
him, that he was rather in a penitential than a mer- 
jry Strain. Heleny who had a mind to divert his 
Melancholy, Ijy recounting the Particulars of her 
Life, which till that moment ibe had carefully con- 
cealed, began thi|s : Since I find thou art in luch a 
muily Humour, &id ihe to him, Iwillfatisfie the 

freat Longing thou hail always expreft to know who 
am, and what Ad\rentures have befallen me before 
vit came acquainted. I coiJId tell thee, I am de- 
fcended from a noble Family, and according to the 
Vanity now predominant, give my felf an illufkious 
Name as'eafily as my Neighbours $ but I will be fo 
4)iKcre as ^o acquaint thee, even with the lealt Faults 

of 
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of thofe who fcnt me into the World. You muft 
know then, my Father, of happy Memory, was a 
Callician by Birth, a Lacquey by Profcflion, or, to 
ipeak more honourably of him, a Footman. He 
held the Memory of the Patriarch NoAh in fingular 
Veneration, for his noble Invention of the Vine; 
and were it not for his particular Refpeft to the 
Juice of the Grape, one might fay of hun, that he 
cared but little for the Vanities of this wicked 
World. My Mother was of Granada^ to Ipeak 
frankly^ a Slave ; but you know there's no contend- 
ing with one's Defliny. She anfwer*d to the Name 
dtMaryy which her Matters gave her at her Bap- 
tifiii, but was better pleas'd to be call'd Zara^ which 
was her Morifc^ Appellative j for fince I am to tell 
you the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but 
the Truth, flie was a Chriftian in Complaifance and 
Falhion only, but a Moor in Reality : Neverrhelefs 
flie frequently confefr'd, but that rather the Sins of 
her Matter than her &lf ; and as ttie amusM her 
Confeffor, not with her own Failings, but the things 
Ihe was forced to fufFcr as a Servant, and fliew*d hiiii 
of what a meek, humble, and patient Spirit flie was, 
the charitable old Father, who was a godly Man, 
and judg'd of others by himfelf, believ'd her upon 
her Word, and commended inftead of reproving 
her, lb that any one that flood near enough, would 
have heard notlung but Praifes on both fides. Per- 
haps you are m pain to know how I came acquain- 
ted with (b particular a Secret, and may very well 
imagine my Mother never difclos*d it to me ; but I 
muft inform you, that 1 am very inquilitive in my 
Nature, and as young as I was at that time, my Mo- 
ther never confefs'd her felf, but I got as near as I 
cou'd to over-hear her Confeffion. But to proceed ; 

F as 
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as tawny, or to exprefs my felf more properly, as 
,black as the was, her Face ajid Shape were net dif- 
.agreeable, and there were more than fix Cavaliers, 
Commanders with red and green Croffes, that were 
Jier Admirers, and drove who Ihould be moft in her 
good Graces. She was of fo charitable a Temper, 
ihat Ihe granted them all theyalk'd of her, and her 
Gratitude to her Mafters was fo great, that to make 
.them fome Amends for the Pains they had been at 
in rearing her from her Childhood, flie did all that 
Jayin her Power to bring them every Year a little 
Slave, Male or Female ; but Heaven did not fecond 
her good Intentions, for all h^r motly Progeny, her 
xhequer'd Iffue, I mean all the fquawling Demi- 
iVi'jjro^j of her making, dy'd'asfoon as they were 
Jborn. She was happier in bringing up the Childrcji 
of other People. Her Maflers, that had loft all their 
own in the Cradle, got her to nurfe a young Child, 
jdcfpair'd of by the Phjficians, who in a fhort time, 
Jby her good looking after it, and the good Qualities 
of my Mother's Milk, was perfe6lly recovered. For 
this piece of Service my Mother's Miftrefs gave her 
her Liberty when (he died. Being now at her own 
jdifpofal, Ihe fet up for wafting and whitening of 
Linnen, and fucceeded fb well that way, that in a 
Ihort time there was hardly a Beau or Courtier in 
Madrid that thought his Linnen well wafli'd, unlefi 
it had pafe'd her Hands. And now Ihe began to 
pra6tife over thofe LejBTons again, which her Mother 
Jiad formerly given her ; I mean, to renew her Ac- 
.quaintance with her Correfjpondents in the other 
World. She had laid afide this ticklifh Employ- 
;ment rather out of Modefty, and becaufe fhe was 
tired with the Encomiums that were given her for 
t>eing fo weH jkillM in this Axt, than cor any fear of 
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Juftice, or apprehenfion of the Magiflratc. In fliort » 
Ihe apply*d her felf afrefh to it, only to oblige hc"^ 
Friends, and in a little time made fo great a Pro- 
grefs in this noble Science, and acquired fuch Credit 
in the Kingdom of Darknefs, that Daemons of the 
higheft Reputation were not thought to be worth a 
Farthing, if they were not in League with her, I 
am not vain, neither do I love to tell Lies, added 
fleleni for which reafon I will not beftow any good 
Qualities upon my Mother which Ihe did not poflefs, 
but am obfig d at Jeaft to pay this Teftimony to her 
Virtue. I'he Secrets which ihe fold, thofe which 
flic reveal'd, and her Oracles, which made her poin- 
>. ted at in the Streets, were vulgar Talents among 
thofe of her Nation, in comparifon of what Ihe 
knew in the Myfiery of Maidenheads ; That incom- 

J)rehenfible Flower was much better after flie had 
eiit it a lifcing Hand, than before it was gathered, 
and bore a greater Price at its fecond Edition, witb 
my Mother's Corrections and Amendments, than at 
the firft. She might be about forty Years old when 
ihe married my Father, the good Rodriguez^ All 
the Neighbourhood wonder'd, a Man who Iov*d 
Wine fo well, would marry a Woman that .never 
tafted it, as if ihe ftill continued a Difciple o? Ma^ 
hornet y and who had her Hands always in Water, 
being a Laundrefs by Profeffion, But iit anfwer to 
this, my Father worthily replied, That Love clear'd 
all Difficulties, and made every thing eafie. Some 
time after, her Belly fweird to her Chin, and Ihc 
was happily delivered of me ; but this Joy did not 
laft long in our Family. 1 was about fix Years old 
when a certain Prince cloath'd a hundred Lacqueys 
in his own Livery againft a BuU-Feaft: My Father 
was one of the number, drank a large Morning's 
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Draught, and being Eot-valiant, muft needs cncouffc^ 
ter a wild BuU, who tofs*d him two or three Story 
high, and tore out his Guts. I remember they 
*niade Ballads upon my Father's Death, and the Bur-: 
then of the Song was, Thai two of a Trade can «^- 
-'ver figree. I did not underfland the meaning on't 
-then, but have lince been iiiForra'd, that it alluded 
to his being a cornutcd Animal \ but "you know *tis 
impoffible to flop Peoples Mouths, if they have % 
5inind to prate, and vent their ill-natur*d Mirth. 

My Mother was afflifted at ray Father's Misfor- 

-tune, and fb was I ; Ihe was comforted, and fo was 

her Daughter. When I was grown up, my Beauty 

>began to make People talk of me ; and. Lord 1 what 

prefling and thronging there was to carry me to the 

Park, to the Playhouft, ajid fo give me Collations 

en the Banks of the Manxartares! My Mother 

<watch'd me like a fecond Argos^ infomuch that I 

grumbled to be fo confined ; but Ihe foon made me 

Jenfible it was 'for my Advantage. Her Severity, 

and the high Price flie fet upon me, enhanced the 

Value of her Merchandize, and raised a terrible 

'Competition among thofe that pretended to my Fft-^ 

vours. I was as it were put up by Au6lion, each 

Man thought he had the better of his Rival, and 

.each fancied he had found that, which was long 

gone and vanilh'd. A rich Qemefe Merchant, who 

courted me*in private, fo dazzled the Eyes of my 

prudent Mother with his yeUow Metal, and- bled fo 

plentifully, that fhe favoured his good Intentions : 

He poffefs'd the firft place in my Affeaions, but this 

Superi<9riry prdv'd very expenfive to him. We con- 

itinued faithful to him, to long as we believed he 

doubted us j when we found him no longer upon 

jlis Guard, we fairly duped him* My Mother was 

too 
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too tendec-h€artecl,and fenfible of the Pains of Love ^ 
not xo be touch'd with the continual Complaints of 
theie Gentlemen, who were all topping Cards at 
Court, and as rich as Crcefus. *Tis true, they did 
not throw their Money about fo plentifully as the 
Genoefe^ yet my Mother, as flie knew how to fet a 
Value upon great Gains, fo did not defpife the fmal- 
ler ; and befides, was obliging rather out of a Princi- 
ple of Charity than Interefi, The Genoefe^ in Ihort, 
was declar'd Bankrupt, and I don t know but we 
might leiid a helping Hand to his breaking. He 
•was engaged in feveral Scuffles and Quarrels about 
me : The Maeiflrates came to vifit us more out of 
Civility than any other reafon ; but my Mother had 
a natural Averfion to the Gentlemen of the long 
Robe, and no Icfs hated your Bullies and rakehelly 
Red-coats that began to beficgc us : She therefore 
thought convenient to remove to Sm/, turn'd all 
her Plate and Furniture into ready Money, and took 
me along with her in the Stage-Coach, We wcra 
betray'd by our villainous Coachman, robb'd and 
ftript of all we had ; and befides, my Mother was fo • 
bruifed ai\d batter*d, by reafon Ihe defended her owa 
•Goods as long as her little Strength would give her 
leave, that liefore I could drag her to a. wretched: 
Imi, Ihe gave up the Ghoft at the Foot of a Rock.- 
I arm'd my fel! with Refolution, altho' I was but 
very young: I bundled up every Rag belonging to - 
the old Gentlewoman, but our Thieves had been fo ', 
careful, that they had left me but little to carry oflf. 
Thus I left her to the Difcretion of the next Paffen- 
gers, not doubting but that upon fo great a Road as 
that between Madrid 'axA Sevily ^me charitable 
Chriftians would come by, and take care to lee her 
Corps interred. . I arriv'd at Madrid i my Lovers 

F z were 



1 o 2 Tt3e Hyf ocrites. 

were acquainted with my Misfortune, and in a fboft 
time I was equipped with new Rigging and Furni- 
ture. About that time I happen d to meet with 
thee at one of my Female Companion s, and I was 
perfe6lly charm'd with thy. good Qualities : What has 
happened fince I need not relate to thee, fince we 
have never been afunder. We came to Toledo ; we 
left it in hafte, but made fo good a Market there, 
that if thou art a Man of that Courage I take thee to 
be, thou wile be merrier than thou art. But fince 
this long Story has made thee inclinable to take a 
Nap, as I find by thy yawning and nodding thou art, 
lay thy Head upon my Lap, and flecp ; but know, 
that if there is any thing elthear good or ufeful in 
Fear, 'tis before we have committed a Crime, for 
'tis the vileft and moft dangerous Quality in the 
World afterwards. Fear always difcompofes the 
Minds of the guilty, hi fuch manner,, that inftead 
of flying from thofe that purfue them, they frequent- 
ly throw themfelves into their hands. Montaftur 
fell alleep, and in the Morning awak'd, fb beautiful 
and charming, that the Birds, the Flowers, and 
Fountains faluted her, each after its manner; the 
Birds by finging, the Flowers by perfumiilg the Air, 
and die Fountains by fmiling or murmuring, no mat- 
ter which, for one is as true iis'the other. And now 
the Nephew of the Marquis of VUlnf^ignafZy the fen- 
i\^2\ Eon Snnchoy was getting up from his new Bride, 
tired enough in all Confcience, and perhaps already 
glutted with the Pleafores of Matrimony. He could 
think 6f nothing but the pretty Stranger, I mean the 
dangerous HeUn^ whom he had feen the Night ber 
fore in the Stage-Coach, and fancied to be the 
Phoenix of her Sex ; but in this Particular he was 
guilty of great Injuflice to his own Lady, who was 

very 
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v'6ry beautiful, and fc amiable, that Icveral Lovers irf 
Toledo died for her, while at the lame time Ihe' 
ffgh'd for her ungrateful Hufband ^ and that Mon- 
fter of Inconftancy did the Tike jfbr an infamous mer- 
cenary Strumpet, that would have licked the Devil s 
cloven Foot for Haifa Crown, But nothing is fo 
irregular as our Appetites. A Hufband that has a 
pretty Wife runs after a draggle-tail'd nafly Servant-' 
wench. A Nobleman, that has his Ragous and Or- 
tolans, defpifes what he fees before him, and calls 
for the flurdy Beef and Pottage that his Footmcii 
dine on : All the World has a Jcprav'd tafle in ma-^ 
ny things, but your Men of Quality more than any. 
As they have more Wealth than they know what ta 
do with, and fondly perplex therafelves in fcarching^ 
after what is not to be found, fo they chufc courfe 
ordinary things only for Variety fake. Thus we fee 
they fpare neither Pains nor Money to purchafeTri-^ 
fles; and fometimes court forae common Jilt a 
Twelve-month before they can obtain thofe Favours 
of her, which Ihe flings away upon others without 
afking. Heaven permits this, on purpofe that they 
may punilh themfelvcs with an Evil of their own - 
feeking. Wretched Nfan ! on whom Heaven ha|, 
fceftow*d thofe two things that contribute to make ■ 
Life happy, Riches in abundance, and a lovely 
Wife: Riches to fupport and relieve thofe thatde-- 
ferve, but have 'em not, and to fecure thee from 
fiooping to thofe MeanncfTes, to which Poverty of-- 
ttn expofes the mofl generous Souls; and a Wife 
that equals thee in Quality, beautiful both in Body 
and Mind, wholly perfe6l in thy Eyies, but much 
more fo in thofe of^others, who fee farther into the 
Af&irs of their Neighbour than their own ; and, in 
Ihort, poffcfs'd of thofe fhining Qualifications, Mo- 
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deration, Chaflity, and Virtue. What is it^ thou 
art locking for elfevvhere ? Haft thou not at home 
thy other half, thy Wife, vvhofe Wit can divert 
thee, who yields her Body entirely to thy Pleafure, 
who is jealous of thy Honour, frugal of thy For- 
tune, careful to prcfervc thy Eftate ; who gives thee 
Children to divert thee in their Childhood, to fup- 
port thee in thy Old-age, and to keep up thy Name 
after thou art dead ? What is it, I lay, thou art 
looking after abroad? I will tell thee in f^w Words, 
to ruin thy Eftate and Reputation, to enfeeble thy 
Body, to lofe the Efteem of thy Friends, and, in a 
word, to create thy felF abundance of Enemies. 
Think'ft thou that thy Honour is fafe, becaufc thou 
haft a viituous Wife ? Alas ! thou haft little Ex-> 
pericnce of the things of this World, and art little 
acquainted with human Frailty. The moft trada- 
ble and quiet Horfe grows reftiff under an ill Rider, 
and throws him to the Ground. A Woman may 
now and then refift a Temptation to do ill, and yet 
commit a Crime of much greater confequence, when 
Ihe fancies her felf moft upon her Guard : One 
Fault draws many after it, and the diftance between 
Virtue and Vice is fometimes not above a Day or 
two's Journey. And now methinks I fee a malapert 
Cricicfc cock his Hat, tofs Jiis Wig over his Shdul* 
^ers, look fierce, and alk how thefe moral Aphc- 
rifms come to be thus brought in Haiid over Head, 
Why, pray Sir don't be lb cholerick, make ufe of 
them, or let them alone, as you fliall fee fit, 'tis all 
a cafe to your humble Servant, I'll aflureyou; but 
under Favour, Sir, methinks you ought to thank 
the Man who gives you them for nothing. But to 
return to our Story : Don Sancbo was ready to rife 
from his young Wife, when his Uncle's Steward 
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brought him a Letter, wherein the qld Gentleman 
fcnt him word of the firange Lady who had vifitcd > 
him the Night before, and whom he fufpe^led to 
have cheated him, becaufe Ihe was not to be found 
in any of the Inns in Toledo^ whither he had fent 
to enquire after her. He defir'd him in the fame 
Letter to lend him one of his Servants, to purfue 
this notorious Cheat to Madrid^ whither he fup- 
pos'd Ihe 'had fteer'd her Courfe, becaufe he had 
lent his People upon all the great Roads from Toledo ' 
to the neighbouring Cities, and could hear no News 
of her. Jion Sancho was not made of Brafs or Mar- - 
ble : He found himfelf attacked in the weakeft pare 
of his Soul, and was wondrous fierce and uppilh to 
be once in his Life wrongfully accused of a Fault, 
who had been found guilty of fo many before. The 
iois of fo great a Sum, and the Sham that had: been 
put upon his Uncle, equally incensed him. He told - 
the Story to his Wife and fome of his Relations, 
who came tc/ give our new-married Couple the 
Good-morrow 5 and being not to be diffuaded from 
hisRefolution by the Entreaty of hi^Spoufe, or the * 
Advice of his Friends, dreS'd himfclf in a Minute, . 
cat a little Breakfaft, and ran to his Uncle's Houfe 
as hard as he could drive. The Page who had in- 
troduced Helen into the old Maiquis's Chamber de- 
fcrib'd the Coach to him, informed him how many 
they were in company, and by what Marks they 
might be difcover'd; He took Poft from 2i/<^^o to • 
Madrid^ attended. only by two Footmen, whofc 
Courage was not unknown to him. He rode four 
or five Stages fo faft, that he had no leifure to think 
of the beautiful Stranger ; but when his Indignation 
was a little evaporated by his Journey, Helen took 
place again in his Fancy, fo beautiful and charming 

F 5 . was 
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\vas ihe in his Imagination, that he was in the 
mind once or twice to return to Toledo to find her 
^. He wilh'd himfelf a hundred times at the 
Devil, for conceniing himfelf fo far about his Un- 
cle's Robbery ; and call'd himfelf Sot, Blockhead, 
and Enemy to his own Pleafiirc as often, to fatigue 
himfelf thus in riding Poft, whereas he might have 
imploy'd his Time to much -better purpofe, in feek- 
ing a Happinels, the pofleflion whereofj^in his Opi- 
nion, would have made him the happieft Man in 
the World. While thefe amoross Reflec^ipns took 
up his.. Thoughts, he often talked to himfelf, as 
Fools ufe to do, and that fo loud, that his Servants, 
who rode before him, often ftopt fliort, and turn'd 
back to enquire what he would have. Why, wou'd 
he often fay to himfelf did I leave the Place where 
I firft beheld her ? And fhaB not I be the moft 
uiihappy df Men, if this Stranger leaves Toledo be- 
fore my Return ? Well, 'tis no more than what I 
deferve, who muft needs take the Office of a ThieC* 
catcher upon me unalk'd, unfought ; but, contmued 
he, if I return to 7b/^rf(> without doing any thingy 
what will ray Friends 6y, who would have diffuaded 
me fi-om this Enterprize ? And ought I to leave 
thofe Villains unpuniih'd, that have robb'd my Un- 
cle after fo unheard-of a manner ; and befides, have 
lb perfidioufly wounded my Reputation ? Thefe 
different Agitations imploy*d the Mind of our young 
Extravagant, when near XeUffe his Footmen diK 
€overUH?7^«'s Coach by the Tokens had been gi- 
ven of it. They cried out with one Voice to their 
Mafter, Yonder are ibe Thieves j and without flay- 
ing for him, rode up to the Coach with their Swords 
drawn. The Coachman ftopt, being terribly aP 
frighted, and Montafar was much more than he : 
y Bek» 
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ftelen OT^tx^A him to letdown the Glafles, and 
Jook'd out to lee how (he could prevent fo dangeroua 
a Stoim. She few Don Sancho riding towards her 
with . Sword in Hand, whofe angry Countenance 
boded no good ; but our amorous Gentleman no 
fooner caft his Eyes upon thcfe two bewitching 
Stars, which had fo terribly wounded him, than his 
Wounds Bled afrefli, and he immediately believ'd 
his Servants had miflaken ; for we have always a 
good Opinion of the Perfon we love 5 and as if he 
nad "known Helen from her Cradle to have been a 
Lady of unblerai(h*d Virtue, laid about )^ Foot- 
men with his Sword, like a diftra£led Man. You 
Dogs, cry'd he, you Villains, did not I bid jou have 
a care you did not miflake ? and. Don't you deftrve 
to have your Throats cut for offering this Rudenef* 
to a Lady who deferves Refpeft from all Mankind ? 
The poor Footmen, who had fallen fo haftily upon 
the Coach, feeing it had all the Marks the Page 
had given them, and found within it a Lady of 16 
much Beauty, which commands Veneration even 
from the moft brutal Clowns, kept off at a diflance 
to avoid their Mafter's Fury, who thought he had 
Reafon on his fide for what he had done, and that 
he was kiiid to them not to cut them to pieces.- 
Don Sa^cboh^ggd Hele/ts Pardbn, and acquainted^ ' 
her with the Occafion why thofe Sons of a thoufand 
Whores, his Footmen, Iwd attack'd her fo rudely, 
which fhe knew as well as himfelfl See, I befeech 
you. Madam, fiys he, ill what Premunires thefc 
Rafcals may engage their Matters ; had not I bap- 
pen'd to be with them, thcfe Blockhead^; upon a 
ft wfoolilh Marks, might have^fct the whole Coun- 
try in an Uprore, rais'd the Mob, and by meer 
Force have carried you to Tbleckf for a Thief: Not 

but 
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but that you are one, ories our Gendcman, ipooth- 

ing his Countenance, but, Madam, you fteajf-Hcarts, 

and nothing elfe. Helen thank'd Heaven within 

her felfj for giving her a Face that flood her in fuch 

flead, by clearing her from the wicked ASions flie 

us'd to commit; and recovering out of her Fright, 

anfwer'd Don Sancho with a great deal of Modefly, 

and in few Words, knowing that to take a world 

of Pains to clear one's felf of a thing that is laid to 

onc*s charge, rather encreafes than Idlens the Sufpl- 

cion. Don Sancbo was furpriz^d * to find that Trea- 

lure by meer Accident, which he had fo violendy 

Jong'd to fee, and was fuch a Fool as ta think that 

Heaven favoured his Paffign, fince it had hindered 

him from going back to Jbledoy as had been in his 

Thoughts, which had he done he had mifi'd this 

Happincls, He aik'd Helen what her Nan^e was. 

and where Ihe liv'd in Madrid^ and moreover, bcg*a 

her to give him leave to wait on her, that he might 

by his A£lions confirm the Services he oflFer'd her. 

Helen told him both falie ; adding, fhe (bould think 

her felf very happy to be honour'd with his Vifits, 

He offer'd to fee her fafe home, but Ihe would by 

00 means confent to it, reprefenting that fhc was 

inarried, and that her Hufband was to meet her on 

the Road, therefore whiiper'd him in the ELar, that 

ihe Avas afraid evep of her Domefticks, but much 

more of her Hdfbaiid's jealous Temper* This finall 

Confidence ihe ^m'd to repofe in him, made Don 

Concho believe flie did not hate him. He took his 

leave of her, and being carried fwiftcr by his Hopes 

4han his trufty Steed, (if I may be allow'd fo to ex- 

prefi my felf) made the belt of his way to Madrid^ 

He :K) fooner arriv'd there, but he enquired after 

Helen ^ and her Habitation, by the Marks ihe had 

given 
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given him. His Footmen were foundered in look- 
ing aftear her; nay, he imploy'd all bis Friends upon 
this occalioii, but to no purpofe. When HJlen^ 
Mont afar J and the venerable Mendex came to Ma* 
drid^ their firft Care was how to get out of it: 
They knew well enough it would be impoflible for 
them to efcape the Toledo CavaUer, and that if thej 
flaid to give hiqi a more paiticular Knowledge of 
their Merits, they fhould find him as dangerous an 
Enemy as they took him now to be their humble 
Servant, Helen difpos'd of aQl her Moveables, and 
next Day after her arrival bought Pilgrims Habits 
for her felf and Companions. In this Equipage 
they beat the Hoof towards Burgos j where Mendez 
was born, and where ihe had a Sifter of her own 
Profeflion ftill living. In the mean time Dov San^^ 
cbOj having loft all Hopes of meeting with Heleptj 
returned to Toledo^ but fo confound^ and aflum'd, 
that he did not Q)eak one Word from his fetting 
put oi Madrid till he came to his own Houie. 

After he had filuted his Wife, who gave him a 
thoufand CarejQ[es, ihe ihew*d him a Letter from 
his Brother, who Hv'd in one of the fineft Cities in 
SPaifiy where he had very good Preferment in the 
(Jatbedral Church, and was one of the richeft Cler« 
gymen in all the Country, wherein he fent him word 
that he was at the point of Death. He ftaid but a 
Night at Toledo^ and next Morning betimes took 
Poft, either to contribute to his Brother's Recovery, 
or in cafe he dy'd, to take poffeiBon of his Eftate. 
In the mean time Helen purfued her Journey to 
Burgos^ being as much diflatisfied with Montafar as 
Ihe had formerly loved him. He had Ihewn fo lit- 
tle Bravery when Bon Sancho and his Footmen ftop; 
their Coach, that Ihe did not g^ucftion but he was a 

rank 



1 1 o The Hypocrites^ 

rank Coward. This rendered him io odious to her, 
that flie could fcarce endure the Sight of him; bet 
Thoughts were wholly iinploy'd how to deliver her 
felf from diis Domeftick Tyrant, and Ihe flatter'd 
her felf with Hopes that (he Ihould foon get out of 
his Clutches. It was the venerable Mtfndez that 
firft put it into her Head, and ihe fortified this pious 
Refolution with all the Reafons her Prudence could 
fuggeft. This induflrious Matron was vex'd to- the 
very Heart, to fee a laqr ufejefs Lubber command 
her, govern Helen, and enjoy all the Fruit of their 
Labour, while he did nothing to obtain it. She 
inceffantly reprefented to Helen the Unhappinefs of 
her Condition, which (he compared to that of a 
Slave's working in the Mines, who enriches his Ma- 
iler with the Gold he digs out of the Earth with in- 
crcdiblie .Labour and Hardlhip, and inftead of being 
the better treated for it, is commonly rewarded only 
with Drubs and Baftinadoes : She continually preach- 
ed to her, that Beauty was a Blefling but of a Ihort 
duration, and that her Looking-glaft, which fliew'd' 
her nothing now but what. was amiable, and' never 
ii)oke but to her Advantage, would in a Ihort time' 
prefent her with a Sight that would by no means 
pleafe her, and tell her moft difmal N^ws. Madam, 
iays Ihe to her, a Woman that has feen Thirty lofes 
every fixth Month one of her Charms, and fees fome 
new Bfemilh or Wrinkle rife up every Day in Judg- 
ment againft her Face and Body. That wicked 
thing call'd Time makes young Women old, and old 
Women wrinkled. If a Woman that has enriched - 
her felf at the expence of her Chafiity and Reputa- 
tion, is for all that defpis'd by the World; notwith- 
ftanding' her Wealth and Fortune, tlunk how 
wretched and miferable fhe muft needs be that 

joiiix' 
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Joios Poverty to Infamy ; and, What rcalbn has ttic 
to flatter her felf that any one will relieve her in he^ 
Mifery ? If with the Money you have acquir'd by 
certain means not approved by all the World, you 
ihotild free an honeft Fellow out of Jail, and marry 
him, you would do an A&. pleafing both to GOD ana 
Man, and the End of your Life would make fomc 
fort of Atonement for thfe Beginning of it ; but you 
on the contrary throw away your felf and all you 
have upon a Raical, who is as villainous as he u 
cowardlyj and who makes it his Ible Ambition ta 
fleece pooi*Women, whom he only gains by his Mei* 
naces, and k^eps under by his Tyranny : Now, un- 
der the Rofe be it Ipoken, this is to iquander away 
one's Wealth on purpofe to make one s felf the grca- 
teft Wretch alive, and to take pams to further one's 
Ruin. By thefe and fuchlike Difcourfes the judi- 
ciousMe.^dezy who knew nauch better how to talk 
than a£l:, endeavour'd to remove the heroick ^o«- 
tafnr from the good Afiedions of the virtuous He" 
lepiy who had no other Reafon almoft for loving him, 
but that fhe had been fo long us*d to his Company : 
Befides, Ihe was a Woman of too good Senfc not. to 
approve thofe Reafons in her own Thoughts, which 
the old Matron had laid before her^ li} Ihort, they 
were iwt urg'd to no. purpofe ; Helen received em in 
good part, and fo much the more readily, in that 
Mendez*s Intereft alone was not concerned in them, 
becaufe at that time Moniafar was coming up to 
them, that they might enter Guadarrama in a bQdy,^ 
the place where they intended to dine. They ad- 
journ d to a more convenient Opportunity their 
thhildne of Ways and Means how to give him the 
flip, ana get rid of him. He feem'd much di& 
gufted all Dinner-time, and gging to rife from Ta- 
ble, 
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blc, was feiz*d with a gf eat Shivering, and after-^ 
•wards a violent Fever, which held hun the reft of 
the Day, and all Night, and which encreafing upon 
him next Morning, gave Helen and Mendex (bme 
hopes that this lucky Diftemper misht aiEft their 
Defigns. MoTiiafar finding hirafelf fo weak that he 
was hardly able to crawl, gave our Ladies to under- 
hand, that they niuft not fiir out of Guadarramay 
but muft fend for a Doftor whatever it coft, and take 
all imaginable Care of him. He ipoke^ this with 
as much Haughtinefi and Authority as. if he had 
talk'd to his Slaves, and was Mafler of their Liv«s 
as well as their Money. In the mean time the Fever 
found a way to his Pericranium, and brought him fo 
low, _that if he had not called now and then for 
Drink, one wou d have Iwore he had been as dead as 
a Door-nail. The People of the Inn wondered why 
they delay 'd io long to fend for a Confeffor to him, 
when Helen and Mendezy who did not doubt but 
this Fever would give him a Lift into the other 
World, fitting on both fides the Bed, Uelen began 
the following Difcourfc. If thou canft remember, 
my dear montafar, faid Ihe, after what manner 
thou haft always liv'd with me, to whom thou haft 
had all the Obligations imaginable, and likewife 
with MendeZj venerable for her Age and Virtue, 
thou may 'ft cafily imagine wefliail not much import 
tune Heaven to reftore thee to thy Health; but al- 
tho' I Ihould defire it as heartily as I have juft reafon 
to wifli thy Death, yet the Will of Heaven muft be 
done, and I ought to ofier up with the utmoft Re- 
fignation what 1 once lov'd moft. To deal frankly 
by thee, quoth flie, { for this is net a time to dit 
fembie) both of us began fome time fince to be fo 
weary of thy Tyranny, that our parting was unavoi- 
dable. 
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dablc, and if Providence had not kindly vifited thee 
with this Sicknefs, which will loon, we doubt not, 
do thy Bufincfi, (for know to thy Conlblation that 
thou art riding full gallop to another World) wq 
would have endeavour'd at leaft to have fettled in 
(bme place in Spain, where we fliould have had no 
more thought of thee than if thou hadft never had a 
Being,^ Inlhort, whatever foolilh Inclination thou 
may'ft have to live, thou ought'ft to be very well 
pleas'd with thy Death, fince Heaven, for Rcafons 
unknown to Men, affords thee a more honourable 
End than thou doft deferve, permitting a Fever to 
do that for thee, which either the Hangman gene- 
rally does for fuch Villains^ or Fear, for luch mean- 
Ipirited Rafcals as thou art. But, my dear Monta^ 
far^ proceeded fhe, before we part for good and all, 
tell me lincerely once in diy Life, Didil thou ever 
ihink I was fuch an arrant Fool as to (lay here to 
watch thee a Nights, give thee thy Juleps, Potions, 
Cordials, and admlniiter thy Clyfters to diee? Do 
not fufFer fuch Vanities as thefe to come into thy 
Noddle when thou art (b near Death ; for tho' it 
concerned not only thy Health,but that of thy whole 
Family, I would not ftay here a quarter of an hour 
longer. Caufe thy ftlf therefore to be immediately 
carried to Tome Hofpital ; and fince thou haft always 
followed my Advice, don't defpife this I now ^ive 
thee, and which is the laft thou art like to have ttoxa 
me. I mean, my poor Montafar, don't fend for a 
Phyfician, for he will moft affuredly forbid thee 
Wine, and that alone, without the help of a Fever, - 
were enough to kill thee in four and* twenty Hours. 
While Helen talk'd thus, the charitable MenJez 
ever now and then felt MonXafar% Pulfe, put her 
Hand on his Forehead, and finding her Miftrefs 

had 
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had done Ipeaking, fhe re-afibm'd the Difcourfe : la 
truth, Signior Mont afar, your Head is as hot as a 
Glafs-houfe, and I am mightily afraid this Diftem- 
per will carry you off, without fo much as giving you 
leave to refle£t on your paft Life : Tak« therefore 
this Chaplct, added flie, and run^ over your Beads 
devoutly till your Confeflor comes ; this will do full 
as well for the difcharge of your Confcience : But if 
we may believe the Annalifts of the Hangman of 
Madrid, that have fo often imploy'd their Pens to 
defcribe your gallant Exploits, your Excellence s 
exemplary Life will not require much Repentance ; 
befides. Heaven will reckon to you, without doubt,, 
the dolorous Perambulation you made in the princi- 
pal Streets of ^evil, in the fight of fo many People^ 
and guarded by fo many Officers on Horfeback, that 
pne would have taken you for the Sheriff, but that 
he always marches at the Head, and you were con- 
tent at that time to march in the Rear, And what 
may yet farther help to wipe off your Scores, is your 
notable Life at Sea, where, for fix Years together, 
you did abundance of things pleafing to your Maker, 
working much, eating little, and always in A6lion : 
And what is more confiderable, you were fcarce 
twenty Years old when, to the great Edification of 
your Neighbourhood, you began that holy Pilgri-r 
mvage. Nor is this all, fays our ancient Matron, for 
'tis not to be fuppos d, but that you will be amply 
rewarded in t'other World for the Care you have 
taken in this, that the Women that liv*d with you 
Jhoold not be lazy and unadive, making them main- 
tain themfelves, not only by the Labour of tbcir 
Hands, but the Sweat of their whole Bodies. After 
all, if you die in your Bed, it muft be an inexprefli- 
ble Conlblktion to you, in that you will thereby put 
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a pleafaiit Cheat upon the Judge of Mnrtiaj who 
ftvore a great Oath he would make you die in your. 
Shoes, who cxpedls to Tiave the Satis&dion to fee 
you cut Capers in the Air, and, in a word, who will 
be ready to hang himfelf, when he comes to hear 
you were fo malicious as to die in your Bed, without 
the help of a third Man. But I lofe time in talking 
to thee, not confidering 'tis high time to beG[in our 
Journey, wliich we fo earneftly defire : And there- 
K>re, old Friend of mine, continued flie,* receive 
this Embrace with as good a Heart as I give it, for 
I am of Opinion we mall fee one another no more. 
As foon as flie had concluded this comfortable Speech j 
Adendez, threw her Arms about his Neck, HeJe/t did 
the like, and fo they went out of the Chamber, and 
f3on after out of the Inn. Montafar^ who had 
hztw accuftoai'd to their Raillery, and could upon 
occafion return them a Rowland for their Olivery 
thought they lud feid all this meerly to divert him^ 
and had not the leaft Sufpicion when he faw them 
quit the Room, fancying to himfelf they were but 
gone down to make him fome Water-gruel or.Poffct- 
drink. After this he fell into a Slumber, and tho* 
he could not be properly iaid to be faft alleep, yet it 
held him fo long that ourDamfels were got a League 
of their way before heawak'd. He alk'd the Wo- 
man of the Inn where they were ; flie told him they 
were gone, and had given her Orders not to difturb 
•him, becaufe he had not flept a wink the Night be- 
fore. Moniafar then began to believe the Lafles 
had left him in good earneft : He curs'd the Inn- 
keeper and Inn. to the Pit of Hell; threat ned even 
the Ground they walk'd upon, and the Sun that 
- gave them Light : He hiuft needs rife to put on his 
Cbaths, but was fo feeble, he had like to have 

broke 
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broke his Neck. The good-nator'd HoAefi endea-^ 

vour'd to excufe the two Damfels, and back'd ivhat 

ibe (aid widi ixh impemneiic Reafbns, as fet our 

fick Mail a rmag like one difliaded, iriieohe call'd 

her all die vik rames he cookl think of. He was 

fo vex'd that he would not cat a M ocfel for foot and 

twenty Hours ; and this No-diet, join'd widi jJenty 

of Choler, had that good efied, diat after he had 

recruited himfelf with a little Water-gruel, he found 

himfelf lufly enough to pudiie his fimdve Slaves* 

They were got two Days Jcumey before him, ' but 

two hackney Mules that were fending back to Bur^ 

gos furthered his De&gu, as much as they ruiii'd that 

of our two pretended Pilgrims. He overtook them 

within fix or (even Leagues ofJStirgoSy they clfeng*d 

Countenance as (bon as they £lw him, and. excused. 

tbemfelves as well as th^ were able.. Moniafitr 

did not feem to be in the leaft angry with them, (b 

freat was his Joy to have them again in his dutches, 
ie laugh'd as heartily as they did at this meny 
Frolick of theirs, and aflcd his Part fo well, that 
they believ'd him in their Thoughts ^o be a down? 
right paffive Blockhead. He perfuaded them they 
had loft their Way to Burgos^ therefore leading 
them among fome Rocks, where he very well knew 
no body would come to interrupt him, he put his 
Hand to a Bayonet, to which they had always paid 
a world of Relpea, and toldtliem, like a mcrcikfs 
Devil as he was, that they muft immediately delircr 
all their Gold, Silver, and Jewels. At firft they be- 
lieved their Tears would have accommodated the 
Bufinels : Heh^ threw her Arms about his Ncck^ 
and wept raoft plentifully ; but our Cavalier was fo 
haughty, now he had them' in his power, that he 
was d^ to all their Prayers and Entreaties^ and 

fig- 
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lignify d to them his laft Will Jwd Pleafure, that 
they muft furrender all in a quarter of an Hour, 
otherwife they knew what they muft exped. Thus 
our Poor Damfels were fore d to iacrifice their Pur- 
lies for their Safety, and it was with the laft Re^ 
gret they parted with their Money, which they lov- 
ed fo dearly. But Montafar's Revenge did not 
flop here, for he produced certain things call'd Cords, 
which he had purpofely provided j and binding each 
of them to a Tree, juft over^againft one another, 
told them widi ^ treacherous Smile, that knowing 
how remils and negligent they had been in doiiig 
Penance for their Sins, he was rcfolv'd to give 
them holy Difcipline with his own Hands, that 
they might remember him in their Prayqrs. He 
executed his pious Defiga with fome Broon> 
branches, and after he had fatisfied himfelf at the 
Expence «f their Backs, he fat himfelf down be- 
tiveeia thefe two meek-hearted Sufferers, and turn- 
ing towards Heleny fpoke to her as follows. My* 
dear Helen^ laid he, take not in ill part what 
i have done, 6ut confider my good Intention, and 
know that every one is bound in Confcience to 
follow his Vocation : 'Tis thine to be malicious ; 
for alas, the World is composed of bad as well as 
good, and 'ris mine to punifli the malicious. Whe- 
ther i have acquitted my fclf as I ought, thou 
Icnoweft better tnan any one ; and if I have hear- 
tily dhaflis*d thee, be fatisfy'd I as heartily love 
thee. If my Duty did not render me deaf to all 
Tity, I would not leave fo virtuous and honoura- 
ble a Damfel naked, tied to a Tree, and exposed to 
the Mercy of the next Paffenger. Thy illuftrious 
l^rth, with which thou didft lately acquaint me, 
dcfcrves another Deftiny 5 but I know thou wile at 

the 



ii8 The Hypocrites. 

tlie fame time own, that thou wouldO do the fame 
tfiat I have done, if thou wert in my place. What 
falls out moft unlucky is, that being fo publick as 
thou art, thou wilt be foon known ; and then 'tis 
to be fear'd that our Magiftrates, out oE a Maxioi 
of Policy, ^ill order this wicked Tree, with which 
thou art as it were incorporated, to be burnt, to- 
gether with the wicked Fruit it produces ; but know, 
to thy great Comfort,, that if thy wicked A<9ions 
put thee now in bodily Fear, the time wiU come, 
when it will be a Pleafure to thee to relate them, 
and when among thy other laudible Qualities, thou 
wilt poflefi that of being able to pafs a long WiiV- 
ter's Night, and fct Folks afleep with the Recital 
of thy femous Exploits. But I ihould eive the 
good MendezjuR Occafion to complain of my Un- 
kindnefs, Ihould I addrefs my Difcourfe any longer 
to thee, without taking notice ot her :Nay, I fliould 
be wanting in my Duty to my Neighbour, if I 
fiiould not in Charity give her fome Advice, that 
may be ufeful to her in the prefent Pofture of her 
Alfeirs. They arc, Continues he, aiid turning him- 
felf towards JHendeZy in a worfe Condition than 
you imagine, let me perluade you therefore, to ije- 
pommend your felf ferioufly to your Maker, once 
in your Life at leaft, fince your old founder'd Car- 
cafi will fcarce be able to (upport the Fatigue of 
this Day ; and oh ! that my Prayers cou'd as eafi- 
}y procure you a Corifeffdr, as 'tis certain you want 
Oiie. Not but that your exemplary Life may leave 
your Confcience in repofe 5 you have been fo pub- 
lick-fpirited and charitable all your Days, but in- 
ftfead of cenfuring and magnifying the Faults of Q- 
thers, you have repaired thofe of thoufand young 
Maidens i and Hace you have taken fuch pains to 
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iludy the darkeft and moft conceal'd Sciences, ought 
you not to be commended for it? 'Tis true, the 
Inquilition has no great Kindnefs for yon upon this 
Score, nay, and has given you fome publick Marks 
of its Difpleafure ; but you know that's composed of 
wicked Men, and that *tis natural for People of the 
iame Profeflion to hate one another. This is not 
all, for thofe Gentlemen have a very ill Opinion 
of your Salvation ; but altho' what they fay ihould 
ie true, yet a little time will reconcile one to the 
worft of Place*, that is, even to Hell its felf, where 
you may take it for granted, you will foon receive 
all imaginable Marks of Civility from the Liha- 
bitants, having conversed and dealt with them from 
your Infancy. I have one WoM more to fay to 
you, and then I have done: I might have chat 
-tis'd you. Madam, after another manner, but I con- 
sider d that old People, according to the Proverb, 
turn Children again, and your Ladylhip is old e- 
nough to be in your firft State of Innocence, and 
-therefore whipping was more proper for the little 
Trick of Youth you play'd me, than any othec 
-Chaftifement, And thus. Ladies, I take my leave 
of you, earneflly defiring you to have ,a care of 
your dear Peribns. Having rally 'd them after this 
Fafliion, juftly or not, as the Reader pleafes, away 
he went, and left them rather dead than alive, ndt 
ib much for Grief of their having been whipt, as 
becaufe all their Money was gone, and they were 
left in a lonely Place ty'd to Trees, where they 
might expe£l: every Minute to be devoured by 
Wolves. With thefe melancholy Contemplations 
in their Pates, as they were looking ibrrowfuUy 
one upon another, without feymg a Word, a Hare 
cro&'d the Road before them, and fome time after 
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a Grey*hound thundering after poor Puis, and a 
CavaKer well mounted thundering after the Grey- 
hound. Who lhou*d this now be but Don Sancho 
de Villafagnan^ who had made a Journey to Bar- 
gos to fee his fick Brother, and keep him Com- 
pany at a Country Houfe not far from thence, whi- 
ther he had retired to take the frelh Air : He was 
cxtreamly furpriz'd to behold two Women thus 
bound to their good Behaviour, but much more, 
when he found one of them to refemble the beau- 
tiful Stranger whom he had feen at Toledo^ whom 
he ib^ght after at Madridy and whom he had ever 
fince perpetually in his Mind. Being firmly perfua* 
ded ihe was a Woman of Quality and marry'd, 
he doubted whether this was flie, for he cou'd not 
imagine what fhould bring her into that part of 
the World in fo wretched an Equipage : But HJf- 
letts Face having loft nothing of its former Luftre, 
tho* fomcwhat diforder'd by her Fright, made him 
to conclude, that he at laft had' accidentally, met 
with that Treafure, which had coft him fo many 
Defires i'nd Inquietudes in the Purfuit of. So he 
rais'd himfelf in his Stirrups to fee whether the 
Coaft was dear, and was fool enough to lufpe£l 
that this was nothing but a diabolical Illu- 
](ion, which Heaven had permitted to punifli him 
for his Senfuality. Helen on her part was taken 
up with a Thought full as mortifyine, for ihe fan- 
cied her ill Stars had chofen this unlucky Day, to 
ihew her to all that h^d any thing to fay to her. 
Dwi Sancho looked upon her with great Amazement^ 
and Ihe on him with no lefs diforder ; each ex- 
paE^ed when the other fhould fpeak, and Don San* 
€bo at laft was going to begin, when a Servant ^ 
came full ipeed to teu him^ that fome of his Re- 
lations 
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ladon^ were going to kill one another. Upon this 
he fpurr*d his Bestft, attended by the Servant ; and 
when he came to the place where he left his Com- 
pany, he found Ibme four or five drunken Fellows, 
calling one another Rogue and Rafcal, with theit 
Tilters in their Ha!nds, and flourilhing them nota- 
bly in the Air, to the Prejudice of fome neighbour \ 
ijig Trees, thkt loft (bme of their beft Branches by 
the bargain. Don Sancho^ tho* enraged to be de« 
priv'd of tKe charming Vifion he had fo lately leen, 
did neverthelefi all he could to reconcile thefe fu- 
rious, terrible Gentlemen ; but all his Arguments^ 
Entreaties, and Menaces had fignified nothing, bad 
n6t the Wine, that overloaded their Brains, and 
downright Laffitude, tript up their Heels, and left 
*em fnoring on the Ground, as peaceably as if. they 
had never fciUen out. Don Sancho feeing this, fpur*^ 
red his Horfe back towards the happy Tree, >vhich 
kept the Idol of his Heart, and ivas at his Wits end 
when he few the Womfcn were gone ; He turn'd his 
Eyes round him, to fee which way they could be 
efcap'd, but few nothhig but a lonely melancholy 
place : He ipurr'd his Horfe afreih, and examined 
every Corner, and at laft came back to his beloved 
Oak, which, like a good-natur'd Tree as it was, ftill 
kept its old Station. But as Don Sancbo was a 
Poet, and what is more, a tender-hearted whining 
Poet, he had not the fame Lidifference for this in- 
fenfible Tree as other Men have. He alighted from 
his Horfe, and harangu d it after the fQllowing 
manner, or at leaft fliould have done fo, if he were 
really fo great a Coxcomb as 1 have been told he 
was : Oh, thrice happy Trunk I lince thou haft had 
the Honour to be embrac'd by that divine Creature, 
whom I love without knowing her, and, whom ^ I 

G know 



li^ z The Hyfoorites. 

:faiow only becaufe I love her, may thy Leaves evec 
4hine among the Stars ,* let the iacrilegious Axe ne- 
•^ei prefume to wound tYsj tender Bark ; may the 
Thunder reverence thy Boughs, and the Worms of 
^the Earth not dare to approach thy Root ; let the 
Winter ipace, and the Spring adorn thee ; let the 
^nrcMideA Pine$ envy thy Condinon; and lafily, may 
fieaven proted thee in every Part. While onr wof- 
;thy Gendemah was ipending himfelf in thele vain 
Contemplations^ or, if you pleafe, theie Poeticaf 
Follies, which, by the bye, are of greater Impor- 
<tance than others are, aiid ought not to be us'd 
<every Day in the Week, his Servants, who knew 
fiot what was become of him, after th^ had looked 
€ot him a pretty whik, at laft found him, and 
l>rought him home. He retunrd to his Brother's 
iHoufe very much concern d at his late Adveqture ; 
jmd, unieis I am mightily miflaken, I have, heard 
ibme People fay, he went Supperlefit to Bed. Some 
<Critid(s.now will perhaps tell «ne, I have left my 
Reader too long in fufpenfe, who, without queftion, 
is impatient to know by what Arange Enchantment 
Helen and Mendez came to difappear to the amo- 
fous DonSancbi> ; but let him have Patience, ai^l I 
will icon inform him. M^v^afar was at firfl pleas'd 
^vith that piece of Juflice he had done upon the 
two Fugitives ; yet no iboner did the heat of bis 
Kevenge begin to cool, but Love inflam'd him, and 
leprefented Helen to his Thoughts, infinitely more 
'Charmii^ than he had ever i£ncy*d before. He 
confider d within himfelf, that the Prize he had ta* 
ken from her would be ibon fpent, whereas her 
Seauty was a certain Revenue to him, fo long as he 
kept in with her, whole AbleiKe was already b^ 
^gme infupportable to him. So be came baci the 
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tunt Way be went, and mth dioie indtTidosd bar* 
barous Hands, that had fo risproaHj bound the two 
Dames to the Trees, and afierwaids ib luunerdful- 
1^ lafli'd tkem, broke Aeir Chains, that is to fay, 
either cut or unty'd their Cords, ( for Hiftorians dif- 
fer ) and by that means fet them at Liberty, at the 
lame time that Dw Sancbo was imploy'd, not &r off, 
to reconcile his drunken Companions, who were in 
a very fair way to cut one another's Throat. Mon* 
tafar^ tJeltPty ^vAMendex fliook Hands upon this 
Reconcilement, and after they- had mutually pro- 
mised to forget all was paft, embraced with as much 
Tendernefs as if nothing had happened, doine juft 
as your great People do, who neither liate nor Tove, 
but accommodate thefe two contrary PafEons to 
their Intereft, and the prefent State of their Affairs. 
They deliberated which Road to take ; and 'twas 
agreed nemne contradiceftte^^ that it was by no 
means adviiable for them to go to BurgoSy wherfe 
they would be in danger of having their Quarters 
beaten up by the Toledo Cavalier. Therefore they 
pitch'd upon Sevil for the Phce of their Retreat^ 
and Fortune feem'd to favour their Deligns; for 
coming into the ili&/r/</ Road, they met a Muleteer 
%vith three empty Mules, who agreed to carry thera 
to Sevil at the very firft Propofal MonUfar made 
him. He took care to r^ale our Damfefs on the 
Road, to make them forget the iQ Treatment they 
had receiv'd from his Hands. At firft they could 
hardly bring them^ves to truft him, and had re* 
(blv'd to be reveng'd on him the fkft Opportunity 
that prefcnted ; but at laft, rather for Reafons of 
State than any Principle of Charity, they became 
better Friends than ever : They confider'd that Dis- 
cord had ruiiVd the greateft Empires, and foeliev'd 
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tticy were in all probability born for one another. 
They did not think fit to give any Specimen of their 
Profeflion upon the Road to Sevil; for, as their 
pefign by Ihifting their Country was only to get at 
a diihuice firom diofe that might purfue them, fo 
they were afraid of bringing themfelves into new 
Trouble, which might hinder their getting to Sevil^ 
where they had great Defigns to put in Execution. 
They alighted within a League of the City, and ha- 
ving fatisfied the Muleteer, got thither about the 
Duflc pf the Evening, and took up their Lodgings 
at the firft Inn they found. Moittafnr hired a Houfe, 
furnifli'd it widi very ordinary Furniture, and dicfs'd 
himfelf all in black, with a Caflbck, and ^ long 
Cloak of the fime Colour. Helen took upon heif 
the Habit of a Religious Sifter, that had devoted 
her felf to Works of Piety, and Mendex went 
drefs'd like a Saint, valuing her felf upon her hoary 
Locks, and a huge monftrousChaplet, each Bead of 
whicli was big .enough to load a Demi-ciilverin. 
The very next ^Day after their Arrival, Moniafar 
fliew'd himfelf in the Streets, apparcll'd as I have al- 
ready defcrib'd him, marching with his Arms acrofe, 
and looking on the Ground whenever he met any 
Women. He cry'd out with a Ihrill Voice that was 
enough to have rent a Rock, Bltjjed he the Holy 
Sncr/imem of the Altar ^ and the thrice happy ^«- 
ceftion of the immaculate V'trgin ! and utter a many 
more devout Exclamations, with the fatpe everlaft- 
ing Lungs of Leather. He made the ChHdren 
whom he mtt. in the Streets repeat the fame Words 
after him \ and moreover, affcmbkd them fome- 
times together, to teach them to fing Hymns and 
Songs of Devotion, and to inflruift them in their 
-Otcchifin. He repaired to the Goals, and preach'd 
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IK) the Prifbners, comforting fomc, and relieving: 
others, begging Victuals and other Provifions for 
them, and frequently walking thither with a heavy 
Bafket upon his Hack. O deteftable Villain ! thou 
wantedft nothings but to fet up for a Hypocrite to be 
the raoft profligate accomplifh^d Rafcal in the Uni- - 
verfe. THefe Anions of Virtue, in a Felbw that 
was the leaft Virtuous of all Mankind, procur'd him 
in a little time the Reputation of a Saint. Helen 
^LwdiMendex likewife did all th^tt in them lay to de-i 
lerve Canonization : The one calVd her felf the 
Mother, the other the Sifter of the thrice bleffed 
Friar Martin. They went every Day to the Ho- 
spitals, where they aflifted the Sick, made their Beds, 
wafli'd their Linncn, and did all this at their own 
Expence. By thefe Means the raoft Vicious People 
iwSpam obtained. the univerfal Admh^tion of all 
SeviU About this time, a Gentleman of Madrid 
happened to come thither about fome private Affairs ; 
he had formerly been one of Helens Lovers, for 
Women of her Chara£ter have commonly more'than 
one String to their Bow ; He knew Mendez to be 
a notorious Cheat, and Montafaf to be no better. 
One Day as they came out of the Church, encom* 
' pafs'd by a great number of Perfons, who kifs'd 
their very Garments, and conjur'd them to remem" 
ber them in their Prayers, they were known by the 
aforefaid Gentleman ; who burning with aChriftian 
Zeal, and not able to fufFer three fuch notorious Inl- 
poftors to abufe the Credulity of a whole City, broke 
through the Crowd, and giving a hearty Box o' th* 
Ear to Montafar^ You wicked Cheats, cry'd he, do 
you neither fear GOD nor Man ? He would have 
laid more, but his good Intention, which in truth 
was fomewhat of the ralhcft, had not the Succefe it 
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dcfcrv'd : All the People fell on biin, nvhom they 
believed to havt cxjmmictcd Sacrilege, in ofiering 
this Violence to their Saint. He was beaten to the 
Ground, and bad certainly been torn to pieces by 
the Mob| had not M^ntAf/ir by a wonderful Pre- 
fence of Mind ondertsycen his Protection, by cover- 
ing him with his Body, keeping c^ thofe that were 
moO enrae'd againft him, aiid expofing himfelf even 
CO their Flows. My Brethren^ cry'd ne to them as 
loud as be could bawl, Ui the fwr Wreicb edon^ 
fortheLaveofQODi ie quiet far ihe Ijyoe of 
the BleffedVtrgtn. Thefe few Words having ap- 
peas'd this horrible Tcmpeft, the People made 
room for Brother JMartin ta pais, who went up to 
the unfortunate Gemlenan, well pleased in his 
Heart to fee him lb us'd, tho' ihewine outwardly a 
mighty Concern for him. He rais'd him up from 
the Ground, eodsrac'd and klls'd him all cover'd as 
he was with Blood and Dirt, and reprimanded the 
People for their rude Behaviour. I am a wicked 
Man, iaid he to the Standers by, I am a Sinner, I 
am one that never did any thing pleafing in the 
Eyes of GOD. Do you believe, continued he, be* 
caufe you lee me dreis'd in this Religious Garb, that 
I have not been a Robber all my Lif&-time, the Scan- 
dal of others, and Deftruaion of my felt ? Alas ! 
. you are miflaken, my Brethren ; make me the Mark 
of your Contumeliqs, pelt me wi^ Stones, nay, 
draw your Swords upon me. Having ipoken thefe 
words with a countmeit Sorrow, he threw himfelf 
with a Zeal yet more, counterfeit at liie Peet of his 
Enemy, and ki^'d them, not only becg'd his Par- 
don, bitt likewile gathered up his Shvoro^ Cloak, and 
Hat, which he had lofl in the Scuffle. He help'd 
iCii with tbem agak), and kading him by die 
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Hand to the end of the Street, took his leave # 
him, after he had beftow'd abundance of Embraces, . 
and as many Benedidions on him. The poor Man 
was as it were out of his Wits at what he had fe^n, 
and with what had been done him, and was ib full 
of Confpfion, that he durft hardly Ihew his Head in 
the Streets all the while his Affairs detained him at 
SeyiL Mont afar had won the Hearts of all the 
City by this pretended Adt of Devotion ; the People- 
gaz d at him with Admiration, and the Children 
cry'd after him, a Saint j a Saiftt, 2s they cry'd out, 
a FoXy a Fox^ when they law his Enemy ii) the 
Street. From this moment he liv'd the happieft 
Life in the Worldj Some Nobleman, Cavalier, Ma- 
giftratc, or Prelatc^perpetually invited him to Din- 
ner, and flrove who ihould have mod of his Com<» 
piny. If he were aik'd his Name, he would an« 
fwer, Be was a Beaji of Burfheftj a Sink ofFiltb; 
VeJJel of all Iniquity y and fuchlike noble Attributes, 
which his counterfeit Devotion diflated to him. 
When he vifited any of the Ladies, he complain'd 
to them inceflantly of the nothh^e&of hisDiipen-- 
lation, and the deadnefi of the inward Man ; ad-- 
ding, he wanted Concentration of Heart, and Re-- 
colleflion of Spirit : In Ihort, he always talk'd to 
them in this magnificent Cant and holy GibberiOi. 
No Alms were given in Sevil but what'pafs*d thro'f 
his Hands, or mofe of Helen and Mendexj who ' 
wcrd not wanting likewiie to aS their. Varts to Ad- 
miration,, and flood as fait for a red^etter'd Prefer- 
ment in the Almanack (I mean, to be Sainted) sts 
^o^^/lar himfelf. A JUdyof'Qqality, who wasa 
Widow, and devout even to Superftition, lent 'eoi a 
every Day two Dilhes of M6at ^'r Dinner, and aa , 
maiqr foi: Supper ; and, you^^&uft know, th^Oift^ - 
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%vere drefs'd by the »very beft Cocks in all SevH* 
Their Houfe was too little to receive the numerous 
Prefents were daily fent them. A Woman that had 
a mind to be with Child put her Petition into their 
Hands, to the end, by their Mediation, it might be 
prefented to the Tribunal of Heaven : Another that 
had a Son in the Indies did the feme ; as likewife a 
third, that had a Brother Prifbncr in Algiers. Nay, 
the poor \Vidow who had to conteft with a power- 
fjl Adverfary before aa ignorant or a covetous Judge, 
did not doubt the Succefs of her Caufe, when me 
lad once made a Preient to them according to her 
Ability. Some gave them Sweetmeats and Con- 
ferves, others Figures and Ornaments for their Clo- 
fet. Several charitable Perlbns trufted them with 
great quantities of Linnen and Woollen Cloth, tO 
difpofe among the Needy that were afliam'd to beg,, 
and with confiderable Sums of Money, to diftribute 
as they faw convenient. No one came to vifit them 
empty-handed ; and their future Canonization was 
as firmly believ'd as an Article of Faith. At laft 
the Credulity of the People ran (b high, that they 
came to confult them about their doubtful Affairs, 
and Things to come. Helen^ who was as fubtlc a^. 
a Devil, manag'd all the Anfwers, delivering her 
Oracles in few Words, and thofe capable of recei- 
ving different Interpretations. Their Beds were 
mean and homely, cover'd in the Day-time with 
courfe Blankets, but at Night with all the fine* Fur- 
niture a Man could defire, that loves to fleep deli- 
cioufly ; their Houfe being plentifully furnilh*d with 
good Feather-beds, fine Coverlids, and, in Ihort, 
with all forts of Moveables that contribute to the 
Convenience and Pleafure of Life • and all this 
they pretended was to be given to fomc poor Widow, 
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whofc Goods had been feiz'd in Execution^ or to 
furnilli fome young Woman s Houfe, who had mar- 
ried without any Fortune. Their Doors were ihwt 
up in Winter at Five, and in Summer at Seven a- 
Clock, as puniftually as in a well-regulated Convent 5 
and then the Jack was wound up, the Spits turn'd 
merrily round, the Capons put down to the Fire, 
the Table handfomely Ipread, when our hypocritir 
cal Triumvirates eat heartily, and drank plentifully 
to their own, and the Healths of thofe People they 
had cheated. Moniafar and Helen lay together for 
fear of Spirits, and their Footman and Maid, that 
were of the lame Complexion, copy'd io pious aa 
Example^ As C)r the good Mendez, llie always lay 
alone, being more taken up with Coatemplatioii 
than A£Uon, ever fince flie had addi6led her fclf to 
the Black Art. This was their conftant Practice, in- 
flead of imploying their Time in mental Prayer, or 
in doing Penance. 'Tis no wonder if, living fo jol- 
ly a Life, they look'd plump and fat ; all the City 
blefs*d Heaven for it, and were mightily furpriz'd 
that Perfons of fo much Aufterity and Self-denial 
fhopld look better than thofe that liv*d. in Luxury 
and Eafe. For the fpace of Three Years they de- 
ceived the Eyes of ^11 the Inhabitants of S^vil, and 
by receiving Prefents from every one, and appro- 
priating to their own ufe the Alms that pafi'd thro* 
their Hands, they heap'd together an incredible num- 
ber of Piftoles. All good Succefs was afcrib'd to 
the Efficacy of their Prayers; they flood Godfathers 
to all Children, made Matches for all the City, and 
were the common Arbitrators of Differences. At 
laft Heaven was weary of conniving aijy longer at 
their impious Lives. Moniafar^ who was cholerick 
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in his Temper, us'd frequently to beat his Vald^ 
ivho cou*d not bear it, and had quitted his Service a 
hundred times, if Helen, who~ was more dilcreet 
than her Gallant, had not prevented it, by appeafin^ 
him with fair Words and Prefents. One Day, ha- 
ling drubb'd him immoderately for Utde or no rea* 
£>n,die Boy got to the Door, and blinded by his PaP 
fion, ran we&ij to the Maj^flrates, to »i£bnQ a* 
Sainfi^efe three Hypocrites, whom the Wc^ld took 
fo Saints, HeUffi diabolical Spirit %retold what 
firould happen, therefore advis a Mont afar to rub 
off with all the Gdd they had in the Houle, and re« 
tire to ibme place of Security till this Tempeft, 
vvhicfa threatned ^em, had ipeat it ie]£ It was no 
Iboner laid than put in execution ; they carried off 
the mcrfl valuable things, and walking down the 
Street as unconcem'd as if they had dreaded no- 
thing, went out ^ one Gate, and came in at ano* 
ther, on purpofe to baulk the Scent of their'Fuj> 
fuers. Montafar bad iniinuated bimfelf wto the 
eood Graces of a Widow, as vicious and wik a 
Hypocrite as himftlf: He had communicated this 
Secret to Helen, who was no more jealous of this 
Matron than Afontafar would have been of a Gal- 
lant, that would have promoted the Good of tiieir 
litde Commonwealth : Here they abfccnded inSaf&p 
ty, and liv'd luxurioufly, the Widow loving /ktania^ 
fnr for his own lake, and Helen for Mo9fafar$. 
In the mean time the Juftice was condufled by the 
vindicative Valet to the fam'd Manfion of our pre- 
tended Saints. When he came there he found die 
Krds flown, and the Maid not able to inform him 
whither they were gone ; however, he feal'd up all 
their Trunks, and took an cxafl Inventory of aD that 

4va8 



/ 



Wte in the Houfe. The Serjeants found mow Pro^ 
vifion in their Kitcbea than would have fcrv'd to 
regale them one Day/ and you may be fiire diey 
.took care to loie nodiing that they could privatelf 
fink to their own uie. In the midft of this Bu01o 
the Venerable Mend^ enter'd the Houfe, little 
imaguiing what had happened. The Serjeants ap* - 
prehended her, apd carried her to Prifoh with a vaiA 
Cbncourfe of People at her Heels. The Servant 
and Maid were ukewife fent thither to bear her 
company ; and having talk'd too much, ' were con« 
demn'd, as well as me, to receive two hundred 
Laihes. Mendex died tbreeDays after this Cha* 
fiifement, it being (bmewhat of the fevereft for a 
Peribn of her Age, and the Servant and Maid were 
banifh'd $evtl for their Lives. Thus the Toreieeing ' 
tielen preferv'd htr. dearly^bdov'd Montafar and 
her felf from the Hands of the Magiflrates, who * 
iearch*d after them in vain, both within and with« 
out the City. The People were all aQiam'd to be fb 
. notorioufly cheated ; and the Ballad-fingers, who 
had fung their Praifes the Week before, now im- 
ploy*d their Hackney-Sonnetiers to expofe thefe pre- 
tended Saints in lamentable Doggre}. Thefe Iniefls 
of Parn^Jfus exhaufted all their little Stock of Scai>- 
dal upon this Subjeft, and the wretched Rhimcs 
tbey composed aga^oA thefe godly Cheats, who not 
lo:^ before were the Idols of the People, are flill 
fung in SeviL Moniaf^r and HeUn took the Road 
to Madrid as foon as they coidd do fb with Safety, 
and arriv'd there rich, and in the Circumftances of 
Hulband and Wife. The firfl thing they did, was 
to enquire after hm Smcho de VilUf^gnaUy and 
finding he was not at Madrid^ appear'd in pub- 
Jicks Hedcefi'd as iine as a jUord^ an(} jObiein the' 
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-Equipage of a Woman of Quality, and as beautififf 
•as an Angel. She was married to MoniafoTj as ha^ 
been (aid before, but it was upon this Conditiort, 
that like a Hulband of good Senfe and great Pa- 
tience, he'lhould not take ill the Vifits her Beauty 
might occafion her 5 and (he on the other hand 
obliged her felf to receive none but fuch as would 
turn to their common Advantage. Your Goers be* 
tween, otherwise fiiled Promoters of good Intelli- 
gence between the tvVo Sexes, vulgarly call'd Bawds,, 
or, to fpeak more honourably of 'em, Women of In' 
trigue^ foon came acquainted with Helen, and di- 
reScd her how to manage her felf. One Day they 
made her fhew her felf at the Play, next Day in the 
Park, and fometimes in the high Street of Madrid 
ia her Coach, where beftowing a Glance upon one, 
a'Smile upon another, and giving Hopes to all, Ihe 
foonfurnifh'd her felf with a Sett of Lovers enough- 
td Man a Galley. Her dear Hulband religioufly ob- 
ftrv'd every Article of the original Contradl ; he en- 
couraged his Wife's baihful Gallants by his obliging 
Behaviour, and led them as it were l^ the Hand to 
her Apartment, where he was fo courteous and diC« 
Greet, that he always pretended forae 'extraordinary 
Bufinels or other calFd him out, in order .to leave 
'em by themfelves. He fcorn*d the Acquaintance of 
any that were not rich, and would not fpend their 
Money freely, and never knock'd at the Door till he- 
was a0iir"d by a certain Signal that always hung out 
of his Window when his Virtuous Spoufe was ta- • 
ken up in private Bufinefs, that his Prcfence would 
fpoil no Sport } and if the aforefaid Sgnal' forbid his 
coming in, he troopU off merry and well fatisfiedj 
as knowing Bufinels went on in his abfence, and 
fd&'i awayah-Hom: or fo atfomeGaming-Academy, 
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where every one carefs'd him for his Wit's fake; 
Amon€[ the reft that paid Tribute to Hele;^, a cer- 
tain Grentleman of Qranada furpafe*d all his Com-' 
petitors in his Excefs of Love and Expences ; he 
was defcended of fo good a Family, that the Titles 
of his Nobility were to be found in the Archives of 
the capital City of Judea ; and thofe that were 
particularly acquainted with his Pedigree have aC 
firmed, that his Anccftors were the Hangmen of 
Jerufaleniy DOth before and after Caiaphas. Hiy 
great Aflfe£lion for Helen made him releafe a great 
number of Piftoles out of an obfcure Dungeon, 
where he had imprifon'd them for many Years. Iir 
a Ihort time Helen'^ Houfe became the beft furnilh'd 
of any in Madrid: A Coach and Four, that coft^ 
her nothing the keeping, cam« punSuaNy every Mor- 
ninjj to receive her Orders, and waited on her* 
whither fliepleas'd to command them till Night. 
This prodigal Lover took one of the fide-Boxes at 
the Playhoufe for her, g)r a whole Twelve-month, 
and fcarce a Day pafs'd over his Head, but he provi- 
ded fome magnificent Collation or other for her and 
her Friends, at one of the Summer-houfes near Ma» 
drid. Mofffafafj who lov'd his Belly like to any 
Church-man, never faiVd to make one of the num- 
ber. He went as fine as a Prince, bad as much ' 
Money in his Pocket as a Clerk of theTreafury, eat 
like a Frenchman, and drank like a German, He 
paid a wonderful Deference to our Qranada Gentle- 
man, who was fo very liberal of his Money, and ■ 
indeed he had naturally an f^ftecm for Pcrfons of 
that Charaaer ; but at laft the Wind veer'd about, 
and rais'd a terrible Storm : Helen now and then 
ufi'dto receiue VUics from a young fwaggering Spark, 

one 
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oae of diofe furious Heroes diat never nude a. Cam- 
paign in their lives^ yet talk of nothing but ilaflr 
tag and killing, that live upon fome wretched Har* 
lot, whom they infult at diicretion, that go every 
Da^to the Plavhouft to pick Pockets, or create 
Quarrels, and who at Night draw their Swords and 
mck agsunft fome pa0ive Wall, fwearing next Mor* 
ning th^ bad been ei^ag'd in a dangerous Rencoun* 
ter the Night before with at leafi half a dozen BuiU 
lies. The fi^ Mofaafar often told HeUn^ be was 
not at all ple^'d to fee fiich a Viiitant in his Houfe, 
from whom they could expeS nothing \ but for all 
he cou*d &j to her, ibe was not in the mind to part 
widi her Gallant. M%ntafar was angry wid) her, 
atod to make hiiii&lf fome Amends out of her Car- 
cds, treafied her with the iame ChaAifement whidi 
Meniix of happy memory and fhe had fotmedy un* 
dergone in the Mountains of Burgas. Helen pre- 
tended to be eafiiy reconciled, however meditated 
fecret Kitveiige in her Heart: The better to accom* 
pliih her End, (he carefi'd him (b lovingly for ei^t 
Days tc^ether, that be perfiiaded himielf ihe was 
one of tooib tra&Ue Ladies that adore their Ty- 
rants, and uie their humble Servant^ feurvily. One 
Day that our Grenada Gallaiu: bad promised to fup 
with them, but by reafon of ibme unexpected Bu& 
Vi6& could not come to the noble Entertainment he 
had provided for them, M^utafor and Helen drank 
HaiKl to Fift feveral Bumpers to their Bene&£lor^ 
to whom they were obl^'d for all this good Chear : 
Montafar got fuckfled, accordiitt to his laudable 
Cuiiom, and towards the end ot the Repai^ muft 
needs taAe a Bottle of perfum'd Hippoccas, which 
the Gentleman bad &nt dbcm as an ettooEdinary 
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Prefeot: Tis not certainly known whetber fir fr » , 
who open'd the Bottk before Supper^ put sGny poifo- 
nous D^ggs in it or not ; but tlus is agreed on ail 
hands, that ibon after Mpntdfar bad empty'd it, he 
felt a Arange Heat iti hU Boweb, and inlolet^bk 
Vains after that : He fi^pefled he was poifonVl, ^ 
ran towards hk Sword, at die fime tioie diac /2f Zr» 
did die like towards die Door, to avoid his Purj. 
Mtmtafar went into his Chaober, tfatnkiiig Ihe had 
hid her fdf these, and hfiing up the Tapeflry, diC* 
covered TLilenz you^ Qalbnt, who, wtdmut any 
more Ceremony, whipthim thro^ the Guts. Mwt» 
i afar J tho* he had reeeiv'd his Deadi's Wound, yet 
held him &ft by the Throat. The Servants made 
fuch a hdlifh Noife with crying out Murtber^ that 
the Jufiice coming that way, ran into the Houfe juft 
as the young Bravo who had done Moxtafar's Bufi- 
nefi was making his efcape. In the mean dme 
HtUfty who had got into the Street, gnd knew not 
which way to ts£e, ran into die firil Houie ihe 
found open : She faw aL^ltt in a lower Room, and 
a Cavalier walkii^ up and down iii it : Without 
aiking him any QiKilions, ihe direw heriUf at his 
Feet, to implore his Ailmance and PcoteOion, and 
was ihaagely lurpriz*d to find it was Ben Sancbo de 
Villafagnany who on his part was sio kfi aitoniih*d 
to fee the Idol of his Heart thus proihate, this being 
the fourth time of his meeting her by Accident. 
h^n Sancbo had lately fallen out with his Wife, 
who had procured her felf to be divorced from him, 
upon the icore of his iU U&ge of her, and his di& 
orderly Life : He had obtain d a Commiffion to go 
and fettle a new Colony in the InJiej, and was to 
embark at Sevil in a iho(t tune, ' Helen tcdd him a 
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thQoTand Lies, and he was ravUh'd to find the was 
ready to follow him into America. The Juflice ap- 
prehended the Affaflinc of Montafar, aiid-madea 
firia Search after Helen in Madrjd^ and feiz'd all 
they could find in her Houle. Z)m Saacho and 
Helett arriv'd happily in the Indies, where feveral 
Adventures befel them, that cannot be contain'd in 
lb fhort a Volume as this is, and which I pomife to 
oblige the Publick , with, under the Name of the 
Pe^eSi Courtefaa, or- the Modern Imis, if I fiiid 
the World incUn'd to receive it. 
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THE Sfanijh Court at ValladoUd was very 
much be-dfagfijed andbcmird, where they 
are as muchoc-daggled as they arc a^ f a- 
r/j, according to the Obfervation of a Spopzijh Por 
et, when one of the coldeft raw Nights of a very 
cold raw Winter, and about the time when moft of 
our Convents ring to Mattins, a young Gentleman, 
Do^ Gracias by Name, came out of a ^oufe wher^ 
he had fpent the Evening in Converfation, or'eUc 
Play, Hp was now sot into the Street where he 
^odg'd, andaltho' the Night was exceeding dark, by 
reafon the Sky was over-caft, yet had he no Ligh€ 
with him, whether it was bccaufe his Foot-man had 
loft his Link, or becaufehe was a Gentleman that did- 
not ftand upon thefe Pun£lilio's, I cannot tell ; when 
a Door opening all on the fudden, he faw fome 
body thrown out of it with that Violence as to fall 
on the other fide the way. If he was furpriz'd at 
€0 odd an Adventure, he was much more fo, when 
going to lend his Hand to this Perfon who had been 
to rudely treated, he perceiv'd flic was in her Smock^ 
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and heard her figh and lament, without makings 
the leaft Effort to rife. He concluded fhe might 
be hurt with the Fall, therefore by the help (£ his 
Foot-man having fet her on her Legs agaifa, he de- 
fir'd to know wherein he might ierve her. Tis 
in your Power to fare both my Life and Honour, 
anfwered this unknown Perlbn in a Voice interrupt- 
ed with frequent Sobs, and which diicover'd ihe 
was a Woman. I conjare you, added flie, by the 
fame Qenecofity that inclin d you to pity my mi&~ 
fbrtuncs, to carry me to feme place of Security, pro- 
vided none but your felf, or fuch whofe Fidelity 
you can truf}, may know where 1 am. t>on Gar' 
ciusy covered her with his Qoak, and commanding 
his Foot.man to bear her up on one lide, as he 
did on the other, foon arrived at his Lodging, where 
every body was gone to Bed but the Maid, who 
open d the Door, and curs*d them heartily for ma- 
lang her fit up fb late. All the Anfwer the Foot- 
man made her was blowing out ^e Candle, which 
while ihe went to light, calling him a hundred 
ftogues for his pains, Don Garcias condu£led, or 
rather carry'd the afflided Lady, who could icarce 
make a fhift to Aand, to his Room, which was 
up one pair of Stairs. His Man fbon brought a 
Light, and then Don Garcias beheld one of the mcA 
beaucifid Women in Spainy who at the fame time 
inipir'd him with both Love and Compaifion. Her 
Hair was as bright and blach as Jet, her Com- 
plexion a mixture ofLillies and Rofes, her Eyes two 
Suns, her BreaAs above all Comparifon, her Anns 
admirable, her Hands much more fb, and her Shape 
like that of a Queen of one's own creating : But this 
black Hair was in diforder, this charming Com- 
plexion was edip&dy tibefe piercing Eyes were top' 
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full of Tears, theie incomparable Bceafls were bloody, 
theie Arms and Hands were in no better Con-. 
dicion, in ihert, this fine Body lb delicately fliap'd 
was cover'd all over with black and blue Marks, 
as if it had undergone the Dilcipline of a Dog* 
whip, a Clt-of-nine-tails, or fomething as bad. If 
Don Qarcias was rdviih*d to behold k) beautiful a 
Creature, this beautiful Creature was as much con- 
cerned to (ee her ielf in her prefent CircumAances, in 
die Powei; of an unknown Gentleman, who (eem'd 
not to be above twenty five Years of Age. He 
was feniible of it, and did all that in him lay to 
perfuade her, ihe bad no rea(bn to fear zny ill u* 
fuage from a Man, who ibould think himielfhap* 
py to die in her Service* In the mean time lus 
Foot-man made a little Coal-fire, for in Sfain tfaty 
vSt Icarce any other firings which by th« ^j% is 
none of the befi in the World* He laid a pair of 
. clean Sheets, or at leafi he ought to have laid them, 
oa his MaAer's Bed, who wiihing the Lady a good 
Night, left her in Poffeflion of his Chamber, which 
he double lock'd, and went to lie, upon what Pre- 
tence I cannot imagine, becauie our Hiflory is fi« 
lent in the, Matter, with a Gentleman an Acquain- 
tance of his, that lodg'd in the fame Houie. He 
flept in all probability mudi better than his Guefi, 
who wept all Night long. The Day appeared, Don 
Garcias arde, and dreA himfelf as ipruce as a 
Counier for a Ball. He liAned at hb Chamber- 
door, and hearing the poor Lady flill bemoaning 
her felf, made no Difficult to oome in. As (bon 
as file £iw him, her Grier attacked her with new 
Violence. You iee, iays (he to him, a Woman 
who was yeilerday the mofi efteem'd in VaUado* 
lid, now ii^amops totbcUA D^ree, and that de- 
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ferves more to be pity*d, than ever flie did to bfe 
€iivy*d ; but let my Misfortunes be never fo great, 
the Charitable Prote6lion you have fo feafonably 
afforded me, may ftill alleviate them in fome Mea- 
fure, if at Night you will fee me conduiHed in a 
Chsdr or Coach to a certain Convent I fliall name 
to you. But continu'd flie, after fo many Obliga- 
tions ought I to beg the Favour of you, to ftep 
to my Houfe, and inform your felf whdt is faid and 
done there 3 and in fliort, to know after what man- 
ner the Court and City talks of an unfortunate Wo- - 
man, whom you have fo generoufly prote6led ? Don 
M^^cias ofier'd to go where'ever Ihe would pleafe 
to command him, with all the Eagerncfs of a Man 
who begins to be in Love. She gave him all thfe 
Inftru<!lions that were neceffary upon this Occafion : 
He took his Leave of her, promifing to -return int- 
mediately, when fhe poor Lady fell a weeping and 
lamenting as violently as if flic had begun that ve- 
ry Moment. Do^tQanias di^ not flay a full Hour 
before he came back, and finding his beautiful Gueft 
as much afHided, as if fhe already knew that he 
had ill News to impart to her : Madam, fays he to 
her, if you are Eugenia the Wife of Don Sanch&j 
I have fomething to tell you which nearly concerns, 
you. Eugenia is not to be found, D^n Sancho is 
in the Hands of the Magiftr^te, accused of the Mur- 
der of his Brother Don Lewis. Sancho is inno- 
. cent, cries Ihe, I am the unfortunate Eugenia^ and 
Don Lewis was the moit wicked of all Men. Her 
Tears which trickled down apace, and her Sighs 
which redoubled their Violence, would not give her 
leave to fay any more ; and in all probability, Don 
Garcias was not a little perplexed, to put on a for- 
rowful Air to keep her Company in her Grief. At 

laiL 



ThelnHocent Adultery. ijfl 

kft, as violent things are never of long continuance,' 
Eugenia s Affli6tioii began to abate, flie wip'd off 
her Tears, her Sighs were gentler than before, when 
jQie re-affum'd her Difcouife in the following man- 
ner, *Tis not enough that ycu know the Name 
and Quality <Jf the unhappy Woman, you have 
fo highly oblig'd, Ihe is likewife wiDing to acquauit- 
you with. the particulars of her Life, and to tieftify 
in fome manner hcfr Gratitude to you, by repdfing 
this Confidence in ^ouu I am continued fhe, de- 
fcended from one of the beft Families in ValladoUd. 
I was born rich, and with Beauty enough to give 
^•4fne fome pretence to be proud of it. The Charms 
of my Perfon brought me more Lovers than thofe ■ 
of my Fortune, and the Reputation of both toge- 
ther provided me Adorers in the remoteft Parts of 
Spain* .Among the reft -who belicv'd they Ihould 
be happy -in poflefling me, Don Sancboj and Z)d« 
Leviisy two Brothers, equally befriended by Fortune 
and Nature, fignaliz'd themfclves by the Excefs of 
their Paffion, and the mutual Emulation there was 
between them, who fhould render me the moft im- 
^portant Services. My Relations declared themfelves 
in favour of Don Sanvho, who was the Eldeft, and 
my Inclination following their Choice, I gave up 
my felf intirely to a Man of above Forty Years old, 
who, by the Sweetnefi of his Temper, and the ex- 
traordinary Care he took to pkafe me, .had made 
-as great a Prcgrclsin my Aflfe6lions, as was pofli- 
ble for any Perfon, whofe Age had been no better 
fuited to mine. The two Brothers,- notwithftahd- 
ing they were Rivals, had all along liv*d very Ami- 
cably together, and Don Sancho when he had Mar- 
ry'd me, did not h& the Frindfhip of his Bro- 
ther Don Lewis by fo doing. Their Houfes were 
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contiguous, or properly ipeaking, were but one 
Houfej foe the Wall chat divided ibitm, had a 
Poor, which by common ConfenC was always left 
open. Don Lewis did not forbear to p^ the fame 
Devoirs to me before hu Brother, as he had done 
whUe he was his Rival; and Don S^mcbOy whole 
Love encreas'd after PoflSeffion, and who lov'd me 
better than his Life, was not in the leaft offended at 
his Gallantry. He bimielf was us*d to call me his 
Brother's Miftreis, who on his fide made a real 
Love to pais for a feigned one, with fo much Ad«^ 
drefs, that I was not the only Perfbn he deceived 
by it. In Ihort, after he had accuflom'd me to hear 
hrni talk of his Palfion before Company, he made 
Love to me in private with to xmxdi Importunity, 
and lb litde Re4)ed, that I no longer doubted his 
Intentions were CnminaL As young as I was, J 
had Difcretion enough to make him Aill think I 
took his Love to be only meant in Raillery. I 
made a Jefi of what he fpoke in cameA, and tho* 
I was never mOjpe enxag'd than at that time, yet I 
laboured as well as I could not to bfe my ordi- 
nary Temper. He was piovok'd at it, inflead of 
making right ufe of ic, and looking upon me with 
Eyes, which his wicked Deiigns had made wild and 
fiarine : No, no. Madam, fays he,~I feign much lefs 
fince I have loft you, than I did when I had ibme 
hopes to poffefi you j and tho*^ your Rigour be fuf- 
ficient to deliver you foon firom the Importunities of 
your Lover, yet have you fo long accuftom'd me 
to fufier, that you will do much better to 
Never to be alone with you if I can help it, faid 
I interrupting him. One of my Women diat came 
into my Room at that time, hindred him from car-* 
lying nis Itiloience Buther^ and me from 0iewitig 
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him my ReientmenC as he deferv'd, and I was »* 
bout to do. I was afterwards very ^ad I did not 
x]o ity as well for my Hulband's fake, as jbecaufe I 
-was in hopes this wicked Brodier df his would at 
lafl love me lefs, and come to efieem me more : but 
(till he continued to make Fei^'d Love before Com- 
*^ ^ny, and to foUcit me in private. I combated his 
Traiilports with all the Severity I cou d fummon to 
-my Aid ; nay, lb &r as to threaten him to acquaint 
ihis Brother with it. I us'd all my Arts to cure him 
of his FoUy. I pray'd, I wept, I promised to love 
him as much as any Brother ought, but he forfooth 
'wou'd be lov'd as a Lover. In ihort, fometimes 
a Sufferer, fometime iU-treated, but always a^ much 
in Love as he was hated^ he had made me the 
moft unhappy Woman in Spatn^ if my Confciencc, 
that can reproach me with nothing, had not pre- 
1erv*d Tranquillity to my Soul. But at laft my Yir- 
tue, which had all along fo well defended it ielF 
againA fo dangerous an Enemy, abandoned me, be- 
caufe I abandon d it firft, and helped to betray my 
ieE The Court came to Valladolidj and brought 
all its Gallantry along with it. As all new things 
are apt to pleafe, our Ladies fancy'd they law more 
in the Courtiers than they could find in the City* 
-Gallants, and the Courtiers cndeavour'd to pleafe 
our La(Ues, whom perhaps they look'd upon as a(^ 
fur*d Conquefts. Among the other Cavaliers that 
attended me Court, in hopes of being recompenc*d 
for their Services, a Portuguefej whofe Name was 
Attdrada^ had rendered himfelf one of the moft con- 
liderable^ by his Wit and good Mein, but much 
more by his expenfive Way of Living, the moft ef- 
ficacious Charm to gain Women of no Experience, 
who judge of the Beauty of the Soul, by that of 
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lie Equipage or Habits : He had no great Fortune 
of his own, but Play had made him Mailer of that 
of other People, and his Gains this way were fo 
coniiderable, that he made as great a Figure as the 
richeft and mofl magnificent' Nobleman at Court. I 
was unfortunate enough to pleafe him, a^d when my 
own Vanity, back'd by his continual Addreffes, had 
perfuaded me I was not difagreeable to him, I reck- 
on d my felf the happieft Woman ^upon Earth. I 
can hardly exprefs how well he knew to make him- 
(elf belov'd, or to what excels I lov'd him. My 
Hufband, fo good, fo dear, and fo reipe£ledj be- 
came to me in a little time as contemptible as odi- 
ous, Don Lewis appeared more hateful to me than 
ever. In fliort, nothing pleas'd me but Andradcu 
I lov'd none but him, and in all places where I 
did not fee him, I furpriz'd all the Company with 
my Diftra6lions, and reftlei^ Behaviour. Andrada 
on his part lov'd me full as paffionately. His pre- 
dominant Faflion for Gaming gave way to his Love : 
His Prefents gained toy Woman ; his Letters and 
Verfes charm d me, and his Serenades fet all the 
Hufbands in our Streets a thinking for whom they 
were defign*d. In Ihort, he attackt me fo well, or 
I defended my felf fo ill, tliat I at laft furrender'di 
I promis'd all that lay in my Power to give him, 
ib that now we had no other Difficulty to furmount, 
but that of a convenient Time and Place. My 
Hulband had engaged in a Hunting Match, which 
would keep him fevcral Days in the Country. 
I fent to acquaint my dear Poriuguefe with this 
News, and we agreed to execute our amorous De- 
figns that very Night, after my Hufband was gone. 
I was at a certain Hour to leave the Back-door 
* of our Garden open, and under pretence of paffing 
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part of the Night there, by reafon of the cxceflivc 
Heats, was to fet up a Field-bed in a little Summer* 
houfe, that was open oil all fides, and encompafs'J 
with Orange Trees and JeDamincs. At laft my 
Hufband quitted Vnlladolidy and that Day feem'd 
tome the Jongeft I ever knew. The Night came, 
and my Women having fet me up a Bed in the 
Garden, I pretended to be very fleepy, and as foonr 
as my Mai is had undrefs'd me, commanded tfaenfi alP 
to go to Bed, except one Chambewnaid, who knew 
the Secret of our Amour : I had fcarce laid me 
down, and the Maid, whofe Name was Marina^ 
had hardly Ihut the Gardeivdoor that fac'd the 
Houfe, and open'd the Back-door, when my Wo-; 
men came to tell me my Hufband was return'd.* 
I had but juft time to lliut the Garden-door, whiclr 
I had ordered to be let open for Andrada. My> 
Hufband carefs'd me as he us'd to do, and yoir 
may imagine how I received him. He told me he 
was forc*d to come back, becaufe the Gentleman^ 
who had invited him to the Sport, had unluckily 
fallen off his Horfc, and broke his Leg. Aftet 
this be commended my Judgment for chufing fb 
cool and refrelhing a Place, and concluded he would 
likewife take up his Quarters there. He got him- 
ftlf undreft at the fame time, and came to Bed to 
inc. I did all I could to conceal my Vexation at 
his Return, and to Ihew him by my feign*d Em* 
braces that his were not ungrateful to me. In the 
mean time Andrada came at the Hour of A.flig*- 
iiation, and finding the Door Ihut, which he thought 
to have found open, by the help of his Valet, leapt 
over the Garden-wall, where he had hop*d to pali 
the Night With me. He has confels'd to me fincc, 
hi« Jealdiifie put him Upon lb hardy aijd dangeroui 
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a Dcfign ; aiid that he did not doubt but (bme liapi- 
sf)y and better belov'd Rival enjoy 'd that Happinefe 
%vhich I had promis'd him. Thefe Sulpicions of hi^ 
that perhaps I diverted my felf at his Expence 
with another Gallant, fb inflam'd his Anger, that 
he was refolv'd to ufe me ill, in cafe he found 
what he fufpe£led to be true, and to revenge him- 
lelf upon his Rivai to the laft Extremity. He 
crept up to the Summer-houfe, whereby we lay to*- 
gether, as foftly as he cou'd. The Moon Ihoae 
very bright, I (aw him, and knew him as foon as 
he came in : He fiw I was very much affrighted, 
and I made a Sign to him to be gone. At firft 
he cou'd not dilcern whether the Peribn, that was 
in Bed with me, was my Hufband or fome one 
el/e ; but obferving in my Countenance left Fear 
than Confufion and Shame, and feeing upon th^ 
Table the Cloaths and Plume of Feathers he had 
leen my Hufband wear that very Day, aad which 
were as lingular as they were remarkable^ he was fa>- 
tisfied it was Don Sancho^ whom he law a Bed with 
rae, ai^d found him' to be fafter afleep than a Gal- 
lant in all probability would have been^ However, 
he drew near that part of the Bed where I lay, 
and ftole a Kifs, which I could not huider, con* 
iidering the Fear I was in left my Hulband fliould 
awake. He had no mind to keep me longer in this 
Fright, and therefore went his way, lifting up his 
Eyes to Heaven, drugging his Shoulders, and Ihew- 
ing all the Marks (f a Man that was deeply a£* 
ffLds^di at this Difappointment, and fb leapt back again 
over the Garden-wall, with the fame Facility as 
before. Early in the Morning I received the moft 
paffionate Letter from him that ^ver was read, ac- 
company.^ with a pretty Copy pf V'erfes upon the 
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Tyranny of Hufbands. He (pent the rcmaWer of 
the Night, after he had parted with me, in writ- 
ing them, and next Day when I receiv'd thenst, I 
could hardly do any thing elfc but read them ovct 
and over, as oft as I could do it in private. Nei- 
ther of us fufficiently reflefted upon the Hazard wc 
Tiad run, to make it a Warning to us not to ei- 
?pofe our felves (b any more. But altho* I had not 
teen incfeyd-of mj felf to grant him all he alkcd 
of me, or had lov'3 Andrada lefi than I did, or 
liad hot yeilded to the infouatiiig Fl^cecy of hisLefv 
ters, yet I could not have relifted the Perfuafion 
6f my Chamber-maid, who talk'd to meinceflantly 
In his Favour. She reproach'd tnc with want of 
Refolution, which had made me to think nG more of 
Andrnddj and talk'd of the Paffion he had for me, 
with the fame Vehemence as flic would have told a 
.Sweet-heart of her own, wliat a Kindnefs Ihe had 
^or him. By this I found flie .was not to learn 
her I'rade now, and likewife law of what Impor* 
tance it is to be car,eful in t^e Choice of Perfons, 
th-iiX are plac'd fo nc^r Woman of, ray Age and Con*- 
ditioa But I was refolv'd to tuin my felf, fo that 
if Ihc had been, more virtuous than ihe was, lie 
liad enjoyld a lefs Share in my Confidence. At 
laft fhe over-perfuaded i^e to izctvv^ jindrada. in 
^a .Drefline-room near my Chamber, y^\m^ flie lay 
ty her lelr ; and we agreed that foiRxHi ^s my Hus»^ 
^baiid was fail afleep, fhe ihould ^e by him invmy pkee^ 
' ivliile 1 pafs'd the Night with my Gallant. Thus w ^ct 
him conceal*d into nay Dreflifig'^roorq 5 my Hulbandl 
fell faft afleep, and I prepared to m^et aiy Love 
with all the Emotions, of one whofe Defires are vi* 
olent, yet'who^had a gre^ deal t6 Sear, wheA k 
terrible - N'6tfe of conrus'd Voices 'that cry^i xkc 
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Fire J Fire J alarm'd my Ears, and wak'd my Hus- 
•band : At the fame time my Chamber was all m 
a Smoke, and I could perceive the Flames thro* 
ray Windows. A Negro Maid, that ferv'd in the 
Kitching, had fet it on Fire, being drunk, and it 
-was not perceiv'd till it had taken hold of feme 
-dry Wood, and the Neighbouring Stables, and now 
-had feiz'd my Apartment : My Hulband was very 
well belov'd : In an inftaiu the Houfe was full of 
Neighbours that came to help us to quench the Fire. 
My Brother-in-law Do« Z>w/ J, whom the comimQn 
'Danger had made more a£Uve and diligent than the 
reft, was one of the firft that helped us with his 
-^rvants, and who pulh'd on by his Paflion, fboa 
made his way into my Chamber thro* the Flames, 
Tthat had already feiz'd the Staip-cafe. He was in 
his Shirt, and had nothing over it but his Night- 
Gown, in which he wjapt me up, when taking me 
between his Arms, who might more properly be 
faid to be dead than living, and that oii Account 
of the Danger tp which Andrada was expos'd, ra- 
ther than my own ; he carry*d me to his own Room, 
thro' the Communication his Houfe had with ours, 
and letting me down upon his Bed, lefc me there, 
accompany 'd by Ibme of my Woman. In the mean 
:time my Hufband, and all that had concerned them- 
felves in this Accident, that had befaJn us, bcftirr'd 
thcmfelves fo notably, that the Fire was happily put 
.out, yet after it had ddne a g^reat deal of Damage* 
Andrada made 'hiis Eicape without Difficulty a- 
,mong the Croud irid'P'refe of People that came 
' to help us j and yoii nuy imagine how joyful I 
•was when Marine told me the agreeable News. 
He writ to me a hundred foolilh Tilings the next 
Day^ wlaAch I anftvex'd with more Tra^ilport than 
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he had ihcwn 5 and thus we made Ihift by wriring, 
to each other to foften and relieve that Pain, which 
Abfence occafion*d us. After we had repaired all 
the Mifchicf the Fire had done us, and 1 had left 
Don Lewis's Room to return to my owii, Andrnr 
da eafily perfuaded me to let him try the lame way 
once more, which had not fail'd the laft time but 
for {o unfortunate .and unexpefled an Accident. That 
very Night we had pitched upon to make our felves 
full Amends for the time the Fire had made us 
to lofe ; a Cavalier of my Hufband's Acquaintance, 
who was in fome Trouble about a Duel, and had 
fled to an Ambaffador's Houfe, where he did not 
think himfelf fafe enough from the Civil Magif* 
trate, was oblig'd to ab&ond fomewhere elfe. My 
Huj[band carry d him privately to his own Houfe, 
and took the Key of the Street-door, which he 
caused to be lock*d before his Face, left any Ser- 
vant thro* Treachery or Indifcrction might difcover 
the Place of his Retirement. This order, at which 
I was equally furpriz'd and troubled, was unlucki- 
ly put in Execution juft as Andrada made the Sig- 
iial in the Street, which he had told Marina of 
before. The poor l^aid was in a ftrange quan- 
dary what to do, and made him a Sign from a low 
Lertice Window to flay a Moment. We delibe- 
rated upon the Matter a litde, and afterwards Ihc 
went and told him in a low Voice what new Ob- • 
fiacle our ill natur'd Deftiny had trump d up to op- 
pofe our Defign ; fo fhe proposed to him to flay 
rill all our People were gone to Bed, and then he 
ihould try to get in thro* one of the Kitchin Win- 
dows, which ftie wou* d open to him. Nothing feem-d 
difficult or dangerous to Andrada^ provided he cou d 
but latisfie his Love. My Hufband faw his Friend 
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to Bed, and went to Bed himfelf in good time, a& 
ter the JBxample I had iet him ; all our Servants 
did the like ; and Marina ^ when Ihe thought the 
whole Family was fafl afleep, opened the little Win- 
dow to Andradny who with all the eafe in the 
•World got halfway through, but fo indifcrectly or 
antbrtunately, that after feveral Eflforts, which ra-» 
riier did him a Mifchief than helpt hhn, he ftuck 
fiift by the Wafle between the Iron Bars, with-, 
out being able to flir backwards or forwards. His. 
Valet could not help him from the Street, no more 
cou'd Marina from the Place where Ihe was, with- 
out fome one elfe to aflift her. So ihe went to 
call up one of the Maids, in whom Ihe cou'd re-* 
pofc Confidence, and told her that flie hid be^a 
over-perfuaded that Night by her Swect«»heart, whom 
Ihe lov'd intirely, and was to marry in a little time^' 
to try to let him in at the Kitchen Window, but 
that he ftuck fo faft between the Iron Bars, that- 
there was no getting him out \vithout filing, or 
wrenching them out of their Places ; Ihe defir cHier 
tliereforc to aflift her in this Extremity, to which 
tlie other readily confented ; but tor want of a 
Hammer, or fome fuch like Utenfil,. Andrada had 
not been a Farthing the better for the help of 
thefe two Wenches, if he had not bethought him- 
felf cf his Ponyard, which did the Bufinefs fo eF* 
fedually, that after a great deal of flruggling and 
Sweating, the Iron Bars were by main Strength wreft- 
ed from the Wall, and my Gentleman delivered 
from the terrible Fear of being found fo fcanda* 
loully wedg*d, in a Place where he cou*d be taken 
for nothing but a Houfe-breaker. However, this 
qou'd not be done with fo little Noife but that fome 
of the Servants heard it, who looked into the Street, 
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at the fioie time when Andrada carrying with hiirv 
the Iron Hoop, which inclos'd him about the Wafte, 
lubb'd off as hard as he cou*d drive, attended by 
his Foot-man. The Neighbours and our Servants^ 
cry'd out. Stop Thief y aner them, and made no 
queftion but that fome Villains had attempted to 
rob D^n Sancho's Hpufe, elpecially when they faw 
^e Iron Bar gone. In the mean time Andrada^. 
got fafe to his Lodgings, and was forc'd to file off 
the Iron Bar, which grip'd him as dole as a Belt, 
for notwithftanding all the Tricks his Man and he 
play'd, there was no getting it offotherwife. This 
third Accident, put him in a very ill Humour, as 
1 came to be informed afterwards. As for me, I 
took it quite otherwife ; and while Marina^ not 
w? recovered of her Fright, told me the Story, I; 
thought I ihould have kHl'd my felf with laughr^ 
iig. However, I was no lefs concern d than he^ 
at this Series of Difappointments, which rather in- 
fl^m'd than cool'd our Defires, and wou d not let 
us defer the happy Mii)ute of Enjoyment any lon- 
ger, than, the very next Day after this pleafant but 
unlucky Adventure. My Hufband was in the City, 
endeavouring to make up his Friend*s Bufinefs for 
him, which in all probability would keep him the 
remaining part of the Day. I fent trufty Marina 
CO Andrada's Lodgings, tha^ were not far from my 
Houfe, Ihe found him a,Bed, flill difcompos'd with 
the Fatigues of the laft Night, and fo dejc6led by . 
thefe unlucky Croffes in his Aniours, that Marina 
was partly fcandaliz*d . to ttt with what Coldnefs, 
he received the Advances I made him, and to find 
hinx fb backward to gjye me the Meeting, altho* 
ihe often affured hiqi, this was an Opportunity that 
was not to be loft. To make fhort of my Story, 
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at laft he came, and I rcceiv d him with all the 
Tranfports of Joy which a Woman wholly aban- 
doned to her Paffion can feel. I was fo blinded by 
it, that I did not perceive, as well as Marina did, 
with' what Indificrence he made his Approaches to 
me, altho' it was but too vifiblc. However my Em- 
braces at laft drc^ on his. Hitherto our mutual 
Joys could not be otherwife exprefs'd than by our 
Silence, and the Thoughts of what each of us de- 
fired with fo much ardour, put me into fo great 
a Confufion, that I cou^d not look Andrada in 
the Face, and by this means gave him an Oppor- 
tunity to attempt what he pleafed ; when Marin/tj 
who like a difcreet Chamber-maid had gone out 
cf the Room to be upon the Watch, came in all 
jsfFrighted, and told me my Hulband was come home. 
She carried Andrada into my Drefling-room, rather 
dead than alive, and feeming to bp much more con^ 
cern'd than my felf, alrho' I had more reafon to 
be fo. My Hulband gave fome orders to his Peo-» 

Jle below, before he came up into my Chamber, 
n this Interval I had juft time to compofe my 
felf, and Marina to empty a great Coffer full of 
Lumber, ijito which Ihe put the defpairing Andrada* 
She had fcarce ftow'd her Lover in this little Sanflu- 
ary, when my Hufband came into the Room, and 
only killing me as he pafs'd by, without any far- 
ther flay went dire£tly into my Drefling-room, where 
he found a Book of Plays and unhappily open'd 
it. He lighted upon a place that pleas'd him, and 
had engag'd him to read longer, if Marina had 
not advis'd me to go to him, and try to bring 
him into my Chamber. My Misfortunes did not 
flop here, for Don Sancho^ finding me ftrangely dit 
composed and thoughtful, as I had too much reafon 
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to be, endeavoured by his own good Humour to 
put me into a better* Never in his Life did he 
take to much pains to divert and pleafe me as now, 
and yet never did he vex and importune me more* 
I begg*d him to quit my Chamber, pretending to 
be lb fleepy that 1 could not hold open my Eyes 5 
but by an unieafonable fit of Plealantry, which was 
not ufual with him neither, he kept me Company 
in fpite of all I cou d lay to him ', and rho' be 
was the mofi complailant Man alive, yet lhew*d he 
fb httle of it at this Time, that I was fore d to 
turn him out. As foon as ever I had lock'd my 
Chamber Door, I ran into my Drcffing-room to 
deliver Andrada from his Prifon. Marina opened 
in all haile the Coffer wherein Ihe had put him ; 
but both of us had like to have died of Fear and 
Grief, when we found him without either Pulfe or 
Motion like a dead Man, and {0 in effeft he was 
according to all appearance. Imagine to your felf 
what terrible Agonies this fieht occafion'd me, and 
what meafures it was poi&ble for me to take in 
fo cruel an extremity. I wept, tore my Hair, grew 
defperatc, and I believe had had Refolution enough 
to have ftabb'd my felf with Andrada s Ponyard, 
if my exceffive Grief had not fo enfeebled n^e, that 
1 was forc'd to throw my felf upon Marital BecL 
This Maid, altho* Ihe was concerned to the laft 
Degree, yet preferv*d her Judgment better than I 
in this our common Calamity, and bethought her-^ 
felf how to remedy it ; which for my part I want- 
ed Strength to execute, altho* my Reafon had not 
been diforder'd after the mamier it was. She told 
me that perhaps Andrada was only in a Swoon, 
and that a Chirurgeon either by bleeding, or Ibme 
Other fp«edy Relief mi^t reftore ium that Life, 
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which he feem*d to have loft. I look'd on her 
-without returning any Arifwer, my Grief having in 
9, manner made me ftupid.. Marina loft no time 
in asking more Queftions, but went immediately 
to put in Execution what flie had proposed ; but 
no fooner had the opened the Door with this In-, 
tendon, thaii i|iy Brother-in-law Lc^n Ltwis pop't 
in. upon us^ and this fccond Dilafter was; yet more 
terrible than the firft. Ahho* the Body of Andradti^ 
had not been expofs'd to his view, as it was, yet. 
the Cbnfijfion and Surprize he might read in oQr 
Faces, would have told him that we had been en- 
gaged in fome myflerious Afiair, which he wou'd. 
not have faiVd to examine to the bottom, being 
io much intereflcd in me, both as a Brother-in-law 
and a Lover. I was therefore obliged to throw my 
felf at the Feet of a Man, whom I had often be- 
held at mine, and relying upon the I^ve he had^ 
for me, and upon his Generofity, the eflcntial Qua^. 
lity of every Gentleman, re%n*d the deareft thing 
I had in the World intirely to his Will. He did. 
what he could to raife me, but being refolv'd to 
continue on my \n<^e,iy I frankly told him, as well 
as my 'Tears and Sidis wou'd give me leave, what- 
a fad Accident had oefallen me, at which I don't- 
at all queftion but he was pleased in his Heart. T^o?t 
I^njoisj faid I to him, I don't implore thy Genero-v 
fity now to prolong my Life ; my Misfortunes al- 
ready have made it fo odious to me, that I wou'd 
even take it away my felf , were 1 afraidrth;jt my 
Deipair coud not ^tdi it, but at the expencc. of 
nsiy Honour, ftom which that of Don Sanch^^ and. . 
even his Life are perhaps infeparable. Thou may'ft 
believe, the Difdain 1 have aU along -ihewii thee, 
was rather the cffeS of my Averfion than Virtue, 
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thou may 'ft rejoice at my Dilgrace, nay, and glut thy; ' 
Revenge with it, but- dareft thou reproach me with. 
a Crime which thou haft lb often tempted me to com- ^ 
mit? and, Canft thou %vant Indulgence for her, who 
has fo often Ihewn it to thee ? Don Lewi^ would. 
not let me go on; but, Madam^ lays he, you fee 
Heaven has jq^y puniih'd you for beftowing youc 
Aff^ions upon one whom you ought to have hated : . 
But I have no Time to lofe^ that I may convince 
you, by drawing you out of this Premunire, that . 
you have not a better Friend in the World than . 
Don Lewis* Having laid this, he left rae, and re- 
turned a Moment after with two Porters, whom he 
had order'd to be fent fon Marina and I ^ had, in , ' 
the meaq time, ^MtAndrad^^ Body again into the . 
great Cofier. Don Lewis lent a helping Hand to . 
put it on the Fellows Shoulders, and bid them carry,^ 
it to a certain Friend's Houfe of his, to whom he , ■ 
had difcover'd this Adventure, as he had before en- , 
tmfted him widi the Secret of his Amour. Here, - 
after he hid taken the Body, out of the Coffer, he ' 
order'd it to be laid at 'full length on a Table, and ' 
wjiil^ they were taking off his Clothes he felt his;^* 
Pulfe, and put his Hand on that part of his Breaft v 
where the Palpitation of the Heart is beft to be dif^ -- 
cpver'd, whereby he found there, were flilLlbme.^; 
Sparks of Life remaining in binii He. fent for a 
Chirurgeon in all hafte, while in the mean tiqie they 
put him to Bed, and imploy'd allthe Remedies xvere 
proper to bring him to life again.^. In Ihort, he came >! 
to himfelF, being blOoded: A. Servant -was left to * 
attend him, and the Company quitted the Room, to ,, 
afford time to Nature -and Reft to- compleat that- . 
Cure, which their Remedies had fo fuccefsfully be- . 
guut You may imagine how great An(kada*% Sur- ^ 
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prize was, when after lb long a DeUquium he found 
himfelf in Bedj, and could only remember what a 
Fright he had been in, when they put him into the 
Coffer ; he knew not where he was, nor what he had 
to hope or fear. He was taken up with thefe mor- 
tifying Thoughts, when he heard the *Chamber- 
door open, and when the Curtains were drawn, 
faw by the light of fome Tapers, that were brought 
into the Room, Don Lewis^ whom he very well knew 
to be my Brother-in-Law, and who having taken a 
Chair, Ipoke to him as follows. Am I a Stranger to 
you, Signior Andrada P and. Don't you know I ain 
Brother to Lon Sancho / Y^, replied Andrada^ I 
know you well enough. And do you remember, 
cries Don LevD?Sy what happened to you to-day at 
his Houfc ? Take my Word for t, continues he, 
if you pretend any more to carry on your Intrigues 
mth my Sifter-in-Law , or if 1 ever fee you 
more in our Street, you Ihall ibrely repent it : And 
further kiK)w, that thou hadft been a dead Man if I 
had not taken Compafiion on a fooliih and unfortu- 
nate Woman, who has been plcas'd to put her Life 
and Honour into my hands ; and if I were riot fully 
affur'd that thy criminal Defigns againft myBrother*s 
Hoi;>our have not been put in execution : Change 
your Habitation therefore, continues he, and think 
not to efcape my Refentments, if you break the 
Promife I expe£l you fliould make me. 

Andrada promis'd him more than he alk'd, he 
anade him the meaneA and mofl abje6^ SubmifHons 
he could think of, and protefled that he ow'd him a 
Life for faving his. He was weak enough in all 
Confcience to keep his Bed, but bis exceffive Fear 
gave him Strength to get up : From that very Mo- 
ment be conceiv'd as great an Avedion for me as 
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his Affeftion before had been violent ; nay, he had 
my very Name in Horrour. In the mean time I 
was uneafic t© know what was become of him, but 
had not Affurance to aft Don Lewsy nay, not fo 
much as to look him in the Face. I fent Marina 
to Andraid% Lodgiggs, where flie arriv'd juft at the 
fame time as he came in himfelf^ and order'd his 
Trunks to be got ready, to remove to another Quar- 
ter of the Town. As foon as he law her, he forbad 
her to come to him any more from me^ and recoun- 
ting in few Words all that had pafs*d between Bon 
Lewis and himfelf, added, that I was the moft un- 
grateful, and moft perfidious Woman in the World ; 
that he wou'd only confider me for the future as one 
that defign'd to ruin him, and defir'd I would no 
more think of him than if I had never leen him. 
Having faid this, he turnd Marina out of- his 
Chamber, who was extreamly furpriz*d at his Treat- 
ment ; however, her Afionilhraent was not h great, 
but that Ihe had Prefence of Mind enough to dogg 
him at a diftancc, and obferving the Houfe where 
his Trunks were carried, by that means came to 
know his new Lodgings. The Vexation I felt to be 
accus'd of a Crime whereof I was innocent, and to 
be hated by the Man whom I lov*d fo tenderly, for 
whom I had hazarded both my Life and Reputa- 
tion, hinder'd me from taking fo much Satisfadion 
in his Safety as otherwife I Ihould have done, I fell 
into a Fit of Melancholy, which threw me into a 
Sicknefi, and my Diftemper, which the Phyficians 
could net tell what to make of, was no Uttle AflSifti- 
on to my Hulband. To compleat ray Misfortune, 
Don Le(a)is{>Gg2Ln to value himfelf upon the impor- 
tant Service he had done me; he inceffantly impor- 
tuned xne to grant him that Happinefs which I had 

in- 



15 8 The Innocent A^UtyV 

intended &r 4^dra(ia^ reproaching me, that I. was 
in love with the latter all the time I preach'd to him 
what I ow*d to my Hufband, and what he ow'd to a 
Brother. Thus being hated by the Man I lov'd, 
lov'd by him I hated, feeing Andrada no more, 
feeing ^o» Z^TW too often, and perpetually accu-., 
ling my felf for having been fb ungrateful to the 
h^fi Hulband in the World, who lefE nothing un- , 
done t9 pleafe me, and who was diftra6led at my 
Illne|s, when he had the jufteft Provocations to^ 
take away my Life : Being thus troubled with Re-^ 
morfe of Confcience, of Love and Hatred, two 
Paflions fo contrary, I kept my Bed for two Months, 
expefting eveiy moment ray Death with Joy, but 
Heaven it/eems referv'd, me.for greater: Misfor^ 
tones.: My Youth, iiifpite of my felf, affifted me., 
againft this inconfolable Grief : In Ihort, I recover'd^ 
and Don £^wi perfecuted me much more than ever 
he had done. I had given Orders to my Women,; 
and particularljfto Marwa, never to leave me alone 
with him. Enrag'd at this Ufage, and the Refi-. 
fiance I continually made him, he,..refolv'd to obtain, ^ 
by the bl^ckeft piece of Treachery that, ever was 
known, that which I rcfus'd him with fo much fted* 
faflnefs. I have already told you, there was a Way^ 
from his Houfe to ours, thro' a Door that was fel- ^ 
dom Ihutj on the.' Night he, pitch'd upon for the:. 
Eae^ution of his damnable Defign, and at the Houc ^ 
when he thought every one was afleep, both at his 
Houfe and ours, he got in by this Door, open*d the 
Gate towards the Street, and turn d, all our Horfes. 
out of the Stable ; they immediately ran into the 
Court, and theoce into the. Street. The Noife 
they made foon awaken d. the Servant* that look'd . 
after them, and they my Hijlband ; He being very > 

fond . 
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fend of his Horfes, as foon as ever he knew they 
were got into the Street, immediately ran after 'em 
ill his Morning Gown, fwearing heartily at his 
Grooms, and the Porter, who had forgot to Ihut 
the great Gate. Don Lewis ^ who had hid himfelP 
iii my Antichamber, and feen my Hplband go down 
Stairs, followed him into the Court, and having, 
Ihut the Street-door, and tarried a little. to give the 
greater Probability to what he had a mind to efFeft, 
came to Bed to me, perfonating my Hufband lb well, 
that 'tis no wonder if I was miftakcn. He was ex-- 
ceflive cold with (landing (b long in his Shirt : Gobdr 
God, Sir, faid I to him, how cold you are ! *1ris 
very true, answers he, counterfeiting his Voice, I 
had like to have been ftarv'd in the Street.. And 
are your Horfes, laid I to him, retaken ? My Ser-^ 
vants are gone after 'em, cries he ,• and then draw- 
ing neater riie, as to warm himfelf, embracing me 
very lovingly, proceeded to betray me, and dilho< 
nour his Brother. As Heaven permitted this Crimej 
"perhaps it referv'd the Puniihment of it to me, that, 
fo ray Honour might be retrievdby my own Hands, 
and my Innocence known. Having fatisfied his' 
wicked Defire, he pretended to be in<,^in for his^v 
Horfes 5 lb up he got, and having open'd thfe^Stfe^r 
Gate, retir'd to his own Lodgings, well pleas'd'' 
perhaps with his Crime, an^ rejoicing in thatVhich 
would be the caufe of his DeflruQion. My Hulband 
came in loon after, and getting into Bed, crept 
dofe to me, half frozen and ftary'd as he was, and 
obliged me by his Careffes, which I thought extra- 
ordinary, to dcftre him to 1st me fleep. He thought 
itftrangej for my part, Iwasliirpfriz'd, and didnot; 
doubt but th^t feme; treacherous : Trick had been 
pjay'd me* . I could not fleep a wink tiH it was Day, 

1 got 
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I got up tnudh earlier than I us*d to do, went to 
Mafs, and there I law Don Lewis in his fineft 
Cloaths, and with his Countenance gay, as mine was 
lad and mekncholy. He prefented me with the 
holy Water, which I receiv a very coldly from him; 
then looking on me with a malicious Sneer, Good 
God, Madam, lays he, how cold you are ! At thefe 
Words, that were the fame I Ipoke to him the Night 
before, and which made me no longer doubt my 
Misfortune, I tum'd pale, and then redden'd : He 
might eafily find by my Eyes and the Difbrder he 
had occafion'd me, how heinoufly I refented his In- 
fblence. I parted from him without fo much as 
looking -at him, and pafs'd all the time at Mais very 
uneafily, as you may well imagine. I made my 
Hufband uneafie too; when at Dinner, and all the 
reft of the Day, I look'd like a diflrafted Woman, 
Cghing inceffantly, and fhewing that I was troubled 
in Mind, notwithftanding all the Care I took to 
conceal it. I retired to my Chamber fooner than 1 
us*d to 4o, pretendmg a flight Indilpofition : I 
thought of a hundred different Defigns to revenge 
myfelf; at laft my Indignation put me upon that 
which I refolv'd to put in execution. The Night 
came, I went to Bed when my Huft)and did ; I pre- 
tended to fleep, to oblige him to do the fame ; and 
when I faw him faft, and fuppo&'d all our Servants 
were fo too, I got up, took his Ponyard, and, wholly 
blinded and tranfported by my Paflion, made a ihi& 
however, by the fame Door, and the fame Way 
thro* which my cruel Elnemy had got to my Bed, to 
find the Way to his. My Fury made me not to do 
things at random : I groped out where his Heart 
lay with my Hand that was free, and difcover'd it 
by its Palpitation j my Fear of mifiSng my Blow did 



The InMoeeMt Mukeyy. i6i 

not make the other tremble wherein I held the 
Poiiyard. I fheath*d it twice in the Heart of the 
deteftable Don LewiSy and punifli'd him by a gentler 
Death than he deferv'd. In the heat of my Rage I 
gave him five or fix hearty Stabs more, and return'd 
to my Chamber in that Tranquillity and Peace of 
Mind, that convinc'd me I had done nothing but 
what was jufl. I put up my Hulbands Ponyard, 
bloody as it was, into the Scabbard , I drefs'd my 
lelf in as much hafte, and with as little Noife as 1 
could ; I took with me all my Jewels and Moneys 
and as much tranfported by my Love as I had been 
lately hurried by my Revenge, ran away from my 
Huiband, who lov'd me better than his Life, to^ 
throw my felf into the Arms of a young Man, who' 
had not long ago taken care to let me know I was 
become odious to him. The natural Cowardifc of 
my Sex was fo well fortified by the impetuous PaA 
fions that reign d in my Soul, that tho' it was Mid- 
night, and I all alone, yet I walk'd from my own 
Houfe to Andrsda^s Lodging, with as much Affu- 
rance as if I had been going to do a good A<ftion in 
the Day-time. I knock d at Andrada^s Door, who 
was not at home, being engaged it fcems at Play, at 
a Friend's Houfe. His Footmen, who knew mc well 
enough, and were not a little furpriz'd to fee me 
there, received me with a great deal of Refpc«a, and 
lighted a Fire for me in their Mailer's Chamber : 
He came home foon after, and, I fuppofe, little 
imagin d to find me in his Room, He no lb oner 
law me, but looking wildly upon me, cry*d, What 
has brought you hither, Madam Eugenia? and. 
What have you to fay to me of all Men living, whom 
you defign'd to facrifice to the Revenge of your 
Brother-in-law and Gallant ? How Andrada ! laid 

Ito 
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I to him, do you put lb ill a Conftrudlion. upon mi. 
unavoidable Accident, which forced me to have re- 
Qourfe to the only Man in the World whom I was 
moft afraid to be oblig'd by ? And could you pa6 
fo difadvantageous a Judgment on a Perfon who had 
given you fo many Proois of her AiJe<^ion ? I ex-* 
pb£led fomething more than Reproaches from you, 
which you would not have been in a condition now 
to make, had I not done that very thing, for which. 
jou condemn me, and charge me with as a Crime : 
Alas ! if I have been guilty of any, 'tis not againft- 
you, but againft my Hufband, to whom I ought to 
have been faithful^ to whom I have been ungrateful,. 
• becaufe 1 would not be fo to you, and'^whom 1 have 
feft to caft.my felf upon^a cruel Manj that ufes me 
iB; When 3rourt)eath, which I look'd upoa^to ba, 
real, had flung me into that Defpair, which how 
could a Woman avoid that expefted every moment 
to be furpriz'd by her Huftand ; and when Dort^ 
J^wts found me in this deplorable condition, what 
could I otjiecwife do, than rely upon his Genierofiry, 
and the.Lpve he had for me ? He has, moft trea-. 
cheroufly b^ray'd me at the Expence of his own. 
Honour, but it has been alfo at the Expence of his 
Qwn Life, which I have juftnow taken ftom himj , 
and 'tis this, my dear Andrada^ that has brought 
me hither. 'Tis necelTary I Ihould conceal my felf- 
from Juftice, till 1 find,a proper time to uiform the 
World what Don Lewises Crime was, as well as my 
ow|i Misfortune. I have Money and Jewels enough 
to maintain you with Splendour in any part d^SfaWy 
whither you will think fit to accompany a raifera* 
h\& Woman. I fhall convince the whole World in 
^ little time, that I rather deferve to be pitied than 
Uam'd, anci my future Conduft ftall juftifie my part 
^ Afti- 
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Aaipns. Yes, yes, aied he, interrupting me, I 
will go and take Dojh Ltw//s place^ now thou art 
cloy *d with him, and have my Throat cut like him, 
when thou art fo with me. Ha ! thou lafcivious 
Woman, continues he, how well docs this laft wic- 
ked ASion of thifie confirm me in my Belief that 
thou defigned'ft to facrifice me to thy Qdlant ? But 
think not to come off with Reproaches only, I will 
rather be the Punilher of thy Crime than the Accom- 
plice of it. He had no fooner fpoke thcfe Words, 
but he fliippUmc by main Brce, in fo barbarous a- 
manner, that even his Servants were ajfham'd of it ; 
he gave me a hundred Blows, naked as I was, and 
after he had latfefied his Rage till he was quite wea* 
ry, threw xne into the Street, where, it I had not 
l|sippily met with you, I had died e*re this, or fallen. 
wto the hands of thofe who perhaps are now fearch-, 
i|ig for me. When fhe had ended her Difcourfe^ 
fee Ihew'd DonGarcias the black and blue Marks 
on her Arms, and thofe Parts of her Body which. 
Modefty would allow her to ihew, and then refum'd 
as follows, You have; heard, generous Bon Garciasj 
my deplorable Hiflory ; tell me therefore, I conjure 
you, what Meafures.an unhappy Woman ought to 
take, who has caused fo many calamitous Misfoi^ 
tunes. Ah Madam, cries _Z)o« Gnrcias interrupt- 
ing her, that I could as eafily advife you what to do, 
a? punilh Andrada-t if you would tut give me leave ! 
Don't rob me of the Honour of revenging your 
Quarrel ; and don't refufe to imploy, in whatever 
you think fit to command, a Man who is no lefs con->. 
cern*d for your Misfortune, than the Outrage has"' 
been offer'd you. Bofi Garcias pronounced thefe 
Words with a heat, which convinc d Eugenia he no 
Ic/s lov'd than pitied her. She thank'd him in the 

moft 
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ttioft obEging Terms her Civility and Gratitiiden 
could fuggeft, and begg'd. him to give himfelf the 
Trouble to go once more to her Hufband's Houfe, 
to inform^ himfelf more particularly what People &id 
of her Flight, and of the Death of Dofi Lewis* 
He happened to come there juft at the time they ^ 
were carryhig Don Sancha to Prifon, together with 
his Domefticks, and thofe of Bon Levnsy who hadj 
depos'd, their Mafier was in love with Eugsnitt. 
The common Door between the two Houfes, which- 
had been found open, and the Ponyard of Don Sav^ • 
cho yet reeking with Blood, were circumftantial 
Proofs that he had muither*d his Brother, of which 
nevexthelefs he was as innocent as he was afflided at '- 
it. The running away of his Wife, his Jewels and - 
Money that were milling, fo flrangely furpriz'd him, 
that he could not tell what to make on't ; and thls4 
troubled him infinitely more than his ImprifonmenC 
and the Proceedings of the Magiflrate. Don Gar* 
das was impatient to carry this News to Eugenia j 
but could not do it fo foon as he defir'd. One of his 
Friends, who had Bulinefs with him, ftopt him a 
long while in the Street where his Lodging was,- 
that happened to be over againA Anirada\ from 
whence he iaw a Servant come out booted, cariying 
a Portmantje ; he followed him at a diftancc, accom- 
panied by his Friend, and law him flop at the Poft- 
houfe ; he came in after him, and found he had hi-^ 
red. three Horfes, that were to be got ready in half 
an hour. Don Garcias. let him go, and order'd the 
fame number of Hories to be ready a6» the fame 
time. His Friend alk'd him what was the meaning 
of this ; he promised to tell^him, provided he would 
make one of the number ; to which the other readi- 
ly confented, without troublhig himfeliVhat the mat- 
ter 
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tct was. Don Garcias defir'd him to put on his 
Boots, and flay for "him at lib Lodgings, while he . 
made a Ihort trip to his own. Thus they parted, 
and Don Garcias went immediately to wait upoii 
'Eugenia J to inform her what he knew of her Af- 
fair. At the fame-time he gave Orders to his Land- 
lady, who was a Woman he coiild truft, to furnifh 
Eugenia with Clothes and other Neceffaties, and t3 
carry her that very Night to a Convent, the Abbe'ft 
'whereof was her Rehtion and Friend. After this, 
he privately order'd his Man to carry his riding Coat 
and BoDts to the. Gentleman s Lodgings whom he 
laft parted with ; and having once moreconjur'd the 
Woman of rhe Houfe to take care of Eugenia^ arid 
conceal her from all the World, he went to cauil up- 
on his Friend, and walk'd with him to the Poft- 
houfe, where they had not been a Minute but An^ 
drada came thither. Don Garcias aflc'd him whi- 
ther he was going; he told him, to SevtL Why 
then, replied Don Garcias^ we Ihafl need but one 
Poflilian. Andrada liked the Motion, and perhaps 
thought £)o« G/zm^j and his Friend were airace 
of Cullies, whom he might eafily bubble of their 
Money at Play. They rode our of Valladolid to- 
:gether, andgallop'd a pretty while, without doing 
any thing elfe ; for I think it is agreed on all hand?, 
.that when Men ride Poft, they are none of the beft 
Convcrlation. '^ Don Gahias finding they were now 
: in a fine open PlMri, fit for Bufiriefs, and remote 
enoiigh frobi any Houfe, rode- a Hale way before 
-the Comjlfeiy, then came back and bid Aridrada 
^op. AfidradA afted him what he would have : 
I muft fight you, anfwer*d Don Garcias^ to revfenge 
4f I can Eugenia s Quarrd, whom you have mortally 
. injured by Uie moft cowardly and villainous Aaion 
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that ever was known. I don't repent of what 1 
have done, replied Andrada to him fiercely, with- 
out feeming to be furpriz'd, but perhaps you may 
have occafion to repent of this Infolence, He wai 
a Man of Courage, and alighted from his Horfe at 
the feme time that hon Qarcias alighted from his, 
who would not vouchfafe.him an Anfwer. They 
were now coming up to one another with theit 
Swords drawn, when hon Garciass Friend told cm 
they muft not offer to tilt without him, and offeVd to 
fight Andrada's Footman, who was a well-fliap'd 
young Fellow, and of a promifing Countenance* 
Andrada protefted, that altho'' he had the beft 
Swordfman in all ^fatn for his Second, he would 
oiily fight one ag^iinft one, His^Footman, not con^ 
tenting himfelf with his Matter's Proteftation, pro^ 
tefted likewife for his part, that he would fight no 
Man whatever, for what Caufe whatever, or at any 
Weapon whatever. So Dm Qarcitts^ Friend was 
forced to be an humble Speftatot, or, if you pkafe. 
Godfather to. the two Combatants, which is no new 
thing in Sp^u. The Duel did iiQt.laft loiig, Hea- 
ven fo much favoured the righteous Caufe cf th>n 
Garctas^ that his Enemy prefSng upOH him with 
more Fury than Skill, ran upon his Sword's Point, 
and fell down dead at his Feet, lolinghis Blood and 
Life together. Andrada^ Foot(man:and.thc Pofl- 
boy, neithei^of which were made for Heroes, thr^w 
themfelves attlie Feet of Don Qarcioi^ who meant 
them, no .Miichief. He cotnms^ed Andrada*^ 
Footman to open his Matter's Pcrtmantl^ and .giv« 
Jiim all he had taken bom Eugenia : H« obey'd him 
immediately, and put into his Hand a^rich Mtoteau 
Gownajnd Petticoat, ^nd a little Box, vAikh by its 
4 weight would jbAve msi^ a BUndknan* liweir it was 

not 
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not empty. The Footman found the Key of it iil 
his Mafter s Pocket, and gave it likewife to Don^ 
Garciasy who bid him do what he pleas'd with his 
Rafter's Body, threatning to cut his Throat if he 
^ver faw him in VdladoUd. He commanded the 
Poft-boy not to come back till theDufk of the EvenJ'- 
ing, and promised he fliould find the two Horfes he 
had hired at the Poft-houfe. I fuppofe he was pun* 
dually obeyed by thefe two worthy Gentlemen, who 
were ready to die with Fear, and thought they were 
exceedingly obliged to him for not kimng them as 
he liad done Andrada. Hiftory leaves us in the 
dark as to what his Footman did with his Body ; 
and as for his Moveables, 'tis very probable he kept 
them for his own ufe : Our Memoirs likewife are 
\vanting to inform us how the Poft-boy riiahag'd 
himfelf in this Af&ir, Don Garcias and his Friend 
gallop'd it all the way to VAlladoUd^ and alighted at 
the Imperial Ambaludor's Houfe, where they had 
Friends, and ftay'd till it w^s Nighit. Don Garcias 
fent for his Footman, who told mm Eugenia was in 
pain to fee, hira* The Horfes were fent back to the 
Poft-houfe by an unknown Perfon, who cunningly 
rubb'd off after he had deliver'd them to one ot the 
Ofllers. As for Andradas Death, the People of 
VaUadoUd Githttt2\)LA nothing at all of it, becaufe 
they never heard a word of it, or, if they talk'd any 
thing of it, they laid no more but that a Cavalier had 
httn kill'd by fomc unknown Enemy, or by Thieves, 
Don Garcias return d to his Lodgings, where he 
found Eugenia dreft in the Clothes which his Land- 
lady had token care to provide for her : I am apt to 
believe flie took them up at a Broker's; for mSpain, 
'tis a common thing for Perfons of Quality, Iboth 
Men and Women, to rig themfelves in fuch Places. 

'He 
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He reftor*d Eugenia her Things again, particulatlf 
her Jewels, and informed her after what manner he 
had revenged her Quarrel upon Andrada. Being of 
a fweet and tender Oifpofition, Ihe was extreamly 
concerned at the unfortunate End of a Perfon whom 
flie had once fo dearly lov'd, and the Thoughts that 
ihe was the Caufe of fo many Tragical Difafters, 
affliaingher as much as her own Misfortunes, caus'd 
her to ihed abundance of Tears. That Day pul> 
lick Notice had been given at Valladohd^ that no 
one ftiould entertain or conceal E^genia^ and two 
hundred Crowns were offered by way of Reward to 
any that could bring any News of her ^ This made 
her refolve to get into a Cowycnt as foon as Ihe 
could ; however, Ihe pafs'd that Night in the Lodg- 
ing where Ihe was, and flept as little as ihe did the 
Night before. Don Garcias rofe by break of Day 
to go vifit the Abbels of the Convent, who was re- 
lated to Eugeniay and promised to receive and keep 
her private as. long as Ihe was aMe. From thence 
he went to hare a Coach, and order d it to ftop at a 
By-ftreet adjoining to his, whither Eugenia came, 
accompanied by the Gentlewoman of the Houfe,both 
of em cover a with their Veils. The Coach car- 
ried them to a certain place, where they order*d the 
Coachman to fet them down, and there alighted, 
that no one fliould find out the Convent whither JSfe- 
gmia had retir'd. She was courteoufly entertain'd 
there : Don Garcias^s Landlady took leave pf her, 
and went to inform her felf how Matters were like 
to go with Don Sane ho. She was told Things looked 
with an ill Afpeft, and that the leaft they talked of 
doing to him, was putting him to the Queflion. 
Don Garcias commtinicatea this News to^ Eugenia, 
who was fomuch congernd to fee her Huiband in 

dan- 
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danger of being puniili'd for a Crime he was no 
ways guilty of, that fee was refolv'd to furrender her 
felf into the Hands of Juflice* Don Garcias difr 
fuaded her fiora fo doing, and advis'd her rather to 
write to the Judgie-criraiiial, to let him know, that 
ordy fee could inform him who it was that kill'd 
X)t>?$ Lewis. Upon this the Judge, who by good 
Luck was related to her, went attended with feverai 
other Officers of Juflice to difcourie her. She free- 
ly confefe'd to them, that fee had kilFd Don Lewis j 
acquainted them with the juft. Provocation he had gi- 
ven her to ferve him fo, and recounted to them the 
Particulars of all that* had pafs*d between Don Lewis 
and her felf, except what related Co Andrada. Her 
Confeffion was taken down in Writing, and a Re* 
port of it made to his Catholick Majefty ; who con* 
iidering the blacknefs of Don Lewis % Crime, the 
juft Refentment of Eugeniay her Courage aiid Re* 
folution, the Innocence of Don.Sancbo and his Do- 
raefticfcs, order 'd them all. to be fet at Liberty, and 
granted his Royal Pardon to Eugenia^ at the Inflance 
of .all the Court, wh8 appeared in her behalfl Her 
Hufcand was not much diipleas'd with her for the 
Death of his Brother, nay, if one knew the Truth, 
perhaps lov'd her the better for it. He made her a 
ViSt as. fopn as he was enlarged, and would iain have 
takAii her home with him, but fee would not con- 
fent tQ it, nptwithftanding all his Importunities and 
i^ntr^ades. She did not queftion but that he took 
Don Lewises Death as he ought to take it, yet knew 
very well he had heard fomething of what had palled 
between her and the fortuguefe Cavalier ; and that 
.the kaft Blemife in a Woman's Honour may raifc 
hor H\ifbaivi*s Jealoulie, and fooner or later untie the 
Conjugal Kuot, let it be never fo well knit. Poor 

I . Dqh^ 



I 



370 Yhe Innocent Adultery* 

J)oxi'Sanchovifitcd her cfcen, and endeavoured, ty 
all the tendereft Inflances of.Kindnefi he could Ihew 
lier, to obliee her to return home, and be abfolute 
"Miftrefs oF his Eftate and him. She continued in- 
flexible in her Rcfolution, referving for her felf a 
l-^enfion fuitable to her Quality and Fortune : But 
tho' Don Sane ho could not prevail on her to go 
home with him, yet Ihe behav'd her felf fo obiii 
ingly to this good Huiband, that he had all the rea- 
bn in>he World to fpeak well of her 5 but all that 
Ihe did in the -Convent to pleafe him, only ericreas'd 
iris Concern that he was not able to gef her out of it. 
This threw him at laft into fo deep a Melancholy, 
that hefellfick, and his^Sicknefs brought him to 
Death's Door, He conjur'd Eti$t^nia to afE>rd him 
; fhe Satii)fa£^ion of feeing her before he parted with 
her for ever : She could not refufe this ibrrowful 
Delight to a Hulb^ild who had been lb dear to her, 
and who had lov*d h& fo tenderly, and who ftill k)v*d 
her fo well : She wen^ to fee' him die, and. had like 
to have died her felfwithGrie^ to obferve him fliew 
fo much Joy at the Eglut of her, as if fhe had reftor'd 
':that Life to him which he was going to lofe. This 
Coodneis 0^ Eugenia did not go unrewarded' he 
Jeft her all he had, by which means ihe became one 
of the richeft arid bcautifuFft Widows in aH Sfaiiiy 
after fhe had found her felf upon the ^v^ry brink of 
being one of the mofl unhappy Wopien in the 
'World. Her Affliftion for the Death of-' her Hut 
jband was fihcere as it was greats She gave all nc- 
cefl3ry Orders for his Funeral, took pcflellion of his 
Eftate, and returned to her Convent, refolving to 
j^afs tlie remainder of her Days there. Her Rcb- 
/tions proposed to her the befl Matches in Spain^ -biit 
.^e.was refolv'd not to faCrifice her Repofe to her 
• • Am- 
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Ambirion : And finding her felf everlaftingly perfe- 
cutcd by Crowds of Pretenders, whom her Beauty 
and Wealth drew after her to the Parlour of thc~ 
Convent where flic was, ftie would at laft be fcen 
by no body but Don Garcias* This young Gentle* 
m^xi had Icrv'd her fo opportunely upon fo impor* 
tant an Occafion, and with fo much Zeal, that llie 
could not fee him without faying to her felf, that Ihe 
Qw*d him ibmething more than bare Civilities arid 
Compliments. She difcover*d by his Livery an(i E* 
quipage that he was not over-rich, and fhe was ge* 
rierous enough to offer him fome Affiftances, which 
a P-crfbn in ordinary Circumftances may receive 
without Shame from one that is richer than himfelfl 
In the little time ftie had been at liis Lodgings, and 
m the Converfation he had often had with her, he 
made her ftnfible he had a lofty Soul» elevated above 
the common pitch, entirely difengag'd from all for- 
did titerefts, and wholly devoted to- Honour : She- 
was therefore afraid flic fliould affront him if ftie* 
made him any Prefent, which to be fure would have 
been anfwerable to her generous Temper i and on 
the other hand, flic fear a he would have but a forry 
Opinion of her Gratitude, if flie did not give him 
Proofs of it by her Liberality : But if Don Gnrcias 
gave' her fome Painuponthe aforefaidOccafion,^lhe 
gave him nolefs on her part, and (b was even witM 
him. In fliort, lie was in love with' her,^ but tho*; 
the Reipeia he bore her could not have hinder'd^him.' 
from acquainting her with it, yet how durft he mei>'- 
tion Love to a Woman, whom tHat Word had fo ' 
lately expos'd to fuch terriblef Misfortuiies, and that 
at a time too when the fbrsowful Air-of her Face, ■ 
ai^ the T/ears which trickled down her Cheeks in* 
oeilantJy, .were evident Demonftrations, that her- 
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Soul was yet too full of Qrief to be capable of ad- 
mitting any other Paffion. Among the reft that 
made their Vifits td Eu^enui^ in quality crf^her thrice 
humble Slaves, in hopes, I fuppofe, to become one 
Day her thrice ^mperious Matters ; among the reft, 
I fay, who had offer'd themfelves to her, and whom 
Ihe had refused, there was one Don DiegOy who ha-' 
ving notHiiig-eife to diftinpilh him, was refolv*d to 
iignalize himfelf by his conflant Perfecutions. He 
was foolifli as 'tis poflible for a young Fellow to be, 
as unmannerly as hef was foolilh, as troublefome as 
he was unmannerly, and hated by all the World 
for being thus troublelbme, unmannerly, and fbdilh. 
His Body was of a piece with his Soul, ugly and 
ill-falhion d : He was as poor in rcfpeft of the Blef- 
lings of this tranfitory World, as he was covetous to 
obtain 'em ; but being defcended from one of the 
bed Families in Sfainy and nearly related to ooit oF 
the principal Minifters of State, which only helped 
to make him the more infolent, People fliew'd hira 
fome litde Refped for the fake of his Quality, al- 
tho* it was not recommended by the leaft Merit. 
This Don DiegOy who was for all the world fuch a 
Spark as I have de(crib*d him, thought Eug:^nia had 
every thing a Man could defire in a Woman, and 
hoped to obtain her 'with eafe by the Credit of his 
Friends at Court, who had promis'd to make up the 
Match for him : But Eugenia, was not to be fo eafi- 
ly perfuaded as they imagind, into an Affair of that 
Importance; and, to ^vour a private Man, the 
Court would not commit a Violence that muft needs 
have difgufted all the World. Eugenia % retiring 
into a Convei^, her Refolution never to leave it, 
her pofitive Orders to receive no more Vifits, the 
Coldnefs. of .thofe that at firft encouraged JDo«./)/y^d 
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in his Preteiifions, made him to dclpair of ever ob- 
taining her without difficulty : For this reafon he 
was refolv'd to carry her by main force out of her 
Convent, an Attempt the moft criminal that can be 
undertaken in Spain^ and which none but a Fool 
like himfelf would ever have dreamt of. He found, 
for hisMoney, Fellows that were as great Fools as 
himfelf, and gave Orders to have frefli Horfes lefc 
upon the Road down to the Sea-fide, where a Vef- 
,fcl lay ready for him : In fliorf, he forced the Con- 
vent, carried off Eugenia^ and that unfortunate La- 
.dy had become the I'rey of the moft dilhonourable 
Wretch alive, if Heaven had not raised up an unex- 
pcded Champion for her Relief, even then, when 
ihe thought her felf moft abandon d by it. One fin-* 
gle Gentleman, whom Eugenia^ Cries drew after 
Her Ravifhers, oppos'd their whole Body, and hin- 
dered them from paffing farther, with fo much Va- 
lour, that he immediately wounded Don Diego, and 
feveral of his Accomplices, and gave time to the 
Towiifmen, who had taken the Akirm, and to thi^ 
Civil Magiftrate, to come dowii upon them with 
fuch numbers, that quickly forced Do^ Dugo and 
his Companions to (iirrender, or elfe to run the ha- 
zard of lofing their Lives on the Spot : Thus Euge» 
nia was delivered; but before Ihe would fuiFer her 
felf to be carried to her Convent, Ihe defir'd to 
know what was become of that valiant Gentleman 
who had fo gallantly expos'd his Life for her fake ; 
They found him wounded in feveral parts of his 
Body, and he had almoft loft all his Bbod as wpU 
as his Senfes. Eugenia had a mind to fee him^ and 
no fooner caft her Eyes upon him, but Ihe knew 
liim to be /)<?« Garcia s. If her Surprize was great, 
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her Compaffion was no lels, and, flic gave fuch ten- 
der Proofs cf it, that the Standers-by might have 
interrupted it to her Difadvantage, if flie had not 
hadajuft Occafion befides to afSi<a her felf. She 
prevailed with them, thro* her Entreaties and Pray- 
ers^ not to carry h^ generous Defender to Prilbn, 
whom Don Lugo^ who was upon the point of expi- 
ring, and his Accomplices, confefi'd not to belong 
to their Company, but to be the Man that had at- 
tack'd them. So he was carried to the next Houfe, 
Tvhich happen*d to be that where Don Sancho liv'd 
formerly/ and now belong*d to Eugenia, who had 
left all lier Furniture and a few Servants in it. He 
was put into the hands of the Chirurgeons belong- 
ing to the Court and City : Eugenia retired to hec 
Convent, but was forced the next Day to leave it, 
and return to her own Houfe, becaufe a new Order 
was iflucsd out, which prohibited all Convents of 
Nun& to receive any Seculars among them. Next 
Morjiing Don Diego died, and his Relations had 
Interell enough to hinder his procels being made aE- 
ter his Death ; but his Accomplices Tcaped not fo, 
for they were all punilh'd according to their I>e- 
lerts. In the mean time Eugenia was almofl di- 
flraSed to fee Don Garcias out of hopes of a Cure : 
She imploted the Affiilance of Heaven, and offered 
to give the Chirurgeons whatever they could de- 
mand 5 but their Art was exhaufted, and they had 
no Hopes but in Heaven, and the Youth of the lick 
Party. Eugenia v^ould not ftir froni his Bcd-llde, 
and, attended him Night and Day fo carefully, that 
iht was in clanger of bringing her fejf into the lame 
Condition," I mean, of wanting another to do the 
iame Offices for her ielf. She heard Jiira often pro- 
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nouncfe her Name in the delirious Fits of his Fe-^ 
ver^; and among a thoufand incoherent things whiclr 
hi»-<iiflurb'd Imagination made him to fay, ihe heard 
him often talfc of Love, and difcourfe like a Man 
that is a fighting or quarrelling : At laft Nature, 
aflifted by fo many Remedies, furmounted the Ob- 
flinacy of his Ulnefe ; his Fevej? abated, his Wounds 
bfegan to. clofe up, and the Chirurgeons affur'd Eu" - 
gKnia the^e was now no Danger, provided no unex- 
pected Accidents befel him; She gave them hand- - 
Jbaie Prefents for their Pains, and ordcr'd Prayers to 
be r put lip in all the Churches of VMadolid for her 
Champion's Recovery. Twas at this time Bort ' 
Gkrcias was informed by Eugenia^ that fhe was the ; 
Woman he had faved, and, that fhe came tabc in- - 
fbrm'd by him how he happen d to come fo feafona- - 
bly< to her Relief^ as Jie was returning home from a 
Friend's Houfe, . She could not forbear to let him^ 
know how many Obligations Ihe had to him i ancf 
he on his part could not conceal his.excefEve Joy for 
having fervid her fb opportunely, but yet durfl not 
prefume to acquaint her with a thing of greater Im- 
portance. One Day^ as fhe was alone with him, 
and'had conjur'd him not to let her be any bnger * 
ur^ratef^gl to him, but to make ufe of her upon 
(pme important Occafion, he thought it a propec 
time for. him to dilcover the real Sentiments of his 
Soul, He ligjh'd at the very thought of what he 
was going to do ^ he look*d pale, and the Diforder 
of his Mind was fo vifible in his Couatenance, that 
Eugenia was afraid fomething extraordinary ailU - 
him :. She afk'd him how his Wounds ftred ; Alas, 
Madam, anfwer'd he, my Wounds are far from be- 
ings my greatefl Misfortune. And what isthemat- - 
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ttx ? laid llie to him, very much affnghted. *Tis a 
Misfortune, replied he, that is without Remedy; 
TTis tn?e, aiifwer'd Eugenia^ you were unfortunate 
to be fo dangeroufly wounded for an unknown Per- 
Ion, who was not worth your expoling your Life for 
her 5 but ftill 'tis a Misfortune that can't laft always, 
for your Chirurgeons don't doubt but that you'll be 
tvell in a Kttle time. And this \is that \ complain 
of^ cries Don Garans; if I bad loft my Lite iii 
fcrving you, continues he, I had died glorioufly, 
whereas I muft drag on a wretched Life againft my 
Will, and live to be themoft unhappy Man in the 
World. With all the good Qualities you poflefs, I 
cannot believe you to Be fo unhaK>y as you cak, re- 
plies Eugenia, How, Madam 1 fiys he to her, 
don't you think that Man very unhappy, who knows 
your Value, T\dio efieems you more^han any one 
Bving, who loves you better than his Life, and 
with all this, who cannot pretend td merit you, 
tho' Fortune had been as favourable as fhe has hi- 
therto been averfe to him ? You mightily fiHfii^ze 
me, laid Ihe to him blufliing, but the great Obliga- 
tions I have to you, give you a Privifeze over me, 
which under my prefent Circumftances 1 fliould al- 
low in none but your ftlf ; Only think of getting 
tvell, continued Ihe, and reft affur^d your Misfor- 
tunes (ball nor trouble you long^ when it. is in Enger 
9iias Poivcr to put an end to them. 'She would not 
ftay for his Anliver, and by that means faved him. a 
world of Compliments ; which fell out luckily for 
him, becaufe he muft have ftrain d hard to make 
good ones, and that perhaps might have don* him 
harm in this prefent ' Weaknefs. She call'd to feme 
pf hex Servants, to bok after him, and wejjt out of 
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the Room jufl as the Chinirgeons came iii. SatiT- 
£t^on of Mind b a fovereigii Remedy to a (idc 
Body. Z)»« Garciai gachcr'd fuch Hopes of the 
happy SuGcefi of his Amour from Eugenia's Words, 
that fram the deep MelaiichoJy wherein he hid beeli 
plunged before, like a defpairing Lover, he now 
gave up himfclf to Joy, and this Joy contributed 
more to his Cure than all tlie Remedies the Cbirur- 
geotu could ufe. In a little time he was perfeflly cured, 
and out of meer good Manners quitted Eug^/iia's 
Houft, but not his Pcetenfions to her Heart. She 
had promis'd to love him ,' provided he did not make 
any publick Difcovery of it ; and, after all, perhaps 
fhe iov'd him as much as he could love her; but 
having lately lofl her Hufband, and been eugag'd 
in fome Adventures which rendred her the common 
Subjeft of Converfatlon in Court and City, Ihe 
thought it not advifeabie to expofe her fclf a&efli to 
the malicious Ceufures of the WorlJ, by a Mar- ■ 
riage fo uiifeafonable, a^iJ againft ihc Rules of De ■ 
cency. At iaii Dot Garcir.t overcamtialt thefe Dif- 
ficulties by iljs ^lerit and Couftaiicy : He was fo 
well made ip his Perloii, as to ma^e* any Rival 
whatever dcfjiair : He ivas a youn^e^ Brother of 
one of the heft Familif a of yfrrfigon ; and altho' he 
had not a^lualljf hgnaliz'd himRjIt iii'the Wars, as 
he had very gallantly, yet the long Services his Fa- 
ther had done rhe Cro^vii of Spam, might veiy 
well make him hc^ to find a Reward of as great 
Vrofit as Honour at Court. Eugima could not de- 
fend her felf againll fo many noble Qualities, not 
was fhe willing to be any longer in his Debt, after 
fhe had receiv'd lb many Obligations from him. In 
Ibort, ihe married him j both Court and City appro- 
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ved her Choice ; and, that ihe might not have any 
reafoii to repent it, not long after the Kuig oiSfaia 
beftow'd a Commaiidery of St. j^^go upon Dot Gar- 
das. And before that happen'd, it fo happen'd 
that our Kridegroom convinc'd Eugeaia, the firft 
Night of his bedding her, that he was another fort 
cf a Man than Dou Satcho, and ihe found in him 
what flje had not found in the Fortuguefe Andrada. 
They had abundance of Childcen, becaufe they rook 

'abundance of Pains to get 'em j- and the People of 
SfntH to this Day teli their Hiilory, which I have 

' given you here fgi a true oiie, as it was given me. 
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Generous Lover : 
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X^yMan of "Deeds ^ and not of Words. 
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^'Nder a King o£ Naples j whofe Name I 
cannot tell, however fuppofe it might be 
Alfhonfoj Leonard de St.' Se^ermy 
Prince of Tnrento^ vvas one of the grea- 
, teft Lords of Yiis Kingdom, and one (if 
die mbft 'cclAnifta Generals' of his Time. He 
dfed, arid ^'leff; the Principality of Tarenid to his 
Daughter Mithilda^ a youns Princefs about Seven- 
teen Years old, as beautiful as an Angel, and as "^ 
good tcmper'd as flie was beautiful.: She was fo ex- 
treamly good-condition'd, that thofe that did not 
know Ihe 'had an infinite deal of Wit,' would not 
hkv^ been apt to have calFd her having ajtiy in que- 
ftiori,, ^er Fathei:, long before his Death, had pro- 
iriis'd iiqr in 'Marriage xo Proffer ^ Prince of Sa-^ ' 

/^;7o; He was aPerfojl dt a naughty difigreeable 
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Temper, and the fiveet and gentle Mathilda, hy 
▼ertufi. o£ lier i>eing long accuftom'-d to Jbear.ivith 
Bim, was fo well preparato love and fear him, that 
never did Slave depend more upon the. imperious 
Will of his Mafter, than this young Princeft did 
»poii that of old pTofprer. I think a Man of the 
Age of Forty-five may very well be call'd Old,. 
•fpecially where he is mentioned with cne fo young, 
as Mathilda. Her Aife£lion to this fuperannuated 
l.over may be laid to have proceeded rather fionv 
C^ifiom thasi Inclination, aoid was^s finoert as ^is 
wa» intercfleA Not but that he wa? as fond of 
her too, as 'twas poffible for him to be ; and this 
was no more than what any Man would have been 
as well as he, for indeed ihe was all over amiable ^ 
but 'twas not in the Nature of the Beaft (I h^g hb 
P^don for this Expreffion, but 'tis out) 'to love 
very much, ai:d Ke rather efleem'd a Miflrefs for 
her dirty Acres and iuirj^hteous Mammon, ^an-fer 
her Merit and Beauty. The Truth is, be madfe 
Love but awkwardly; however wa$,£> hap|f, or, tO 
cxprefs my felTmore properly, Ihe was lb ^fe.to be . 
pleased, that altho' he did not pay her half the Re- 
ipeft and Complaifancc which owe inigjil; expCiSi:: 
from a geaerou$ Lover, yet for ajl that he was ab-^. 
folute Mafter of her Heart, and had brought hier to, 
iuch a pafs as to fubmit to all his ili Conditions i. 
He found fault widi aU her Actions, and plagued 
her incef&ntly with thofe mufly Advices that old 
Men, in tlieir great Wifdom, fo often inculcate to- 
the young, .and which they fo little care for.. la* 
Ihort, he would have beeji a greater Thorn in her^ 
Side than a peevifh, malicious Coverna^i^ if he 
could but have found any Faults in her (Jondud.* 
It is true, when he was in goodHumour, he would 
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tell her Stories of the old Court, pky on his Gui- 
tarre, and dance a Sanpsdbalic) before her. I have 
already told you his Age'; but, to go on with Ins 
Charader : He was /pruce in his Peifon and Clothes^ 
curious in his Perriwigs,- an infallible lign that his 
Hair was noiie of tbcbeft; took mi^^y Care of 
his Teeth, tho* Time began to j^ay Tricks with 
them ; valued himfelf upon his i4lly"-white Hands, 
and fufFer'd the Nail of his little Finger to grow 
to a prodigious fength, by the fame Token he 
thought it one of the prettJieft Sights in the World. 
He was nice to Admiration in his Feathers and 
Ribbons, punfluaUy twifted up his Moftacho s eve- 
ry Night ; was always perfuoj'd, and ever carried 
fome tit Bit in his Pocket to eat, and * feme Ver- 
fes to read. As for himfeJf, he was an execrable 
Verfifycr, a wailking Magaaone, of all- the new 
Songs, play'dupoh liioftlnftxuments,, performed his- 
Exercifes with a, G^ce, but his chief Talent was 
Dancing. He'loy'd the Wits that aflc'd him no- 
thing, had performed fome A£lions in his time that 
were brave, and fome that were otherwife, aiidy 
as one ipight 6y, h§id two Buzzards for one Hawk, • 
oj, if you.pl^ale, two 31^"k5 to one Benefit. In- 
ffiort, I may prog^rly apply to km a burlefque Song - 
of my ovua pi?iing, the latter part of which U al- 
m>& worn into a. Proverb. 
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HERElinnfineWight^ \ 
. J^/3f coudjtng you at fight y ' 
And dance like a Sprit e^ 
Could Viirfes indite y ' . 
' And hravely ^bcite. !.;,;, 
Whafs more^ hs cQuld fight • . 
C If'voear hy this Li^ht) 
Liu a Fury y or Knight. .','"> 

He knew what was what. 
Could gallop or trot. 
And tofs off his Pot^ ^ ^ 

And /wear at the Shot. ' \ 
Yet .fJoitb^all he hads^t^ . , " 
It was the hard Lot . ' ; . \* , 
,C)f4hisBoaJier^ God woty 
To he a damned SoU 



With all thefe fine Qiialitks, ®ne of the loveli'eft 
Prlnccfles in the World was defperately in Love 
with hini- : 'Tis true indeed, fhe* was but feventeen 
Years old, bat onr-Noblc Prince of S/r7^^^6''^did not 
fland much upon that. There is na doubt' but the 
Prince^ Mathilda^ heing fo rich and beautiful as 
Ihe was, would have had a hundred Gallants more, 
if it had not been univerlkUy believed in Naples^ 
that her Marriage with Profper was as good as con- 
cluded in her Father's time ; or if that rrince*s Qua- 
lity had' iiot difcoiragd other Pretenders, who ftho' 
hey wiated his Tide) w^re Mm of Fortune and 
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-Birth good enough to • be his Rivals. Thus the 

!;reateft part of thefe Lovers, either governed by a 
Mnciple -of Fear or Difcretion^ were content to 
•figh for her in private, withotit daring to (peak : 
Hippoliio was the only Man that had the Courage 
to own himfelf in publick the Rival of Proffer^ 
•and the refpe6li?e Lover b£ Mathilda. He was 
iefcendedfroni one of the bed Families in S^aivy 
and came in a direct Line from the great \^«/j Lo^ 
fez. dAvolos^ ConftabJe of Caftile, who was fo re- 
markable an Infiance of theLiconftancy of Fortune; 
fince from the licheft and moft powerful Grandee of 
his own Country,, he was turned out of it poor and 
miferable, forced to borrow of his Friends, and flfec 
to the King of Artagon^ who took him into" his 
ProteSion, and gave him a Fortune fiiffident^at 
Naples to. fupport him fuitable to his Quality. This 
Hippolito was one of the moft accomplilh'd Cava- 
liers of his time 5 his V^our had gained him Re- 
putation in feveral parts of Europe^ and all the 
World own d him to be a Man of the niccft Ho- 
nour. As I have already told you, he was an hum- 
ble Admirer oi Mathilda^ and tho* he could never' 
hope to fuccced,.fo long as Ihe Ibv-d Profper^ ^et 
he refolv d to love her on to the end of the Chap- 
ter. . He was liberal even to Prodigality, whereas 
bis Rival was thrifty even to Avarice. ^ He omitted 
not the leaft Opportunity toihew his Magnificence; 
to Mathifday and aldio* Jie carried it as far as his 
Fortune would give him leave, yet flie feldom (atv 
it; for her Tyrant Profper hindred her from giving 
any Countenance to thefe Gallantries of Love, let ' 
them come firoraL what Quarter of theWorki they 
would- Our obftitiate Lover frequency ran at the 
Ring before his Miftrefi^s Window, oftea gave her 
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Serenade, and diverted ter with Tileg andToumA- 
meots* The Cypher and Colours of Mathilda 
ivere to b^ feenin all his Liveries : The Praifes dl 
Hiathilda rung. through sdl Italy y in the Verfes he 
composed, ancTin the Airs and Songs he caofed to 
be made ; h\A fte was no more naov'd with all this, 
than if ihe had known nothir^ of the matter : 
Kay, ty the exprefs Order of the Prince <£' Salens 
hoj. Ihe mufl go out of Naflt^s whenever there was 
to be any Riamiingat the Ring, Dajieing, or any 
Gallantries of the like nature, which the amorous 
ff iff elite provided for her. T® make Ihort of my 
Story, Ihe afFcft^d to difoblige him. upon' all Ooca- 
fions, with a Cruelty that fceiri'd to be a Violence 
upon hfr N*ture,:and made tUthe World to ex- 
cmm againfi her* This did not in thp leaft dif^ 
courage HiffolitOy and the ill Treatment of Aio" 
ibtlda qncreas'd hi^ Love, inftead of leflfening id 
He did more than this ; he ihew'd that Relpe£l to 
Frojfer which he did not owe him ; and, to pleafe 
Mathilda^ paid him the fame Deference which is 
uliially fhewn to Perfons of fuperiour Quality, altho* 
there was no other diflferencc between the Prihce of 
^lerno and him, than in their Efiates. In ihort, 
be rerpe£led his Mifhre^s in his Rival, and pediaps 
forbore to hate him, becauic he was beloVd by Ma- 
ihilda. But Proffer was not (b compkifiint; he 
hated Hiffolito mentally, made a hundred &urvy 
Jefts upon him, nay, would never have fcruplcd to 
tell Lies of him, if he thought any one would have 
believ'd them. But Hiffolito was the Delight of 
Naflesy and his Reputation was fa well eilabliih'd 
tliere, that akho' he had adually deviated £rom his 
Chara£ler, he could hardly have defiroy'd it» Thus 
Proffer was the happy M^p^ aad.fioodpofii^'d of 
■ ' Ma* 
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Ma!thitdd% Affedion, though )^Sl 4i(l ^notUng to de^ 
ferve it. That beautiful Princ^fs did not think lh« 
iavvhim often enough, tho' Ihe faw him every Day, 
when FcMtune all on the fudden threw her from the 
heighth of Happine^ into the extremity of Mifeiy» 
She had a Coufin-Gewnan by her Father's fide, who 
might have paft'd for a Man of Merit, had he been 
^Perfon of lefi Ambition and Avarice: He biid 
been bred up with the King,* was of the fame Age, 
and had infinuated himfelf fo far into his "good 
Graces, that he was the (ble Manager of aff his 
|-*leafurcs and Spoits^ and the Difpenler </l all lri$ 
FavoursL This ^ow de Si. SevartH (for fo h^ 
was caird) was p(&£'d with a Faiiqf, that the 
Principality of Ta^ento belonged to him, and that ^ 
Daughter couM not legally inherit it, to the Preju*- 
dice of the male Line : He fpoke to the King about 
it, who encourag d him to claim bis Rigbt^ aiij 
promsTd to ftq^^ htm by bU Authoocy^ Th^ 
Ai&ir was kept fecret ; ^Roger made hin^felf Mafler 
c£ TarefztBj and had placed a good Gartifon there, 
Jsefore Mathilda had the leaft Miftruft of. it : Qui: 
poor Princefe, who had never been in any Ttoublei^ 
before,* was as it were Thunder^fttuck with thia 
News. No one: hxsuHipfoliio declared in her Fa- 
vour, who foornd to truckje tti the.Kwigs Favou-» 
rite ^ and iV^/^iTj who was more obligd to h^c 
than any- Man living, did even le(» for her in this 
Cafe than any Man, whereas HiPpoiito not only 
difcharg'd his Duty, but was carried by his Zeal be- 
yond it : He waited on her to offer her his Service; 
btiflhedtirftwx accept it, for Bear of difobli^ing* 
b^ Ptiftce* 6f ShUrno^ wk), fince her Misfortune, 
did not vifir her fo often as he had ufcd to do ivhen 

Ihe was peaceabfc Miftrefs of Tareato* in this mean, 

time 
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time lf///>()7/f(> talked boldly of the Injiiflice was 
done her, and Xtnt a Challenge to Roger: for which 
he had Guards placed upon him, and was comman- 
ded to defift ; but, as he was generally belov'd by 
all People, he might eafily have raised a Party in 
Nafles flrong enough to have made the Favourite 
doubt the Succefs of his ill Defigns. He made fe- 
Vcral Attempts w^onTarento^ all which mifcarriedj 
by reafon of the great 6^are ^pger had taken to pre- 
vent all Accidents of that nature : At laft the Breach 
between the two Pretenders growing wider every 
Day, arid moft-oP the ItnUan Princes intereAing 
themfelves one way or t other, the Pope imploy'd 
his Mediatioh to procure a Peace, made them lay 
down their Arms, and prevailM with the King of 
N&phs to r^fcr the de^ifion of the Difpute between 
his Favourite and Maihikld to Judges of known Ir-^ 
tegrity. The Reader may eafily guds what an ex* 
traordiniry Expcnce Hippolito :had been' aty being 
Heaci of the'Partyy and ft liberal in his Temper : 
He may likewife eafily imagine, that Mathilda^ as 
much' a PriiKefs as ftie* was, was in a fhort time' re* 
duced to very prdfing Neceffities. Jigger had pol* 
fefs'dhimlelf of her .Lands; he had periiiaded the 
King ifie kept privateJatelHgence witbhis Enemies ; 
her Rents were no longer paid, and no one durft 
lend Money to the Woman whom the Favourite 
had a mind to ruin. Fro/per abandoned her at laft, 
but flie ftill Wd him fo violently, that fbe lefs re- 
lented his Ingratitude than Foreetfulhefs, HippQ'^ 
lito woiild not offer her. Money, becaufe he kii^v^ Ibe 
wouM refufe it, but went a mors: gene|:QU$ way.tQ 
work ; he fent her fome by one of ms 'Frieajs^'whQ 
took the Honour of it upon himfelf,. aild without 
tellkig her it came from HiffoUio^ objig'd' thac 

Prin- 
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Princefs by Oath never to fpeak of it, left his Kind- 
nefs might draw upon him the Indignation of the 
Favourite. In the mean time the Prccefs came on, 
and Sentence was given in favour of Maihtldn. 
The King was difpleas'd at it, Rcg.'r was enrag'd, 
the Court was aflonilh'd, every one was vex'd ot 
rejoiced, according to his own IncKnation or Inte- 
jreft, but yet the generality of People admir'd and 
prais'd the Probity of the Judges. Mathilda^ who 
to her Gloiy had obtained (b important a Procefs, 
lent a Gentleman to Profper^ iii a Tranfport that 
can hardly be imaging, to acquaint him with the 
happy Succefs of her Afiair : Proffer rejoic'd ex- 
ceedingly at the News, and to teftine his Satisfa6lion 
to this Gentleman, hugg'd and embraced him after 
a firange rate, and moreover promised to ferve hini 
whenever an Opportujiity Ihoiild offer, HipPolito 
knew il<5thing of the matter till after his Rival, yet 
he beftow'd a Diamond Ring of great Value upon 
thePerfon that brouglit him the News : He feafted 
all the Court, piepar'd Lifts before Mathildas Win- 
dow, and for eight Days together ran at the Ring 
againft all Oppolcrs. Gallantries of this nature ge-^ 
nerally makfe a great deal of Noife, Several Prin- 
ces of Italy, and moft of Mathilda's Relations and 
Friends, were there prefent, and fignaliz'd them- 
felves 5' nay, the King himfelf, who paflionately ad- 
mir'd this fort of Exercife, was pleas'd to honour it 
with his R oyal Prefejice. jRogi^r had Intereft enough 
with his Mafter to h^ve hinder'd him, but by a 
cunning fetch of Politicks he had reconcird him- 
felf to Mathilda, and declared to ail the World, 
that unlefs he had really thought Tarento had be- 
long'd to him, he would never have attempted ta 
make himfelf Mafter of ic. The King was mighti-* 
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ly pleas- d with his fo readily fubmitting t6 the Sen- 
tence of the Judges, and, that he might recoippenfe 
him for the lols oi his Tryal, and his Pretenfions 
"upon Tarenio^ ^ave him one of the moft important 
Governments of the Kingdom, belides the Places he 
had before. Hippolito performed Wonders at run- 
ning at the Ring, and carried away the fole Honour 
of it. Proffer had a mind to difpute it with him, 
lb all beplumed and befeather^d, that any one would 
have taken him for an American PriiKejbuthe 
was thrown the very firft Courfe, either thro' his 
own Fault, or that oS his Horfe, and was fufEcient- 
ly bcuis'd to boot, or at leaft pretended to be fp : 
He was carried to Mathilda*^ Houfe, who out of 
Vexation quitted her Balcony, and curs'd.the amo- 
rous HipPolitQ a hundred times for his pains. He 
pame to near of it, and was ig^ c(Hiceni*d that he 
broke up the Aflembly, and retired iiT the greateft 
Deipair, to a fine Houfe he had within a League of 
Naples* In the mean time Proffer was fo enrag'd 
at his FaU, that he tr^ted MatbUda after a moft ter- 
rible manner, telling her Ihe was the O^^fe of hisDif 
frace, and reproach' d her with being in Love with 
lipfolito. Mathilda, always gentle, always hum- 
ble, and always blindly fond of her haughty Tyrant, 
begg'd his Pardon, and, in Ibort, was as Chicken- 
hearted as he was brutal. Hipp0lito had a SiAei 
that was bred up with the Queen of Spain, and was 
lately returned to Naples^ for Reafons I don't know, 
but which would (ignifie nothing to our Hiftory if I 
did 9 befides, ihe was beautifvil to a Mifacle^ suid waa 
aLady<)f fo extraordinary M^rit, that render"d her 
deferving of the Vows of the beft Men in theKuig- 
4pm. At her return from Spain, Ihe found her 
Brother's Afiair^ in fo low a condit;iQn. th4t when 

he 
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he fet up the running at the Ring, &c would not 
appear at Court, becaufe flie wanted an £quip2^e 
fuitable for a Perfon of her Quality, yet always Kept 
at her Brother's Houfe, which was all was left him 
ct his Efiate, for he had already parted with his 
Lands. She came incognito to ktshs, running at 
tfhe Ring, and obferving her Brother to break up the 
Aflembly, and leave Naples fo abruptly, followed 
him home, and found him in the moft lamentable 
Condition that could be ; He had broke his Lan- 
ces, tore his Feaihers and Hair, mangled his 
Clothes and Face, and, in fliort, was in fach a Di- 
ftraaion,'that (he would have delpair'd of ever fee- 
ing him come to his Senfes again, had ihe not 
known very well that a Smile, nay, an indifferent 
Look ftom Matbildaj would have made hitii t6 for- 
get a thouland ill Treatments. She did all that lay- 
in her power to bring him to good Humour, gave, 
way to his Paffion inflead of combating it, raU'd at 
Mathilda when he ftorm'd ^gainft her j ^id laid all 
the good things (he could think of her, when after 
all his Tranfports the Scene was chang'd, and fhc 
found him the raoft amorous Lover that ever was ; 
But the furly Proffer had not the lame Complai- 
fance for Mathilda j his Fall ftill broifd in his Sto- 
mach, and he daily laid it to her charge, tho' flie 
was by no means acceflary to it. One Day, when 
after having thank'd her Judges, Ihe went to wait 
upon the King, to thank him likewife, altho' he 
had been agaiiS her ; but at Court 'tis a Point of 
Indifcretion to Ipeak one's real Thot^hts, or receive* 
a Denial otherwife than with fawning and cringing : 
One Day therefore, when Ihe was in the Kuig's 
Antichamber, Ihc law the pbfequious Projfer come 
in : Ever lince his Fall be had never made her a 

Vifit, 
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Vifit,,but to fcold and quarrel with her forfuffering 
>ohio to run at the Ring under her Window, 
ling could be more unjuft than Proffer* s Com- 
plaints ; it was' not in Mathilda ^ Power to hinder a 
publick Divcrfion, even tho' it had* not been de- 
fign'd for her fake, fince her Palace took up one fide 
of the great Square ; and altho* it had been in her 
Power, yet ought flic not to have done it, unlefs flie 
had refblvM to be thought a Woman of neither 
Manners nor Gratitude. Proffer was the only Man 
who, by hisfalfe way of teafoning, fancied Ihe had 
doiic him an irreparable Injury , and his Anger fbur'd 
him to that degree, that he went no more to vifit 
her, as if he had broke with her for good and all. 
The poor Princefe was ready to run diftra£led abour 
it, and no Iboner faw this Tyrant of Hearts, who 
was juft going into the Kings Chamber," but ihe 
threw her felt in his way, and ftopt him : He en- 
deavour'd to avoid her, and prefs'd forward ; flie 
^ caught him by the Arm, .^nd caftihg a Look at him 
thlt was enough to have charm'd any one but this 
haughty Brute, afked him what flie had done, that 
he mould fliun her thus. What have you not done, 
replied this Prince arrogantly, and how can you ever 
tetrieve the Reputation you have loft by fuffering 
the Gallantries of pippolito / I cannot hinder 
fhem, nor prevent his loving me, znfwcts Mathilda^ 
but 'tis in my Power not to approve either .his Love 
or GaUantry ; and I think, continues Ihe, I iuffi- 
ciently teftified my Diflike of tliem, when I^ ivent 
from my Balcony before the Shew was oven You 
Ihould not have appeared there at all, replies .fro- 
ffer ; and the reafon why you went away at laft, 
\vas only beqaufe you' fiw all th^ Company pointed 
at yqu for being there : But your Lpve for/S/fo- 
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lito h^s made you to.loie all your Rea{bn^ and his 
Gallantries have quite effaced the Services I ^jn ca- 
pabje of doii>g' you. Mathilda w^ vex'dto the 
Heart ^o hjt2s this, and was going to anjtwer, but he 
would not give her leave ; beildes^ the Anger that 
appear*d in his Countenance made the Pripcefs (b 
afraid of him, that ihe was perfectly fpeechlefs. 
When you were no more Miftrefi of TarentOy laid 
he to her, and the K|ng order'd you to be.appre-i 
hepded, I had a ^nind tofee how far y,6ur Indifcre-? 
Uon and mean Spirit would carry yqu, and v^^ 
ther Adverfity yf6\M cure, yotp" , Fauts : For this 
tl)is reafoi> I made no Feafts, like ^our GaHant, nay, 
I preteiidc^ ! to be no longer in .your Interefis, la 
thp mean time Hippdito made a mighty buflle, and 
did you little Service, and your. Affeirs for a^ long 
tinie feem*d to be- in - a defperate condition; then 
.yop<:ouldconde/ceii4,to_raakcfom^ Advances to- 
wardarme, in order to tring^me.back toyou again| 
but this was oidy a Copy of ^our Countenance, 
finqe jou flil^ pifeferv'd ypur pippoHto, Your Poli- 
Uckf,:I cojifefs, . were not amils; you drained this 
poor defpicable Gailant while he had a drop to part 
with, flattcjriiig your felf, that after you had ex* 
(bauiled hirn to all Integts and Purppfes, you |hould 
.do /nie van- ^fraordinary Favour to take me in his 
fQOftfi ; a^d.you made account, ^hat altho' youfhould 
Jbfe Tar^ntQ^ at ^ your Tryal, yf t your Beauty would 
.nif^kej^^ Prupcefi, pi S^i?r«o wljencyer you pleased, 
•But noifoQoer» did a,, fevourable Decree revive your 
Hopes, jhan you "chang'd your Maxim of State for 
•your Maxim of Love : You thought a young ruin'd 
^Prpdigal .v(opl4 b,etter,fit ,your ;t;ui;n'than. me, and 
^coiifiderM, t^atif you married tneTrince of Sakrr 
inx>y .yoH:mMft e|[piea,t9 live witji a Ma^r, authoriz d 
iiAiyrj " ' " by 
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by Cuftom and the Laws, whereas you would find in 
HifPolito a fupple Slave, that would make it aB 
his Dufinefs to pleafe you. Imprudent Princefi! 
conrinucd he, durft fuch a poor needy Wretch 3s 
tiippolito pretend to make Love to a Won>an of 
your Quality,' uiilefs you gave him Encouragement ? 
and. Can any one believe, that for bare Hopes on- 
ly, he would have put himfelf to fuch an Expence, 
that he is utterly beggar'd by it, and (b fooliithly 
too, that He enrich'd, with one fiigle Prefent, the 
Man that came from you, to' bring him the News 
that you had gained your Caufe ? Yet after all thcfe 
Teflimonies I have of your Indifcretion and Infide- 
lity, you are vain eridugh to believe I love you ne- 
ver the worfe for them. Be happy if you can with 
your HifpolHoj but delude your felf no longer that 
I will be unhappy with Mathilda. He would have 
left her after^ he had fpoke.' thcfe Words, but the 
Princefs ftill kept her hold, and once in her Life had 
the Courage t® contradift him. Ungrateful Prince ! 
(aid Ihe to him, one of the' greateft Proofe I can 
give thee that I yet lovethee, is not to teite thee, 
after thou haft laid fo many difobKging things to me; 
they rather make againft thee than me, and I cannot 
imploy 'them better to thy Confufion and my own 
Adv^tage, than by confeffing they are tdue. Yes, 
continued Ihe, Hipfolrto has lov'd me : tiiffoUtOy 
to ferve me, neither fear'd the Hatred erf" a Favou- 
rite^ nor the Indignation ofa King 5 here(pcQ»me, 
he does every thing to pleafe me,; he would have 
prote^ed me when I was abandori'd by all the World, 
nay, he has done more, for he has ruin d himfelf for 
my ftlke : What didft thou ever do like this ? Thou 
wilt tell me perhaps thou loveft me; howl love me, 
and not fticw common* CiyiHty to me 1 thou, vrtio 

ooght'ft 
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ought'ft to have fliewn it to my Sex, altho* it were 
not due to my Quality. And yet wha^ ilI-condi» 
tion'd Mafler ever treated Slave more unworthily 
than thou haft done me, and who would have thus 
tramprd on a Perfon diat loves thee fo well as I 
do ? NOj no, Prince, thou haft no Reafon to com- 
plain, and art obliged to me that I don't. But I 
will go farther than this : I will own, if thou wilt 
have me, Crimes I never committed. I will ne- 
ver fee Hippolito more, nay will be ungrateful to 
him, that thou niay*ft not be fo to. me. I fine, to 
regain thy Heart, there is nothing fo difficult but 
I will put it in Execution. And there is nothing 
impollible to thofe bright Eyes, fays the Prince to 
her, adjufting his Perriwig, They have already 
dilarm*d me of my Anger, and provided they at 
ways keep their favourable' Glances, the too hap- 
py Proffer will never adore any other than the beau- 
tiful Mathilda. 

The amorous Princefs thought herfelf over-paid 
with thefe few^ Compliments of her old Gallant^ 
In a lefs publicfc place perhaps flie would have 
thrown herfelf at his Feet, to thank him for this 
mighty Condefcenfion, but neither Time nor Plac« 
would give her leave to ai^fwer here. The King 
came out of his Chamber : She begg'd Proffer ta 
ft^d by while flie Ipoke to him, but he flirinking 
away told her. It was not convenient ior them to 
be Ittn together, for fome Reafons he could tell 
her. She perceiv'd well enough, he was afraid of 
making his Court ill, but flie was fo near the King, 
that ihe had not time to reproach Proffer^ with 
being a better Courtier than a Lover. She pro» 
fented herfelf to the King, paid her Relpefts to him, 
and made her Compliment of Thanks. The King 

K r^ 
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> recciv'd her very coldly, and his Anfwer was lb 
: ambiguous, that it might as well be interpreted to 
h^r Dii&dvantage as otherwife. But the fweet things 
Proffer had faid to her, gave her uicli Satisfadli- 
on, that his lafl; Ingratitude, in refufing to intxo- 
duce her to the. King» made no Impreffion upon 
her, no more tlmn the iD Reception bis Majefiy 
had given her, fo much tranfported was Ihe to be 
reconciled to her imperious Lover. That Day Ihc 
«vas vifited by all the Ladies of Quality in Naples^ 
who agreed to go a hunting next Morning a Horle- 
back, in a Campaign Drefs, and Caps fee off .with 
Feathers. The greateft Gallants at Court were 
there, fo we may eafily imagine, the Prince of Sa^ 
lernoy who was Gallantry it felf, made one of the 
Company. This was not all ; he refolv'd to make 
the Princefi a Prefent, which he had never done 
before. He fent her a moil pai&oiiate Letter, ac- 
company'd with a fine Cap; but to tell Truth, he 
himfelf had forted and ordered the Feathers^ by the 
fame Token there was not one New among diem. 
As I take it, I have already oblerv'd, he had an 
admirable Fancy in Feathers. This was the only 
Vanity on which he would lay out his Money, tho' 
to do him Juflice, he hufbanded his Plumes to a 
.Miracle, for he would often diveiiify, and tranffiant 
them from one Cap to another, and let them be 
never to old, knew how to make them appear frefli 
and gay upon Occalion, as well a,s if he had ferv'd 
leven Years Apprenticeihip to die Trade, I am 
willing to believe he fat up the beft part of the 
flight to put this Cap in order, that nothing might be 
wanting to fo magnificent a Prefent. The Princefs 
jreoeiv*a it as if it had been lent her from Heaven, 
:gave him a hundsed more Thanks than it deferv'd, 

and 
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and promis'd in a Letter fhe fent in Anfwerto his, 
that Ihe would honour herlelf with this mirjiculous 
Op as long as flie liv'd. I will not tell you what 
Sport fhey had in the Chafe, becaufe the Particu- 
lars never came to ray Knowledge. But we may 
realbnably fuppofe, fome of their Horfes founder a, 
that the Cavaliers were fo well-bred as to wait up- 
on the Ladies, that Prof per difplay'd all his Gal- 
lantry, and that he engrofs'd the whole Difcourfe 
to himfelf, being the greateft Talker of his Age. 
Our Ladies were fo well pleased with the Sport, 
that they refolv'd to take their Pleafure the next 
Diy ; and in order to change their Diverfion, de- 
fign'd to go by Sea to Pozzuolo, where the Prin- 
cefs Mathilda promised to give them a Collation 
and MuCck. They no lefi Ipruc'd themfelves up 
for this Voyage, than they dad done the Day be- 
fore for Hunting. The feoats they went in were 
finely adorn'd, cover*d with rich Tapeftry, whether 
of Turky or Chha^ I won t be pofitive, and the 
meaneft Culhions were of Silk or Velvet. Prof per 
would needs go thither by Land, and had none'^ 
but his dear lelf to accompany him, either to lave 
Money, or becaufe he was Melancholy, for fome 
Folks are fb out of Pride. He was mounted up- . 
on his fineft Horfe, had dreis*d himfelf in his rich- 
eft Campaign Suit, and loaded his Head with the 
Spoils of many an Oftridge. Hippolito^s Houfe lay 
on the Road to Pozzuolo^ near the Sea, and the 
Prince of Salerno muft of neceffity ride juft by it. 
He no fooner faw it, but a noble Thought came 
into his Head. He knew HipfoUto was at home, 
and therefore alighted from his Horfe to have a 
little Converfition with him. Hippotito receiv'd 
him withall the RcfpeS and Civility due to his Qua- 
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. lity, altho* the other had not the Manners to re- 
turn ir. Proffer made him a very rude Compli- 

, ment upoh his prefuming to be in Love with a 
Princefs, who was to be his Wife. HipfoUto 
bore his Impertinence for a long while, and an- 
ftver*d him with all the Sweetnefs imaginable, that 
he ought not to be offended at his Gallantry, which 
a Love without hopes put; him upon, Bnt at laft 

,,Profper''s Infolejice forced him to change his Lan- 
guage, and he had already call'd for his Horfe to go 
out 'and fight him, when Word was brought, that 
the Sea was very tempeftuous, and that the Boats 
wherein the Ladies were, which they could behold 
fi;om the Shore, were in danger of being dalh'd 
againft the Rocks. Hippolito did not doubt but 
thefe Ladies were Mathilda and her Company, he 
perfuaded Proffer to run to the Relief of their com* 
mon Miflrefs, but he excused Kimlelf upon his not 
being able to fwim, and that he was not yet re- 
covered of the Bruife he had received when he ran 
at the Ring. The generous HippoIitOj detefling 
in his Soul the Ingratitude of his Rival, ran or 
rather flew to the Sea-fliore. His Servants followed, 

' threw themfelves into the Sea after his Example, 
and by the AflSftance of fome Filher-raen, who 
happened by goed luck to be at that-? time upon 
the Coaft, they made a Ihift to fave Mathilda*%lJ&y 
and the Ladies in her Company. Their Boats were 
overturn'd within a hundred Yards of the Shore j 
and Naples had bewail'd the lofi of all its Beau- 
ties at once, had it not been for this feafonable 
Relief. HipfoUto was fo happy, that Mathilda 
ow'd her Life to him. His Love made him loon 
to diftinguifli her from the other Ladies, whom th^ 
Wav6s were going to .da& againft )^c Rocks that 

* ' bound- 



The Generous Lover. 197 

bounded the Shore. While the Fifliermen and hi» 
Servants help'd the firft Perfons they found, he caught 
hold of the Princefs juft as fhe rofe above Wa- 
ter, aiKl holding her with one Hand, while he 
fwjm with the other towards the Shore, he hap- 
pily gain'djit without anyone to help him. Mathilda ' 
tbuiid herfelf much more ill upon her Shipwreck, 
than the reft of the Ladies that were fav'd with ' 
her. After they had vomited their Salt-water, chang'd 
theirClothcs and lecover'd from their Fright, they 
were well enough that very Day to take Coach for ' 
Naplts. As for the Princefe of Tarento^ it was a 
long while before they could bring her to herfelf. 
Even then Aey much doubted her Life, and Hip' 
folHo and his Sifter Irene took aU the care of her 
that was poflible. He fent to Naples for the ableft 
Phyficians, befides him that belonged to the Prin- 
cefs, and quitted 4iis Houfe indrely to her, and fome . 
of * her Domefticks that came to wait on her. He 
and his Servants • made fliift to lodge at a little 
Farm not far from his own Houfe, whence he fent 
every Moment to enquire how the Princefs did, 
when he could not co thither himfelf. As for 
Frofper yWho was very well pleased v(ith the roughCom- - - 
pliraent he had pafs'd upon Hippolito, he left ^4- 
thilJa and the reft of the Ladies to Ihift for them- 
felves as well as they could, without troubling his 
Head what became of them ; thinking perhaps, that 
♦fince he was none of the fitteft to help them, ~ 
he ought not to pollute his Eyes with fo fad a 
Spe<ftacle, and fo joge'd on gently towards Naples^ , 
expecting the doubtftd Event of the Shipwreck to 
rejoyce at, or othervjfife, according as it'would have 
made him happy or unhappy. In th^ mean time * 
Mathilda^ affifted by her youth, and the Reme- • 
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dies that were giv«n her, rccovcr'd both her Health 
and Beauty at once, and was extreamly iatisfled with 
the great Care of Hifpolito and his Siflcr, who dcx- 
troully infinuated to her, with what Indifference 
Frofper had beheld the Peril Ihe was in. Mathilda 
did not difccver the leaft Token of Refcntment in 
her Fgce or Difcourfe; whether it were becaufe her 
Love had mafler'd it, or becaufe flie diffembled her 
ill Uiage, I cannot tcB. The Night before (he de- 
fign'd to leave Hipfolito's Houfe to return to i\^* 
flfs^ Ihe could not fleep, and therefi>re called for a 
Book and a Candle, to divert her ; Her WoiHen 
were goue out of her Chamber to deep, or do fixne* 
thing elfe, when ihe fkw Proffer come into the 
Room : We may eafily gueis what a Surprize ihe 
was in, to fee him at fo unfeaibnable an Hour, and 
how much ihe look'd upon her ielf affronted by lb 
dilrelpeflful a Vifit : She fpohe to him of it with 
feme warmth ; Proffer was warmer than ihe, and, 
as if this Princefs had thrown her felf into this dan- 
ger of loiing her Life, on purpofe to ffftfjippolito 
the Glory of iaving it, reproach*d her with her Ship- 
wreck, as a Blemim on her Honour, and tax^ her 
widi Infidelity, by reafon ihe was in the Houfe of 
one that was in love with her, lodg'd in his Cham- 
ber, and lay in his Bed. Maibilda would not coq- 
defcend to ihew him how unjuft his Reproaches 
were, but retorted on him for not having endea- 
vour's to iave her ^ and in a cutting way of Raille- 
ry, complain d of him for not being able to fwim, as 
alio for not being fully recovered, of his late dange- 
rous FalL Pro/per reddened with Anger and Con- 
fufion, treated her with opprobrious Language, and 
told her, he would never fee her more, iince Roger 
the King's Tavourite offered him his Sifter, and 

with 
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with hcT all the Advantages he might expeS from 
the Alliance of a Peribn in his Port. Mathilda - 
could not hold out againft fo terrible a Menace, her 
Blood curdled within her, and her Love foon con- 
quered her Indignation : She had begun to exert her ^ 
felf a little, but all on the fudden became a Suppli- 
ant, He relented too on his fide, when he law her 
humbled as much as he thought convenient, and ac- 
cordiiTg to his Cuftom cajoled her, and faid the 
feme loft things he ought to have done, if in all 
the Love-Quarrels he had had with her, he had ne— ~ 
ver trefpafi'dngainft the Refpe£l and Tendernefs he 
ow'd her. He made new Proteftations of Love to 
her, and ftraining hard to furprize her by (bme top- 
ping Compliments, made very impertinent ones 5 for 
he wilh'd her all forts of Adverfities, to the end he 
might have an Opportunity forlboth of convincing 
her how much he was her humble Servant. For 
God's fake, Madam, laid he to her in a paffionate ^ 
Tone, why are you not out of Favour at Court > 
Oh that you were ftill perfecuted by Roger! that 
you might fee with what Zeal and Ardour I would 
Ibllicite the King for you! with what Vigour I ^ 
would efpoufe your Caule againft your Enemies, , 
and whether I Ihould be afraid to venture my Per- 
' Ion, and all I were worth in the World, to re-inftate 
you in what was ufurp'd upon you. Come, come, , 
lays the Princefs, there's no heceffity 1 Ihould be 
more unfortunate than I am, to give you the Oppor- 
tunity of ihewing your Generofity 5 and 1 would 
not willingly put your Love to fo dangerous a Tryal. 
They were eneag'd in this Difcourfe, when a Noife 
. of confiis'd ana dreadful Voices that cry'd out Fire^ 
made them to run to the Windows, where they faw 
all the lower^part of the Hbufe vomiting Fire and 
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Smoke, and that at the fame time the Flames be- 
ginning to enter the Chamber by the Staircafe, took 
from them all hopes of faving themfelves that way, 
as /^^q/*pirr .was preparing to do. The Princcfs, all 
in a t rii^ht, conjur'd him not to abandon her in fo 
great a Danger, and proposed to make ufe of the 
Sheets and Hangings to get out of the Window. 
The Prince, as much affrighted as Jhe, told her, they 
could not have Time to do it ; and meafuring with 
his Eyes the height of the Windows, and confider- 
ing which would be the beft way to leap into the 
Court, told Mathilda very plainly , that upon thefe 
Occafions every one ought to Ihifi for himfelf. 
But thou fhalt not go without me,faid Ihe to him very 
refolutely, and I will run no Danger here, which 
the moft ungrateful and ungenerous Man alive fhall 
nor partake with me. She had no fooner fiid thefe 
Words, but ihe caught hold of Profpar^ and htt 
Indignation at bis Bafenefs gave her ib much 
flrength, that infpite of all his ftrivuig and flrug- 
gling, he could not difengage himfelf from her ; he 
fwore, caird lier Names, was Brute enough to threa- 
ten to drub or kill her, (I 4on't know whether} 
and had certainly been as goon as his Word, if at 
the time he was ftruggling with her, as rudely and 
fiercely as if he had been to deal with an Enemy, 
the generous HippoJito had not come into the 
Room. The Princefi feeing him, left ProfPer, and 
came up to HippoUtOf who without giving her time 
to fpeak,»cover'd her with a wet Sheet, which he 
had brought on purpofe, and taking her up in his 
Arms, threw himfelf (like a Lion with his Prey) 
thro' the Flames, which now had fiU'd all the Stair- 
cafe. He liad no fooner let her down in a place of 
S^ety, but he was fo generous as to do the like 
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service for his Rival. 'Tis true, 'hq burnt hft 
Clothes, and fiildged his Hair and Eyebrows; but! 
would fain know what fignifies the buriiing one s 
Clothes, or findging one*s Hair, to a Man whofe 
Heart had been already burnt to a Coal by Love ? 
While Mathilda recovered her Spirits, and Prefper 
got back to Naples J without fo much as thanking 
his Deliverer, JFIifpoUto beheld his Houfe burnt 
down to the Ground, together with his Furniture, 
Horfes, and, in Ihort, all that his former Profufenefe 
had left him. Mathilda was afflifted at it, I will 
not lay more than he was, for, alas ! ,he fcarce 
thought of it at all, but as much as if Ihe had feen 
all that was dear to her in the World deftroy'd : 
She look;d upon her felf to betheOccafion of this 
Misfortune to him, and indeed was not miftaken : 
HetCoufin Roger^ who had reconcird himfelf to her 
with no other Intent than to acccmplifli her Ruin 
more eafily, had brib'd fome of Hippolito^s Ser- 
vants, that were Villains enough to take his Money, 
to lay a great deal of combufiible Stuff in the Vaults 
and Cellars, which they were to fet on fire in the 
dead of the Night, when all the Family* were afleep. 
This unjuft Favourite made no Confcience to ruin 
a poor Gentleman, nay, p!«ocure his Death too, pro- 
vided he could but do the fame to a Relation, whofe 
Eftate he hoped by this Means to inherit ; and, as 
if her Death would not fatisfie him, which had al* * 
moft infallibly happen'd, in cafe his Defign had' 
fuccceded, he likewife endeavour*(i to make her Me-' 
mory odious. At the time when Hippolit^fsHouf^ 
was on Ute^ Roger had managed his Card* fo dexte- 
roufly, that Meifengers were order'd to fearcb Ma^ ' 
ibild^*^ Palace, who opening her Clofet, found fome 
forg'd Lettejfr there, whiclv fe?m^d to be written to- 

K 5 the 



loa The Generous Lover. 

the Duke of Anjou^ and which plainly ^coJiviSed 
her of keeping a private Intelligence with that dan- 
gerous Enemy of the Government. Our unfortu- 
nate PriiKefs received this unlucky News, ^uft as Ihe 
was going to fend to Naples for her Coaches to 
bring her borne : She was extreamly troubled at it, 
and without {laying any longer, ran to Naples with 
all her Servants a-root, in the moft laracntable con- 
dition that can be imagined. HifpoUio ofier'd to 
accompany her, but fbe pofitively forbad him, fear- 
ing, I fuppofe, to difoblige her mufty SifSLtkPrdfper^ 
And thus our unhappy Lover faw her depart, and 
was infinitely more cpncern d at this laft Misfortune 
which had befallen the Princefi, and at her com- 
manding him to leave her, dian at the burning of 
his Home. Mathilda no fooner came toNapIesy 
but Ihe was taken into Cufiody : She demanded to 
have Audience of the King, but it was refus'd her: 
She fent to fpeak with Frofper, but the old Gentle- 
man pfetended to be wondrous lick ; and thus Ma^ 
ibilda beheld her ielf all at once abandon d by her 
Friends, as if Ihe had been infeftcd with the Plague. 
The very fame Day ihe received an Order from the 
King to leave Naples. Her own DomelHcks bafely 
and fcandaloully aeferted her ; her Creditors, with- 
out any refpeft to her Quality, perfecutcd her moft 
unmercifully : In (hort, Ihe was reduc d to fo wretch- 
ed a- Condition, that ihe could not procure eidher 
Coach or Horfe, to carry her to a certain Prince of 
Italy ^ who was thf neareft Relation ihe had in the 
World next to Roger y and who had always efpous'd 
her Quarrel againli that haughty Favourite. Being 
thus forfaken by all her Friends, deftitute ^ven of 
the Neceffaries of Life, and uncapablc of obeying 
fo rigorous an Order^ Ihe took SauiSuary in a Con- 
vent, 
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vent, where they would not receive her without his 
- MajeHy's Permiffion, who granted it on Conllition 
that Ihc Ihould leave it that very Night. She went 
out of it in Difguife, and fo fecretly, that with all 
the Search and Enquiry Bippoliio could make, he- 
could not meet the leaft Infbraiati6n which way (he 
was gone : However, he refolv'd to follow her juft 
as Chance directed, rather than fit ftill at home, and 
make no Enquiry after her. While he was in queft 
ef her, or at leaft fancied he was, ihe thought no 
more of him, and Pro/per no more of her r He re- 
prefented her as a State Criminal, made his Court 
very regularly to the King and his Favourite ; and, 
as the generality of Mankind ufe to alter their Mea- 
fures with the Time, he made Love to CamiUay 
Upgers Sifter, andbeggd of the King to help on the 
Marriage. The King, who look'd upon this as an 
advantageous Match for his Cotifident's Sifter, whom 
he lov'd thebtft of anySubjeft in his Dominions, 
ipoke about it to this Favourite, who always liked 
that which his Mafler liked. This Sifter of Rogers 
was one of the moft beautiful Ladies of Naples^ 
and tho* flie fliar'd in her Brother's good Fortune, 
yet had fli« no hand in his wicked Defigns. As flie 
was iQok'd upon at Court to be the bcft Match in 
the Kingdom, Ihe in like manner look'd upon Hip* 
fdito to be the compleateft Gentleman of his time, 
and perhaps lov d him, or at leaft would have fov*d 
him,if flie had not obferv*d him fo paflionately in love 
with another. She took Mathildas Misfortune fo 
to Heart, and v^ras fo generous in her Temper, that 
if flie hid in the leaft fufpefted it was all owing to 
her Brother, flie would. moft undoubtedly have re- 
proached him for fo black an Aiftion, and been one 
of the firft that Ihould have exclaim'd againft it. 

She 
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She was fo affliaed zt.Hipfolito's late Lofs, that not 
valuii^ what the World might fey of her, fhe went 
to find him at his Habitation that was burnt down, 
Jo offer him Money, or wlwtever elfe he wanted that 
jay in her powerto beftow on him. She met with 
his Siller there, who little expefted fuch aVific, 
much lefs to be inyited to take up her Quarters at 
Oimi/Ias Houfe, This beautiful Lady could not re- 
fufe fo obliging an Offer, and accordingly went 
with her to Naples. What better Courfe could a 
young Perfon of her Sex and Condition take, who 
iound her felf without a Farthing to relieve her, 
without a Houfe to cover her, without Hopes of 
ihending her Fortune, in a Country too where flie 
Icarce knew any one but her Brother, who was ne- 
verthelefs as good as loft to her, fince as foon as ever 
he had been informed that Mathilda had left Naphs, 
he ran in queft of her, like a Madman, whhout 
Knowing whither Ihe was gone. The Day on which 
Cnmlla went to find Irjine at her Brother*s Hoofe, 
with Defjgn to carry her home with her, the King 
was pleased to honour her with a Vifit, and prcfenc- 
cd to her our gallant Prince of Salerno with all his 
Gallantry. CamHlay who had HipPofito always in 
fier Thoughts, received Profpers fcompliments with 
asv great Indifference, as Ihe cxprefsd Thankfulnefe 
to the King for condefcending to vifit her. The 
YorrowfaJ Inf^t^ bpre her company, and under all her 
Aflidioa appear'd fo charming to the young King; 
that he fell in l-ve with her : His Love was violent 
C/en in its In .ancy. He approach'd her wirh-as much 
Rfiiped: and /\we, as if Ihc had been in his Condi- 
tipn, and be in,hers* He faid a thoufand fine things 
to her upon her Beauty, and this- lovely young La- 
dy, who deiuean'd her feif neither with too much 
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Haiighrinefs nor Submiffion, difcover'd at once fo 
much Wit, Prudence, and Modefiy, that he confi- 
der'd her from that very moment, as the only Hap- 
pinefs that Xvas wanting to his Fortune. He Aay'd 
at Camillas Houfe as long as poffibly he could, aiid 
the Pleafure he took in converfing with Irene was 
fb much the more taken notice of, as the young 
' King had always feem'd infenfible to Love, and 
behav'd himfelf with great Coldnefs towards all the 
moft celebrated Beauties of Naples. Irene was fa 
charming, that it was impoflible for a Man, tho* 
never fo little inclined to Love, and never fo unca- 
pable to judge of her Merit, to avoid falling in love 
with her. Camilla^ before ihe knew her, intended 
to ferve her for her Brother's fake only, but no fco- 
ner came flic acquainted with her, than Ihe Iov*d her 
for her own. She ealily believ'd the King was in 
love with her, becaufe ihe de/ir'd it ; and being far 
from envying her good Fortune, as any other hand- 
fomeLady but her felf would have done. Ihe rejoic'd 
at it exceedingly. She congratulated Irene upon fo 
important a Conqueft, and had without queftion 
flattered jche Vanity and Hopes of any Lady kfs pre- 
fiiming than her. But this modeftDamfel could not 
be perluaded but that the King was m©re a Gallant 
than a Lover ; that he had no other Defien than on- 
ly to divert himfelf ,• and, that he would think no 
more of her when he was out of her fight. But 
Ihe was miftaken 5 for it was not long before thfe 
King came again to acquaint her with his Paffion, 
which was fo impetuous, that it would not fuffer 
him to be longer without feeing her,, than that very 
Evening after he fell in love with her. He told the 
Prince of Satyrno^ he was refolv'd t6 go incognito^ . 
after the Spanijh Mode, to make Love to Irene 

ui> 



2 o5 The Generous Lover i 

under Camilla's Balcony. Pro/per was mightily 
pleas'd to be made the Confident of his Mafler s 
Pleafures, and to accompany him in an amorous 
Adventure. In all probability Roger had been cho- 
fcn for this Affair, or at leaft had bore his fhare in 
it, had not he that very Day taken his leave o^ the 
King to go to TarentOy whither fome important Bu- 
finefe had calFd him* The Night came, and the 
Kingy accompanied by Prof per aim'd like himielf 
after the Italian manner, that is to lay, with more 
offenfive Arms than a fingle Man can be fuppos'd to 
want, came under Camillas Balcony, who had been 
beforehand acquainted with his coming by Profper : 
She knew the Method and good Breeding ' or the 
Court too xvell, not to leave the King at liberty to 
entertain himfelf with his Miftrefs in private ; for 
this realbn flie retir'd to another Balcony, notwith- 
flanding all the Entreaties Irefie could ufe to get 
her to ftay with her. The King reproach'd this 
young Lady for her Uneafinefs to be alone with 
him, and told her, flie ow'd at leaft fome Complai- 
lance to a King, who had for her fbmething above 
it. I fhould owe all to your Majefty, repUcd Irene^ 
if 1 did not likewife owe fomething to my felf, which 
I cannot owe to any one elfe. And what do you 
owe to your felf, fays the King, which you do not 
owe to my Love ? -Why not to believe you have 
any for me, anfwers Irene. Alas ! cries the King 
lighing, there is nothing fo fure, and nothing 1 
would not willingly do to hinder you from doubting 
it. If I could believe what you tell me, lays Ihe, 1 
Ihould hart more reafon to complain of your Ma- 
jefty, than to thank you* How, cruelDamfelJ an- 
iwer*d the King, and can a Paflion {o lincere as 
mine oflfend you ? It would be an Honour to fome 

great 
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^reat Queen, rq)lies Irene y but it would very much 
call in aucflion the Judgment of any one elfe. Tis 
true inaeed, fays the King, you are no Queen ; but 
ihe that delerves to be one, is in a Poflibility of 
being one. I am not fo conceited of my own Me- 
rit, aniwera Ireney as to expe£l any fuch Alteration 
in my Fortune; and youi Majefly, I hope, has more 
Goodnefi than to divert your felf any longer- at the 
expence of an unhappy Creature. Beautiful /r^«^^ 
fays our amc»rous Prince, I love^ you as much as 'tis 
poffible for the moft paffionate and faichliil Lover 
in the Univerfe to love^ and if my Tongue has ifv 
fbrm'd you what my Looks and Sighs could not have 
acquainted you with in {o ihort a time, don't think 
I have any Delign to difpenle, on account of my 
Quality, with any of the Pains of a long Servitude, 
or the Services and Cares which the raoft charm-. 
m^ Woman upon Earth may expe6l from the moil 
teipe^^fal Lover : But fo violent a Pain as mine 
wants a fpeedy Remedy, and you ought to reft &tis- 
fied in my Opinion, however £:mpulous and rigid 
you may be towards a King, who is afraid to dip 
pleafe you with this Declaration of his Love. He 
fiid to her abundance of things more paffionate than 
diis, which the Peribn who overheard them might' 
unluckily foi^et, as I can a0uoe you he did : So I 
leave the Hkxttt Reader xp imagine them ; for to 
make a King of Naples exprefs himfelf fo tenderly 
as purs did, and at the iame rime not to maim hts ' 
Thoughts, a Man muft be as much in Lo^e as he 
was, which, I humbly prefume, is none of my^Bufi- 
iieis to be at prefent. Irene always anfwer^d him 
with her ufual Modefty, and without ihewinghec 
felf either too hard or too eaiie to be perfuaded, Ibe 
difengag'd her felf fo handf^mly from ib met a 
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Converfation, that it cncreas'd the King's Efteem 
for her, who parted from her infinitely more in 
Love than he had been before* From that time 
there palled not a Day in which he did not vifit Ca^ 
mill a and Irene ^ nor a Night but hexame to that 
Lady's Balcony, where he imploy'd all his amorous 
Eloquence, to perfuade her of the Sincerity of his 
Paffion. One Nighty when he had given Orders to 
his Guards not; to attend him, he walk'd in Difguiie 
ithro' the Streets of Naples, accompanied only by 
the Prirtce oi Salerno^ He took fo much Diverfion 
in this Ramble, that the greatefi part of the Night 
was fpent when he came to Camilld^ Balcony. He 
found his Poft already taken up by two Men, or at 
leaft they flood fo near it, that they muft needs over- 
hear whatever he (hould fay to Irene. One of thefc 
parted from the other, and went into Camillas 
Houfe, while Jais Companion . tarried in the Street : 
The King flaid a while, to fee wiicther he would 
110 1 go away of himfelf, and leave him. the Street 
faee^ but finding, he ftirr*d no more than a Statue^ 
he grew impatient, .and commanded Proffer to go 
ail J fee. what the Fellow meant by flaying there, and 
to oblige him to retire. Tlie Prince of Salerno 
walVd toward him with a& much Apprdieoiion as. 
if he had been lent upon fome :dang«Eoxis- Enter*- 
pjrize. The other feeing him come up^ retired:; 
Proffer was refolv'd to fee wjio he was, the other, 
mended his Pace, a^id feeing Proffer did the like^. 
very fairly betook himfclf to his Heels, when the 
Prince ot Salerno ran after, him, and cours'd hii». 
into, another Street. \a the megin tiiije the King • 
did not flir ftoin his Pdft, expedii% every moment 
when fro//^.^ would come back, that hemigHtferid.: 
him to Camilla and Ireney to kt them kiiow he ex-.- 
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peSed them under the Balcony, and in all probabili- 
ty was wholly taken up with his Amour, for a Lover 
does nothing elfe when he is alone ; when the Man 
vvho had parted from him, whom Proffer purfued, 
came, out o( Camilla s Houfe, and rniftaking the 
King for his Comrade, Look,Cz//Vf«4, faid he to 
him, here is your Dilpatch ; the Governour of Ck* 
jetta will order you a Veffel to carry you to Mar^ 
ftiUes* The King, without returning any Anftver, 
receiv'd the Pacquet of Letters which he prefented 
to him. CalixtUi^ adds this unknown Perfon, the 
refl depends upon thy Diligence ; and thou hafl in 
thy hands the Fortune of the Duke of AnjoUy thy 
. MaAer and mine. Ha ! ungrateful Viflain and 
Traytor ! what wicked Defigns art thou carrying on 
agaiiift me ? cries the King, laying his Hand upon 
his Sword. Roger yiox it prov'd to be him, di- 
flraded at his making {o fatal a MiAake, and hui> 
ried on by his Delpair to be more wicked than he 
was, thought of fto thing now but lofing his Life, or 
taking away that of the King, who had loved him 
fo tenderlj'. The Reproaches he fo juftly expedlcd 
for his unparalJerd Ingratitude and Villany, afftighti- 
ed him as much as the fevereft Torments- ^that 
could be inflided on him. He put his Hand ta 
his Sword almoft at the fame time the King did, 
who charg'd him with fo much Vigour and Fury, 
that Roger ^ troubled with a Remorfe of Conscience 
for his Crime, was for a long time forc'd to defend 
himfelf ; At lafl, his Rage filling, him with new 
Strength and Courage, he pulh*d furioufly at the 
King, whom he looked upon now to be no other- 
wife than his Enemy, and by the defperate Thrufls 
he made at his lacred Perfon, oblig'd him likewife 
to defend himfelf: But Kings, who may be valiant 
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as well as other Men, are ufually afiifted by a more 
powerful Genius than that of or&iary Mortals, 
HogeTy as brave, furious, and defperate as he was, 
comd not have maintain'd his Ground long againft 
his incens'd Prince, altho* the clafhing of Sivords 
had not brought feveral Perfons upon the Spot, who 
could hardly be kept from hackine to pieces an exe- 
crable Villain, who durft attact tne Life of his So- 
veraign. His own Domefticks, and thofe oFCamilla^ 
were the firft that came with Lights into the Street, 
and were ftrangely furpriz'd to fee their Matter en* 
gag'd with the King. The unfortunate £(pg?r no 
loonct iaw the Light, which exposed him to the 
tcrribie Looks of his Prince, but he was utterly 
confounded 5 his Rage and Valour abandoned him 
both at once, and his Sword dropt out of his Hand. 
The King, who had the Pleafure to iee him woun- 
ded, after he had had Occafion for all his Valour 
to hinder himfelf from being jvounded by him, 
fciz'd him with his own Hands, and gave him ^o 
the Captain of his Guards, who came luckily hf 
with a Party of Soldiers, and had receiv*d Order to 
watch all Night the Avenues leading to Qimillas 
Houfe. In the mean time Profper ran after his 
M^n, who, flying from him as faft as his Legs 
could carry him, unhickily fell into the hands of 
the Watch, who were walking their Rounds that 
Night, as their Cuftom was, to prevent all Difor^ 
dcrs in the Streets. He feem'd fo aftonifli*d, and 
fakcr'd fo ftrangely in his Anfwers, that they had 
certabJy ftopt him, 2X1)10* Proffer^ who purfued with 
Sword in Hand, and had made himftlf known to 
them, had not commanded them in th^ King's Name 
to fecure him, and to be re(ponfibIe for his forth- 
coming. He immediately went back to aquaint 
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pie King with what he had done ; and if he was 
nirpriz'd to iee fiicb a number of Flambeaux in die 
Streer, and the King funounded by fiich Crowds of 
. People, he was mudi more fo to find what had pafi 
between the King and Roger i and to fee that Fa- 
vourite, whom all the Court fo lately ador d,. curs'd 
by all theCompany, and in the hands of the Guards, 
who were carrying him to Prifon. That ^Bght the 
King did not fee Irene ^ becaufe he wou'd avoid the 
fight of Camilla^ whom he order'd Proffer to wait 
upoi^ and afluie her from his Mouth, that he dt^ti- 
guiib'd her from her Brother, whofe Crime Ihould 
not in the leafi lefien hb Efteem for her. -Irene 
writ to him in favour cf Roger ; and, to oblige Ci- 
milUy did that which die repestted Lifiances ^ an 
amonms Prince could not obtain from her. Next 
D^y iS^er was examin d, and txMmd guilty of High 
Treafon, for maintaining a private Gorre^ondenee 
' with the Duke of Anjou^ who had a great Parfy 
Aill in the Kingdom of Naflej. He had be^n in- 
formed by (bme of them of the infatiable Ambition 
of i?4>g^, and having ofier'd him in Marriage ;a 
Frincefi of his own Blood, with<:ertain Advantages, 
which be could not hope from his prefentMauer, 
this ungrateful Favourite, violating his Faith and 
•Honour, had engag*d to receive the French into 
Cajetta and CaJielUmara^ whereof he was Gover- 
nour. The lame Judges who conviSed him of 
Treafon againA his Prince, difcover'd his villainous 
Plot agaiiA the Princefi of Tarenio ) and now that 
Mirrour of Conflancy the Prirtce dE Salerno^ who 
had abandoned her when he faw her in Dilgracc, t6 
offer his Services to CnmUhy whom he few in Fa- 
vour, no foonor found the King to repent of the ill 
Treatment he had given her, and refolv'd not only 

to 
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to rc-inftate her in her former Honour antf Fortune, 
tvhich had been unjuftly taken from her, but llkewife 
to confer nciv ones upon her, than this Generous 
L^rd, who had fo. lately importund the King to 
marry hiiii to Camilla^ now humbly entreated him to 
difpeiife with his Promife, and give him leave to 
carry on his Pretenfions to Mathilda j and at the 
fame time dejfir'd his Majefly, who defijn'd to make 
Ciiquiry after her, to leave the Care cfthat to him, 
and give him a Comraiflion to go and find her 
. whercnever he could hear any News of her, in order 
to bring her again tp Court. The King's AffeSi- 
' on was too deeply fettled on the beautiful Irene ^ not 
. to think of her Brother HipPaliiOy and be conaem'd 
that no body could tell wnerc he was. He di- 
; ipatch'd Couriers t into all pafts of lialy^ i^rtio had 
..Orders to enquire after him as they fe^rdi'd for 
MathildayUiA is^<3St they foinid him, to bring him ■- 
again to Naples. He hoped by this means to coh- 
viiKTc Irene how cordially he cfpous'd the Intercfts of 
. her Family, and how much it aiflidkd liira, that £te 
, knew not' what was become of her Brother, whom 
flie lov'd fo dearly. This amorous Cavalier, after 
he had fearch'd a long time for. his Princefs with 
the utmoft Care and Diligence^ without being able 
to find her, refign d himfelf to that blind Guide 
Chance, and rambled whore-ever bis Horfe carried 
him, making no longer flay in any place, than his 
Horfe, and that of his Servant's, ^ho we may fup- 
fofe werciTOt fo follicitous as he iirthe.fearch of || 
Mathilda^ l^ad time to reft theipfclves. As for his 
own, part, he enjoy 'd no more Repofethaa a coft- 
demu'd Criminal, and after he ted. pafs'd. whole 
Days in fighing onHorfeback, fpent. whole Nights 
in complaining to the Trees andRoqki^.pf theCrael- 

ty 
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ty and Abfence d£ Mathilda ^ and in quarrelling with 
the innocent StaiPS, that generally lighted him to 
Bed, by reafon be lay in the open Fields, and un- 
der the Canopy of Heaven, One Day, when he 
was fo taken up with thefe raelailcholy Thoughts-, 
that he did not confider that his Servant and Hor- 
fes could not, like himfelf, feed upon fo flender a 
Diet as Love, he found lumfeli towards Sun-fetting 
near a folitary Inn, which rather look'd like a Re- 
treat for Cut*throats and Banditti, than a Place to 
lodge Travellers : HifpoUio had rode beyond ir, 
for your true Lover is an indefiitigable Animal, 
when his Valet informed hira his Horfes were not 
able to ftir a Step farther, out of mcer Laffitude and 
Hunger, not to fpeak of himfelf^ who wanted to 
eat and repofe as well as they : Upon this, our de- 
fpairing Lover ^condefcendcd to alight, but the Inn- 
keeper, who flood before his Gate, together with 
his Wife and an ill-bok'd Fellow, who feerA'd to* be 
a Soldier, told him rudely, he had no Place to en- 
tertain him in, and that his Rooms as well as Sta- 
bles were all taken up, HiPpolito was not much 
concerned he could not geta Lodging here, and his 
Servant had defpaird of getting one, when the Sol- 
dier that flood by the Inivkeeper, after he had^vhi- 
fper'd a few Words in his Ear, told Hippolito in 
Calabreze^ that if he pleased he might come in, and 
that he ftiould be very proud to lend his Room to (o 
fine a Gentleman ; and while HippoUto madeJcru- 
ple to accept fo courteous an Offer, the Man of the 
Houfe, that had fpoke fo rudely to him a little be- 
fore, came and held his Stirrup while he alighted, 
with a finiling Cut-throat Look, which 4hew'd he 
dfel^n d to make a Penny of him ; thud Hippolito 
was perfuaded to c6me into the^Inn* He^vou d not 

eat 
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eat a bit, and haYiog oidy drank a Glafi of Water, 
( fix PhUoiapfaers have ol^ery'd that Love and Sor- 
row are very dry ) he walk'd out to take a turn or 
two in a place very proper &>r his melancholy Con<- 
teioplatioaB, which he had obferv'd, not &r firom 
the Inn* Li the mean time his Valet fate down to 
Supper widi the Landlord and his Wife, and the 
civil Calahia^ who. had {o obligingly parted with 
( his Chamber to HiPfolita : He tell on like a Man 
that was hal^flary'a, and did not guzzle down {o 
much Wine as he coukl have done, becauie he was 
forced to call upon^his Mafler, to put him in mind 
of going^o Bed, which was a thing he frequently 
tbrg(^. He went to look for him among the Rocks, 
where he found him feeding his Melandioly, by 
refle£^ing on the ill Condition of his Afiairs and 
his Love, and brought him back to the Irm, where 
they ihew*d a vile Room, . with a Bed yet more vik, 
and which having no Curtains, lay escpps'd to the 
Sun and Wind on all iides* BifPoUto would not 
undrefs, but direw himielf in hiis Clothes upon the 
Bed, as his^Man did upon another, where he flept 
fo. heartily, thaf it would have made any Man but 
his Mafier to have envy'd him, who, for his part, 
could ^ot flejep a wink ; but a tame Lover would 
think he had committed an ufipaardonable Sin, Ihould 
h$ ikep like other Mod:aIs^ In a Ihort time ail the 
People in the Inn were got to Bed, and every thing 
was huih'd, when- fome Perfbns on Horfeback di- 
flmrb'd thdr Repofe, and thundar*d at the Gate like 
to PerfoQs that were impatient to be let in* The 
Man of the Hoofe, that got up to (ee what the mat^ 
ter was, knew them, and open d-the Gate to them. 
Soon after JiiffoUto hezud die neit Chamber to his 
c^a \ feyesCPeiftns went into it^ and fome of m 
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went out again inunediately, while the reft that 
llay*d talk'd to one anotlier. He was too much ta* 
ken up with his own private Afiairs to have any 
gteat Curiofity for thofe of other People, and haa 
not Men d to their Difcourfe, if one of them had 
not talk'd fo loud, that he fancied he was not unac- 
quainted with the Voice. This made him delirous 
to kno^ what they talk'd of, and at laft he heard 
them Ipeak the following Words difiindfly ; Yes, my 
dear 7uUa^^ I muft once mOre fay it, few Perfons of 
my Conflition have been treated worfe by Fortune 
.than my felf 9 (he has plung'd me in Miferies that 
are not to be parallel'd ^ but as great and vexatious 
as they are, yet they don't fo much difiurb me as the 
Ingratitude. wherewith the bafeftof Men requites 
my Ai&dion for him i and this Ingratitude does not 
lit fo heavy on me, as mine to the Man whom I 
ought to love. I blame my felf inceilantly fi)f it, 
and my Inquietude on this icore is infinitely more 
afSi£iing than all the Loiles I have fuftaiu'd, and all 
the Calamities that oppreis me. The other Perlbn 
that took up the Difcourfe talk'd fo low, that Hif* 
folita could hear nothing but a few incoherent 
Words, that were frequently interrupted by Si^hs : 
He got up, and crept to the Wainiicot which divided 
the two Rooms, but the Noife he made was heard 
by the Perfons whom he had a mind to liilen to ^ fb . 
tneir Converiation ceas'd, but not the Sigjbs of the 
affiided Party, whole Voice he imaginrd to refemble 
that of Mathildcu The Reader may ealily gueis 
how impatient he was to know whether he was mi« 
flaken, and, to fatisfie himielf in fb important a 
Doubt, was preparing to go out of his Chamber, 
when all on the- fudden the Door opened, and by 

the Light of a dark JUntliorn he law four Men come 
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into his Room with their Swords in their Hands, 
among whom he obferv'd the Calahrian Soldier and 
the Mafter of theHoufe. If he was furpriz'd at {o 
unfeafonable a Vifit from thefe Men, who did not 
feera to come with any good Defign, they were no 
lefs fo, to find him up and awake, who they hoped 
was in a found Sleep. fJipfolito clapping his Hand 
to his Sword, afk*d them what they wanted* in his 
Chamber at fuch an Hour, and in fuch an Equipage; 
and he no fooner fiw them put themfelves in a po- 
flure to attack him, but he fell upon the foremoft 
with fuch Bravery and Skill, that he (bon made tbe 
Room too hot for 'em. In the mean time his Foot- 
man awak'd, follow'd the Noife, and feeing his 
Mafter ftt upon by fo many Enemies, fecOnded him 
very valiantly, when having wounded all that at- 
tacked him, he laid the moft dangerous of them at 
his Feet. Thefe Men defended themfelves like Fel- 
lows that did not yalue their Lives ; but tho* diejr 
had been more in number than really' they were, 
yet could they not have refiftcd the vaUant Hippo-' 
lltOj feconded by lb couragious a Servant. He kil- 
kd another of his Enemiej, and the two that were 
If ft very fairly betook themfelves to their "Heels. 
He was fo vex d at a flight Wound he had received 
ih hb Arm, that he was refolv*d to purfue them, 
and in all probabilityhad cleared the World of them, 
as well as he had done of the other Sparks, had not 
thefe Villains been fo wife in their Fear as to make 
one Leap of it down the Stair-cafe, and to (hut rihe 
Door after them. Hzppolito was a long ^hile be- 
fore he could open it, which gave the two Murthc- 
rers time enough to make their Efcape, fo that he 
and his Man recurn'd to the Inn without them. , He 
ran (Hrc£tly to the Chamber whew he. thought he 

had 
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had' heard Mathilda'^ Voice, but found it open, 
and no due in it, no more than in the reft of the 
Rooms in the Houfe, which he (earch'd with as 
much Care as Inquietude. FuhiOy laid he to his 
Man, I heard Mathilda talk, I knew her Voice, 
indno one but fuch an unhappy Wretch as I could 
h^ve mi&'d her when Ihe was fo near me. He af- 
terwards repeated to Fulvio the Words he heard 
7f4aXhilda ipeak, interpreted them to his advantage, 
as he had ibme reafbn t6 do, but inftead of giving 
him Comolation, they only encreas'd hisAflBiSion ; 
for he thought this was i Trick of Fortune, to let 
him hear Maihtldi^, Voice, for no other End than 
to make him more concern d for iiot being able to 
fee her, or know what was become of her. He 
look*d after this Princefs in all the places there- 
about, and was lo befotted as to come back to the 
Inn to fearch for her there, but not a Soul was to 
be feen, except only in the Stable, fcpm whence FuU 
vio took four Horles befid^s his own and his Mailer's. 
Hippolito quitted this Inn in the moft penfive 
Condition that can be' imagin d. Fulvio proposed 
to carry oB the ThieVes Horfes as a lawful Prize, 
and reprefented to him, that perhaps they might 
Bnd Mathilda^ and then they Ihould want a Steed 
to -mount her upon. Hifpolito did not hear what 
"he faid,, or elfe would not vouchfate to make him 
^an Aniwer^ lb ftraj^ely was he taken up with his 
,ni|slancholy Thoughts; Pultio took his Matter's Si- 
lence for Confent, and tying the Horles by the 
Tail, drove thiem before him, dcfignhig, I fuppofe, 
to make ready Money of them, the firft Chap- 
man he cDiild find. They rode part of the Day 
^together, without Uippalito's anlwering' fo much as 



lone bf the many Ojk&xons, Fulvio put to him 
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drdqr to divert him : They loft their ^^ ilid at 
:Jaft were got among a parcel of b^rr(6n Rocks bj 
. Sea-fide, and which ended in a faiidy JPliiri. A- 
ihong thefe Rocks, in a Creek where the^ Sea r^ 
ijito xhe Land, as t^ej came from a harrOwLane, 
they fell in among a Company of Peafarits, airm'd 
with all forts of Clubs and other Weapons, . who 
it firft were ftrpriz'd to fee two Men on Horfe- 
\l5ack, followed by fo niahy'Horfes withoat ^hy body 
to ride thehi ; but at laft tajing Heart . of Grace 
vtb fee fo few, and themfelves fo many, for there 
wais at leaft a hundred of them, they encorapaffecj 
our Adventurers in a>tumurtuous manne^^ ind hbld- 
ing the but ends of their Mulkets up at tfr^m, 
Ibme cry'd^ Who goes there r Others, Who nre 
you for ? Others, Rho<k the?n dovm, sini laflly, 
Tome more Confcientious then the reft, Who are 
je .^ Hipfolito cdqid not ai^fwer fo liiany Quiftioni 
at once, and if he could, thefe ill-brecj CloMis made 
fuch a cdnfpunaed Noii^ tjiat there was ho hear- 
ing of him. At laQ ahold lyfin of a tbierabU 
f' ood Afpea, who afterwards difcover'd hiAifelf to 
e the Commander of thefe formidable Hero's {fot 
/then every Man fet up for himfelf) pardy by /peak- 
ing aloud to theim which fet him a coogMnglike 
an Alderman at Cnurch, and partly by the Kbo> 
torick ot a good Oal^eh Cudgel, jnade fhift to ^om- 
pofe the Mutiny, ii^ a^ed BipfoUtb peaceably 
^nd civilly who He was,, and what Bufiilefs he had 
in ib folitary, ^'fa remote a Place from the great 
Road. Hipfolito tcffd him he was a CaValfer of 
Naplesy and had loft his way to Ancona. He then 
afked the jM Spark what oocafion had trought fo 
iinany P^ple together, who inform d him that fome 
4QQr£urjs of Ba^ary haying hnded 'a great 'Num- 
ber 



The Generous Lover. 7.19 

bcr of Soldiers, they had pillaged Ibme places neat 
the Sea^ and finding none to oppofe rheniy and be* 
ing covetous of a greater Booty, were fo Foolhardy 
as to march higher up into the Country. He ao* 
ded that raoft of thofe Men he faw arm*d, had 
been robVd, wherefore they refolv'd under his Con- 
du6l to wait the coming of the Enemy, and fight 
them as they came back with their Slaves and the 
Hunder of a neighbouring Village, which in all 
•probability they were gone to attack ; that 'twa$ 
impoffiHc for the Moors to efcape, there being no 
other way for them to get back to the Sea- but this^ 
. and that it was not \o much the Lofi of theic 
Goods that had encouraged thefe Peafants to at* 
tempt fo bold a Defign, as that of their Wives 
and Children. Hifpolito cSetd to venture his Life 
in their Quarrel, and they took him at his Word. 
The old Man gave him the Command in Chief^ 
which he accepted, to the great Satisfaftion and 
Joy of our Boors, who now promised themiHves 
mighty matters &om Hippofrto^s Military Phir. Four 
of the Kkelicft among them, of whom the old Fd- 
Jow'was one, were mounted upon the fbyr Hor* 
fes, wliich the provident Fulvh had brought along 
*widi hifti from the Inn. Hifp9^, divided his 
' Men* into three Parties, dae he ported among 
' the Rocks, where they cou*d 119 1 :be ken by the 
^ Enemy, with Orders not to flir before they came 
up to niem : He pofted thefecond in a narrow 
Paflfege that led towards the Sea^ to hinder the In- 
fidels firim getting back to* their Shins ; and he 
placed iiifflMf witfi his Men on JSorfeback at die 
f-head of the third, cncouragfaig them. to. behave 
- themfelves bwrely, and fall in widi tlie Enemy 
' to render theiif AttoWs incfifeftual. He had fcarce 
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< £iv€n -thefe Orders, and polled his Men, bpt die 

£nemy appeared to the Number of a hundred and 
' fifty. They drove feveral Horfes before their Main- . 
;.body laden with Booty, together with the Women 

and Children whom they had made Slaves. Be- 
ring old experienc d Soldiers, they were not a whit 

dilcourag'd to fee Hippqiito and his Troop march- 
^ing towards them, or elfe perhaps they defpifed fo 

fmall a Number. I will not trouble. my felf to re- 
flate the Particulars of this noble- Battle between 
f^thc Moorijh Corfiirs and our Pea&nts, altho* Hip' 
j?olifo did abundance of gallant A£lions there, ^which 
.deferve t(;i be remembred. :I.-vviIl only tell you that 
.his Orders were well executed, that the. Arrows oC 

the Moors did them little or no harm,' becaufe they 
% fell in with them fo gallantly, tl^t he began their 
V overthrow with the Death of tlieir Captain, aqd 
-.concluded it by that of their ftouteft Men. Our 
> Pea&nts when they had been once , blooded put all 
; the Moors to the Sword, whether they, cry'd Quar- 
iter or not, and notwithflanding all* the 'Endeavours 
t HippoUto ufed to prevent this Maffacre. The- Dead 
>were lamented as mudi as the.common. Joy would 
.'give leave, and the Wounded Ijound up their 
• Wounds. Hippoiiio received a thouland Gommen- 
idations, and as many Thanks froni. theie poor Peo- 
. pie, ^bo verUy brfieved they , ihould. not have got 
. the better ;if it had not been for him. They o& 
; fer'd him ; the better part of the Booty they had 
, recovered from the Enemy ; which lieverthelefi h^ 
.rcfus'd, as likewrfe to go and make "merry with 
^them aftei the. ViSory. J^ft xhtvi-Fulvio brought 
:;two Women before him in ^the Habit of Pilgrims, 
^one of whom had no foQnep taken joff a great liit 
tTvhich liid her Eace, but' he knew her to be IkUi* 
., ihilda. 
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fbiMal He alighted, cr J might "father fay leapt '^ 
from his Horfe, to through -himfetf .^t the Peer of ' 
this Princefs, who embrac d him with all the Marks 
of Tendernefi that ^vour'd jiothiiig of that -difo - 
bilging Treatment, vvhich the Tyranny of the Prince ' 
of Saferno had obliged her' formerly ^to offec him. 
This faithful Lover wanted. Expreflions to letTJ^/z- - 
ihilda know how glad he was to fee her ; never 
did his Hoquencc leave/rhira ' fo' in the lurch, , 
never did he fo' ftrahr to declare his' Thoughts, 
which notwithftanding hemurther'd : In fliort he 
did not know what he did ; fo great was the dif» 
order of his .Mind. ^ He was uncertain for fome 
time whether he fliorfd inform Mathilda of the 
Pains he had been at to find her, fo much did his 
cxceffive Modefly keep him from valuing himfelf 
upoa his;: Services. .However he gave her at laft 
a true Recital of hi» Adventures, ever fince he 
had leSi^Nnples for her fake ; and forgot not to 
acqu^in^her what had happened to him in the Inn, ^ 
where as»he fancied, he had heard her Voice. 
Mathilda gave him abundance of Thanks for thefe "• 
lafi Obligations ihe had to him, adding that ihe «' 
looked upon herfclf to owe both her lire and Ho- - 
nour to him, fince the Defeat of the Moors was - 
entirely owning to his Bravery and Conduct. She :* 
own'd that it vjras Ihe who vm in the next Cham- - 
ber to him at the Inn, promifed to inform'd him ^ 
by what Accident (he had been carried thither, and 
in fliort to gave him her whole Hiftory, whenever 
ihe had a convenient Time and Place- to relate 
it. The other Pilgrim that accompany *d Mathilda 
was one of her Chamber-maids called Julia, be- 
ing the only Servant that had Fidelity enough to 
fouow the Fate of her Miftrefs, and bear a part 
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ill all her Affli£tions. *Tis probable that Fuhh 
and ihe were glad to fee one another ; and for 
K»y P^rf* I Sim apt to believe that they faid abun- 
dance of fine things, and difplay'd their Subaltern 
Eloquence to each other (if I may fo exprefs my 
lelf ) very plentifully upon this Occafion. Our vvSto^ 
rious Peaiants that had obferv'd with what concern 
Hippolito and Mathilda receiv'd one another, re- 
doubled their courteous Offers to tJiffoIiiOy who 
made no difficulty to accept them for the Prin- 
cefs's Sake. Among the reft the old Man, who, 
.as 1 have already taken notice, led the Peaiants on 
to Battel, before UipfoUto came up to them,begg'd 
of him and ^^firiA//2 that they wodM do him the ho« 
»ouc to cake a fony Lodging at his Houfe, which 
they accepted* He ient one of his Sons in all haile 
CO get things ready at home for the reception of 
thefe Gueil^, .and oow they prepared for their Join:- 
iiey. Mathilda and jfulia were mounted upon the 
two beft Hories thjcy could find. Among ieveral 
Woman, whom diey had freed from qpt of the 
Hands of the Moor^y Fulvio obferv*d.ojie whom 
he thought he had feen ibmewhere, who avoided 
as much as ihe could his lookii^ at her, as if ihe 
Jcoew him^ but had no mind to De known by him« 
At laft he came up to her, and found her to be 
the In»-keeper's Wife that had defign'd to Mur- 
der them* JFJe went to inform his maAer of it, 
and deiired iotat Peaiknts to look after her. To- 
wards the duik of the Evemng they arrived at the 
Village : Mathilda and Hiffmto were receiv'd by 
our old Man with all the marks of EAeem and 
Gratitude. The other Peafents of the Vilhge went 
home to 'their feveral Houfes, to make Merry af- 
t&t fo notsible a Vi<Sory^ and thofe that lived far* 

ther 
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therpflL4narch'dhpmewarcU likewife. TJippolitocom-^ 
raanded tlie Inn-keep et*^ Wife, whom Fuhio had 
'apprebehded, to h& brought before Wm, and upon 
tne very firft threatnuig to deliver her into the 
Hands of Juftice, flie confeffed,' that their Inn was 
a Meeting-place of jBai^ditti a^id Robbers, tlut her 
Hufband kept a Correfpondpnce with all t;Jie T'hievcs 
of the ^Country, and Jthat the Reafoa why he at 
firft had refufed to entertain j^^pfilitOj was becaufe 
he expedled a famous Highway-man tliat Night, 
Companion to the Caldbrian whom he had feea 
at tli Inn, to confer with him about (bme Rob- 
beries they had in hand. She lileewife informed 
fiipfoUtq, th^t the Calajbrian bad a gyeat mind 
to 'his Horfe and Equipage, to rob him of which 
aftqr he had wh^fper'd wita her Hii|band, aqdper- 
fuaded hini to jciin in t^e Adiiqn. he Had lent -Jiira 
T?is koom. IJiftory dc>es not tell us what th€;y dii 
to this Woman, after , they had learnt from her all 
they defired to know, fjiffoliio and fldaihilda^ 
the better to 'conceal theif Quality, made Fuhio 
^nd Jtiiay the old Man and his whole Family, 
to Sup wit;h them. Alter Supper (J cannot telf 
whether it was a good or bad one) Mathild(i wou'd 
not fa$2r liippolitp to languifh any longer under 
his Impatience to know her Adventures, and thexe- 
fqr^e iiiforH;i*d .him by what Accident Ihe came to 
the Inn, an^ afterwards iitfo the Hands of the 
Moors. 

Afier ihe Ki»g had (commanded m^j laid IJie to 
him, fo ^«/f Naples, and ihro* the great Iniere ft of^ 
my Enemies^ I had hu$ one Night allowed me to 
fM frij fdf ift.a Cqn^ition fo ohy fo rigorous av 
prder : / imflor*^ the AJJiftance of fame Qentle^ 
men ft Courts whom Ith^ght I had obli^d enough 
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to he my Friends j but I found io my difappoinf' 
meniy that tbey v^ere only fucb io my Fortune^ 
mndnot to me. I had reafon alfo to comfldi^ of 
my DomeftickSy ivbo had all abandon d me in this 
Extremity but Julia. She had a Brother married 
in Naplies, who had the Generojity to have his 
Family, a1 the Entreaty of his Sifier, to conduSl 
me to the Place whither I defgn^d to Jieer my 
Courfe. He beftirfd himfelf fo effeStuallyy that 
ihe very Night I was commanded to leave Naples 
/ had got every thing ready for my Journey before 
break of Day. We drefsa our felves in the Habit 
of Lorctto Pilgrims J bj which means we were not 
difcover d at the City uates* I walked that Day as 
many Miles as could b^ exfeSledfrom one of my 
SeXy who had never been ufedto Travel before^ 
nnd we jogtd on peaceably after the fame manner 
for feveral Days together^ without any crofs Ad" 
ventures to difiurb us. Yefterday^ a little before 
Nighty we were met in a narrow Way by three 
Men on Horfebacky that had the Looks of Villain s* 
J diffignd to avoid theniy which 1 endeavour* d 
*withJo much ha fie y andfo unluckily y that my Foot 
flipping again fi a piece of rijing Ground y Ifdl at 
thsFeetofoneoftheirHorfeSy that came thunder'- 
ing after me, Ths large Haty which cover d my 
Face^ and my HeadclotbiSy tumbled off with the 
Folly and my Hair fell about my Shoulders- My 
ill Stars would fo have ff, that thefe Menfawfome^ 
tbivg in me that' did not difpleafe them* Tbey 
talked a while togetbery then alighting from their 
Horfesy one of them feiz*d Julia, another caught 
bold of mey while the third attacked Julia'i Bro-- 
ihery who had put himfelf in a Pofture to defend 
us, but whom wefawfoon after /ally being itfeems 

run 
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ruft through the Bod). After fo many Misfortunes - 
which had haffend to me^ and whichyfrom a haf^ 
fy Prince f 5 (/If leaft fo in nppearaftce) had made 
me th^ moft miferable Woman in the World., I had 
fome reafon to belitvej that all the Prudence and- ' 
all the Prtfcasition ifnaginahle^ would JigHfie .910* * 
ihi»X a^inft the Power of Fortune y that we mufi • 
e'enjuffer biT to aSl asjhe fle/ifesj andferfuade 
ourfelves that her Inconftancyj which makes' us to ^ 
fetfi her Hatred^ then when we thought our f elves 
moft fecure from itj will in like manner re ft ore us - 
to her Friend/hip when we leaft expeSi it. w Thus 
Irefignd myfelf continues Mathilda^ to my pect^ 
liar Deftiny^ and when J found my felf ftopt "and 
feiiLd by thefe Strangers j fubmited without any *y 
ftruggUng to be mounted on one of their Horfe^y 
becaufe 1 knew they could otherwife have done -it ^■ 
^y force ; and alt ho* I was in their hands j yet ' 
Death could deliver me from them whenever: their '^ 
Infolence Jhould oblige me to have- recourfe to that ^ y 
Idji Remedy. Julia, who fella f creaming and cry- r- 
ing out as loud asJhe was able^ when (be faw her - 
.Brother dropy yetfuferdherfelfto be carried-off ; ;r 
after my ExampUy tho Jhsf ft ill continued aj> ' - 
fiiBed. At Night we arrivd -at the Inn ^k^re^- •*■' 
you heard my Voice * Yout E*tgagemmt with the 
J{pbbfrs troubled us exceedingly at firfti but when 
we faw you bad driven th^^m out of theffoufe^ - 
And the Isfoife was over, Julia and I quitted our -- 
/logm. Finding no body in the Inn, we rufolvi^ 
to make our Efcape out at the Garden-door^ which 
then ftood open^ and the Fear of being retaken^ 
made us to double our Speed* We travel d all 
Nighty and fart of the next Day^ till the Heat of 

L 5 ibi 
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the Sbk and our Weafmefs ^P^tb^ Meed us f^ 
reft mrfehess atnong ibe J^ochs, nel far from this 
place, v^bere we found a €OnvemeHi Shade, and 
were taken ajleep hy the Moore, whrnn jou dife^ 
ted, 

Mathilda concluded the r^tal of her Adventures 

ivkh frefh Plroteiktions to WffdlHo, that fee >vould 

never forget what he had done for htr : However, 

'ihe did not tell him the Name df^the Wace to which 

4be intended to retire ; and, for bis part, he did 

>not afe her about it. No doubt it was to fome 

^Jetty Prince or other of fta/y, in which CattSethat 

•Coantiy abounds \ for any Man that ^has Money 

enough, n>ay there be eafily made His Highnefs, 

without any other Qualification to merit it. I might 

t«iatb as little Difficulty have beflow'd what Name I 

ipleasM;upon him, fince'Hiftory hasrbeen filent in the 

matter'; but 1 found, upon fecond Thoughts, that 

his Name would be no g*eat Ornament to my Nar- 

iration, and therefore omitted it. fUvfditn oflfer'd 

to conduft her whither fliehad an Inclination to -go, 

bat Ihc would by iio means fuflfer him j fcowever, 

Ihe^was fbrced, at the repeated Lifbmces of our ofB- 

tious Cavalier, to take his Servant Fuhio with her, 

*)d two Horfcs for her fdf and Julia. I will not 

aaorrifie the Reader with a recital of the melandio- 

ly parting between fiiffiAho 9ixAMatMda 5 1 wiU 

^'en let her go in qmet to Ancma^ 'where the foW 

*patt of her Jewels, and bring back the poor Hi/^j^o- 

iito to the fad Ruins of his Houfe, "^ where he arrived 

'without a Farthing in his Tocket, ^11 the Earthly 

•Goods he had in this trmtfltoiy World being the 

•Horfe he rode on. He had fcarce fet 'Foot to 

Ground before he raiet a Neapolitan Gentlefo^n^ 

who was ia queft of Mathilda^ as well as feverai 

others^ 
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Others, whom thcKing had difpatch'd into all parts 
*of 'Itahy to find her if poflible, fte acquainted 
TJippouto with I{pgers Di^race, after what manner 
Mathildas Innocenc!e came to be difcover'd, the 
Orders the King had given to find her out, and, in 
Ihort, with all that fiad happen d at Naples ever 
fince he had left it, except his Majefty's violent Love 
to the beautiful /rtf»^, which )v|si,ieverthelefs know© 
to ^H the WotJd: however,'. 6ur Gentleman thought 
ifeto conceal it from him^ wjiether out of an excefs 
of Difcretion, or for fome 6ther Reafon, I don*t 
iuQw. You may imagine that HippolitOy generous 
as he. was, and loving MatfjUdah&Xtt than his Life, 
was extreamly pleas^ato hear of fo un€xpe£led a Re- - 
volution in her favour, altho* at the fame time he 
came to know that his own Condition was mor^e 
' defp^rate than ever ^ this Getitlqman having withal 
[ aitur'd him, that the King 'had promised Prof per he 
ihould marry thjs Prih^els as loon ;as ever Ine rev • 
turn d to Naples* This laft News hinder'd the 
mttchedHippolitefcQm going to Court, it made 
.fiis Liife'ociious to him, infpmiich that he avoided - 
all manner pf Company fo carefully, th^t he was the 
only Man in the Kingdom who did liot know what 
*a great Afcendant his Sifter had over the King. In 
the mean time Mathiltia was no where to be heard 
cf, altho' the Gentleman that, had accidentally met 
vdth Hrppolito went to y^;vro^^, whither he told 
him Ihe was gone, yet could h^ hear no News of 
her, notwithftanding all the Enquiries he made for 
. that purpofe. A Report ran of this Princefs*s Death, . 
and feme People pretended to relate the very Cir- - 
comftaaces of it, which at laft coming to Hippolito's 
•Ears, it threw him into fuch a Fit of Sicknefe, that 
bad Ul^e to have qq& him his Life 9 but, in ihort, . 

hii- 
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liis Body at length recovered a little Strength, in 

(pite of the Indil^Ction of his Mind. He was ac- 

cuftom*d fometimes to ride on Horfeback along the 

Sea-ihorc, and *twas in one of thefe melancholy 

Freaks riiat, after he had made fcvcral Refle£lions 

upon the Misfortunes of his Life, he refolv*d to go 

and end his Days in the Wars which the Grecian 

Princes were at that time carrying on againft the 

Turky who now began to extend his Conquefts from 

jljia into £lur$pe» At laft Mathilda was found, 

and HiPpoJito was fo iravilh'd with Joy, that he 

beftow'd his Horfe, the only Moveable he had left 

him in the World, upon the Man that brought him 

the News. The fame Day his Servant Fulvio came 

to him, and was exceedingly aftonifh'd to find his 

Mafler fo melancholy, and info bad an Equipage, 

at a time when all /f^/y talk'd of nothing but the 

great Power his Sifter trene had over the King, by 

the Love he bore her. He told HiPp^Uto the 

Prince&'s Name to whom M/ffi?/7<c/4hacl retir'd: he 

informed him after what manner Frofper came to 

complimcpt her from the King ; how ne conduced 

her to AapleSy and according to the laudable Cu- 

ftom of Servants, that always make hafte tp tell their 

Mafters ill News, he exaggerated to him the Joy 

Maibilda had concciy'd at the Sight of Profper^ 

and the Marks of A£fe6lion fte lh«w*d him. Hifr 

fajjion for him is fo encreaid^ continues this in- 

diicreet Valet, that Jhe has newly ffruced up the 

eld Cap of Plumes he formerly frefented her witby 

which he has fo often uphraided her withy and 

which isfo well known at Naples, hy the many j^eJIs 

that have heen made upon it at Court. I canU 

imagine^ fsiys he, where the Devil Jhe had laid it 

upy to find it at fo critical a Jun^ure^ but to he 

fure 
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furejhe mufi fit a mighty Vdue upon it* After this 

.rate trufty Fuhio begaii to rail at the Princefe of 7^- 

rento a little more than became him, but Hippolito 

bid him to hold his Tongue, and . perhaps had cud- 

gel'd him, had he not given off, or altered his Lan- 

fuage. Fuhio likewife told his Mafter, that the 
*rinceis defir'd him to come and meet her. How 1 
cries Hippolito, and does (he not fufficiendyafflia 
me by not loving me, but, to enhance my AfpiSlion, 
Ihe muft make me fee how well Ihe loves another ! 
aiid, Will fhe carefs Pro/per before me ? It may 
be fo, to give him, I fuppofe, the Plcafure of fee- 
ing me die with Grief, as if their Happinefs wanted 
nothing to compleat it but my Death : But, conti- 
nues HippolitOi I muft obey her, and fee how far 
her Injuftice will go. He was in a good Vein tb 
complain of his ill Treatment, and was about to 
have done it, as he had juft Provocation, when he 
faw afar off a Body of Horfe, which Fulvio affur'd 
him came with the Princefs of TtrentOj who de- 
figning to fee Hippolito, would, needs pafi by his 
Houie, in hopes to find him there. Alcho' the 
King had fent his Coaches for her, yet (be was re- 
lblv*d to make her Entry hito Naples on Horfehack. 
Prof per look'd as big upon his Prancer as a Holiday 
Hero, and being all over cover'd with Feathers, like 
to any Indian Monarch, rode by heir Hde. He en^ 
tertain'd the PriiKefs with a world of treble-refined 
Compliments, and every other moment fung fome 
amorous'Dittiestoher, very methodically, and like 
a Man of Art. Hippolito^ who was out efforts 
both as to his Mind and Body, would fain have de* 
clin'd feeing his Rival, as weQ as appearing before 
fo much Company ; but Matbilday who knew him 
afar off; becauie perhaps {he iaw Fulvio with him^ 

who 
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who had parted from .her fojately, to<^ up to him, 
and Proj^er aiid the r6ft irf* the Company did the 
* \\\t. mqthiida reproached iiippoh'to aiEcer the raoft 
obliging' liiannfer that could be, 'f hat b«ing her beft 
Friend, Jie had not done her the Honour to meet 
"her on the Road, as fome of the beft Quality of the 
City and Court had done. Eippolho protefted he 
Jiad never heard" of her happy Return till naw; 
and added, that'alrho' ne had known of ^it^'he ha5 
liot j)refiini*d io meet her, for fear iuch an piihappy 
Wretch as he might infe<a and difturb the put^lick 
Joy/-' MaihifJa amir'd him, he had effeaiialljr di- 
fturb*d hers, if flie had not been ib happy as to have 
met him; She conjur'd him to come and fhare in 
her good Fortune, ashehaddoi^e all^lgng in her 
Adveifityj and* added, Tliajt hayiijg a JDcfign to 
marry, becaufe Ihe had fouiid 6y- wjbful Experience 
that a young Princefs,Avithput eidier Father or Mo- 
ther, had occaficn for i liviflb^nd of Power and In- 
tereft to protfea her j and, th^t having caft her Eyes 
upon the Man Ihe cjefign'd tpim^ke^trince oiTaren' 
to, ihe dcfir'd him' to do her 'the-Honour to Wfift at 
her Wedding, whicjh ^e would not celebrate with- 
out himl' Profper^' .as having t^e principal tutereft 
in this Affair^ jpiiia his'Pir^ers to niofe of liis Mi- 
tlrels,'aod, contrary to his Cuft<^ni,fpoke abundance 
cf civ^ tHingrftohis Rival, pretendmg.to'|)e over* 
joy*dto have l^s, goodCompatiy, AocfpaUing un- 
happy Man interprets every thing to his Difadvan- 
tagc, as a fick Body,' beyond ajl Poffitility of Re- 
covery, turns the beft Aliments toPoyfon.. Hippb", 
Wo todktbe Civilities andobliging Worcfc dC Ma^ 
thilda^ as. ib many Cruelties fhe way minded to per- 
fccute hiip with : ,5He could 'not conceive how ihe 
could have fo hard a Hearty as^to make him be the 
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•SpeSator cjf her NuptiaiCeremonios : -Me cduld n6t 
tell what Anfwcr to make her, and therefore look*d 
oil her with Aftonifhmenr. The faithful Fulvh^ 
3whQ was as much dcaiidsdie^d as his Mafler, cursed 
.her heartily behind his Back, and whimpering him 
-in the Ear, defir-d him of all l^ove not to go, (we?« 
ring that "fhe was a Fury incarnate^ to dik him to fee 
her marriedito ./?r()/^^f. : In the mean time Mathil' 
-da redoubled her Petirion with ib mpch Importuni- 
ty, that HiffoUto was not' able to r^ufe complying 
•with her- She would have him that veryMinube 
•get up upon aHorfe Ihe had brought for him, ilhd* 
•perhaps it might fo happen at that fime^ that he 
was not Mafter of a pair of Boots. Thus- we fee 
Hifipolito tnounttdy very much out 6f Humour, 
and out of Counteiunoe, *by ij^tbildd^ ^fide, who 
frode between him and Frof^er. .Tfefe Pfincefi fiaFl 
■continued to talk -very obligingly m^m^ Ihe -exag- 
gerated the Obligations Ihe had to him, and emef- 
•tain'd the'Company with a Hecital of all the valiant 
-A6iions he had peiform'd, both againft the< Robbers 
that attack'd him in the Night, and againfi the 
Mo&rSy whom he atiadc'd in the Day, altho* they 
were much fupenorto hiitt in number', aild with but 
afmall Body of unejcperieuc'dPeft&iitB. -Shie was ii> 
terrupted by 'Profpi^j who with an Impeninence 
■peculiar to^hinftfelf indt needs aoqiaaintkei! widithe 
.Miracles of that femous Night in which Rcger v;^%^ 
taken, and with what Swiftneis he had purfued the 
abovc^mentiond CaKxtusy who vrts privy to the 
Correfpondence whidi that chief Minifter had kept 
with-the Enemies of thevState. Atatkilda did ndc 
beftow much Attention ^upon his Diftjourte, but ftiB 
.addrefs'd her felP to HifpolitOf akho* he fildom made 
•her any Aitfwer : But t^ffer^ • by telUng the feme 

Story 
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Story a hundred times over, made People to liflen 
to him whether thev would or 110 ; and whatever 
happened to be talk a of, he perpetually loaded the 
Converfation with the important Service he had done 
the King and Government by his f\itimto£Calixius, 
He had mortified the Company much longer widi 
this important Exploit, if the King had not appeared, 
attended by all the topping Perfons of both Sexes ac 
Court and City, Porffer^ to Ihew what a fine Fi- 
gure he made, rode towards the King, and .then, 
without knowing why or wherefore, rode - back a- 
gain to Mathilda with full as little Reaibn, and pre- 
lented her to hit Majefty, altho' there was no occa* 
iion for it. She was received by bim as well as ihe 
could deiire or expeft : He excus'd himielf for all 
his. ill Treatment of her, laying the Blame thereof 
upon Roger ^ and told her, that (to make her Ibme 
Reparation for the Injuries which, thro' the Inftiga- 
tions of this treacherous Favourite, he had done herj 
he now beftow'd upon her one of the beft Prefer- 
ments in the Kingdom. Mathilda thank'd his Ma- 
jefly with a great deal of Humility, but much more 
Wit : I wiU not here pretend to fct down any of 
the fine Compliments that her Gratitude fuggelied 
to her upon, this occafion ; I will only tell you, that 
they were admir'd, nay, and applauded, by all the 
Company, as I have been credibljr intbrm'd. Pro* 
fper interpofing to make Acknowledgments for her, 
only repeated what ihe had (iud before* In the 
mem time Irene rode up to UtPfoJito^ whom flic 
knew from behind, and feieing ner felf out of the 
King's fight, thr<?w her Arms about the Neck oi 
her dear Brother, who had mad^ her flied fo many 
Tears, and drew (bme from her now. HippoHtOj 
who lov'd kene as much as i:^ amUble a Siiler dc- 
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lerv'd, embraced her in fo tender a manner, that the 
light thereof was einough to fofien a Heart of Iron 
^r Marble, afccording as the Reader pleafes. The 
King, who mils'd irene^ and could not be long 
without her, l66k'd for her in the Crowd, and at 
length perceiving her with her Brodier, his amo- 
rous Impatience muft needs make him ride up to 
her. He did not receive Hip j>olito as a bareSub- 
je<a when ihe ptcfented him to his Majefly. Ma* 
ihilda, f'roffer^ and, in fiiort, all the Perfons of 
Quality iabout die King, oblerv*d that he talk*d to 
him aftei fuch a manner^ as made fome of the Poli« 
ticians in the Company then conclude, that this Ca^ 
yalier would make no little Figure at Court. But 
all the King's Smiles could not cure him of that 
mournful Air, which the Gaiety of his Rival liad 
occafion'd in him, who appeared as jolly and well 
fatisfied as if he had the whole World at his beck* 
All this while the Sun, who darted his Rays very 
fiercely upon this noble Company, warm*d moft dt 
their Heads delicioufly, but elpecially thofe that were 
bald : All the F lies from the Sea-fhore, the Gnats 
from the neighbouring places, thofe which theHor- 
fts belonging to the King's Retinue had brought 
along with them from N'afles^ and thofe which 
Mdihildd^ Horfes had brought with tjicm from 
more diihnt Parts; in fine, all thefe buzzing In-* 
^eOi^y which we may call the Parafites of the Air, 
incommoded their Faces exceedingly, tormented 
their Horfes cruelly; and thofe poor Tits were the 
moft exposed that had the leaft 1 ails to whiik about 
*eni. I muftovvn indeed, that the Umbrella's pro* 
tefled them a little from the Beams of the Sun, but 
not from the burning Reverberation of the Earth, 
or from the Clouds of Duft, with which the SifioU 
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and DiaJioU of the Lungs, commonly call*d liefpf* 
rntion, fill*d the Throats of all the Cpmpany, his 
Majefty not excepted. It{ a-word, the place was not 
tcn^le: but, to the great Coiifofcition of thofe who 
fufftr'd ipoft by the Sun and Fliesj the King, who 
was nev^r weary where Irene was, had not as yet 
told Mathilda all that he had a .ipijrid to telj her, 
and therefpre tajJcing loud enougl}' to be l^eard by 
thqfe'thatxvcre about him, be prbjHouncd the 'fol* 
JoWing numerifal individual Speech tocher, for it 
was faithfully repfegited to me word for word. 

* Beautiful Ptincefe ! after th? Perfecutipns yoit^ 
have fufler d from me, and ii) fome ines^fure b^ my 
Orders, and after all me Loffes you have fuftain'd, 
you would have little reafop tx> be iatisfied with 
rae, and I Ihoyld have* as XiyAi to be fiitisficd with 
my.felf, if i did not do all that Aay- inqay flower 
to Contribute as much to your flappijn^is as hither* 
to I have done t6 your. Mi^fojrturi^?. *Tis not 
enough that I have decUr'cJ you inoocent, tjiat 1 
have retlor'd to you all that was take^i from you j 
nay, that I have encreas*d your Fortune by my 
Favours, for if I don t fee you married to the 
Princp pf Salerno^ I do nothings }iy making you 
this Prefei;it of the Pxincc, \ acquit my felf in part 
of what I owe you ; and by rewarding him with fo 
beautiful a Lady, J think I have fufficiently requi- 
ted him for all the great Services he has done the 
State. Ah ! Sir, faid Mathilda^ let your Majefty 
take care, 4fhat while yQ,u intend to be iuft to roe, 
you be not/o to J^rofpeK Acknowledgment. has 
its^Exqels,. a'lP wejl ajs jtngratitude : You ^^11 not 
give P^pjpi^ all he deferves, in giv^ig him . only 
rfte J ancfin'giving me the gyeat ^nnce o? SalernOy 
you willgiye,me more than I defcrvc. J am as 

<well 
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wqll Satisfied with your Majefly as \\$ poffible fpr^ 
me to be ; and diefc laff Teuimonics of your Good-* 
ncfs, which I owe to my Misfortunes, render then^ 
fo (fear to me, -that they wiD be the moft agree- 
able things I can think of as long as I live. But^ 
Sir, continued Jhe^ fince your Majefty is fo religir 
ous as to pay what you think you' owe, atid fince a 
Subjeft ought to govern her felf by the gofoq 
Example of her Prince, will not your Majeily 
give me leave, now you have put me in a Capaci- 
ty to py my Debts, to do it immediately upoq 
the Spot, and pay otheis in the lame .Coin they 
have paid me. Draw near therefore, brave Hz^- 
paliiOy '^faidjhe to this Cavalier^ turning towards 
Mm) come and thank my Gratitude, after you 
have had fo much reafop to complain' of my^Uur 
kiiidnefi : I owe you a Love of many Years, which 
is not in the leah Irffen d by iny ill Treatment of 
you: I owe you, befides theExpcnces whereii| 
this conftant Paflion has engag'd you, and befide? 
the greateft part of your Eftate, which you have 
Ipent to fupport my Quarrel, and your fine Houfe, 
which was burnt all long of me ; I owe you, I lay, 
my Honour and my Life, that were both in dan- 
ger between the RdAers and the Moors ; and 1 
owe you likewife a Life, ^vhich you hazarded in 
n^ Deliverance. I wiil now take care to afcquit 
my felf, generous UifpoUto^' of aH thele ObUga-f 
tions' 5 but thofe I have to Pro/per^ beiiig of dx6 
oldeft date, are confequently the more prelnng, and 
muft be firft difcharg'd. HiPpoUto looked as pal6 
as Death at thefe laft Words dMathilday and' irar 
mediately tedden'd after he had looked pale. jPro- 
fper ffuird upon him, and gaz'd at Mdthildn with a 
very amorous Look, who Ipoke to him as fblfows,' 

• * * Prince 
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Prince of Salerno^ you would make me believe 
that you lov'd me from my Infancy, and indeed 
you have always treated me like an Infant : You 
made your felf to be fear'd by her, whom jou call d 
your pretty Miikels ; you have always amus'd her 
wiclKnne Compliments and Songs, or treated her 
with Reproaches and Reprimands, at the time 
when ihe expeded the mofi important Services 
from you. In fine, the gceateA Token of Love 
you ever gave me, was a Prefent of Ibme of your 
old Feathers, which I promised to keep for your 
lake, and have been as good as my Word. With 
tfiis Ihe took the Cap oflF her Head which Proffer 
had given her in the Days of Yore, and prefenang 
it to him, ^ At thq lame time, contmuedjhe, that I 
^ diicharge my Debt, by returning you the £ur 

* Words and Feathers you gave me, I beftow my 

* felf upon HifpolitOy and make him Prince of Jif- 
1^ rentOj to acquit my Obligations towards the moA 
' generous of all Men, whom I have always found 
' to b* a Man of Deeds, and not of Words. 

When flie had faid thefe Words, Ihc gave Prof Per 
his fatal Cap with one Hand, and with the otner 
took that of the delpairing HippoUtOj who from 
that happy Moment ceafedto be lb, and no. more 
dream'd of this unexpeaed Happinefe than Prof per 
did of being repay'd with his Cap. The King, as 
well as his Courtiers, was not a little furpriz*d at 
this fudden Change of the Scene, but /r^v^s great 
IntcreA with him, and the JuiUce as well as C^ne« > 
rofity o£ Mathilda*s A£Uon made him to approve it: 
Belides, die Commendations he beAow*d upon the . 
Princds, at the lame time, kept the Prince of Sdr 
hrno in his Duty, who blulhing with Shame and. i 
Confulion, could xiot tell how to behave himfelf, and 

we 
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vrt may fuppofe, had it not been for the Fear he lay 

trilder of di^ieaiing his Mafter, he would have quar- 

rel'd with Mathilda^ according to his ancient Cu- 

^fiom, in cafe the Intereft of Ms Fortune had not 

been too prevalent for his natural Arrogance. The 

-Xing took Vity on him, and prefenting Camilla to 

him, after he had talk'd a whUe in private with her 

and Irene y told Proffer ^ that fo beautiful a Lady, 

with all her own Charms and her Broths i?o|^rs E- 

fhte, might veiy well comfort him for the Lofi of 

Mafbilda. In the mean time all the Court Arove 

:who ihould be molt forward to congratulate this 

Princefs upon her juft Choice of HiPpolifOy and to 

afTure this happy Lover how overjoy d they were at 

his good Fortune. They were moft pkguily em- 

barrafs'd on both fides to fuid oiit Compliments to 

.anfwer every one, and wtYe forced to repeat the fame 

thinp over and ov^r again j ' but the King came very 

. luckily >to deliver them oat of this Trouble. ■ ^B^atK 

* tiful Princefs, fays he toMatbildajyou havetsiught 
^ me, that we ought to diicharge our Debts when we 
^ are able : I therefore acquit myfelf of the Debt I 

* owe to Irene's Beauty and Wit, and this Day make 

* her Queen of Naples*' This uiiexpeded Declara- 
tion of his Majefty furpriz'd, as we may imagine, the 
Company infinitely more than that of MaihildahdA 

' done. Irene throwing Her' {elf atTus'Feet, teiSfied 
to him, by her Refpefi and Silence, her Humility and 
Refignatipn. The King rais'd her up, kiffing her 
Hana, and from that very moment treated her as he 
would have done the greateft Queen in the World. 

■JVfl, tbefe . firange Adventures fo took up Peoples 

* Thoughts,' tiiat thofe that were moft incommoded by 
the Heat , complained no longer of it. In fttort , they 
turn*d back towards Naples ^ where all forts of Re- 

joicii^s 
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joicinge begdn^ .till all chi^igs were prepared Sjt the 

Jiiti%s Marriage, who caus'd that of Jiiffolito and 

Mafhild^^ a« likewife that of Prof per ana Camilla^ 

jicbe d^terr'di to the end that theiame Day might 

be QgnaUz'd by three fuch illufirious Weddings. 

The Kiiig never repemed of chufing Irene for his 

Wife.: maibilda^vfho was of fo loving a Temper 

that ihe lov'd froffff more than he deferv'd, for no 

other re{|fi)n;tban becaofe he happened to be lov'd by 

•her $rfl, yet hv'dHiff^iio exceeditigly, who for his 

: part lov'd her as much when a Hufband^ as he had 

.do^e vfbcn a Gallant. Only Camilla liv*d unhappily 

.wkh Frcfffr* She durft not re&fe him, for fear of 

. oJfending the King, who had pMiiifli'd Hoger only 

.with liaililhment ; and lim, to fave her Brothers 

Lifey (he rendered her.owA'^neaiie, being married 

• to a covetou^ impertinent^ jealous Prinoe, who, while 

Jie li v'd, .wais. tb^ Scorn and Lau^ter of theODurt of 

Naftle^k 
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LETTERS 

• • ... '.^,i. .... 

, i«,E X/jT ^'R !•• , 

"T O U have not a better Friend upon the 
If^'ace of the Eatth than Fanae. If you 
knew hoxy majiy eeod Offices Ihe daily 
- "3ote yoii\o^hcte-ic?tihe.^s,youtvouM 
'-' ""^^ '- ''o\)M p\i\)^^ k Aouj&ttcf Obligatiom to 
'^ her. Ev^-fiftce i!h?'City of X)rte^s ' hai beep ta- 
;\eiY-^-^ by a,y6):di^Printefs, attehaea'by ^b0^ 
teflfes, Vvfio ^^onS: give the' Wafl t6 any fw6 C(Mirib 
itiChriJltHObmy this cveriaftif^gl^bbter has detfrted 
' dl the World with iht itecital oF'yOur , Exploits : 
. Btl 'tis t^tded on dl hkrtdli, .thij: '^i^\ito)(ieible ^r 
her to tm, too nnidh hT the^ ; *fl) ?rf ui^ ?ctf • jeaxre 
htitb Vrtttle is Ihc^pktafes/arid nfot^ tdjjlroach ter 

for 
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for being guilty of the Sin of Repetition. I con- 
fcfs, the A£don was noble and hcroick, and my Mufc 
lies under-a-vident Temptatien to try how fhe can 
cdebrate ic, tlio' I h^ve laid an Injunfiion upon ha 
to be mute as long as I live. How, in the Name 
of Wonder ! What ! fc^le a City !, I dcfie our fic^ 
cell Heroes to do more than you, illuftrious He- 
roines ; even Cloriftda and Camilla couid not have 
behav'd themfelves more bravely at the Aflault than 
your felf ihd Madam de 'Frontikac : ' You Tare two 
bold-fpirited Amazons^ and I will maintaui you to 
be fudh, not only in France^ but all over the Uni- 
vcrfe. fJcithci la fJire^ PoiOfty n5r the Gallant 
BuHoisy Turve oarriedf their<5k)r^ -ferthet by. follow- 
ing the Steps of the old Maid of Orhan^^ that was 
burnty than you have.a.oquir'd Reputation by imita- 
ting the modern one, who burns all that behold her : 

Her charming Eyes inflame ih^ Nation^ 
Andc0uf(i:A,gef^ralC^fi6gfatio9f^. '] 

Inlhort, let the great Prince, who will.ma^ her 

x:hange her Name one of theft Days,, be as biavc as 

hie ^eafes^ I queftion hot but all the Wprld -will 

own, that the jUdy is in ^U relpeds as good as the 

llom; nay,, 4 dare jalqaoftfwear,., before I hmfeen 

\AmieriGay i^hither my Pog^f a Delliny iral'lend 

.me in inj, Jtatte?* ^D^ysjj' tbaj: at 01 Jf cgmii^g there I 

^ihaU'Jii^ ihtjndians jtaUi iff, the noWeExploits 

which her iriconyparabK Royal' Highiiefs, "attended 

' by her brave JUepteniuit-GeiOipcals 1ia%perfoDSi'd for 

. the Party. , ,1 would expatiate wgon thb Argument 

^. bojh it? Ya*?: ^^^>^^hi^ ^ cdncern'd njy felf at 
'^^in'ih^j^Sls^ and befidcs,. it woiid 

.Jk^k.ill|tt|u4fcanjp^^ Ismy to 
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pretend to meddle with any gay SubjeSs. My mean- 
ing therefore in Writing to you now, is only to 
thank your Ladyfhip for being fo kind as to re* 
member my laft Petition 5 for which I Jhall be o- 
blig'd to you as long as I live, tho* the Bufineli 
does not fucceed. I am^ 

Your Ladyjhifs mo ft humble 
and moft obedient Servant ^ 

. Scarron. 



LETTER II. 

Xo Madamoifeffe de Nevillan. 

Madamj 

AUho in the common Language of the World 
we ufe to fay Danui'd Poets and Poor Crip- 
ples, yet certainly there's nothing like being one 
of the two or both ; fince with thefe unhappy Qua- 
lities,! have deferv'd aLetter fiomMadam deNevillan^ 
However I will be fo wife as not to boaft of this 
Favour ; for if I Ihould, every Coxcomb in Towii 
would fall a writing Verfes, tho* he had no Ge- 
nius for em, and your Ladyfliip would be perpe- 
tually perfecuted by thefe wretched Rhimers. In 
the next place, a World of our well Ihap'd Beaus 
would immediately break their Legs and Arms to 
put themielves in the fame Predicament with me, 
and that would really be a pitiful Sight ; yet aftec 
they had done fo, perhaps you would not write 

M to 



24* SeleB Letters 

dto them, ai)d that wodd b^ the Devil and all (^ a 

' Dlfappointment. For this reafi>n Iwiil not thank 

you id Pubiick for the obliging Letter you were 

pleased to write to me. I (xdf beg you to believe 

I ihaU always be obU^'d to you for it, and that 

Ji an;^ 

MaJam, 

Your moji humhk, 

axdmoji ohedientServ/ifif^ 

Scarron. 



L E T T E R IH. 

To Madam de St. Denis, a Nun. 

I'Madam, 

TH E Prefent you made me is very pretty, but 
the Letter you fent infimtdy more. I am re- 
;iblv*d to wear your Bfacelets on all Days of Cere* 
mony, and will carefully j^ferve your Letter a- 
Hiong my richeft Curiofities. But 'tis not enough 
to thaiik you in Profe, I muft do it likewife iii 
¥eife. 

Ymr Prefect, Fair Nuhj 
Has ydur Vajfdl undone. 
Ih niy forrop) I fay it. 
He can never repay it ^ 
This 1 flainl J declare y 
^i jouU force me to fijotar^ 
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U^hj^ hi Fevers attack mej 
Or. Kheimatifm rack me. 
If this won t faffice, '7 

You fome Oath mufl devife^ S- 
Of a terrible Size» S 

Let it be what it ty/7/, /// fwear like a Dragon. ' 
Or Gamefter that hfes^ and has not a Ra^ on. 

The Spirit of Vcrfifying being Ipciit, I return 
to ;my Profe^ to tell you. that I am^ 

Madanty 
Your moft bumble Servant ^ 

Scarroa 



LETT E R IV. 

To Mmjmt Sarrazin.- 

YOU raoft certainly have little or no Bufineft 
upon your Hands in your Kingdom of Eoar^ 
deawfj fince you cc^defcend to write to fcrch a 
mean Fellow as I am ; or elfe Madam de Vigat 
has got entire Pofieflion of your Heart and Soul, 
fince you could pat your felf to the Expence of fo 
many Lines, to. let me know what famous Exploits, 
Ihe h^ pcrtbrm'd in Peace and War, For my 
part, if ihe be fo handfome^ as you fiiy ihe is^ I 
muft freely own, that I would much rather break 
my Leg, than have known her when I was 

M 2 able 
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able enough to lead up a Country-dance ; and I 
would advife you, dear Friend of imne, not to 

^meddle there, fince you have not much time to lofe. 
But after all, is not this Miracle of Beauty purely 
fram'd in your own Imagination ? For you tell me 
fuch ftrange Stories of her, that 1 proteft I fliould 
not believe 'em, but that I know you too well to 
think you would fay fo many fine things for no- 
thing. Till you thought fit to undeceive us, 'twas 

•tui Article of Faith with us at Parisy that nothing 
at Bourdeaupe xvas 4:apahle to Inlpire JLove but M. 

Jaujonet : ~ 

Whofe fmiViKg Looks and charming Air^ 
' The Hearts of all Ihi^ Nymfbs enfnare. 

IBut fince we have read your Letter, we may eafily 
believe, that if Madam de Vjger makes a right Ufe 
of her Charms, ihe will at leaA make as many 
Slaves, as GuyonethsLs made unhappy Damfels, and 
will abundantly revenge her felf upon the poor Men^ 
:for all thofe Ravages which that dangerous Hero 
of Bourdeaux has made on her own Sex. But tell 
me, dear Friend of mine, fairly and honeftly tell 
«me, Are you not afraid to make one of thofe Slaves, 
'you that pretend to be fuch a Servant to Love ? As 
<^or me^ were I now what you tell me you are, 

— — Qualis eram ^hona 
Sub re^no Cynare — — 

• « 

-and ^ere at this preient writing upon the Banks of 

^he Garonney where Ihe makes ^o many Flowers 

ipring under her Feet, it would — let me fee — . 

it would at ieaft coA me two or three thouland In* 

quietudes 
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Siietudes, feven or eight hundred Jealoufies, the' 
evil and all of rcftl'els Nights and uneafie Dhjs,- 
' and numberlels Tuns of Tears ; for, you muft know, 
I have as good a knack at Crying as any Man in the^ 
World, nay, eveii as your felf, tho' you can cry like' 
to any Prieft in a Z>«f-Sermon. But to return to* 
Madam de Vigffr: *Tis a thoufand pities fhe is wifer' 
than Solomon : To my Knowledge, there are abun-- 
dance of Men in the World that would be content^ 
with all their Hearts, to be as great Fools for her, as 
the Queen of Shehtj was for the aforefaid King of' 
yerufdent. For inflance your humble Servant, who- 
does not pretend to be fo wife as the Son of Beer-^ 
Jbehdy as Ihe it feems tells you I am, tho' for my" 
part, I think her tti\ times more amiable than the 
Queen of Sheha, would immediately ride Poft to 
Bourdeaux to Jee her, if I went to Bareg?Sj as I 
defign'd ; but a confounded Planet, that breaks all* 
my Meafures, will force me, in my own defence, to 
fet fail for America within this Month- What tbr-~ 
tifies me in this Refolution, is, that we are eternal-- 
ly plagued here in Town with a new Crop. of Sots^' 
who call themfelves Platonifts forfooth, and are con^ 
tinually plaguing us with their damn'd airy Do* 
flrines. They no longer trouble their Heads to en-* 
quire whether a Man is a Man of Honour or Worth,, 
and fo forth j but, whether he is a Wit of the new 
Stamp, and can talk Platonicdlj, I don t doubt 
but we Ihould foon fee thefe Platonick Rogues hoot-^ 
ed out of the World, were it not that fome of the 
mofl confiderable among; 'em give out, that they are 
countenanced by a certain great Pruicefs, whoft Wi& 
in truth is equal to her high Rank, otherwife thefe 
refined Phtonifts^vfith a Vox to 'em, had been hife'd 
off the Stage long before now. Thus^, pay moft wit- 

M 3 ty 
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ty Friend, I have laid before you my Reaibns why 
l.am refolv*3 to go to the Weft- Indies : I have been 
tempted too, for a thoufaiid Crowns, to enter my 
felf in our new JVeft* India Company, which is go- 
ing to fettle a Colony within three Degrees of the 
Line, upon the Banks of the OriVana and the Orod^ 
noque : So adieu Fra^tce^ adieu FartSy adieu ye She* 
Devils ill the Shape of Angels, adieu ye Mewi^eSy 
ye Sarrazinsy and ye Marignies. I take my leave 
of Burlelque Verlc, of Comedies, and comical Ro- 
mances, to 2f> to a happy Climate, where there are 
110 afiefted Beamc^ no godly canting Rafcals, no In- 
quiiition, no Rheumatiims to cripple^ nor no con- 
founded Wars CO flarve me. 



L E T T E R V. 
7^ Madam de Sevigny. 

I Have liv d the moft iegular Life in the World, 
and have taken as much Care of my felf as a 
dying Pftpe could do, and all in Obedience to the 
Commands you were jpleas'd to lay upon me, not to 
die till you had feen me« But, Madam, widi aH my 
Care and Caution, I find my felf a dying, out of the 
impatient Defire I have to fee you* If you had bel- 
ter confider'd your own Strength and mine, you 
would never have put me upon lb unrighteous a 
Tafl:. You Ladies, forfootb, with your Charms 
and other Merits, imagine you have nothing to da 
but command, and carry all before you ; but we,pnor 
Wretches, cannot difpofe of our Lives juil as you 
would have us. In my Opinion now, you may con* 

teiic 
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tent your felves to kiH thofe Gentlemen that fee you 
fboner tha» they defire, without obliging thofe to 
live who are deprived of your fight, as long as you de- 
fire it. . . You may e'en thank your felf if I cannot 
obey this firft Command of yours, fince you have 
haften'd my Death ; tho' one would have thought, 
that to pleafe your Ladylhip I Ihould have had as 
good a Stomach to live a hundred Years as any Man 
alive. But, Madam, can you not chanu;e me this 
kind of Death ? For, if you could, you d iiifinkely . 
oblige me. Thefc foolilh Deaths, that come from 
Love and Impatience^ arc by no means proper for 
one of my Age, much lefs are die things I have a 
Fancy for ; and if I have wept a hundred times in 
my Life- for thofe unhappy Gentlemen that died of 
thefc Diftempers, prly confider how lamentably I 
ibali bewail my felf, who take it for granted I ihall 
die this pretty land of Death. But 'tis impoflible 
for a Man to avoid hi? Dediny ^ and whether I had 
been youi" Neighbour, oiliv'd athoufand Miles from , 
you, 'tis all one, for 1 am feted to receive my Death's 
Wound from you. What comforts me, is, that if I 
had feen you, my Death had been ten times more 
cjuel than now 'tis like to be. I am informed on all -• 
hands, that you arc a very dangerous Perfon, and, . 
that thofe who look upon you, without diireGare^ 
grow fick upon'c immediately, and are- not long-*- 
av'd. Therefore, Madam, 1 will keep to the Death 
you have allotted me, and forgive you t^ it with • 
all my Heart. Adieu, Madam, I die your moft obe- - 
dient Servant ; and 1 pray to Heaven your Divep- 
fions in Bretagne may not be fpoil'd, by any Re- 
morfe of ConfcieiKe, for killing an honeft Fellow 
that never did you any harm : . 

M4 At 
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Jt lea ft remember^ fair Ingraie^ 
That if I die before I fee you^ 
Heavn knovts it is no Fault of mine. 

Thefc are none of the beft Rhimes, that's the Truth 
on't, but at the Hour of Death a eood Chriftian ra- 
ther thinks of Dy hig well, than Rhiming fb. 



LETTER VI. 

3t the Marquefs of Villarccauxl 

FO R the Difcharcc of my poor Confcicncc, I 
am oblig'd to tell you, Your Lordlhip did not 
know what you did, when you offered me your 
Friendlhip, and demanded mine in exchange. As 
much accuftom*d as you are to do generous A£ls, yee 
your wilhing well to fuch an unfortunate Fellow as 
I, is a ftrain of Charity more dangerous to put in 
execution than you would imagine : For my part, I 
fee but very little for you to hope, and a great deal 
to fear, tho' I am never fo great a Gainer by the 
4 Bargain. This, and nothing in the World elfe, 
coft Armentiertfs his Life in the Days of Yore; and 
'other Week poor Haucourty not to mention to 
you the Lord knows how many more, whom I cou*d 
name, but you don't know them, who all died fud- 
denly, and before their Tiriie, for no other rcafon, 
but becaufc they had a Kindnefs for me. Wou*d 
you have me cite you other Examples, to convince 
you that my Unhappinefs is contagious ? Know 

thexi 
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then, that Cardinal Xichelieu died within a Month 
after I had the Honour fo be introduced into his 
Company. The late Prince -of Orange no fooncr 
ftiew'd an Inclination to be kind to me, but he fell 
ill of the Small-pox, which carried him off. The 
Prefident de Mejme fell immediately into a Con-- 
fumption, after ne had given himfelf the trouble to 
vifit me in my Quarters three Srory high. In Ihort, 
my Fricndlhip is fo certain to hurt, and that fpee- 
dily too, that I can't for the Heart of me unriddle 
how our new Cardinal de ReXx, came to be promo- 
ted to the Purple, again ft Wind and Tide ^ as the 
Saying is, at the time when he was fo indiicreet» 
as to tell all the World he had an Efteem for mc.. 
Now, after all thefe fatal Inftances, if you are re- • 
lblv*dto honour me with your Heart, I furrender^ 
ray felf, Body and Soul, to your Difcretion. I am . 
not fiich a Coxcomb as to refufe Happinefs when it 
is proSer'd me, or to flight the Friendlhip of a • 
Perfon whom I paffionately love, as well upon the- 
fcore of his own Ihining Qualities, as my own na- 
tural Inclinations. However, I can't help pitying ; 
you exceedingly; for ojice more I muft tell you, that 
I am the unluckieft Devil in the Univerfe, and a ^ 
certain Fore-runner of Mifchief where-ever I come. ^ 
I will tell you more of this matter to-morrow, at 
Madam de Lenclos\ whither I will come in aChair*- 
about Dvinerirtime, &c. 

Your moft humble ^ and 

moft oiedieni Servant j 

Scarron. ^ 
M'5 ^ LET--' 
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LETTER VII. 

To the Queen of Ssveden. 

Jkfadamy 

TO offer your Majcfty a iPlay of ray own compo* 
fing, is to make you aPrefent unworthy of your 
Merit and QuaKty ; bvit 'ris my Opinion, every Man 
ought to be tax'd according to his Eftare, toward* 
the payment of that Tribute, which all our preftnt 
Writers are oblig'd to pay to you. The Authors of 
the Auguftaan Age paid the fame Tribute in Verfe 
and Profe to that Patron of Wit Mecanaiy of happy 
Memory, whom your Majefty knows much better 
than my felf, by the Teftimony of all the Poets, to 
have been a very generous gallant Perfon. But not- 
withflanding all the Noife his Name has made in 
the World, he has no other Advantage over your 
Majefly at prefent, than that of being bom before 
you 5 and I durft lay every Farthing I hafye in the 
Kingdom of Parnajfus^ that your Majefly would 
have carried away ali his Pra£lice from him, and 
mide him as angry, as the Great Guftavti^s your Fa- 
ther would have made his Matter Auguftuiy if he 
had been but to difpute the Empire of the Univerfe 
with him. But, Madam, if fo Inconfiderable a 
Wretch as I am may be allow'd to put a few Quefti- 
ons to fo great a Queen as you arc. Does not your 
Majefty find your felf fometimes incommoded by 
being fo great a Heroine ? Even extraordinary Me- 
rit has its Inconveniences^ and thofe fokmn Trifles 
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, csdl'd Eft files Dedicatorj^vfh\<Ai we Poets, fbrfooth, - 
would pairn for Incenie opon the Perlbns whom we 
pretend to Deifie, are not always of the lame Value, ^ 
n<Mr haye they the fime Eflfea. Some of thefe Drugs 
make a mighty Smoke, but do not perfume ; and ^• 
indeed I am not Prophet enough to foretell whether' 
what I now offer to your Majefty will pafs in your 
Court for right Spnnijh^ or common E^ence.' The 
late PriiKCof Or^^jy thought orherwile of it, and > 
found it to anfwcr : If your Majefty likes it, pray 
don't be fparing of it. I fliall foon haye a Recruit, 
and will keep it for your ufe, whom all the World 
unanimoufly^owns tofurpafs in Merit all the Princes 
of former Ages, to eclipfc all thofe of the prefent, - 
and to be the beft Example for all that come after 
you to copy. This is as true, as that I am, with the^ 
profoundeft Humility, 

YoWT'Majefij'r 
mofi obedient Servant^ '■• 



s- 



LE T T E R VIH. 
To^ — — 

YOU are taken ill of a Tertian Ague ; if it •" 
turns to a Quartan, we muft e'en expciS to be ' 
plagued with it all this Winter ; for you need not - 
queftion but it will torment me as much as your felf. 
Pray be (o kind as »to inform me how many Fits we 

hayc - 
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have already had, and what the Phyficians lay to 
them, for you have them firft, and *tis a very odd 
Bufinefs, upon my Word, that you ihould know all 
my News four or five Hours before I my felf do. 
*Tisa Sign I have a good Opinion of my Strength, 
fince, mortified thus by my own Diftempers, I can 
afford to bear fo great a Share in yours. I don't 
know whether I had not done much better to have 
flood upon my Guard againft you the firA time 1 faw 
you : 'Tis plain, I ought to have done it, if we arc 
tojudgeof Things by their Events. But, who the 
duce would have thought that a young Lady would 
difturb the Repofe of an old Fellow, and prove fuch 
a Thorn in my Side, as to make me lament my un- 
Kiitd Deftiny, becaufe I am not in a condition to 
revenge my Quarrel upon her. Jeftine apart, I know 
you are very ill, but don't know whether the People 
•about you take fuch Gare of you as they ought. 
This Inquietude not a little augments my Concern 
to fee you fo mihappy, and my felf fo incapable of 
doing you any Service. 

While you all naked in four Bed 

Thofe wanion roguj jSreafts 
Where Cupid does recline his 

Andfleefs his happy Hours away. 
Itofs and tumble till the Morn ^ 

1 fafs the Ni^ht in refilefs Sighs ; " 
The God of Sleep my Prayrs does ft orn^ 

And from my weary Eyelids flies. 

And all this I fufier, forfooth, for loving you more 
than I thought to do. . Good Heavens ! that I 
fhould not only love you, but, like a Sot, doat on 
you fo vainly ! . Od's life, how comes this about, 

. thjt 
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that every Moment of the Day I flioqld loag to go 
to PotBoUjf tho' the Weather be fo cold, that Bears 
in their Ruffian Furs would fcarce venture to peep 
abroad ? Is not this downright Conjuration ? Re- 
turn, Madam, for Heaven s fake, return, fince I am 
fuch a Milkfop as to dilquiet my felf for your Ab^- 
fence. Lidced I ought to know my felf better, and 
to confider that 'tis Plague enough for me to be a 
Cripple from Head to Foot, without being bedevil'd 
with that curfed Difeafe, which out new Weekly 
BiUs call, Tha Imfaiience io ffe yoH* Tis a con- 
founded Difeafe, that's certain. Don't I fee how it 
racks and perfecutcs poor M— — , becaufe he cannot 
fee you fo often as he would, altho' he fees you eve- 
ry Day in the Week. He writ to me like a Man in 
Dcfpair, and I dare engage to you, that this very 
minute I am talking to you, he's among the Damn'd; 
not becaufi: he's a Heretick, tbut for loving you, and 
that's enough in all Confcience. However, Madam, 
you ought at laft to put a ilop to your Conquefis, and 
fuiFer poor Mortals to live in Peace. 

Command tbofe E^es to have off killiagj ^ 
If to ohlige Mankind you re willhg. 

'Twere happy for you, fair Lady, that you had 
nothing to do with me, for I ihali certainly be even 
with you. Perhaps you hugh at thefe Menaces, but 
know, imperious Fair, that Men will never be wan- 
ting to affc t their Rights where the Publick is con- 
cern'd. What 1 can you find' no better Imployment ' 
than to kill and murther poor People ? Tell me, 
my charming Tomentor, are you zCbriftian .^ Sec 
your Hand to your Heart, and refolvc me this Qiic- 
iUon. You are a Turk^ upon my Hoiiour^ I know 

it 
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it fiiB tirdl, and one of the worft fort of Turks too : 
Your Turks of the better fort are a good-natur'd ho- 
n«ft People, and delight in Works of Charity ; but 
I know, by Experience, that you are of a diflPerent 
Xemper, and would not do the leaft Ad of Good- 
nefe for an Empire^ even to thofe that love you as 
tieir Eyes : therefore I muft bluntly tell you, you 
are not worth a Farthing, altho* your Outfide be one- 
of the fineft in the Wond,- and you are made up of 
a thou&nd good and pretty Ingredients. No one 
conlirms theXruth of the Proverb fo weU as yo«r 
felf. That all is n$t G&hf that gUflers.- In fliort, 
you are as much a Devil as you are Bur : But, after 
all ({ee what it is to be beautiful} no Man loyes 
and honours you more than 

Toiir mo ft hHmhleyand 
moft ohediemt Servant^ : . 



^..u^ 
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Sir, 

IHave been infbrnv'd by Monfieur du'Pm' with * 
what Generofity and Readinefs yon offer'd to do 
me any good Services ifrith the King, which you 
may exped to fiicceed in, for a thoufend Reafons 
that fhafl be namele^ : But if I ihoeld fulB^r you to 
:' ^ com-^- 



^ 



combat my ill Fortune, that has hitherto perfecuted 
me, I am afraid you'd hare the Diiferisfeaion to 
fee your fee your felf once in your Life difappointed 
in your Generous Deligns. For thisConfideration . 
I would advifcyou not to pretend to oppofe my un- • 
lucky Deftiny ; however, I have all thofe Obliga^ - 
tions to you for your kind Offer, which a Man ought - 
to have, who has fcarce the Honour to be known 
to you, who never did you the leaft Service; who is 
incapable to do you any, and to whom, notwithflan- 
ding all this, you have offer d your Proteftion. This 
uncommon flrain of Generofiry is Xo peculiar to you, 
that as far as I could know you by your Reputation, 
I fhould immediately have giiefs'd it to come from 
ycu, tho' M. du Fin had conceafd your Name. I- 
have a particular Veneration for thofe Perfoiis th^t 
referable you, and am vex d that the little time I 
have to live will hinder mi from knowing all your 
Hiftory, which I would have ftudied with as much 
Satisfadion as I have done that of the moft illuftri- 
ous Men. Akho* Nature never cut me out for a 
good Courtier, yet am I one of thofe Perfons to 
whom the greateft Men in the Kingdom have of- 
teneft made liberal Promifes,artd ofteneft broke their 
Words, However, neither this Misfortune, nor a 
thoufand others that attend me, Ihall hinder me 
from being very welllatisfied with my Fate, while 
you believe I am with the utmoft Refpe^a, 

Your moft humble^ and 
moft ohdient Servant ^ 

§c.arron* . 

LET. 
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LETTER X. 
'To 



WH. Y how now, Madam ! You are a Lady, of 
the raofl quarreHbme Temper I ever met 
with : Had you not fbmt other good Qualities to 
balance this Sad, upon my Word 1 fliould lead but 
an uneafie Life with yoj. A very pretty BuHnefs 
this ! to have all this Noife and Clutter about one s 
Ears, becaufe I was once worfe than my Word : 
Why, Madam, I can break my Word with you a 
hundred times over, and yet not love you a jot the 
Ids. Be fatisfied, I love, my Friends fo violently, fb 
terribly, and all that, that 1 am e'en afham'd on t j 
but then I muA inform you at the fame time, that 
there are fome fmall trifling Inconveniences to fiifier 
from me. In the firft place, I am as lazy as the 
Devil ; and, to convince you what I fay is true, 
*iis out ot pure Lazinefc I cannot fiir to my Cabinet 
to look out the Veries I promised you, altho' I have 
as great a Defire to do it as your felFcan, however 
will do it aaon. When you rail at me next for this, 
you fliall fee with what a Chriftian Patience I will 
bear it, and then will leave you to judge, whether I 
am not at lead good to be rail'd at, tho' I am good 
for nothing elfe. Your Nephew need not give him- 
ielf the 1 rouble to fet us «t variance, for you and 
I will make a fliift to quarrel between our felves like 
two Furies, without anybody's interpofing ; but then 
>vt'U be Fr|ends again in a Minute^ and that will be 

a di- 
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a diverting Scene. Adieu^ Madam, I am your moft 
humble, and moft obedient Servant, or may the old 
Gentleman in black hurry me to his Dominions* 



LETTER XL 

To the Bifiop of Mans. 

MyLordy 

IAm not dead, Heaven be praised for it^ as your 
eight Canons are, whofe Prebends you have 
difpos'd of, and yet you have been fo free with 
your humble Servant, as to give away mine. I 
Ihould be heartily concerned if they were no more 
^ead than L am ; not but that I love my Neigh* 
bours very wellj, but if they were not dead, 
MonH Coftar and TEjleey who perhaps are flill my 
Friends, would not be Arch-Deacons and Dea- 
cons. I can't tell how I camtf to fiumble upon this 
Word ferhnps* Perhaps I had not us'd ir, if I had 
thought better of the matter. The next time I do 
my felf the Honour to write to you, I will have a 
tbul Copy by me, becaufe I will do nothing againft 
my Confcience. But, to return to my rrebcnd, 
fince you have given it away, you ought to give me 
another in recompenfe, nay, tho* it were only to 
make' me amends for lofing ^o much Time in relying 
ufon the Promifes of your late Uncle, of happy 
Memory, and no Performances. I need not inform 
you what you are to do ; but if I were in your Place, 
1 would beftow. a good Benefice upon one that wou'd 
be in mine ; for 1 know you never want Means to 
make Vacancies, without offending againft good 

Man- 
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Maiinecfr ^ as an Eunudi did whole Name 'm&Mor* 
tier J. Unde to the Abbot of Evrtm^ and who wa» 
himit]£ oi Jktarjmufti&r ', I done mean Eunuch^ 
but Abbot. This Jewel of a Monk poifon d a fcore 
of Priors once at a Dinner, and rfiereupon writ z 
Treatife, entitled^ A Method to make Benefices 
za ant J publiih'd by the Right Reverend Father in 
God, fuch a one, £?r. *Tis a great Sign I grow old, 
when I fet up for a Teller of Stories : But the 
Clock has ftruck Twelve, and the Lavardin^y who 
are great Talkers, don t love thofe that talk as mud) 
as themfelves ; and as fdr my felf, I am one of die 
gr«iteft I'alkers I know. For this Reafbn there^ 
fere, and becaufe I writ this Letter only to tell it you, 
I wiB conclude. However, \ will maJte boM to add, 
that now you are in the Kingdom of your Fathers, 
you ought to remember my Friend Menage^ who 
with all \m Merit and Learning, has got. but littW^ 
Preferment in the Church, and you would do well 
to give him a Lift. I bethink my felf likewiie, 
•hat I have forgot to*' flourifti my Letter here and 
there with as mzny /kty Lords- as are due to a Pre- 
late, but I will avoid this Fault for the future, and 
never write lo you without having a foul- Copy by 
me* Iafii| 

MyLordy 

Your moft hurdle and' 

moft obedient Servanfi 

ani what's more^ 

YsMr dutifulCanofgy^ 

Scarron. 
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LETTER XII. 

"to his Eminence my Lord Cardinal de Retz. 



Y 



My Lordy 

OU have made me rich iii Ipite of Fortune, 
by getting your felf made a Cardinal in ipite of 
your Enemies. I hazarded all I was worth in the 
World, that you would be advanced to this Dignity; 
and if I have to do with Gentlemen of Honour, fhall 
be worth half as much again as I was before, i 
pray God you may be able to fay the fame, and lee 
his Providence bring it about as he ihall think moil 
convenient. 'Tis likely he will do it all at once, 
and your new Purple will fboDy I hope, be iuppor<» 
ted by every thing neceilary to its Grandeur, to con- 
vince the World, that the Hand which made Am^ 
ioife and Richelieu Cardinals, has not yet (hewn all. 
ic is able to do. I hope we ihall in a fhort time 
have the Satisfa^ion of feeins this come to pais. In 
the mean time, my Lord, I humbly entreat you tOr 
believe, that iii France^ in the Indies^, or wherefo-^ 
ever my ujifercunate Deftiny fhall carry me, I wjllt 
always be, with the utmoft Zeal and Refped, 

I 

Your Eminence's 
mo ft humble and 
mofi ohedient Servant^ 

Scarroiu 

LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

To the Duke of Retz. 

My Lord, 

YO U take a Pleafure perhaps in beLig. Gene- 
rous, but pray be undeceived. 'Tis the great- 
eft Plague can happen to a Perfon of (Quality, wh^i 
he is fo indifcreet as to beftow any Favours on 
fiich an unfortunate Felfow as I am. 'Tis not e- 
nough with us Authors to be once oblig'd, we are 
importunate Dtins to our Patrons as long as we 
Kve. *Tother Day you gave me Vvitures Works, 
and am not I an impudent Felbw now to aft you 
a thing of fo greater Importance ? I know fomc 
Lords in the World that would immediately change 
colour upon thefe Words, but the Duke of HetZy 
t am perfuaded, will read 'em without any dread ; 
and I dare engage, he is as impatient to know 
what I am going to beg of him, as I am confi- 
dent I Ihali obtain it. The Matter, in (hort, is 
as follows. A young Gentleman of my Acquain- 
tance, who at twenty Years of A^e has fought 
twenty Duels, and all as noble as that of the Hora* 
Hi aiid Curiatiiy and who is as wife as valiant, 
has kill'd an impudent Scoundrel that forc'd him 
to fight him. Now he cannot get his Pardon out 
of Parisy and by his good Will wou'd be in Se- 
curity there, becaufe he hath a natural Averfion to 
hanging. I could make a fhift to find him a Lodg- 
ing at a certain Priiice's Palace, but then he would 
ran the riique of ftarving ther^ j now I humbly 

coil- 
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<:onceive, Famine is rather worfe than the Gal- 
lows. If you will be pleas'd to afibrd him San6hi- 
ary in your Houfe, I know he will have no rea- 
son to fear either one or the other; and befides, 
'twill be no little Satisfadtion to you, to have pro- 
tefted a young Gentleman of his Merit. This is 
not all, for you'll take the greateft Pleafure in the 
World to fee hkn fiiuff the Candles with a Piftd, 
as often as ypu have a mind to fee that Pafiimc. 
As you are the moft generous Perfon living, I 
don't doubt but youU thank me for giviiig you fo 
handfbrae an Occafion to exercife your Generofi- 
^ty, and for my part I.promife it fliall not refl here j 
for as fbon as ever you have granted me this Far 
vour, I will every Day importune you to employ 
your own Intereft and that of your Friends to ob- 
tain his Pardon. The Burlefque Mufe will not be 
iilent of fuch a Kindnefs, but will endeavour to ihew 
Jier .Gratitude, tho* till now ihe never engag'd in 
^n Afiair of this Nature. I aik you a tnouland 
Pardons for the length of this Letter i and as o& 
Jten kifi your iair Hands, or fuch as they are. Oblige 
-ivith a few Lines, 

My Lord^ 

Your moft hunibU and 
moft oiedteat ServMt, 

S. 
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LE T T E R XIV. 

To the Queen qf Sweden. 



I 



Have fent your Majefty fome of my Works, 
which perhaps yoa hare not yet feeii. If you fnid 
^iiy thing in them to pkafe yoo, I (hall be as glad 
as 'tis poffifale for a Man to be, who after he has 
had the Honour of feeing you, is now fo unhap* i 
py as to be deprived of that Hefl[ing. Nothing was 
wanting to compleat the Calamities of my Life, 
but that I fhould affift my felf at your Majefly's 
Abfence, and at the feme time envy all thofe that 
^e near you. I don t know -whether thefe Per- 
fons are Tcnfible of the Happinefi they enjoy, but 
1 fhaD reckon them the raoft ftopid of all irrati- 
onal Animals, if they entertain not the higheft Ad- 
miration and Refpeft for your Majcfty. As tor mc, 
if I were in their place, and able to ramble from 
one Country to another, I would 'imraediacefy fct 
up for a little Orlando for your lake. 'Tis true, 
I Ihould not with one fin^e iWoak of my Sword 
fell fo manythua^hig Trees, or commit Co ma- 
ny Ravages as my Brother Hero in Ariofto* My 
Foffie* mould give more Diverfion, tho* they were 
nothing near \o terrible, and perhaps would not 
excite lefs Compaflion. You fee. Madam, I have 
made ufe of the Permiffion your Majefty gave me, 
as being a Gallant of no finall Coirfequence, by 
beii^ Jthat for the greateft Queen that ever was, j 
which this Romantick BluAerer was for a Queen ^ 
that never was in being. 'Twas well your Ma- 
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jefty gave mc this Permiffion, for otherwke *tis tcir 
to one 1 might have taken it, and fo by refufing 
it, you might have found your fclf difobey*d by 
one, who would not do it upon any Occafion what- 
ever, tho' it fhould coA bim his Life. Setting a- 
fide Majefly, you are Madam, one of the moft admira- 
ble Women in the Uiiiveiie. Wherever you go, 
your Eyes gain you more Subje£ls than a great 
Kingdom gave you, and -as they of fhemfelves do 
all thoft Miracles we have ittvi them, without your 
taking any Pains to|Ceach them, we muft be forc'd 
toown, thev are thefineAand moft charming Eyes 
in the World, but witfrai the mx)ft dangetotis. ThtM 
I behold nothing but Rivals in all Perfbns that 
come to fee me, and I behold no Rival among 
the Ladies, which is none of the leaA Miracles 
your Majefty has? perform'^t ^ mean your making 
them fo jiift to you, who are naturally envious to 
the reft of their S^. I Ibould fear. Madam, I 
took too much Freedom with your Majefty, if -you 
did not know better than any one, that a great 
deal d£ Icarus 2jA Ipcmn enters into the Compo- 
feion of a Poet, and that the Hiftory of thefe two 
ra<h Adventurers, tho* I7 the by, their end is not 
Very much for the Advantage of thefe Tcadecsin 
ItnoKMrtatity, is of all Fables that whidi [^caie^tbem 
moft, and is of the greas^fl ufe to theou Theie 
is not a Poet to be found j who would iiot prefac 
ahe Reputation of beine a modern Ixwn<t to that 
of turning a Sui^ta handibmdy, and a happy bold- 
nefs (for fo they are plcas'd to-Chriftcn their Love 
oi Gontemplation) to the Laurel, Mdney, or both 
together. But, Madam, pethaps I begin to abufe 
4he Command your MajeAy kid upon me to write 
to you, if I have not already done fo. I befeech 

you 
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you there&rc, that if you think fit to continue this 
Honour to me, you would let me know how far 
my Letters may be privileged, that they may ne- 
ver go beyond the Refped I owe you. I am, 

Yonr mo ft humble 
moft obedient and 
. moft dutiful Servaut^ 

Scarron. 



L E T T E R XV- 

7i the Ommefs of Brienne. 

•p/^r/j^Augufty. 1657. 
Madamy 

YOU had the Curiofity to vifit me as wdl as 
the Queen of Sweden ; you ought therefore, 
like her, to give me leave to be in love with you, 
and allow me the Honour of a Paffion, which now 
perhaps no longer depends upon your Confent. If 
you are. of opinion I aik more than you ought 
to grant me, or that I undertake more than I am 
able to perform, I will content my felf with being 
one of your Friends, and conceal the Lover from 
you. Unlels you think fit to allow me this Fa«- 
vour, you mufi e en difcard l:^e your Service, which 
will be a ievere Mortification to me, for I have a 
furious Delire to pleafe you with all my mi^t. 
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A.fcer ib frank a Declaration, you may very w|ll 
ima^ioe^I would not deceive, you fot all the World > 
I will dierefore honeflly acquaint yoi} with all the 
good and ill Qualities of the Perfon i^ho is re- 
folvM to devote hhnfelf to you while he fives. His 
Body, in truth, is fomewhat ilUhap d and out of 
ibrts,' as you could not but bbferve when you faw 
him, for which reafon Women with Child are for- 
bid to iftake him Viflts. As for his Soul, he it 
fo well latisfy^d with it, that he would not' e^ndiange 
it fear ^y t)ut. youts. When he is in Love, m 
loves with fo much Violence, that he is fometimes' 
ajfham'd of himielf for it; and fince all muft qut^ 
a)tho' he be nicely puaflual in difeharging the Offi- 
ces of FriendihiR jret is he neverthelefs a little 
remiis in writing co his Friends* But then he fpeaks 
well of them upon aU Occalions, with a fort of 
Fury too, and fcmetimcs io tnuch as to tire his 
Hearers ; and when he is oblig d to elpoule a ManV 
part whom he pretends to love, a Lyon and he 
are one .and the lame thiAg. If you like me afi 
ter this 'Dcfcripti6n, I am entirely at'your Setvice^ 
Thus expfefl:ing ypu*Il pronounce eithet my good ot 
bad Delliiiy, f am, and always ihallbe, aft^r what 
rate focver you tb,i^k fit to treat me, 



/ 
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iQnr Languijhing Ladyjhip*$ ' 



ScaivoiW 
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J-E T T ER tyt'l : 

7h th^ fame. 

• * , ■ - • 

P^risy 4f^.,8i^ z6^7. 

S' ir was iiV yqiir l^bxVer, 1 o\VW it;- to' cHiift whe- 
tiler you tvould receive a D^hrati6n of' Love 
/'ftom your humble Serv^t 6t not, but as it' was 
ri(5c in your Power'' tb hliider bim'firom being fo 
;bold and prjtfuraptuous as .to make* oiic^ allow me 
■to doubt,^^ whether you h^ve rcietaed it, till fbch 
time ,as^yo^i' aJSfolutely .coinifaana me .to believe the 
.contrary. " ' * * ' ' ' ' * 

pne Fr&vipi might^ make 'yoi(i^\.Sl^e fcriear. 
But J, Maiam^ v)hq can you heboldj ' ' 
Macle of Natur/s richsji Md/uid. . 

' A Njmph fo. charmif^gwho caH fePj - 
And nbt* with Love' trdnfforied^hi i^ 
And when with his repftlefs Dart ^ 

Jbe. litih qod ^/w. pen d She Heart, L 
What Mortal can -conceal We Smart ? 3 

^^ifBti^ik^\ pw^ H^^ifk. is forced to Jho*m it ; 
By fad Experience ' I know it. 

X * ■ J 

Come, let us go to Confeffion^ Madam, and honefl* 

j^ own, chat neither of us were fo fincere as we 

,^M|htrto have been^'in the firft Letters we wrote 

io >each other, and"^ that if it is impoffible not to 

write 
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write to you of Love, being fo beautiful, *tis no 
le{s lb for me, who pretend to an indifferent 
Judgment, to content my (elf with, being only .one 
of your Friends, is 1. iS^timated to you iji my lall. 
I£ the conclufioh oF your Letter b^ as finccre a$ 
the begif^h^ig is otherwilS, 'ti^e 'good Opinion you . 
proraife tp ^haye df me,'\viH produce tragical E£- 
fefls at Court ; and. you will ^ hundreds of Pre- 
tenders there cjrtpplc thendfclves, and aB to out-ri- 
val me., Fbi: my. part I tan t li^lg it if they dor 
and thb* I fliafl Rrive by the. triolchce of my PaA 
fiorito dcftrv^ what ypur. natural G9Ddnels permits 
me to hope, .yet fhall \ \S^i. be lb love-lick neither, 
as to attemfpt to pleafe you' at the Expencc of my 
Underftandiug* ' 



.; . , J-vt T T E^ XVII. 

. /^ ibe Count of Vivohe. . 

r' « 

1 

June 12. i65o. 

/N vaivj mj Lordy yrnfofi ft nwajj 
And kill your Br nee of Steeds in a daj^ 
And o'er ihs duftj Plains come fouring^ 
Like Hush and for a Midwife fcouring, 
Or Winds the Clouds ^efpfi tf;^m drivings 
Or Parfon fcamfring for a living* 
You II come too hte tq fee thnt *^ Sight 
That dos two tfarlike 'Realms unite. 

: -ii: r r^. I 

^ Tie ilarwage-of L««;// XIV. of France^ and Anm , 
"^' ^' - ' * • tsiAufifia. ' • 

N 2 A/td 
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And in eternal Ffieftdjhlf jom ^ 
The Golden Ts^us and the Seine^ , 
Cb ibai t^e bafpy Royal Pair^ , . 7 
(And fait b^ my Lord^ tbey fronife fdir.^ C 
iVmCd ^et ibis Night a Son and Heir i 3 
<?r, to comfleat the Peoples ^oySy 
Cive tbem a Brace of chopping Boys. 
What ShewSf what Triumphs wou*dh feen^ 
How Jljoud we hlefs and thank the Giueen ! 
How woud it fcare hotb Turk and Perfiaii, 
Pox on^ij I want a Rhime /<7r Eifiaii. 
Then Jtnce Th^^ jaded grovjs, 
ril throw up Verfey and come to Profe, 



To return then. to my, Profc ; Oh, bxave Count 
Vivonne^ I come to teU yoii, akho* yoti know it 
as well as my felf ; but I muft write you a Let- 
ter, and have but Iktie.or no 'Matter to fill it with^ 
I muft tell you then that Paris is exa(9ly as it was 
ivben you lefc it; that for one Man of Senie, you 
may meet a hundred thoufand that are not iOy and 
iiever wiU be, and that it is with the Women juH 
as with the Men. The young Sparks di Paris 
carry the World before them in the Abfence of 
the Court ; wear their long perriwigs and Swords, 
and fct off eve'ry thing with an Air of Quality. 
There is icarce a Quarter of the Town but fomc 
Poet, either good or bad, lives in it ^ or a Houfi; 
that receives Vifitants but is plagued every Day,* 
at lead, with half a fcore empty Traters or'con- 
^itcdOxcombs, Now I talk of Houfes, mincis 

the 
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^c Qiiily Houfe in France; where tbc mcrricft Tal^* 
■ arc to be heard, and where you have the greateft 
Power. Your Health is often drank among us, 
and d'Elhene railes at you like a Dragon, when 
he and I are at our kicWhaw Rcpafts. As for me, 
I find my felf daily decHne, and go down the Hill 
much fafter than \ cou'd defire, I have a dioufind 
Pains, or rather a thoufiuid Legions of DcvUs in 
my L^s and Arms ; yet in diis wretched Condi- 
•tion have been lb undaunted and ralh, as to love you 
moft inordinately. I can t teB how the Freak came to^ 
tadcc mc in the Head r bntthis I know full weH> 
riiat you are a great deal of Friendfhip and Efteein 
in my Debt jTo that if you do me Juftice, I'lhall 
have reafbn to boaft I was io happy in the latter 
end of my, Lif^^^ as to make the moft advanta- 
geous Acquaintance t ever had, meaning yourfelC 
'Tis^ true, my Ambition, as great as it is, ought 
' to Hop here ; but you have told me fb many things 
of Moniieur Manchinty that I am refolved nevec 
-to ipdcafe you of the Promife you made me, to bruig; 
• me acquainted with him ; provided always, nothing 
in this Letter to die contrary notwithftanding, that 
'he be not a Man of mighty Compliments ; and the 
\ireafi>n is becauie I immediately fall a weeping when- 
*ever I hear 'em, or am forcd to make 'em my 
felf, and come off fo fnieakuig and pitiful that you 
laugh at me. In ihort, Qompliments are my A- 
▼emon, as Serpents and Toads are that of all Man-^ 
kind ; and I am as much afraid of them as of x 
ftiong Breath, an Old Lady's hollow Tooth, or 
of a wou'd be Wit. That nothing of this kind: 
may be laid to my Charge, I will fend my Let 
ter without making you one, that is to fay, a Com- 

N 3 pUraait J 
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pliment ; and SUnA bluntly and fouhc% telj yoq, 
that no Man. m the World hoiioun yoil'more thaoi 



•^, . ' 



Ymf mofthamHe and 

moR. obedient Strva/^tj: 









••^ 



L E T T E R XVHI. 






TH E Proccedtugii at the Town-lull^ to mor- 
row mltbe another Battjb of JP'haffalU 10 €af. 
I mean, my .De^ny wili be -decided there j, and 
I ikall kQOw.iia a few Mu^t^ y^hcid^F us wof(h 
my vih^ to UVB,; or vvhether. ^ in^jft-,g^ il^i^V 
.ftlf. *I tberefore (toqjure you^^ Oh QaU^sM; ^ ^m- 
rj^ to repreftnt to <he gi^neroiiSr/y/i^, jtifac -^^^ is 
an Afiktf qS ConlequeiKe, that be pMft now or 
never redouble th& Ropomffi^ddjytiqn of l^is Patrc^i 
before whom every Knee jbows, and get him to 
ipeak to the Provoft of the Merchants, and the 
four Jihenflg "who af e jto meet on. Tb^tjifay, "Mcttn- 
ing about ten, ai fhp Town-hail. It wiU . not be 
enough barely to deflre them to dQ Ju^Uce, fi|r 
that they owe to the meaneft Scoundrel, but to beg 
a Favour of them, if there be Occafion for it : 

But 
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But betwe^ Friends die i^it • i§ boneft^ and they 
may/ci^y pa& it^widiout gti^ctiiig the ill:wiU of 
one Mail iii the City, / 

« V - • . . . . , . • » 

9 
.' * N 

LETTER XIX. 



Sir, 



J * C' .*) *J 'i' .\ •«/ .J 



TO deal freely with ycM, I fiarce'know how 
to . beteive my .fd£^ a&er tbe Prini^ x)f £bv^tf 
rhas done me the. Honour to remcmbdr me, and 
:idltHo'uIaiii:t^liibfi<«nrctched.and mdaricholy Man 
^lbacLevet i^afe, ye&.m^ft:I.piibiiib fhy^ Joy to all 
.the World^ fihc^ ydii fiaad ine Weird, hfaHigk--^ 
.mis is piea^d to! 'diyerthimieff'ixrith reading itiy 
Letters. I caiinot imagine how yoa oame to thit^ 
thein fo |deafant at Bruffels, fince the Perfbn tikt 
ivrites tiiem at Pd^is is to my Knowledge fom^** ' 
I .times fo coti&nmded Splenetiidc and ill humour'd, 

chat' tbecefs no endushlg him*: And who in £{<• ; 
cifefs iNsimc, wou'd not be fol under my Circuni* 
ilaflces? Tis ttud indeed the Worki ibmetimes 
bcaoki to hare 'an EAeeih for. mq and often to ^ 
think tdt wbrd^ c£ their Pky'; bat. alas, that i^ - 
ally for they take no care te reliere me. 

Each Houry alai / I older grtnoj 
. Time 4fff my Temfies Jh^ds his Smio^ 

And as I find *^y fdf decay ^ . . ^ » • 
And baften to my Moth&r Clay, 

N 4 My 
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Mj paft and frefent Tils eonffir^ 
To jade my Mufe^ and damp my p'ire^ 

When I confidcr I was born well enough to 
mve deferv d the Refpefts of the Boii^Roherts of 
my time : 

That merry IdutiVm^ Prieft you kxow, 
Who not M Rag of Senfe can JhoiWy 
Thanks to bis noble Front of Erafsy 
For a profound Divine doi pafs. 

When I bethink my Iclf, that till the Age of 
Twenty fcven I had a Cbnflitution fhrong enough 
to out-drink a Dutchman ; that I am ftillfo found 
^itbin, that I drink all forts of Liquoo, and eat' 
aJl forts of Meat widi as keen an Appetite as tbe 
peatcft Epicure of them alL When I confider, 
that Cxc the Faculties of my Mind, I. am neither 
^"^Y weak Dor impertinent ; that 1 am free fiom 
Ambition and Avarice, and diat if Heaven had been 
pJeas'd to have left me the ufe of my Legs, which 
in the Days of Yore could have made Ihift to lead 
I^P a Dance, and of my Hands which once knew 
how to paint, and tickle a Violin, and in fliort, 
«jy Body flrait and wciLfhap d, I might have liv*d 
a comfortable Life, tho* fbme what oWcurc. When 
thefe cruel Thoughts come into my Head, I fweat 
Jo you, dear Friend of mine, that if it had been 
la^vful for me to make away with my felf, I had 
long ago difpatch'd ail my Miferics with a hearty 
Dofe ^ Poifon ; and in my Confcieiicc Ihall be 
forc'd to come to it' at laft. > 



i I _ 



Under 
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Under ihofe cruel Pains Igroan^ 
ffWdforceCamplainfsfrom Hiotis of Stone 9 
And cannot hope to find Refofe 
Till Death mjfvearied Efes dds clofe. 
Whyjhould my barbarous Stars delight 
On me fojbed their reftlefs Spigbt /• 
T/j plain IJufferfor the Crime 
Of ttefpaffing in wicked Rhimt. 



To make you Ameads for this melancholy Let- 
ter, wherein I was forced, in Ipight of my Tecth^ 
to unbofom my ielf to you, I fend you fix new&an* 
ta's which I have added to. my Baroneide. 
• The Novel calVd iJic Spanijh Paratytickj which: 
was tfomp'd up agakift me, to out-do what I had. 
done of that mtiire^ as far as I dm find, has done* 
f&e no isttni, but made the Author ridicv^us- 
SpOKifh Grammars did not feU for 50000 Livres, as^ 
you fettt me word, but they did' not come much IhorC 
of it. However, diai Tongue was never lb cor-; 
ttipced in this World as it has been of late Years im 
Paris. I am: exceedingly oblig'd to jou for the* 
Ttoubk yow gave your felf to procure me the Spnnjjbj 
FUyt, i«id.remaln, 6^.. 
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LETTER XX. 



1 



/r, - - - 

T vexes me that, at the very time you tell me I 
' might divert his Highnefs, ioinnot write to you 
with that Gaiety I would, and that cpy Hand rebds 
agaihft my IiKlinations ; for, to . myi* fbrrow,- 1 have 
b^en plagued with a cniel Fir bf ithcGomf for. tlui 
MontH hA jiaft, ds well as his Higjbrve&^rd^ £1 Jiad 
nor had'Miferies enough befoit io tonpeot iiie« . <A11 
i CM dty'utjdfifil this i»ew IiidJfpc£tio% txA dbc^. ot 
ther Cs^miries tny ill Fortune rcontiiii^ypir&caca 
me with, tho' I fay it without boaftuig^ is^ that I 
itvear ^as here»€.tlly, and widi; as .^od- a Gsace as 
iny Manin France^ and •! ioinbly .conceive, that 
if his Highnefs would- ±sm ^anOr th((n.conde^end| 
hke other ff^l Mortals, ft^fwbarjaiiittle, be v^oidd 
find fime Relie&andljenfifit b(yit..;f}?wo^ld l>y/jnO 
means advife him to lay it on* Ji) plenfi&IIirias I;do '; 
but if his Highnefs would fometimes ftomble uprn 
an Oath or fo, without any wicked Intention, buc 
only to expeftorate himfelf, 1 fancy it would not be 
araifs. For my part, I am fometimes fo very mad, 
that if all the Furies in HeD came to fetch me a- 
way, I believe in my Confcience I fhould almoii go 
OTi fleet *em half-way. ^ This is the fecond melaii- 
cnoly Letter I have ^agutd you with. If his High- 
nefs were as well acquainted with the nonfenlKal 
Stuff of our witty Coxcombs as be is with military 

" " , Af- 



* ASifs, and etrery thing ^e thit happUB in the 
World, itwouldbefome\piy«rfion to? him to resri 

• this Letter^ Madamoifelle d^ VEnehs, wIk) luppy 
}2iit Night with dtElhn^ and my ftif, toH me, fife 
would Write* to his Highnefs to-day. * i fent to* coni- 
pliihertt Motif. ^eRdtbBfort-^t the Bitel d'Efith^j 
but he took no Notice of it } yet 'tis ten to one 1 

-fiiall be eVen with the Gentleman e*re bng^ aiiid 
a uit Scoifcs With hlifti at Path. My i-etteir is of tWe 
•Inorteft as well as youts.was, butnett Fridby I will 
'take care to make yoo Amends. Adieu. 



,ii. 



LETTER W- 



r T^ the fame, t 

YOU oWige-meinthe moft fenfible Part, when 
you write to me : I have no other Comfort in 
^his World than my generpns FKerids; and when you 
-ire j3teas'd to aifiire me yoi/ are ftillooe of chatiiura- 
•t«r,' yoti!rfjoice me infinitely ./hoVe thin' a general 
'Peace can do. This Comparifon, at frft light, I 
rfiippoft,. may -appear iveak to ynu;- and indeed I 
muft lie^s own, the A^airs o^ Europe mvj change 
^2L hundred times,' and ftiH"fbr the bcttbr, wTiercas 
-iriinc'are'in iio'likelihck)d-ofnrendtng. But I hav^^ 
-^ Woiidetfui'l>efire t^fe^^yDur Prince once more ih 
'i^^ft',-'^r?cSvere»f6riioefthefrca(aii t'han becanfe 
'Frhytce'-hs^^ had a*vfcry iB HaiSd at. Princes this 
'Y^ar, akho'fceiias more of them th^n ever, and 
perhaps -the Tuecceding Years will be wi better than 
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the.fonner; as ]ikeiiirile to cn^brace my fat, tny 
plump, my jolly M^riffiy ; for 1 make no queftion 
but tne Plemijh double iieer has knprov-d his Shape 
to a Miracle. But is it poffible that the great Conde 
ihouid know I am flill in the World ? My Friend 
, Guenauh told me, he iaw the Second Part of my 
Comical Romance lie upon his Table, which has 
. made me as proud as Lucifer. Theic furious De* 
Yils called Heroes would be worth their weight in 
Gold, would they but ftoop £> low as to have a IiN 
tie Love for us poor Mortals, who lov« them excee- 
dingly. As for yours« one would fwear a hundred 
Heroes at leaft went to the making of him, fince he 
haspjt our invincible Troops io often to the fcam- 
per. It may truly be laid of him. That if he was 
a great Prdj^et in his own Country, which the 
Scripture tells us no Man ever was, he was a much 
greater in a foreign. If he takes the Trouble upon 
hka to cafi J^is Kye on the five Letters I have ienc 
30U, pray let me know what lie lays of them.. The 
.melanchofy Letter came juft now from roe piping 
hot, the reft were written laft Year. I will Ihortly ' 
fend you a Sketch or Eflay that has Ibmething of the 
.Spirit of Satyr in it ; Ms my Misfortune, *ti$ writ 
upon a Rafcal, who is not known enough in the 
Worlds In fliort, 'tis a Son of a Whore of an Ex- 
tortioner, that owes me Six hundred Piftoles, and 
rxfijfes to pay me. But to drop this Villain; I will 
tellyoa in what manner the third Volume of my 
Comical Romance begins. There V)ere jnot as yet 
anyJihin^Females inthe World y andihiffe jan- 
ftnifis of Love had not as yet hegufs to deffife 
Mmf&nd Our Ears wer^ not as yet ferfecuted 
tui/j&.Ufe of my Life, Angelick Fair, nfid- chamfe-^ 
iiig^Goddcls, v^brn tb^ little Ragotin, gr. 
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Well, old Toaft, and how doft thou Dafi % 
* Time ? Tell me, bully Rock, art thou ftiU flroiig 
aii'd lufly ? Are the Bonn Mohds kind ? And will 
" they venture a Broad-fide with one ? Adieu, thou 
cverlafliag Devourer of Tarts, thou Ocean of Cu- 
flards, and walking Quagmire of Butter. When 
the gallant Perfan comes to Paris, 'twill be his 
Fault if we don't drink t'other Pot ,of Tea in my 
little Room. Pray give my humble Service to him, 
and make a Compliment in my Name to thofe woi* 
thy Gendemen, BouUvHle znd. RocWoru Take 
care ip good time to inform^ the pretty Lady who, 
you lay, is fallen in love with me, that for the pu- 
nilhment of my Sins, my Perfon is become fo hi- 
deous and terrible, that here in Paris they forbid 
big-belly'd Women to come near me. To cow- 
elude, I mufl corgure you flill to love me, by your 
— ^— Long and Strong, I will not fay , ■ m .. but 
Tuch as. Proyidence has given you. 

L'azarillo dcTormts. 



' ' " T 



LETTER XXlI. ; 

"fotie Marefcial d'Albiet. 

Aug. 20.^ 

O U may condiidc we have litde Ncwsflirring; 
here, when I am reduced to fo low an Ebb as 
ta tell y off," that Bbncirur and Ch^UvhTzx^ iiiiVor- 
$nand'^. and that Madam deMarte} and her Daugh-- 

•^ '■' -■■ ■ t«t 



Y 



' ttt came' Viftcrday Oii^o'^ri IF I mtift ncecb fend 
- you a long Letter, and by the tains I take to divcn 
you, tm& at l^ft convince jrou it. was not my fank 
lif 1 cou'd 'entertain you no better, 'tis t:crtaiii that 
in this pteftnt, dearth of News I muft beflir my ielf 
•rtioft notably. Tho* the Sights at th^ f Qreve art 
•nenc'of the pfopcreft tilings to ferkl to a Perfon of 
'JftJur Quality, yet inuft' 1 ' iiSbto you, that we hang 
4hid- break up)n dir WH^ cverjf Day m the Wjeek, 
that the Hangman is we^icd with fo ihuch Drudge- 
%-fc and talfo of taking ih a Partner ; "and, that 
rMadain -*-S — ^, Who \iiext to, Monfieur de '; ■ , 
•k>Y^' hothmgintht World fo much ai to fee f eo- 
•|)fe die in. pAKcJc, begins to be jglutted with fiich 
iSighfej-afid iPit ^eii'noi' ttpon St.^A^*^ i^orq, 
•tfteni ftle defi^e^ .to fettrokfc upoir thfeWh'^el tJvhaf- 
Tt>0^ it- afflS flity ffite woiild ' forfWcar gdiAg tb the 
aSi-fW-thisTwavemoiitihiV AH 'thefe.wfeirthV "GeSii- 
tlemen are Natives'of P^arhj tboftof ^fetli the Sons 
of Paftry-cooks and Vinttiers, who robb*d all the 
" Cs>fttijsTaijd .Chains 'ihlt came in their way, and 
leveral Gavottes^ Fanchons^ and Nations^ that have 
'^9}Y, StoneJPoublets ^pon jheir Backs^ are jn great 
3anger~oF fwinging in the Air. I muft teU you by 
way of digr^fliQii^-that; my Ck)uatryinen the Pari- 
fia?ts2xe^ g^i^rafly fp^aktrtg,nra]iant? enough in aU 
Confcience, but they have a ftrange Inclination to 
.die in their .Shoes, aiSid.cuoC^ft^ks'jui^dei: a crofs piece 
of Timber. Now I talk of violent Deaths, I will 
teJky)pai\)f one that is not altogether fo fcandalous 
*»as Haiiging, but full as terrible. Befori»iidi«ir in- 
-fiir ' r J7''.< i/ri! t'vrn-,- 'jlulifirr. ^'-aA U (^ \^ 



to my fetoryf-'y W^'^. ■^■°- y"'^"'^"'^' ^'^^ ii-CBd^ 
rejitoa, the, iiexrfcaya^er'theic Swr^Szjr* or Hd^ 
days the Devil ^jc'tofaiiy thing you caii get ro ea( 
there, and new "Bread is as hard to come by as a 
Maidenhead aiCcHirt. . ItwwuporiaMi»<?<7y,wheii 
the furious Rmcyt tli^.eloquent PeUffoa, ihe nererr 
f(>:be'too-mucS.',§o|ii}i^tf'd64 MadAm. Jca£/fr|r,jaiid 
thediicwet,Ms|^^oz;?»V^4t:half;;Rh;boil^"aftei; 
Ten' ,predfe]y ill the ^dnurig^Tejit'wfliji.to ,th^ 
Pinlcpf Coiirtefie.t^e uoble JzJir,.ypf> ^li'a.^ feeeij 
about eight Days'at C^i^p«,foi, .tB'take'the Auj 
thai they intended to dirie with fiiiri; ?iid, that Ik 
tieeded to provide 'fiQthing elTe but % Rood Soop ana 
a'Defertj'.be^^ufc; thejfi wyuld briiig- V'iauals -Amg 



with 'em frbrn'me'Cpok's. ■ IzA-r and a Man of the 



Law, w}ite,T^We'nT^,^ ■^&'^''-'^ kepchini 
'CQmp3uy"^nit&«'Coun«J'Ti'e|;'3,D HanJi to vockTof 
tfie;.bettet\'Re?ei)«fn flf ijhefe^ljul^rious Guelh; for 
you muftkftow, the J'im P^rioifs ab:)ve-nica[jon.d 
axe noctD.hefeeil eyery pay together. ThrecPiill 
Jets wer? thcpl.^ WW the So(^, , "^"i abundance, 6f 
gcccii t5jife^ aiid.while ajJ^Hcuv was lent on.fJorTe- 
&^_ tp E^i^H tQ ijuy straiVherr^e?, the qio* cele,- 
■brjr,ed.?*a4y«aoJfSjf q Cb%'f2m[^r&'jsd^}fifA iji 
iaaking.-^Ra *idi .G|heF%'g^;f / J^ 
pitch dupaii as the Wtefi ^ce to.-duie in, and both 
theTable-daih«idNap^,'tliai;.rraelt moftdain- 
_ tily of Lavend'er",' were' cowr diviA a heap of new; 
aat^c'd. Flowers. ;:At>fl,«3iji;,jQUy,'CQippany of 

■Wits iKive^:i?Wf>,alig?jts^wi;".f}^rhe Cc^, aj^a 

■ ii».pedi^s^™ntpM%%tt;^Tbc^P,d4 
■*^( iWw.faifnia^s.-whereuptjo he deliver d hinjre]|t 



'with fo mucft V^emeiice and- Xiitliority, that f^ui 
4liat very moment du Mat begaji to relpeft arid f«rt 
■^^ ' " . him. 
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bith* He that had a mind to mfh his Hands, 
walh*d them* At laft down to Dinher they fate ; 
Jfificj made Jcfls'upon the Country Soop, and was 
trying ko cut a Loaf afunder, hut finding it hard' 
and overhaked, made no miore ado, but flung it at a 
neighbouring Apricock-tree, by the fame token he 
5)oud it for ever bearing Fruit more, by bresdcihg 
off its largeft Boughs. He tries a fecond. Loaf^ and 
finding it ffale and haJrd, as the former, with die 
j&mc Vigour and Alacrity difcharges it at another 
Tree: In flidrt, with fix or fcven Loaves, of the 
feme hardnefs with their PredeCell6rs, he knocks 
down as many Fruit-trces more, to the exceeding 
Vexation of tne Woman of the Houfe, who ran to 
prevent the Defolation of her Garden, and made 
moft horrible Outcries. Xhcy was ndt a jot mov'd 
by them ; he fwore no body fhouiJ eat a bit till they 
had got him ibme. new Bread. Meilengers were 
forthwith difpatch'd to all the Houfes^. that baked, 
and they found at laA fome Bread juft coming out of 
the Oven. It was laid before if j>rjf, who found it 
fo terrible hot, that they were glad to "pick up, a- 
"mong the broken Boughs of the Trees, thofe Loaves 
that niad been thrown away, but were .m«c!i, more 
eatable than this Bread that 'burnt their Mouths. 
Eincf^ blunt Behaviour and Talk exceedingly ftr* 
priz'ci our Counfellor du Mat^ and his imj^erious 
Air no lefs affrighted him : From that very Hour 
I he had ^/>rry always in his Imagination. He could 

j not flcep without terrible Dreams, and thefe Dreams 

'were full of nothing but 1^/Vy. At laft the Frisjht 
) <hatlJ/Vj gave him threWjhiqiinto a Fever. 1 his 

j Fever carried him olF in left than .fifteen Days, for 

he died ftark raving mad, talking incfffintly gf 

. Tha. 
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Thi$ is all I know at prefent,. iny Lord, that is 
worth while communicating to you. Madam Scat'^ 
roH bids mc tell you, fhe cannot rcfolve to wrirc 
- to you till Ihe iees fomethir^ cheerful and plealant 
in your Letters. This makes me refie6l, that if 
you fufier your felf to be as much afflified at Pons 
as you were at PAttSy dus Letter of mine comes to 
viiit you at a very improper Seafon i but Time, and 
more eipecially your Keafbn, >yill, I hope, produce 
their ordinary Effeds upon a Misfortune that is not t^ 
be remedied* I am, with the utmoA Refpe£l^ 

Ywr I^^ifs moft humhU^ and 



LE T TER XXIII. 

* 

To the (am. 

/^ Jj^rJ^ febr. 4. x(>6o. 

T Can't tell Whether you have received a Letter 
* twenty^eight Pages long, which I fent you the 
lafl Poft. That long tedious Epifllc Ihall atone for 
the Ihortnefi of this \ for which reaibn I accompany 
it with my Epigrams upon tUl the Baroneide 

be finiih'd, which I hope to fend you on Sunday 
next. I likewifc fend you a j&dlad, which is not 
contemptible, forae Verfes of Beftferadej that fol- 
k>w thofc he composed upon the PeacBy and a Son- 
net uyon Enjojmefity written by a young Lady of 

about 



J 



aboift Ninetfcdn, whofc Name i« - -^ ^ ' ' ' ^'> Tis i 
.^ thotifahd pities fhc is not' fo hlhdldmc a* flic i 
' (^cJming, ^nd diat hefr'Face is not ifo good a© her fc 
/mentions. ''I dally vnih to fc^ theEfFcft oF the Pw- 
mifes of Monfieur the SiiPerintenda?tt\ as much a 
the Je^s do to fee the meKas^ The Devil on't is, 
. a Man is upon the Rack all the whife he hopes, ai 
leaft is uneafie j 'and Delays Iri Affidrs of this nature 
nevfer do any g6pd, hut freqiittitly hurt. As for mc, 
' I am fo uiJucky apog,^that I never had any good 
Fortune befal tat during the' iifrholb Gourfe of ifly 
Life, but I ivas forced to l>reak thro' a thouiand 
DifBcdlti^s for % You wifl pardon this melancho- 
ly Reflcaioii in a Wretch who is the very FootbaD 
of E>eJ^ny, and can hardly make ihift to keep Body 
"dfiiZrSdttl together. I have been in this confounded 
Predicament two Months und upwards. We begia 
> f» dcf p aw of the R e cb¥wy '0f t h< Dukt >jof>'6irZew. 
Yeflerday the Duke of Lorrain took Poft for Blois. 
Vilarceau lies;fi^lin t)xe f /7/^7<*| aldio\thoie wor- 
thy Gendemen the Marefchals gave him Hopes he 
ihould only go in and come out again. This, my 
Lord, is all the News the Town at prefent afionk 
If ^ny ^of ttjyr Letters have not been ,imgloy'd to 
Tight Fires, Tbefcech you to let mc have Sean again. 
1 mfty ^ck (bme Pragkn^int^ Ooc of ttiem, perhaps, 
thikt inly terVe to filtil ri^Gb]|e£iion I acid going to 
piibfilh. 









LBT- 



^ itf. Scirr'oh^ ... ajj 



Tq the fame. 

C Ihce tJfe Pafly you" Were pleas'd to fciid me, I have 
^T receWd your excellenc Cheefes. For my part, 

'1 bdieve^oudefignto pamper me up with the gre^ 
teft Rariries in the World, Your Liberality has 

* ejnniiltd tr fHf'TO" "alt 'loy 'Boarders, whU" src'TWil 
Perfoiis, I'll allure you, and have drank your Healdi * 
very plentifiil^^L If jiuHgtjat'pafr J/as admirable, 
your Cheefes deferve no lefs Commendation, being 
as good as 'tis pQ£Uik.£tt.£t^^s made of niort^ 
Milk to be. But, not to rob your fine f tefents of 
the Prailes they deferve, you muft permit me to (ay 

,ibnjetly]ig cif t^e Letter you did me the Honour to 
write to ffie, and to teil you, that nothing could be 
miore.^ntely, O^rnore gallant; particularly thatPafr ' 
_f^e w!i«e.,YQU .ar* pleas'd to tell me, you leave it 
to qtiiprs to regale' TOY Wic, whereas you only pre* 
teJia,toiSgye,my TauC : I defie our finefl Writers 
tofeyitny thing fb' happily upon luch an Occafion. 
'By this, my Lord, it appears you are a Ferftn of 
^lolaci^e Ambition, and that you are not, conterx 
ywith tjie Qory you have , acquir'd in the Wars by 
.yotir Arnis,, but you mnft likewiie ttiumph: ovef i» 
.j»6r Aitthors in a TiuKof Peace, vihi gu^ll-awreb 
.froraua, and c*rry off the Prize of Eloquence* 1 
whh 1 had any News to lend you. All theTalR bt 
thiTowais aboatMemville, who is daneetouily 
lick. 
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fick. All our Courtiers arc rctum'd to Paris except 
Marelchal Vtlleroj. So foon as any thing happea 
worth writing, I will take care to let you fee by ib 
fmaIlaxid|nconliderable a Service, which is indeed 
the only-one I am able to do you^ with virhat Zol 
lam, 

MyLbrdy 
Tour moft bumhU ditd 
. mpfi obeiithi Servant^ 

' Scarrofl; 



LETTER XXV. 

74 






ikyZeriy 

IT belongs in a peculiar manner to thofe of your, 
Family to carry their Geherofity and Gooanefi 
"as fer z% tis poffible for them to go. Your Brother 
the Attorney-General was 0eas'd to give me a Pto- 
tion, without my diking it y and your Lordihip has 
been likewife pleas*d to cOme and &e me at my poor 
Habitation, without my folUciting that Honour. 
This unparallerd Goodnefe, to exprefi my felf in 
the new Language of my Brother-Writers, has en» 
gag*d me moft terrihly to your Lordihip. I know 
fuU well, my Lord, this is oiie of the meaneft Pre- 
fents can be made you, but I offer it with fo good a 
Hearty tteit yours rauft be very hard indeed if you 

will 
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^11 not condcfccnd to receive it, and to giv^ nje 
ieave^ as long ^ I %e, to afliimc the Quality o£ 

, Y(mr, mo ft bumble and 
^ . m^ft.ohfdicni ServMt^ 



\ ' 



Scarron. 






LETTE^R XXVL 

To the Attomey^neral and Super* 
Intendant of ^/?^ Finances. 

'nr 1 3 not for (b. worthk& and incqnliderablc a 
-^ Writch as 1 to aft I^avqurs of you ; but 1 ani 
already in pofieiQon of many of them, and yon 
b^ve already given me (b many Proofs of your Good* 
nefs and Compaflion for my Misfortunes, that with* 
out allying my felf to any other Perfons, who have 
more C^ereA in your Lor^ip, and honour me with 
their Acquaintance, I have prefum'd to rely on my 
owii fingle Credit with you, to beg a iinall Favour: 
7is one of thofe you fometimes grant, as you may 

rrceive by the Petition I have lent with it, which 
humbly befeech you to have the Goodnefs to read. 
'Tis for. a Relation of my Wife's, who has always 
been a faithful Servant to the King, and who is, it 
fcem3, perfuaded .that your Lordlhip does me the 
Honour to love me« It lies on your part, my Lord, 

to 



sy 
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to let him find he. is not miflakcn^ ^s it ycUl m 
iMiie,^6 •i)vijD!im %p^'^Xv?iale Fr/^^ are the 

moftigciktt5trW)fyi^Wfen; as^ell Is the ableflMiii 
fter of the Age, ^I aqa, > . 



g,•'^ 'i- ..•• i .\ *'*■ V 






l^f mft bumhle, and 
moft obedient Servant y 

ScarroiL 



.r..- 7.x ^-J .T '^ T n J 

L E T X ^rR . 3;xyn. 






][ kpe\V nc^it'Syfefcle'^tillj'yai^!^^ 
t tofs,- bitt isi iJieMttte tiine I We haa to grim 
for it, I have as well kcquittied my felf as ihoft who 
knew of ij: long before. I hive great realbn to com- 
plam of Monfieur; de Qhduhte, fpr not acquaihtii^ 
ipt with it'fooner^ that.l^ 'jrtfi^^iiave had the Ho- 
iiotnf of coiningjOne! of 'the<^5i t^ affure you how 
much I am cojicem'd at whkteiifer afiefe yoo. *Tis 
imdoubtedly the Effeft' cF my cohftaiit. ill Fortune, 
Vhiph would endeavour ]to make pde 'fecm wanting 
In my Duty,' cgntraryto rpy 'tidinarions, in order 
to make me unworthy of the Favours I have had 
ftom yqu, th€f'*'Uke.of which I never yet receiv'd 
from any oqe. Wpti^im'ie'Ma^s^ who tlid me 
the H&iofir Ydterday to^ijiake me k' Vifit, can tcB I 
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I how much if troofcted mp that \ .fliouldclw .t Simn?.; 
\ gcr t6 that W^itfe ill tlie Woricb Wfifks ikjiQW* . . .Up- > 
I on Ki> ^«Ti^Oiii*ac€m€?ft I hatfe»'cbmpq«!d.3 iflri^died; 
Sbiiii^, \whicb' 1 made fimie Ditfiadty ;j|^: jfendi 
yiu, tor feat' 1 ^ftodd thereby rehciv, ^^Gmi'ti 
fiut, iriy Lord, J had much rather ' be bfemrJd feu 
coming toa 1«^, than give you the kail Utnbrage 



I 



that I am: micond^flkd at any AfBiftioaiaiiich las' 
iixadeiuchftnlmpreffiokTupcnyGiu.;. lam, . . 
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- - . J 

1 Was it Teems but too true a Prophet, vfjmtl&Ot 
^ you word, fome tinVc ago, that my ifi Fortune 
was never to b0 vaAqi^lfc'd, but by a reribn of the 
fa jpo Gencrofity and-Authority with your felC Un- 
der my prefent Circumftances, " I camiot make a l^er- 
ter Reipikalto ifci^cur FeJiJfon, for his Kindnefs 
in ipeakiog tq y<^ about my AfEdr, and acquaint- 
ing me <vith th6 obliging Anfwer you made him, 
than to fend you the Letter he writ to me on thac 
Occafion'. It fo truly difcovers the profound Re- 
lpe£i he has fcr your Lordftiip, that I prefume I fhall 
not make his Court amiis to you, in letting you 
imow by this means, without his knowing any tmng 

. ot 
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of the matder, ivfaat, peifaaps, he U very de&oui 
3rou ihould know, bat dares iioc tell k you. *Twei€ 
» difficult thii^ to ipeak of yon, tho' before your 
Face, and not to praiie you ; 'tUtio leis difficult to 
ptraiiC' and not difj^afe you ; but yet 'tis the mofi 
difficult thing of all to avoid piaiiing you : Foot tbii 
reafbn I woiud have £3me-body elfe tell you in my 
flead, that you ^rethemoft generous Nian iii^the 
Univetle ; ,and, that all the Favours yoq have ihewn 
me, have &t exceeded both my Wifhes and £xpe^ 
cbns. But, my Lbrd, will you not be apt to fuIpeQ, 
that tlH^^oOd.Office I imagine 1 do my FtieiKi is 
not altogether free from Intereft ? and, don't yoa 
think my ihewing his Letter, and commending it to 
ynuioiaakJyasIdo, is a cunning Trick to make 
ufe of his Thoughts, in order to exprefs my own to 
you, Without running the hazard, of treQjafling a* 
gainft your ISiddi&j ? I muft honelily own, there is 
femething of that in i( ; butiince I am not able to 
conceal it from you^ judge by this free Confeffioo, 
how finccre I am in my Nature ; and believe, there 
is nothing fo certain as that I am, more than any Man 
toathing, ... ... 

'! I \ . , ' Your'LordJhip'smoft huwij^ 

fHoft dutiful SifTVOfif, 

3carroiL 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 

» 

To the fame. 

My Lord J 

P a Man did not find Ibnie Satisfa(^on within 
himielf when he did a charitable Action, I can*€ 
affign any Reafon why you fliould do fo many to me» 
I don't pretend to be in the leafl ferviceable to you, 
and I dare not defire that ever I may be fo, for fear 
of wifhing fometbing that might be di&dvantageou* 
to you. Neither can I hope to contribute much to 
your Divcrfian, not being in a condition to wait 
upon you, nor to make my felf any otherwife known 
to yoo, than all the reft of the World knows me> 
that is, for being an unfortunate abandon'd Wretch, 
and'for writing of Books fometimes, that is to fay, 
for being ( & my unlucky Stars would have it) one 
of the greateft\Plagues and Nufances of humane 
Life. But tho' I were Matter of better Qualities, 
tho' an Acquaintance of many Years had gained me 
your Frieudlhip, and tho' I were in a Capacity to 
cultivate it by a Commerce of Letters, yet the Af* 
fairs of the Miniftry would not allow you Time to 
read them. In truth, mjf Lord, thcfe Thoughts 
give me no little Uneafinefr, as often as I partake 
of your Liberality ; and I am much alham'd I have 
•no way to pifeferye my felf in your Remembran:e, 
but by fome miferable PrGdu£lions of my Mind, to 
which a Body more miferable, arid a i3efliny fliU 
more wretched than that jaded Body, have in a man* 

O U!^t 
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ner dciiy'd all Traiiqttillity. But, my Lord, fiiice I 
have., happeud to owke mention of my Writings, 
and all that, has my Fable o^Hero and Leander had 
the Happincfi to pleafc you ? Monfieur de Chaulne 
would fain make me believe it has, but perhaps he 
only defign'd to flatter an unhappy Wretch. I con- 
jure you, my Lord, cither to give me your Appro-^ 
bation of it under your Hand, which I Ihall pre- 
fer to the Teftimony of all the Academies in the 
World, or elfe to cenfure it, in order to make mc 
Jcnowmyftlf. I am, 

JMyL&rdy 

Tcur moft bumble^ &c. 

Scarron. 



LETT E R XXX. 

!7a the fame. 

My Lord^ 

•TT H E Goodnefs you were pleas'd to fliew me in 
-* not defpiling the Comedy I prefum'd to dedi- 
cate to you, is of it felf Obligation enough to make 
me devote my felf wholly to your. Lordlhip, altho' 
you had not engaged me to do fo, by overwhelming 
■me with new Favours. I flatter my felf, that I 
thank you in fome mealure for them, when l^ionefl- 
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i ly confefs I cannot thank you enough, and that I 
fji better cxprefs my Gratitude by this Confeffion, thaii 
;3 by all the Compliments in the World. I am, 

j; ; AfyLord, 



Your moji humhle^ &c. 

fl Scarron. 
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LETTER XXXt. 

To the fame. 
Afy Lordy 

180 little dcferve the leaft Favour you were pleas'd 
to confer on me, that I fhould have been fur- 

Jj priz'd at it, had I not akeady received fo tnany 
Marks of your Liberality, or if I were the only 
Man in the Kingdom that was ignorant you arc 

^ inceflantly doing Good to all Mankind, I beg you 
-to believe I have as gratcfol a Senfe of all your Fa- 

J^ vours as 'tis poflible for any one to have : But, my 
Lord, if 'tis my greateft SatisfaSion to find, that all 
the preffing Affairs of State, which you fo wifely 
manage, can't hinder you from thinking of mine, 
'tis no fmail Ailiii^ionto me, that I cannot conceal 
your Kindnefles without Ingratitude, nor pub] ilh them 

W without making the World fufpedl:, that 'tis lefs out 

I'Jff of J[nclination than Intereft, that I have been all myi 

jli6' Lifelong, 

iS, * MyLord^ 

^ Your moji- humble, 8cc, 

^y, Scarron. 

O 2 LETJ 
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LETTER XXXII. 

To the fame. 



N 



My Lord, 

Ever was any Sur^Intendant in France fb much 
eAeem'd and beloved as yO0 are i and indeed 
never was any Man io generous and deferving of it: 
But I am of Opinion it cofts you not a little ; and, 
that this fine Reputation of yours expofes you to a 
thouiand Importunities. As^fbrme, I ihould have 
a continual Remorfe of Confcience for troubling 
you thus all my Life-time, &nd not being able to 
leave it off yet, did not I fee, at the fame time, 
the wealthidft Perlbns, and tHofe of the higheft 
Condition, beg Favours of you with more Impor* 
tuuity than I have ever done, ditho* they have not 
fuch a Right to your Favours as an unhappy Wretch, 
whdmyou have allralong prc»nis'd to maire eafie; 
''Tis, my Lord, an Undertaking worthy of you : 
And^ that I ipay give you the Satisfeflion of feeing 
ic fooner over, I have H^ade bold to recommend to 
you my Interefts in the Affair of the Debentures. 
You know very well, my Lord, you were pleas'd, 
at ray infianc^ to grant the Confirmation of them : 
The Perfons lot whom I follicited you ofFerM me a 
fmall Part in the Bufinefs ; but, as I was never for- 
tunate in my Life, ancj could not tell what would 
be the Succefs of it, I rather choft to accept the 
Six hundred Piftoles, which they prorais'd under 
Hand and Seal, upon the firft Suras they received. 

At 
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At i»cfent I have no m^lnner of Concern in that 
matter, neither have I received a Farthing of the 
Money they promised in cafe I procured a Grant for 
thetn. Now one Word from you to the Party who 
has the Management of it, would fecure me eithec 
one or the other, or perhaps both* I make no que- 
fiion but you 11 ^rant this Favour, fince I am more 
than any one living, 

MyLordy 

Your Lordjbifs moft humble^ &c. 

-Scarron. 



LETTER XXXni. 

ft 

To the/awe^ 

My2j>rd, 

I Take the Freedom to make a Requeft to you 
with as much BoWnefs as ifi after a Court of 
many Years, I had dcMie you fome important Ser- 
vice J but Men of your QuaUty, and generous to 
that degree a J yon are, not only oblige their Friends 
and Servants, but likewife all thofc that want their 
. Help : They are inceffantly bufied in protcfting 
the Unfortunate, and ' feeing Juftice done them : 
And as for you, my Lord, 1 believe there fcarce 
paiTes a Day over your Head, but fome Knight or 
unhaj^ Damfel comes to begRelief of you. I there- 
fore conjure you, as being th|B moft miferable Man in 

O 5 th^ 
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tlie World, but one who honours you the moft, to 
grant me a fmall Favour ; ^tis, ray Lord, that yoK 
would be pleas'd to prevail with the Prowoft of the 
Merchants, that he wou'dn*t oppofe the eftablifhing 
fcme Offices in the City, the Propriety whereof 1 
have acquired : This Affair may make me eafie' in 
the World, and be worth to me Two or Three thou- 
find Livres a Year. But my conftant ill IJeftiny, 
^vhich lofe-j not the leaf! Opportunity of doing mc 
Mifchief, has raised a tulie, troublefome Coxcomb 
againft me, who, altho' he has not the leaft Intereft 
i!i this Afikir, yet has prepoflefs'd the Provoft of the 
Mercliants, and made him my Enemy. I defirM the 
Prefident Monf. de Guenegot to fpeak a good Word 
tof me, and he was fcJ kuid as to carry MonC d^ 
Franquetot and my Wife to him ; but hi^ Recom- 
mcjidation has hitherto Ifenified little or nothing. I 
expe£l another f-jrt cfEffe£l: fiOm one of yonr Let- 
ters to him, which I humbly begybn to ^\Tri:e, and 
fend by one of your own People. When you or.ce 
let him fee I have the Honour of being known to 
you, he will foon draw this Inferencej that it will be 
xvorth his xvhile to oblige me. But if you would 
farther be pleased to intimate to.him, that I am not 
indifferent to you, he will rnake my Bufine/s his 
own, fince he will then believe 'tis yours in ibmc 
meafiire-; and you'll moreover receive thisSatisfi^i- 
on by it, that the moft zealous of your Servants will 
not be like wife the pooreft, and fo will with moreSe* 
jenity enjoy th^ Honour of your Friendlhip. f am, 

Aiy Lord, 
Your moft humbk^ &c 

Scarron. 
LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

T'o the fame. 

My Lord^ 

ALtho' you are the moft able Minifler of State We 
have, yet give me leave to tell you, you did not 
^ know what you didj whoi you dondefcended to allure- 
me, by the moft obliging Letter in the World, that 
I had forac Share in your Good-will and Friendthip^ 
The Unfortunate, In which number I raayjuftly 
reckon my felf, are often troublefome, contrary to 
their Inclinations, and Perfons ofthefameGenerofi- 
^with your Lordfliip liaye fometimes rfiafon to re- 
pent df^ieir being fo. After all thefe mighty things 
. you have^isije for me, for which I Ihall be oblig'd. 
to you as lon^ as I live, altho' the Succefs' of *ein 
. daes not anfwer my Expectation, I fliould not have a 
Pretence to importune you any more, if either my 
unhappy Stars would leave perfecuting me, or if 'twas 
poffible for your Generofiry to be wearied. But, my 
Lord, you have made me too great Promifes to give 
me any Apprehenfions of afking too much : Belides,^ 
the Afl&ir I beg you to difpatch for me, is one of 
thoft that are feldom or never rejected at the Coun- 
cil-Table : Tis what I fignified to you in my laft, 
V which in a little time will bring Money into the 
King's Coffers ; and if it fucceeds, I Ihall have as 
much reafon to blefe my Fate for your Favours, as 
I have hitherto l»d to blefs them for your extraor- 

O 4 dinai^y 
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dinary.. Civility. But let things fall out as they will, 
I ihould be die moA vngratefiu Man in the WorU^ 
if I were not whilft I live, 

Ycur moft bunibUy Scc^ 



■> I > « 



LETTER XXXV, 

To the Same. ^ t 

c 

T\On'c I take too n»3ch freedom upoti ma fd 
-^^ pcrlecutc you thus with my Letters ? Let me 
.Jcnow your Mind I bcfeedi you, that if I Jiave conj- 
niitccd a Faiilr, I may mend it for the future.- To 
deal frankly with you, I cannot help being a lit- 
tle famijiar with thofe Pcrfons whom I exoeeding- 
Jy love, nor being ferious till I come to the eixi 
of my Letter, tho* I began it with MY LORD, 
in huge capital Letters^. I would not have you to 
infer rrom hence, that I ara ever wanting in my 
Refpeft for your Lordfliip : I will always acquit 
my fejf towards yoo, as I am in Duty bound, and 
will attempt to write to you in the fublime flile 
%vhen there is Occafion tor it : But this fame in* 
dividual Man, my Lord, that will ibmetimes leave 
haJf a Foot diftance between your Tide and the 
))egi»ning ot his Letter, who will laviih all his 
iftoSs of Hyperboles there, and not forget the leaft 

of 
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of your Qualities, to* make his Performance morse 
Solemn aiid Autbentick^ will be fbmecimes ib bdid 
a^ to trouble you with Trifles, and ftrive to cheer 
cp^ a little that ferious Countenance, which, in n^ 
Opinion, becomes you Co xvell when you are ma- 
king Decrees. In fhorr, he will fometirpres endea- 
voui; to Un-Cato you, if I may p exprefs ray felE 
He will not indeed prefeme to offer at tjiis, whea 
you are taken up with important Aflairs oF State^ 
and when you are Attorney-General, Sur^ Intendmt 
of the Finances, and Minifter of State at the lame 
time. Monfieur di Chaulne wiU take you at a 
more iealbnable Opportunity, and will not intro^ 
duce me, bat when you are plain Monfieur Fot^ 
quift^ that is to fay, the moft oWigiag and gene- 
rous Man in the Univcrle ; when you Ihine by 
your own proper Light, without borrowing that of 
your Dignity and Offices •; when having quitted the 
MagiArates Kobe, you are , walking in your Cham- 
ber, either at St. Mand^^ or at Paris^ in a feort 
Coat, and with almoft the feme Equipage and Hu- 
mour Sciflo was in when he gathered Cocileftiells 
on the Sea-fhore with his Friend LoAvut* At fucb 
a time as this, my Lord, if I had the Happine& 
to 'be in yoiur Company, I would fey every thing 
•that came firft into my Head, and difpky- my felf 
with all tiie Gaiety that Heaven has b^fiow'd up- 
6n me. However, I would not pcefaine to make 
fo bold with you, till I had your EermilEon, which 
the late Cardinal of Ly^nsy upon asking, us'd to 
aUow me j and which I take without aiking of the 
Cardinal d^ JRefZj wben^ he repofes himfeK* juft 
by me on a litde yellow Couch, wh^re we tatic 
df ifomething elfe befides PolicifOks a»d Religion.. 
I may bosiAy that w>Ltb thefe twa Emiiienci^ I havjs 

p 5 uiumph* 
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triumphU over that formal Gravity which: alwajrs 
wfes to accompatif the ted hat. Both of them 
formerly made me believe they had a KiiKine& for 
me* After fuch Prcfidents, you may vouchfefe jjo 
afford rac a httle.of your Love without ai^ Shame, 
and by the extraoj:diaary Care I took to deferve 
their Favour, you may judge with what Zeal I 
am refolv'd to devote ray felf tD yours. Your 
Lordihip wifhes me well for no other Confidera- 
tion, but becaufe I. am unfortunate; and you have 
done more for me in fifteen Days, than a great 
Number of Noblemen even promis'd^ to do ever 
liuce I have been confined a perpetual Prifoner to 
my Chair. Within thefc twenty Years, there has 
£:arce pafs'd one over my Head, but that feme of 
thofe honourable Peers, who were wont to come 
and fee me in my J2hamber, juft as People went 
formerly to fee an Elephant , out of Curiofity, or 
who came to fyend an Afternoon with me, when 
they were difappointed in their Vifits, or had no- 
ihing elfe to do ; there has fcarqe pafe'd a Year 
over my Head> I fay fince then, but ibme of thele 
Pretenders to Generofity, and Friends in Mafque- 
rade, have made me moft magnificent Promifes, and. 
voluntarily offered to ferve me, or any of my Friends 
without my aiking :; Whereas Monlieur the chief 
Prefident, whom I never had the Honour te fee 
in il my Life, fent me laft Year a confiderable 
Prefent by the Ahbot MeKfige, b, little after I had 
dedicated a Book to him j whereas you, who did 
not know whether I was in the World, have hon-» 
pur*d me with your Favours, and. in a mannei too 
more obliging &an the Favour it felf. . I pre£jme, 
my Lord,. I ough|: not any farthjer to explain to 
3fQu whjtt I dwe..of yo% ;ho' yoju have laid an 
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injun£tion upon me to do it : I ought indeed to 
receive whatever Kindnefles you think fit to con- 
fer on me with all imaginable Gratitude, but I 
have no Right to prefcribc them to you, or t3 
importune you for them. A Perfon of your Ge- 
nerofity needs not be inftruded what he is to^do. 
*Tis enough for the Comfort of my Life hereaf- 
ter, that-you have been pleas'd to kok down from 
the eminent Station wherein you are i^acd, up>ii 
that wherein I am ; and I don't at all doubt, afcer 
the obliging. Letter you did me the Honour to 
write to me, and which I will, carefully preferve, 
but that I may juftly apply to you, what a cele- 
brated Poet, formerly faid ot his Benefaftory 

Ueus nobis hcpc otia fiiciti. 



LETTER XXXVL 

< 

3fy Lordy 

^ Hough rh:d*been as ill receiv'J by the Qoeen 
-■' of Swedt^TTy. as niy Reaeption. has all along 
been otherwife, yet 'every time I order'd my felf 
to be carried to the Louvre^ to divert her Majefty, 
I was told I ihould not be unwelcQme if 1 riow 
-attd then waited'upon'-you,'and pay iny ^Refpc£h 
to, the Petibn. to %vhom Lam more.oWigfdi than 
23X1 M^i livii^. 1 had Jong, before this gi'atifytl 
my impatient :dcfre to ifce you, Jiad ; not my Heakik 
obUg'd me to go to. take the Air.wiihbi aLeag^ji: 

O 6 of. 
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of Parisy where I hope to fintfli a " Play, and tic 
Conclufion of my Romance. In the mean tknc, 
my Lord, I befeech you to remember the Promife 
you made my Wife, concerning the Marqtdiate of 
her Coufin de Circe, and to permit Monlieur jP*- 
triau to make a Report of it to you. I coiifefi, 
'tis a great Favour we ask of you ; but I think I 
have already told you, you cannot grant finall ones, 
and iliU I proteft to you, that if 1 were not fiilly 
fetisfy'd that this Eftate, for which we entreat your 
definitive Sentence, were one of the moft Seigneun^' 
al in Fraficty I would not have prefum'd to write 
to you about it, altho* all my Wife's Relations 
in FoiBou have daily importund me to that end. 
But I will no longer trefpafi upon your Lofdihip'a 
Patience. I om^ 

, .four moft buhi'lei &c. 



\h E T T E R XXXVIL. 

To Abnjteur JPelifTon. 

Sify 

YOU may read what my Patron writes to me 
before it comes to mv Hands. After all the 
good Offices you haye done* me with him, you 
may very wdl open the Letters he wrires to me, 
and I have feme reafon methii&s to complain c£ 

you 
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. you for net reading that oF to D^'s date before 
I had it. *Tis fiiH t>f the kindeft Expreffions that 
can be imagined ; it has warmed my Gratitude to 

* fo M^h a Degree, and thrown me into fo great a 
Confufion, that if he fhoold write me mai^ more 
JLettets of the ftme firain^ I believe that I, who 
ought -to lo¥e him more than any Man in the 
World, ihouM at lafi go and ftab my ielf at his 
Feet, to exprefs a Refentment fo lincere as mine 
is. I have fcnt you this Letter, that you may 

'confeft with toe^ nothing can be more obliging. 
Send It me ba«k, I befeech you, fot I will lodge 
it amongft my moft valuable Archives, as a Pledge 
of that KindnclS, which the moft generous Ms^ 
upon Earth has been pleased to exprefs for me. 
Pray fend me your Opinion, whether you think 
he was diverted with the Epigrams I composed qp- 
on j5— ^ Unleis I am miilaken, two of them 
are pleaiant enough. 



LETT^ER XXXVIIL 



Sir, 

^ "pIS almoft impoffiUe for one to be obliging 
^ as you are and not be very often importuned. 
For n^ part, I am very fenfible I am troublefome 
to you, but Importunities may in fome mamier be 
allowed to unfortunate Perfons, in which number 
I am ibrry to rank my felf ; and befides^ you your 
■ ^ - ^ - - - felf 
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^elf muiV needs think me a flrange, unconfideriog 
Wretch, if I did not make fboie: Advantage of the 
Honour of your Friendfliip, and the Kindn^fs you 
have all along exprefs'd . foi me. My Servant left 
Yeflerday at your ftoufe a Memorial of my Afiair 
with Monlieur h Tardify who to be fure would ne- 
ver rtfufe you a Matter of greater Importance, and 
to whom 1 will communicate, whenever he thinks 
fit, the Grounds upon which I- build my Preten- 
tions. I befeech you. Sir, to fpeafc a Word or two 
to him' about it, and to give ts^ l^av^ tojeiid 
fome bndy to him as from you to fceg that:of him, 
which ^ou will find in the Memorial I have knt 
you. 'Tis one of ray Friends at J^reux that gives 
me this Advice, and who has made me find 
my private Advantage in it, belies ^hp Satisfaflioai. 
of &rvin^ him. I ara^. . - 



Sir, 



'^ « «• V * 4 -V 'vw ^ 



Scarron*. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

To ' 

Sir, ' '' 

^•IpIS a mighty lofi to me, that I ^m not fo- 
• well known to you as you are to me : Yon 
would not then queftion, that I have all that due 
Senfe of your Generofity which you can defire, and 
for the feveral Obligations I have to you, all the 
Gratitude I can either Ihew or exprefi* I was 
told to Day by Monfieur Tardify what meafures 
you intend to take to ferve me ; and have fatis- 
ty'd him how far all thefe obliQ;ing ffeps you make 
ill my behalf are free from all fufpicion of Inte- 
reft, fince I am the moft ufelefs, infignificant Wretch 
alive. I befeech you^^ Sir, to continue them, and 
to compleat a Work, which could only be under?- 
taken by one who has as large a Sout as your felf. 
If you will appoint any Day for it, 111 take care 
to give" due notice to Monfieur Tardlf. I am im- 
patient to owe all my Eafe in this World to yotf, 
not fo much to fee my Affairs foon eftabli{h*i^ as 
that I may have more right to fay, that I am. 
more indebted to you than any one, and I beg 
you to believe, that this will always be the high*- 
eft Ambition of, 

S/>, jour moft bumble and 

moft obedient Servant ^^ 

Scarron.. 

LET- 
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LETTER XL. 



I 



Sir, 

Willi I were able to write a Letter to you tbat 
deferv'd to be Ihewn to your Patron, axid would 
make him give a feconcj Order to Monfieur BrU" 
ant^ JBut is it poffibk for a Man to write well, 
whea he has not a Farthing in his Pocket to blefi 
himfelf withal ? For my part, I was never ib 
plaguily out with Fortune as I am at this prefent 
Writing, Out of three Lotteries I could get no- 
thing but Blanks, when Madam Scarr^n could get 
two Silver Cups j but as they don't belong to my 

?urifdi<Slion, they only make me envy her good 
.uck, and rail at my own ill Delliny. Add to 
this Bois^Rolert ^id the Carneilhi. 



Wbmn 
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Whom your PaSron fo fage, 

The Maecenas o'tlf Jge^ 

In honour to ffit. 

He the be ft Judge cf it, 

So often invitesi ' 

To fee him a Nights. 

Tbis^ under the Kop^ 

Difturh my Repofe ; / 

As the famousExf hits of a GttasinCommanderf 
Inferiour in nothing to Great Alexander, 

Kept nightly awake 
, An Anthenian ^ake. 

JBy my troth I can't tell 

In what Olymfad it felly 

[Tis without it as well. 

By , this I find fhc good old Ptovcrt), A Man% 
Face is hii ^eji Spoke [man ^ to be one of the.trueft 
in the World. ^If I could go up and down hke. 
the reft of the two-legg*d Creation, it would fave 
yo'i at leaft twenty troubleferae Letters a Week, 
and I would certainly make my Cburt in my own 
Perf@n, t& ]>efon^'d and Monftrous as It is. 



/ ha^ oft on my wordy 

Trfd to vifit your Lord^ 

And to make my heft BhoWy 

Lrefsd and primd Hke ti Beau. - > 

Mat the Plague on*t lies here \ 

When I am put in my Chair ^ 
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Mj Pains ftrait hegin^ 

Both without and ^ithiny 

To make their Attack^ 

And maul me ihwick thwaeit; 

Th?n I Jwcggjr and timty 

Call Son of a IVhore ; 

Ha ! jernicj morhkau, 

And fwear like a Jewj 

Or a Porter at Put^ 

Or a Beau at a Slut, . 

Or a Coachman at Sparks 

l^h.7i hilkd in the. darky 

Or Bully at Lun^ . ' . ^ ' 

Or German Lragpon^ 

Or a- Sharker at Plajy 

Or a Seaman for Pay, 

Or a B^ke for a U" hore, 

Or a Pric'ft for a Cure. 

But I've plagud you enough 

With this Tragical Stuff. 

That which I have hinted to you here in Verft, 
the good People of Narquois de . Bigot ufe to caJl, 
heing vifited If the Lord j aiid I have frequent- 
ly had lome Priefts and Monks congratulate me, 
becaufe the good Lord vifited me oftner than any 
one elfe, and they feem'd to envy me this Hap- 
pincfs, which I would have quitted to them widi 
all my Heart, as great a flep to Salvation as they 
thought it. lo troth, lam at preient fo bad a Chrlr 
tian, chat I can hardly return my Thanks £br fuch 
ViGts, and waot feveral Rounds of the Ladder, 
before I can mount up to fo perfcfl a Refigna- 
.tic(n of my felf to the VVill of Providence. In 

the 
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the mean time I languiih in expeftation of what you 
have made me h^pe from iAonfiem' Brea»t I Be- 
lieve, as you (^nd me word, he is willing Enough to 
oblige me, but I very much queftion whether he 
will be able to do much for me. I am likewife of 
Opinion,. he*s puzzled eoough iij all Confcience to 
find Money f jr the beginning of the Caaipaign ; 
but {o finall a Sum would fuffice to eqrip me for 
mine, and what I expeiSt from him would fo little 
contribute to make him eafie, that Tie may foon put 
^n end to all my Trot^bles without encreifing his 
own, 'Tisyour Intereft, I muft tell you, to prevail 
with Him to do it, thit yon may deliver yCHJr felf 
from thie Perfecution of my Billets and Epiflles. 
Now it comes into my Heid^ I was yefterday put 
into bodily Fear ; Word wa& brought me, that Mon- 
iituT Aferauty MsL^^T of the Accounts, muft needs 
Ipeak with me : I expefted feme terrible Bufinefs or 
other, but he only talk'd of the Repairs of his FTouie, 
the overflowing of the Sei^ie, the Afiair of Hedi^g^ 
and above all told me, I was a happy Man to haye la 
much Wit, 

Sir, 

Your mpft hunible^ 8cz. 

Scarron. 



s 
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LETTER XLI. 



Sit; 

I Am going to4:elI you a Story that concerns joOf \ 
and whidi will divert you, uidefi Tm miflaken* 
About three Days ago I happened td be without Mo- 
ney, an Accident that befals me ofiener than I could 
wiJh, fi) I fent my Servant to Monficur Ridhmondy 
of whom I Quarterly receive Four hundred Livres, 
which the Sur^Iniendant is (deas'd to allow me, 
and pray*d him to advance me Ten Days Payment 
of the Quarter then running. There haK«n*d to 
be in the Room one Mr , to whom* I am 

an abfolute Strsiiger, and v;ho c€tifcr*d this as a 
great Fault iu nic, which however I believe I fliall 
not cQrrefl in my felf this pretty while. Seeing my 
Servant, fays he to him, I don't know your Mafter, 
he knows no body but Monfieur de Lorme^ and ne- 
ver dedicated or gave any of his Books to me yet \ 
tell Urn, he Ihall not have a Penny of his Money 
till the end of the Month. You may fee. Sir, how 
this curied plaguy Poverty draws Contempt upon a 
Man, and that althp' Queens, Princefles, and all the 
Perfons of Quality hi the Kingdom have had the 
Curiofity to fee me, honour me with their Vifits, 
and excufe me from returning them, a rude Whip- 
fler of a Fellow fliall impudently iiifult me. You 
may likewife fee, that altho* you arc efteemld and 
lov'd by all the World, you are not able to efcape 

the 



^ 
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the Malice of fome envious Brutes, who are vex*d' 
at your Reputation. But I will no longer, make the 
Men of Bufinefs murmur, who wait you in your 
Antichamber, by amufing you to read a Letter of fo 
little importance. I am, 

Sir, 
Your mofi humhUy 
moji obedient, and 
Tmft fajj^onttte Servant , 

ScarronJ 



LETTER XLII. 






y 



Sir, " 

T Now fend you the two Letters 1 read to you 
■■• Yefterday, becaufe I obferv'd they did not dif- 
pleafe you. In the mean time I will order fome 
more to be copied out for you, and likewife a few 
Verfes. At prcfent I an* wholly taken up with my 
Play, becaufe I have niy chief Subfiftence from the 
Theatre. This writing of Plays is a confounded 
Fatigue^ that does not turn to Account when a Man , 
ff ends a world of Time and Thought about them, 
and there is little or no Reputation to be got when 
they are made in a hurry : All other jhings require 
Repofe and Tranquillity ^ a Man can fcarce enjoy 

' « either 
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cither one or the other, when he is as ill in his 
Health as in his Affairs : and, for ray felf, I make 
no fcruple to own, that I find ray Gaiety infenlibly 
decay, fince, like an unhappy Workman, 1 am forc'd 
to. write Verfes to get my Bread. I find my felf too 
not a little perplexed in my Thoughts about the 
Attorney-General, for if I don't thank him as often 
as my Gratitude prompts me to do it, he will fuf^ied 
I have none; and if I thsink him as often as I am 
defirous to do it, I fear he will think I a£l wholly 
upon Intereft. I know well enough, he is tco gene- 
rous to expeS Compliments from thofe he obliges, 
and that his Judgment is too difcerning, not to 
inow, that to give to fuch an ufelels Wretch as my 
felf, is properly Charity ; whereas, to oblige a Per- 
Ion who may requite us again in Specie, is not do- 
ing a Kindnefs, but downright Trafficking and Po- 
licy. In Ihort, Sir, there is a certain ConduS I am 
to obferve in this Affair, which I can only learn 
from your felf, who have known him lb long* I 
did not think to write fo gravely to you, but a Man 
cannot help fometimes having Clouds in his Brain, 
which muft have Time to difperfe. Tell me the 
Name of your Friend, that I may certainly know to 
whom 'tis I am oblig'd. I am, 

Srry 

Tour moft bumble , and 

moft oiedieni Servant y 

Scarron. 



fA 
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a/i CharaHer. 

Since drawing of CharaSers is fo much in Fafliion, 
I am refolv'd to attempt one ; but having a j ft 
Diffidence of ray o^vn Talent, I will chufe a Subjc Q. 
fo fertile, that m/ Performance, akho' perhaps Mj 
ill executed, Ihall nev^rthcle/s find Admirers enough. 
The Perfpn whom I defign to paint is a Man of 
Quality ; great by his Birth, ilnce he is defcended 
from the Blood of our Princes, but much greater 
fUU' by his Merit. Wheii but Thirty Years eld, 
he was fcarce thought fufficiently rewarded with 
one of the higheft Pofts at Court. He was made 
an Officer of the Crown, I don t mean one of thofe 
who are only .^oblig'd to ierve the King in a pair of 
Silk Stockings, and glitter at a Court Mafquerade^ 
but one. Qf thofe who want but one Step higher to 
arrive at the Supreme Command of War, and 
whom our Kings may lafely truft with the Defence 
of our Frontiers, and the Conduct of our Armies: 
But he is not as yet where he ought to be ; if For- 
tune leaves him where he is, 'tis impoffible for hec 
to be more unjuft ; and if Ihe Ihould heap upon 
him all that is in her power to give, I can't tell 
^ whether it would be aU hedeferyes. He poleffes, - 
without contradiction, all thofe ihining Qualities 
that are requir'd in what we commonly call a Ht^9y 
or Demi'Qod. He has been fo to. me ever fince I 
Jiave had the Honour to know him, and will alwiys 
be fo to the reft of the WodJ tliat have any Difcern- 

menc. 
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incnt. The greateft Heroes of Antiquity were in 
no rclpeft fuperiour to him 5 and of all thofe that 
have wore the Sword, (for there are People that 
wear it in all Profeffions ) I know none that have 
fo glorioufly imploy'd theirs as my Hero has done, 
both in France stnd Flanders. \i\ both thefe pla- 
ces they take a Pleafure to talk of his Viftories, as 
diey formerly did in Rwne^ to relate that of Tiora^ 
fius over the Curatii ; and if, like that valiant Ro^ 
Maftj he has been prai^d for having always beaten 
his Enemy, he cannot, like him, be blamed for 
ever turning his Back. B&t if be poilefles in a 
more eminent manner than any Man living, all the 
eflential Ingredients that enter into the composition 
d£ a Hero, he has no kfs his Mi»i« The Channs 
of his Perfon anfw^ his other QQs£tks, and by 
fibem he has triomph'd over th€ moft formidaUe 
Beatities of the Court, as he has over the Br^veft 
by his Valour \ and his Vi£h)ries in Love equal 
thofe of War. It's true, he is accused for running 
inceifantly a&er new Conquefis, but the Ambition 
of a Conqueror iconis afi Bounds, smd he that can 
vanquiih with eafe^ can hardly forbear to make an 
Attack. He is foneiewhat above the common fee, 
yet not too taH 5 aftd by what ^e find his Shape at 
prefent, we may eafily guefs it has been one of the 
fineft in the World. His Head comprehends all 
the good Senfe we beilow upon grey Hairs, without 
wearing theit Livery ^ and from the agreeable Air 
At givies his Face, as alio iVdm that it receives from 
•ir, there refuks a -noble Msrfculine Beauty j which, 
.without having the Delicacy of that of the Wo- 
man, has, notwichftanding, every thing that makes 
her be beloved. I would not in fo particular a man- 
ner draw the Pourtrait of his Vilage, nor of his 

entire 



eiiiXte PetfinOy did not, I ftar to bes^proach'd foi; 

ipealciiig only of his Advantage?, aniKaviiig a Dev 

lign to omit the reft. Therefore, after I have iaici 

lie has fine Teeth, a Beauty that belongs to Men as 

^ydl ^s Women^ and without \yhich the moft Ao- 

complilh'd may give Difguft, T wiH own, his Eyes, 

tho' lively, and full cf Fire, are. weak to fee any 

thing at a^diflaflee, tho' -Aey loft nothijig of what 

they fee near at Jiand. Some Ladies impute to 

then) the Inconftanoy-thcy c<ihdemji in him, and 

complain of him for fuflering himfelf to be con- 

du<3cd,* by Jfuch Xr^chexpys Guides, which make him 

Tuh after every he\vObje6l, and are frequently ape 

jtomake him goaflray: But, Is it not their Fault ? 

^ndthe Crime they accufe hiA'6f, do<&. it not pri- 

-ceed from their bad Example ?• Aftd^W they prSaife 

thofc Duties they pretend he neglefts? A^Man 

jnay fometimes give bis Eyes leave tD look upon 

Objefls that are unworthy of him, provided he-does' 

it only en P^JpiKt ; and as in 'my Charadler I have 

hitherto only drawn that whith he may have, in com* 

mon with others,', yet what he pQUdfes aboyc the 

ordhiary rank, what he derives ' neither from 'his 

Birth nor Fortune, but only from himfelf^ is' cf a 

much greater Price, aJid more difficuk to paint: 

I mean his Soul, that vm never yet Ihakeh by any 

; Accidents cjf Fortune'; Bis Wit, tltat equals; the 

.Irrajicniillity cf his Soul ; aiid hisfrntoraV FaciHry of 

leiprfiflmg himftlf,. that is, neither iffeftcd aor too 

^udred/ A Man may be fometimes allow'd to be 

iuceiii|a/it in Love, when he is, like hitn, the moft 

^ouJlant Mail m his Friendlhips. When I talk'd of 

the Beauty of his Shape, I forgot that of his Legs; 

^t a'tlme when- our great Guns have conceard* the 

Defe£l$ of rnahy of our Bandy-leg.*d Courtieifs, and 

' . . P . whai 
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when thofc who pretend to iet »p fik hahdfone 
Sparks, and are in s^ppearance the befl made, vei; 
cFcen have none of the firaitcft. 



LETT ER XLUL 



■•4^4^ ^ 'Vto 



Paris y June 1 4th, 1657. 

I Am going to give you a convUidng Pjoof how 
mudi I am your- Friend, by bringing you to 
the Knowledge of Madam de Movgeron s Son, and 
by giving you an Opportunity to oblige a Lady of 
lier Merit in the Perfon of her Son, who really <fe- 
ler\'^ what fot xny fake you'll grant him, a Pbce 
ill your Friendlhip. You'll give me a Proof of your 
own. if you gratifie me in this Pafrticdar, and for 
this Piece of Service to you and hiin, I expert 
abundance of Thanks from both of yod, before the 
Campaign be over. Among the other good Quali- 
fies that Ihine in this young Gentleman, I wiH ac- 
4}uaii)c you but with one, that perhaps he would 
conceal from you : He plays upon the Lute better 
than aiiy Man of his Condition, and yet the Time 
lie has'fpent to acquire this Skill, has not done the 
leaft Prejudice to his other Exerciies, no more than 
it has hinder'd his Stud ies,^and his traveling into 
SpaifTj GermoT^^ and Italy. Tho* his Modefly, I 
Jknow, will incline him to conceal his own Worth, 
yeta Peribu of your Judgment will ipon difcov«r 
V what 
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what I tell you to be true, and much more, which 
we will calk of next Winter, In the mean time, 
oh ! thou moft paffionate of all Men, but the lead 
punftual in every thrng, except Fricndlhip, lam, 

' Sir, 
Your moft humble, &c. 

Scarrofl. 
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L E T T E R XLIV. 



Sir, 

YOttll find me good for Ibmething, fincc T p^t 
an Opportunity into your Hands of obligiiig a 

very honeft Gentleman : *Tis Mr. R , of whom 

I (poke to you t'other Day. He is as much my 
Friend as I can for the Heart of me defire hlin 
to be. By this 1 dcfign to let you undcrfland, that 
he has a great deal of Merit. For your own R e- 
putation you ought not to fufpe<a that I don t know 
you ; I who blow at firft fight what you value, and 
who would buy y<^ur Fiiendihip at the higheft Price 

Jou can fet upon it, were I able to purchafe it. 
ionfieur de Rojleau will let you know the reft. I 



am, 



Sir^ 
Your tnoft^bumbU^ Sec. 

Scarrooi 

P 2 LET- 
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L E T T E R XLV. 

Sir,, 

MY Wife has- iiifbrm'd mc what obliging Me- 
diods you have proposed to ferve us -Xhefe 
jjew Marks of your Generofity have added nothiiiig 
to the good-Opiiiion 1 iiavc ail-along had of you. 
In that little time! had the Honour of feeing you, 
I was fufficiently convinc'd cf what your Reputa- 
tion long ago had given me the grcateft AlTurances ; 
and 1 fincerely proteft, that altho' the Expe^ations 
I have built upon your Protcdion and Friendihip 
Ihould be attended with no good Succefi, yet Ihall I 
only complain of my untoward Defliny, and extol 
your Generofity as long as I live. The World, | 
believe, does not take rac for an ungrateful Fellow, 
and I can give you no b«tter Proof of it, than by 
idefiring you to obferve, that tho' J am the moft 
ufelefs insignificant Man alive, yet ieveral Perlbns 
of Condition and Merit are. ipy. Friends, or atleaft 
jpretcnd to 'be lb ; But I- mc^ ingenuoufly own to 
you, that among rhofe who appear the moft zealous 
f o ferve me, not one has cflfer'd to do it at fo critiiSai 
a jun6hirc as you. Your Time, as precious as it is, 
is lefs beftow'd upon your felf than others ; and I 
am fenfible, I ihould make you lofe too much of it, 
ihould I here pretend' to fet'down alj that ray Grati- 
•afe Jnipircs me with. Till I have an Opportuni- 
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ty to mak^ you a publicfc Acfciiowleagment of ic, 
0€ |)leas'd to take up with this'fincere Profeftation 1 
now make you, of being) while \ live,- 



* ' i 



Scar roil. 



ttmttimiMmmmtmatmt 



LETTER XLVl. 

. « - • 

Y*(JU tenfme word, that Pather Vavhjpur hat 
written a Treatife againft the Burlefquc Stile : 
'Tis well .done oF him ; l even ; euvy iim for fo 
good a Defign, and you will exceedingly oblige me, 
to let me have . the fight of a.Book which defervcs 
(6 well of the Publick. If I were to write a^ainit 
any of the crying, Sins of the Age, I would moft 
certainly level ray Pen at Burlelque Verfe : And 
^ouhave, a very iirOpinion^of mc 'indeed, if y©u 
tbirik L am angry with this w6rthy Author for his 
PerCbJImance. . Next to a fiinking Breath, and to a 
dull Rogue that always aftcfts tu .be. wirty, I kjiow 
ho greater Plague in the World than this execrable 
Ibrt of Poetry : And fince I am in fome.nneifure the 
Oca^on of its mig^ity fpceading^ I cannot take it iU 
of Fatlier V^isjaffdur^ if, wheti. his Hand is. in, he 
gives me a Lain or. two* Thole that told you I 
was angry, with him,- doat know. me. For my 
- ' P 3 part, 
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part, I hid not known at this very Mimitey that 
he had written againft thefe Infefts of Faru/ijffkij 
ihefe Scoundrels of Helicon^ if you had not given 
me Notice of it. The Publidk ought to return 
him Thanks for this Noble Work, Which, I hope, 
will c^£lually reform fb enormous an Abufe ; aiid 
you ought )ikewi(e to let me fee him as ibon as you 
<ian contrive it, to make ra< Amends for the Wrong' 
you have done me, in believing me capable of be- 
ing dirpleas'd at fo charitable a Deiign. I am Fa- 
ther VAv(tff:uT\ and 

• Your bumble Servant^ 

Scarron. 



LETTER XLVII. 



ALtho" my ASairs were wholly de^rate, I (hould 
prefer it to the beft Fortune in the Workl,fince 
it has been the Occafi(»i of my receiving a Letter 
ircm you* 'Tis impoOible for any thing to be 
written in a mote obliging manner ; and were I 
not a Gallant wholly dead to this wicked World, I 
could hardly forbear crowing vain upon fo great a 
Favour. Perhaps, Nladam, vou oiuy thought to 
write me a civil Letter ; you have gone .mucn far- 
ther, and I muft freely declare to you, that of the 



« 

lanhappieft of all Men, yon have entirely reconcild 
»T>e to my Fortune, that I now look upon my felF ta 
be rather an Objeft of Envy than Pity. In Ihorr^ 
the Satis&ftion your Goodtiefs has given me, im-? 
ploys all the Faculties of my Mind, and takes m« 
up to that degree, that I don't knbw how to talk to 
you about ' my Affair wkh Monf, de lay None He* 
uart^ Butfincc you enjoyn rae to do it,- and *ti» 
more reafonabkfl IhcuJd dbey you, than follow my 
own Humour, I will tell you^ Madam, that provi- 
ded "^ you 11 fignific to Mowi/delay Nou*: ReuArtj 
that Madam Zcarron and I are; fo happy to have 
ibme fhare in youc goqd Graces, *tft$ ii^poflible but 
my Afiair mufi lucceed in Ms Hands., thoit^ he 
were as much againfi m^ as I kiK>w hini incliii'd to 
fervc you* 



; . »' . 



Your moft bumble,^ Uc. 

Scarron* 



LETTER XLVIIL 



Apr/. 2. 
Srr, . , ^ 

ICaxi t tell whether you arc as . effef^ually lofc ta 
your other Friends as you are to me : For my 
part, I fee you .no mote than if you wer^ aliea^y. 

. P 4 one 
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One oF the Deans c5f the AngcHck Choir, to wani 
which place you are riding in Poft hafle. How- 
ever, I think you are not ill . provided for in this 
tranfitory Wo^rld ; and, in my Opinion, Twelve 
diouftnd Livres a Year in pure Benefices, and a f oc- 
lilh Eflate of Eight hundred thouland Livres more, 
may eajily reconcile a Man to imike a longer ftay^ 
•mong lis- poor Mortals. . Raillery apart,. What is 
rtie« feafoi) i never fee you ? Is- it l)ecaufe your 
Hours of Devotion take op all yofir.Timc, or in 
that you afrereibivM to break^ off all Comiperce 
tvith fo great ^Si^iner as oiy fetf ^ This would be 
dtetnieA^icmeifa'Hlttiiet, aadyoprcvf^ nuxJi 
ifiithev'fo eiid^sm^br Wf Salvatioi^i as a thhig to be 
fed^d)«thsiilit0 krs«enie4)i]^. till yon law theyoanjf 
Saint of your own planting fprout up and flotoriib . 

Sir, 
Tour w(jfi humbley &c. 

' ^' ' Scarron. 
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LETTER XLIX. 



» 



To Motii. de Searuis. 

HE R ttighnels does me a great deal of Ho- 
nour, to think fb'^vorthlefs an hikdi as I is 
flill in the World ; aild you do me no lefi on youf 
fide, to believe me caj^ble of dra^ving a Charafler: 

as 
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as-ife'Qftght'to beu Th^ I fhould be fo rain as to 
ilati£« my fclf upon this Article, and my Defire to 
ple5U!b;yoU itold give me that to. paint, yet the 
Pourctaits which Her Highnefs.has made, would 
wholly difcourage me from attetfiptiiig any thing of 
tills naCQre : They are, as far as 1 am able to judge, 
tjie'fineft that were ever dra\yn, aixi ot^r VVits wchJ J' 
bafcre rea£Mi,|0'CQ«nplaiaof tihis. IVmcefii, for robt>i*>g; 
th^ni^if dae Glory •<)f VVrltuig well, did Ihe noc 
i1>a]£e fhem fufficientj Am^iKfe, fcy tbe Honour Ib^ 
4(j>^ them to be of their ProfelSon. A good Cha- 
ifkfter is a much harder PerfoQo^nce than one woulti 
imagine : A Man ought to be very well acquainted. 
^thbis Subjefl^ before he prefuqies to defcribe it ; 
t^t, J^i&r'as r cajilec,..\ve {carce kpow any one. 
well bttt. our felves^ and fome of our intimate Friends^ 
Nqw I will appeal to yoiiij-whethiei: a Mail of Breed-i* 
ing can commend himfelf, without a great deal of. 
Vanity ; and, on the other hand, if he is oblig'd to 
lay open his blind fideto others, as he would do to 
his Confeffor ? In like manner, Can a Man praife 
his Friends wichour tidng them, or expofe their De- 
fefls without offending them ? There are no lefs 
Incotiy^ieiK^es iivpr aifing thofe Perfons that are in- 
different to us ; for as aPourtrait ought to be of a 
known Subje6l:j and a Man has no other way of 
making himfelf known, but by his Quality and Me- ' 
rit, we run the rifqpc cf dilbbUgiijg thofe whom we 
ought to relpeft and elkeift, if we dcfn'r give them 
the Praifes they deferve. We are taken for imper- 
tinent Foolsj if we beftow folfe Commendations up- 
on them ; and let us manage the Panegyri<}ue as 
nicely as we can, yet nothing, in my Opinion, is 
morie filfome andtediius, either for him thit re- 
ceives ir, or R>r hinx that gives it, or for thofe that 
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bear it. Befides theie general Reaibm, which hare 
laade me to rake up a Reiblution not to drstw any 
Chara6lers, I have fome peculiar to my felf; v^hicb 
I don*t doubt but you'll allow ofl An unhappy 
Wretch, as.lam, that never ftirs out of his Cham- 
ber, can have no Knowledge ^either of Men or 
Things, but by fecond^hand ; and you'll agree that 
this is a great Diiadvantage to a Painter, wno ought 
to have his Imagination full of a great number of 
Idea's that are only to be had in Converiacion, and 
feeing the World. For my part, I find, to my great 
Mortification, that a Man grows rufty at Ions mii ia 
a Chamber, as well as in the Country i and iam no 
lefs fatisfied, that he ought to have as great a Stock 
of ^it and Judgment as the Princefi has^ tOybe able 
to draw a Charader well, and to be of the lame(^a- 
Ifxjy to be able to praife and blame without Incurring 
Cenfure. I am, 

« 

Your moft htiMe^ Sau: 

ScarroR. 



LETTER L. 

To ^he Duke «/ Elboeuf. 

1 Know well enough what I owe to your Grace s 
^ Dignity, and will never abufe it ,• but *tis almoft 
impcflibie for me. to vvriie to you without trem- 
bling, 
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blingy aiid to preferve my cheerful Temper, in a 
X^etter which is to begin with a Maj it fleafe jour 
Grace, written in huge Gigantick CharaSers, and 
trhe reft following at half a Yard diftaiKe at lead. 
Ke not diipleas'd that I take this Opporruiiicy to 
fcnd you a thoufand Thajiks for doing rae the Ho- 
nour to think of me noyv and then, tox all the Pies 
Jrou have prefented me with, and particularly for the 
af^ which I juft noiv recdiv'd j we Ihall open it 
to-morrow, with more Pomp and Solemnity thai* 
Lawyers do the Term : There will be the Mellieurs 
de VivoJtaey de MoXa, d'Elhentj de Chaft'dloft^ 
2Wid my felf : We will drink your flealrh molt rnag- 
nificiently ; and the Honour jOf your Reraembraiice 
Ihall ftilly comfort me for the Abfence of Madam 
Scarron, whom Madam de Mont^cheurevil has ear- 
ned away froin me. I am mightily afraid IcA thac 
debauched Lady Ihould make the. Wife of my Bofom 
take a fancy to Wine and Women, and perfeSly 
fooil her before, fhcf^nds me her home again, . As 
K)r you» my Lord, let me advife you not to Cjuander 
s^way all your radical Moifture among the Nymphs 
of Picaraj^ but keep a little to comfort the poor 
pamfeU of Paris. Con queftOj I am, of all your 
moft humble and moft obedient Servants^ the rnoft. 
dutiful and moft zealous, 

Scacron, 
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: LETTEil. U' 
To Monfieur de Villette. 

•S/>, '.*'-/,• ^ ■• ' • •• • ■'■ 

I Ay as not ill a Condition to ftha^ob ati Aiifwcr 
^fodH'cr^ by region of a grflat Disflo^ioiT ih one of 
niy Eyes,* biiice theat ^ou have Writecn to Madam 
Sc^yrony ind Rke^vife to Mont del^effack. Your 
tao Lertets are admirable in their kind, $nd defetv^" 
to'be learnr by heart. A Pciferi of very good-Senffi, 
to whom you are tio Str3ng<*r, told tne, Wlien he 
rtad them, that he' wis cpnfident yqu^ nvcre- iii'^very 
godd Health, and^- that yotir Af6trs*Went well in the 
Woddj iince you' \<^e atk' to' wijtc txiro* foehdiJ-, 
vferthig Letters, As forme, if J did liot kiKJwyou* 
wric both c5f them with afl the Eafc imagiitafele, f 
would ;fay of ydur ■ fiiie Compofitions ui Profe^ 
whereiii you caifrr the R&t, what ^C albtc^# 
^Ethene feid vefy 'pteafantly, ,fbrire'tim<f ^^i,^ 
ihofe People that are always aiming t6 fp^k "rhitf 
things in Company 5 That, in truth, a Man got a 
grelt.d£ifc^6Creditby always fpeaking fine things, 
but that by Araining to do fo, he put himfelf to a 
great Expence ; and, that he had made it his Ob- 
fervatidn, that fuch Gentlemen did not live long. 
May Heaven, ot its infinite Goodnefs, flill preferve 
you in this fecundity ot Wit, and infatigability cf 
HTrvJ, aiid may I Fifty Years hence be ^jntertain'd 
wi'ch your happy ProduHions. But this only by the 
bye. Ma- 



^ iSL Scarroft; jxrj 

Madam Scarroft is very urfitppir that ihe has not 
a:Coacbai)dSix, aod.afine Ei|uipAgi&,$og0 upand) 
down where ihc pleafea, wbrn^io. gr^KK a HappiiiefiL 
is offer d her, as that of being invited to Broucg^ 
by Madamoifelle de Manchinij 

Tyber J rich Prefent^ and iheTrids o/FraiKC. 

I hope flic 11 mafce^ her felP aftiends fbf fb great a 
Lofs, fo foon as the Court returns, to Paris^ and 
that th^n4h6ll^have'theHanoui:)o£ being known to 
that incomparable Roman Lady, and have ibme 
ihare in her Friendlhip. As for me, I woulds^r 
her my.Licenie (for you know we Poets mufl al- 
ways have fome Divinity to bellow it on ) but I 
no left diftruft the Mferit of my Prcfcnt, thai> ats^ 
perfuaded, that, no Perfohin the World dclferves mfe 
richeft Figures of our* Po^ts better than llie^ \vA 
you know welLenough our'Merchandife is flisHted, 
vvhen 'tis given .before *cis^ call"d for/ fdrf/xs as 
empty as ypur Brou^gJ is full, tKo* I am fcat^^ fen* 
fiWcof it in. ray little Habitatioii ; for Compiny fe* 
croud^ in upon us, ,thatl^have prderld my^Servafnti 
to tell ..all ^ ^he;. I!r|iii;je%^ Puj^es, .a^id' 0Mcef s %( ch^ 
CrowiK, t^^t, eiiqu,ip for ma daily,.' that I' receive 
no ViUts. Thij inrf^es Ifeople' yc'rj ambitious of 
being admitted into" Qiir little Society, and there is 
furious'cailvafing fb^ it both^ih City and Court. '\ 
don't fay this 'with defign to infinuatej that we at 
/*/iri^ pretend *td enter into any competiuon with 
ypur Deities at Brouag?^ and \vith your otbtr happy 
Perfoiis, thac eiy*:^ Tuch inftruajve Coi'iverfatrcl 
thefc; but. their frue' JElehient is Pnrhj or the 
Couit ; and when, upon their leaving BrouAg^^ f'hcy 
leavf you in your "primitive Ncthijig, ^♦hWe"thcy 

found 
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fbund ;oa, you will be no better nor worfe thnn 
CoaMPf Bumpldm, and meer Qowiis^ AdicH, my 
Hand akes with wridng. 



^ I I !■! 



I 



LETTER LIL 
To^tbe Count of Vivonne* 

Have fbund the foul Copy of the Letter I writ 
you, and muft needs own, I think it very fbo- 
Bft ,• but fince you have a mind to fee it, I herein 
fend it you, fudi as it is. 'Tis a wonderful Satif^ 
faflion to me that you keep me ftill in renjem- 
brancc ; and indeed you do me but Juftice, fince 
you are oblig'd in Conicience to thiiik fometimes 
of a K^n diat eileems you fo much ; and I befeedi 
you to believe, that your Retirement at KoiJJy is 
not half fo tirelbme to your felf as me, who Ihould 
hope fometimes to fee you Jtt my poor:Quarter^ if 
you were in jp^m; I mean, when you can find 
no body in the Hue des ToumeHesj or elfewhere, 
and you have nothing better to imploy you about. 
Our NeighbDurslhouTd be the prmcipal Subjeft of 
our Converlation, or, if you pleafe, the Burthen of 
the Song; and, to relieve the Scene, we would 
fometimes tell merry bantering Stories, without 
which, I p^fitively maintain, that all Convcrfetion 
in a little time becomes infipid and languilhing, 
Moo&ur dpibene and I ;:emember you firequentqr 

' - . . over 
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over our Wine, and I wifc, with all my Heart, you 
were Jifire to pledge 4is* Monlieur de Jkktta is in 
Xaintopge^ and 'twoidd be well for me if he were 
in Parisy for then you would have Icfs reafon to fear 
being tir'd with impertinent Chat, when you Ihould 
be fo good-natur'd as to make a Ihort Vifit to 

3R)«r mofi bumble Servant y 

Scarroa 






LETTER LIII. 
5^ 



Sir, 



Sept. 5. 1 i6o. 



AT laft my Afl&ir^ is fign'd, and I owe all th^ 
Obligation of it to you. I wilh I were Mafter 
of fomething better than CompUments, to teAifie 
my Aoknowledgment^ to j^ou, but they are at leaft 
valuable upon this fbpf e, that they are hearty and' 
' fiiKeie; ^id I beg yoa;to believe, I would nek pub-' 
lilh to all the World, that I am the greateft' Adihirer 
of MonC^^f Quicb^j and the moft zealous of his Ser- 
vants^ if I were not really fo* / 

• Scarron. 



LET 
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To the, Marw^s e?^ yillarceaux. 

. Sir,..:: 

I Am extreamly oblig d to you for refrefhing me, 
^whea.L waked tU&. Morjung, wkh^xhe.ja^eer. 
able Vifion of the two Angels of your own ma- 
king. Tis qdrtaiai ybu had: aii'exoellent Model hy 
you when you made them, and that you mufl know 
Something more of jjjofe. happjLBebigs than the reft 
of Mankind, Accident and Chance never ufe to 
produce any jhing fo perfe^l as they are, efpecially 
in things oP'this nature, where a Man muft run it 
off-hand in fpite of his Teeth, and where he muft 
fittilh all at a Ikoke, or eKe give over. My i^rien<| 
Hoijleau laid very pleafantly updn this Occafion, 
that y^u Ought to do nothing elfe but g» Ghiidrei>. * 
To teturn ft<»v tb yoors, I confefs^ «hq ai« ladmiiw- 
hie, and as every thing has its Value, the grcateft' 
Wtti in my Opiniofft, is fhfe eliieft of thetwo j 
whothfer it be becaufe^he U mbre advanc'd l« Years* 
than his Brother, whe likewife wiH have bisAdmi-' 
rers iland in his turn ; or becaufe my hicliaacioa' 
leads me that way, and fixes me there, for which f 
capaffign no rcafon. In Ihort, both of them are 
very worthy of their Father ; and fiace you would 
have me tell you by their Phyliognomy what their 
Fortunes ace like to prove, they will commit a 
world of Ravages upon People of both Sexes. Ic 

wij 



ivill not be long bcfore^hc ddcft will begin to pufii 
on' his Conquers, and perhaps make aii-Attempt 
upon fome of yours. May Heaven ihMerqf avert 
ftch a Misfortune from your Family^ ^vhich nny 
few Divifion between two ^tbei:s,\ and tnake Fa- 
ther and Son irraboiKilcable Hivals.*. There hapr 
Tend to be in my RoonJ, when 'they cainc thither, 
three Or foot Gendcmert tf very good Judgment 
and Senfe, who agreed^ that both c£ th<an were 
excellent, but were of my Ophiion, that the elder 
was the better of the two, and have ai«en me their 
Vote^ ' accordingly* ^ Iii trueb^ 1 1 hemvc :oae . oaj 
juftlyfiyof him, ^ - ' « 

■ ^' ...... ' .". r f 

Hh Sbap^ is dlvive^ andfois bh Fact^ 

SOy mjhortj isaJlaiout him^ 
4nd if his SbuI with If is Body keeps face^ - 

iVbai Mortal alive coff rout him ? 
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• ■ * 
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T Am infinitely oblig'd to you for your Civility^ 
* and for oflFering to flo me good Offices with the 
Queen. Ever fince I have been in Di(grace, I ne- 
ver dorft write to Her Majefty, to complain of my 
ill Fortune, and make my Innocence appear. The 
Vexation it gave me did not allow me the leaft In- 
termiflion, tul fuch time as you gave me to under- 
flaiid Her Majefty had alk*d for fome of my Plays ; 
i which 
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whith makes hie to flatter tb^ felf, that llie ftill re- 
members that fuch a Wrecdi as I was once iii the 
WorkL During the Troubles of the Regejiqr, my 
unfortunate Reputation made every thing that was 
pruited at Psarii^ whether good or bad, pais under 
my Name. Thb Abufe flill ccntinues, pccwidijflan* 
ding all the Pains I have .taken |p uiideceive the 
WorId« Some iniblent libek agaioft his Eminence 
were iadier'd upon me ; and the Rea(bn perhaps 
was, becaufeainother Gentleman of the. Purple, who 
was. of the contrary FaSion, was pleas'd to honour 
me wizfa his Friendfliip, tho' I lyai both known and 
lov'd by him from a Youth, long before Ihs Reputa* 
tion began to fink at Court. But fiippofe I had been 
fi> UQgratefbi, and fbthoughtlefi^as to.be wanting 
in my Refpe^ to her . Majefly and his Eminence, 
may not a fincere Repentance hope to find that from 
them which it expeds from Heaven ? I am not fo 
vain to aik to be admitted agaiii into her Majefiy s 
good Graces, which the Unhappinefi of the Times, 
rather than anv Crime of my own,^ made me to lo(e» 
I would only befccch her to drop her Indignation 
againft an unhappy Wretch, who has not long to 
live. This would be worthy the Generofity of her 
Soul, and if this great Happinefs ihould arrive to 
me thro' your Mediation and good OflSces, I fhou'd 
be more obKg d to you than any Man living. I 



am^ 



i i/ 



Your moft bumble^ &c. 

Scarron. 
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To thai fait of worthy Genilemeny ani 

my dearlj-lehved Friends ^ Menage and 

. Sarrazjxi, or^ ifjou fleufcy Sarrazin 

• ■ . •. ' • . 

G^Htlemeft and dear Fr tends f. , 

•TO dedicate the fame Book to two Perlbiis, is fd 
^ kill two Birds witb one Stone* I cannot t^ll 
whether I have any Pretence \o go upon this Pre* 
verb, being a. Cripple in my Hands and Feet ; and 
perhaps this b introducing a Novelty in Dedications^ 
which my brother Poe^ v^iU never forgive me. But 
for my part^ never flood upon writinc cor^realy in 
my Lift, x Tis true, I might very well haye fav'd 
my felf i;he Trouble of this Preliminary EpiftW, ha- 
ving trefpafi'd in.this kind too much already, and 
having Bufinefs. enough upon my haiids, if I have 
Conftancjr .enough to fimfli my Virgil Travefiie. 
ThelBook I dedicate to you contains a Thou&id 
Vexfe,' fo tiiere is ^9i, Fiive.hundred apiece for you* 
Imuft Goufefs you delerve ten times more, for wliicl| 
realbn I deflgn'd to have tack'd a fmall Romance 
to them, which I began iomit time ago, by the iame 
Tdcendiatit promisd fine thit>gs,atits firft fetttng 
omt, but by ibme. curled Misfortune, or my owi| 
Fauk,. I could not for the ^eart of me hinder my 
poor Herofrofli t^ing fen^nc d to be bang'd ;. And 

this 



this banging came in (b naturally, {o prettil}', and ail 
that^xhaLl couldnoc chaxige icinta a^qfLX^ther Ad- 
venture without fpoiling the Conclufion of my Ro- 
mance, and fipi^ug againft, thalightj of my own 
Confcience. « ^ -^ ->' i . 

The Duce ont, inftead of expatiating upon your 
FmiJes^.afieQidkig to the^ laudable Cuflom of Dedi- 
cations, I have rambled fo. far fro^i my Subje<S, 
that I don t know how I;ihall be able, to find my 
way hofiie- again- Bprnot toa much of- #)&<? Duaf 
ont neither: Better late th»i nei^^; ;aii4 IfcfideSy 
'tis in my Power to make my Epiflle as long or as 
fhort as I pleafe. ^ Stand fiiir then, Gentlemen, I 
am going to ■ ? commend you' ai hard^ as -I can 
dKve/ jSut, oh my> cruel Deques i i where fliatt I 
begin ? Or, indeed, whcne fiiafrltiot b^fal 7 Forat 

' •-' n plufk a Lilly 6fW'Rcfi^j ' 
\ In drdertoregnU htfir Nof^: 
' Th? f^re^tVdmiyJhifmem .^' , *. 

* ' . Difit^Sis her in berOhoice of ^Sweets.' 

Evn fo your Praifes come foqttick^ 
And croird and juflie infothick^ . ^ 
- That'^ mdy lie^for ei)^r curft. .^ . . . 
Jf I kmm wshkh io mintiOTf fipfii 

Well,* I never w^as (b dfiimAal>ly. puisded in sA my 
Life, thaft^s certain. You arc the tfvp findlGeiJp 
flemen of the long Robe and Ihort Cloalt; iyoaaw 
as much Maitecs of foveign Languages as the SNat 
tives themfelVes^ : . You- te^ow all the Etegaaiciefi of 
^our ow'J n to ■ -Peifeaicin \ ' Yoiu- are 'ttot to/be 
ibatch'd in Verfe or Pfofe 5 ifi fiib«,J ^m»2kt. moxi 
^«ick'fighrcd' than- ali^thei Ciiiicte itt- AeiUmfcdjf 

* • • put 



fwT tdg€thar. • • -Oinfc .^f ypu te an fiamiiAfcfe • hafhd 

at dancmgj'fingifig^ and pkying upon Inftaaneritsi . 

•» • - J 

Andi'iMa Lft/e " • ■ 

WithttFtftfo'dmite, 

J%ai'nU iiiWeri combine - 

• - Bii smi'to mAim • ; 

• ♦•f^ - * t * * * » ■* 

As for Ihootipg, vaulting, jumping thra* a Hoop, 
wreflline, @r.' l^vill fiy nc>thing,' tho* I Xvotild not 
for a Tnoufehd-poonds take jny;corporal Oath that 
you know nothing of thofe Matters : But as for 
Converfition^ all otSic Woridmuft truckle' to you; 
People point at you as you walK along the Stiepts. 
You are -Mrifi raniour*dj and ivcll nrtde, and gra- 
cious, and conrtrous, and' jovial, and liberal • nay, 
yOu <ai^ Viiliant and Amorous, if *t^verc ptit home to 
you,' altho' your Profeffion cxcufe you from the for- 
mer ,- and as fbk the latter, I make tiO queftion but 
diat in your Youthful Days, 

When your Pulfes heat higty 
And calVd jou to toy^ 
Yoii^ were "^otfo^'fiupid 
As to quarrel with Cupid. 

In fliort, you arc tn^ly Virtuous, and that in fo 
€iaQl!d(!n€;Ji jdegree, that ivhen any one has a mind 
to be thought fo^ he cries, / am jufl come from 
Menage, / am going to fee Sarrazin ; Menage ancf 
Szitaam juft now farted with me. And even I, 
who talk to you, when either of you, or both to- 
gether, come to fee me, cannoJ: forbear to acquaint 
afii the World \iix\i it i nay, fomctimes tell it the 

fame 
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lamQ Man twice pr thcicci over, wfajich Imufi own 
to ;ou^ ihews a great deal of Vanity on my fide. 
But don't I make you Uuih ? For I know you are 
as modeft as the Moniiog ; you are Gentlemen diat 
will ealily blufii, and I love and re&e£l you excee- 
dingly for it.. Come, come, don it difquiet your 
ielves, I will brii^ no Scarlet into .your Paces. In 
Ihort, I will perlecute you no longer, altho* 

• ^ Theme Jo fruitful do^siafpire 
The duUffiBeaft mtbgffnrws Fire : 
Vndone'h^ Plenty ^ loft in Storey 
I know not when Ijhouldgive oer^ 

The next Book I do my lelf the Honour to ded^ 
cate to ypu, ( for, if I am long above Ground, I 
)hall trouble you with another Dedication ) I hope 
you U own my Stile is mucji alter'd for the better, 
by reading fome of our modern EpifUe-mongers, 
whom I dare not name, for rear of nkicklt^ an old 
floufe ufott my Head: So good Night to you Gen- 
tlemen. I am, with ail my Soul, 

A^ dear Friends^ 

Your moft humUe^ Sec. 

Scjipron. 
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LETTER LVn. 

' ^0 Monpeur MoiTeau, one of the Kjngs 
moft Honourable Trivy-Council. 



SIR, . - 

THE R^afon why I prefime to dedicate this 
' Book to you, is, becaufe you advis*d me to 
|»tibliih it : j\iid the Reafon why I enlarge opon 
your Praifes, is, becaufe Epiftles Dcdicatoqj:dfe on- 
ly calculated for the Meridian of Pariegyribk.^ A- 
mong the other excellent Qualities that recommend 
you to the World, nothing belongs in a more pecu- 
liar manner to you, than your happy Judgment in 
Ifhe Choice of yodr Friends. None caiQ maSi thap 
honourable Title but Men of Woidi. and Honour^; 
and, to acquire fiich a CharaSer, 'tis enough for a 
Man to be often ieen in your Ccxnpany, or to be 
able to prove, by Witnefles or otherwiie, that be is 
honour'd ivith your Friendflap. 1 have not fo lic^ 
tie Regard to my Reputaticm, but that I am ^^ery 
proud to take tins Opportunity to let the Worid 
know that you are pleased to love me* But. that f 
may not be cenfur'd for commen(fing my &\£ too 
much, I am content the World fhould l&eWire know, 
that I am only one of your Friends by vm of Cour<# 
tefie, (if I may be aUow'd fo to expreis my ielf ) 
vrho is inferioor to all the reft in Merit, but aoc 

in 



in the Efteem and Rcrpea he will eternally preienre 
for you^-whais, . 

« ' * . . : . 

J 

.. - - Scajrron. 
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LETTER LVIII, 

' * » • 

To tha mofi Court ims and Cmi>laifMit 
Qnaintpedey the Lady G^3A\\&[a^:!Kimy 
Sifter's little Greyhound Bitch. 

^ £^ GuilleflRtte, 

I Am an Aathor^^'God fadp me, if a Man may 
be faidto dderve'that Title, \vhq^ Naoae has 
appeared more thaii once in a Tertn*CatalQgu£, and 
at the Fag.en4.of a Gazette, amo]^ Aray'd Horfes, 
and now and diei, dear Nbidaai, amoii^ -(bme of 
your Ladyihip?s finiy'd . RdaciOas. *Tis true, I 
came Tery cheap by this Title, and am /eiifible^ the 
liWe I have -lad Dutiuponit, giyWr me in Juftice 
iio higher iRaAk than that ofaVerlewright, or a 
Tamer ofiBo]ile£iue.Rhi^ j Having made this 
laodeft Adcnowledemmt, J am ^confident you will 
never lay the Sin of Vanity to my dhaf;8C,' and that 
youll hardly imagine^ (if the Pcoverb^nvhiQh (ays, 
No Man is- 4iPropb£t in. his (xvm CwnU%Jx^d& 
-good in you Dogs ) that a Man whom you fee every 

Day 
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.Day in PaftSy where he rWasborn, \\4iofe Htad al- 
ways, hangs on one ficjc, and who never Mdgct 
out of his Chair ; in fiae, ,one that ,was caft in a 
different Mould frora ^he reft of Mankind, has 
Courage enough tp fet pp for jft Modetni Author. 
% Apollo, Guilkffiette^ nothii^ oan , be ,4iuorc 
ftfue ; and by the {zme Apol/o I {wc^rfMoyc^i, 
without any Equivocation ox Referve, that I-iiavc 
no wiczked Defign- upon the, Bays^ 'For .toy pant, 
I am fo &r from fetting up for ft Wit, thait I 
freely and, 'frankly give the W^d l&^fi. to .call 
my Works iiaff^dichs^ T^l^s Ct(fbwsy ox . what 
they )ple«f^ ; ,b^caufe, %b «i>y .grtat Comfoir^^gibun- 

. jdaace of ^moideHi Plays, and Qthot PrQd»<9ionsi of 

jwrMlepOndrrate yVits, defecvfe ;n0 besttor ajNaaiU; 

■ which /I value link, more than I 4o a laft Year's 

•Almanack, wherein we may fefe, jas well as in 

th<9fe i:%% the Death of fome great Man, a 

Statefifian difc^rded, Phillis hang'd in f her G^rjiers, 

and fiichiifep *Qoble Cataftrophes -of i^hc Xheatre. 

. " Now thijfe NoWe Prodqaion? '\MOuld fio^t their 

.very fofenqy be imploy'd tonvrap.-up Bi:«tpr and 

•. Tobagao,: to line Trniics :and Bgaidboaeg, or imakc 

F^r Kises, if no Country r Chapmen cajaae to 

:iBfr«5 ipr if they did iioi make a ihifc to go 

off'Ufidet ihc:Px0t|i9iQn ofifQ«i0 j^iiisable .Plays, 

tdnd jfofiie My^^g'^Biornxm^^. -^il^ em^^ thciir 

..Authors, «i4 fo rofien!. raife a rQlvii War toong 

.our iJookfeJliirsur !.. When !ivb fet iio gre^pt Value 

xipon la STbing,)'^ nfe to fay, iim'Ti^fcai^c*ig(Hui 

'^fwu;^ io'ih thrmJt>».t6 the .Dogs. As'your^Mb- 

•rit mX ficantyrjiicjure you fto^a the fc^d^il of this . 

<Fr(>vt«i>^ Mi|u^ vm ncyec Jbtended#c P0gs c£ 
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your «minent: Quality, fo I only jcited it to con- •; 
viiice the World, what an humble Opinion I hafc 3 
of my own Compo&ions : And although. Madam, | 
you are neither better nor worfe than a Brute, ' 
yet I rather choie to dedicate them to your Lady- 
ihip, than to any of our topping Noblemen, whom 
I fliould certainly diibblige by fuch a Prefumprioh. < 
For I muft tell you, Gtiillemefte, an Author wirhfcj 
n Book in his Hand, is more formidable to oi le 
of diefe worthy Peers ; and the very Sight of him 
terrifies them as much, as a whole Covey of Cre- 
editors at their Lcvcc : Not but that we have 
feme Generous Lords ftill left us, H^ven be 
prais'd for't ; but moft of our modem Authors are 
iiich Idolaters of Money, diat they would much 
iboner dedicate their Works to a Man from whom 
«hcy expcd a round Sum cf Guinea's, tho* they 
don't care if he were hang'd the Hour after, than 
one whom they love and efieem. Thefe fordid 
Imitators of VirgU and Uarace^ that adore a Lord 
meerly for his 1 itle, make no fouple to dub hiim 
zM^ecena^ at fkft daih, and aicribe to him Vir- 
tues he "was never Maikr of^ and all to whe<;dle 
him^out of a Kttk Money, if he has any. <>ie 
^ould almoA . fwear theie Prodigal Som of Apollo 
had a wicked Defigil to ((jtian&r away the wh'6Ie 
Growth of Helicon in one Dedieatioi) : They be* 
Aow Inmortaktjf upon the higheft Bidder, and will 
furbiih ye up a Oemi-god at a MinWs Warn- 
ing, tor a Suit of Ciotnes and a Ipng Perriw^. 
In Ihott, thefe mercenaiy Scribblers plunder the 
' jiuftrious Dead of former Ages, to ttick up fome 
Living Scoundrel of Quality with their Merit ; 
ivliAch ^xdcsable Fiattefy Men of Senfe deipfe, as 

/' thqr 
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they oug^t to do the groffeft Affront. ' Tis fome 
Confolation to the Few righteous and honcH 
Friends of the Mu(es, that thefe fawning Slaves 
are ofcea bilk'd in their Expectations^ and, that 
people have«mc%e Guts in their Brains, than to 
part with their Money for a few naufeons Com- 
^iinenb. Even out Noblemen have found out ,thc 
Trick to give them nothing, and yet give them no 
Ocqifion to complain of them. Some will cry to 
them, Ths God of Verfe froteSl md hlefs you f% 
all sour.Undertakings. Another will treat them 
with as mudi Ceremony as they would a Foreign 
Ambaffador, and wait upon them down, to the 
very Street; that is to: fay, fee them fairly: out of 
their Houfe. . Some. again pay them in the cur*^ 
rent Coin of Parnaffus, giving them Iricenie back 
for Incenfe, and Haaery for Flattery; but the 
Dev'l a Lord of em all will invite them to Dii>* 
ncr,; and this is enough to make a poor Author 
hang himlelf in his Garret : For this .liungiy 
W retch j that flattered himfelf in the MorntnstV 
that he ihouid cram his Belly with my Lordi's. 
Kickihaws and Ragoo's, or thought to treat him^ 
felf moil nicely at an Eating-houie, at the Eje^ 
pence of his raagnifcent Patron, is fbrc*d!to re* 
turn Home to his Quarters poorer than he went 
out, with being at the Charge of binding his. 
I>edication-Book in Vellum or Turkey-Leathers 
Then he exclaims as hard as he can drive, at the 
horrid Ingratitude of the Agb,' or at the iiiarving 
I'ianet he .was born under,: according as he has 
more of the. Poet or Orator in him. I forgot to 
iell you, Right-worihipful GnUlen^it^ that our 
Authors are f ometimcs paid by way^of Exchao^ 

Q 2 ^ - hx 
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in the very &ne Commodity they brosigfat with 
them, and receive no other Reward for all the 
fiiie Compliments they pa& upon their Patron, than 
an Efdflle for an Epifile, era Sonnet for a Son- 
net. Qiir Perions of Quality pccrend they learnt 
this piece cf C6ndu£l of the Emperor .^igujius ; 
but this isr a Trick that is not to be play/d twice 
vith People who are fo iharp a& our Amhors ge** 
]icrally axe r I have tkere&ce pvefiim'd CO dedicate 
my Kook vS yoor Ladyihip, fot the above-men- 
tion d Reafons, or perl^ps fiar otbers: that I have 
no mind to let you know. I already fancy withr 
my fetf, I is,t you gnanving the Strii^ of my 
Sook, tumbliag it about, am tearii^ it in a thoo^ 
&id firolickfoiae Poftums; whidi ples^ me i^»& 
nitely mote^ thaui tl^e cold Reception of a jfupevci-^ 
lioQs Lord, that: won't ib much as tliank me iot 
the Prefent I make him, becaiiie he thinks I have 
the Impudence to expcft. another from hinv Ac- 
corfed be that Poet, ^ I, tbo' he was never i6 
muchaMafies of his Profellion, who firft proftitu- 
i^ the Pzoduffions of his Brain to this infamont 
Ufe, and. badted his Dedications, with Flattery, 
to make the Courc-Gudgeons fwaUow them the 
eafier! Ever finoe our Amhors iiavc fee up the 
noble Trade of Begging in Profe and Verfe, ad 
£piiUe Dedicatory has been looik'd upon to be a 
ibst of a- Challenge ; and if M^cmas • is not s^e 
to put by the Thnaft, he redcons the Man that 
brings it to be no b^ev chan a Pick^pocket, or 
Highwa^^miuiy that bids him' Deliver. Tho' -an 
Anthor prtfents his Trafh to his Pa^on with a 
fmilhig Countenance j yet the other ^koks as mufty 
as a ]^ed:mg Mecdbant ivlwiia-tlnttidEif)^ Bi& k 

drawn 
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drawn ijfoo him ; nay, fome of them have beent 
obferv'd to. look , as pic as a Ghoft, at the very- 
fight o£ a: Kocjc that promised them nothing le& 
than JmmDrtaKtyN Well,, thc^ wicked Dedicator* 
of Books ate moA; Impudent Rafcails, to Ifiaunt tbof^ 
nc^c Lords,: eveifi in their Chambers, and pial{ 
them in bodily Fear, as they do. They Ihould; 
confidcr, ;that thcfe cringing Epifiles, which aifc 
where Nothing is due, are really as much to bet 
^boeaded as aa Exckrution upon Coach and Si^ t 
So that, for my part, I done at all wonder if /tij 
not fo much Pleafiire tio ieci his (^aealogy de-» 
Kiv'd in a diroft.Line from fliSo** or Sarpif^a^f^ 
aai lista.Mortificatbn. to fainr to parr with^ ht3 
Guineas, to' bioy.ithe.'Ai^or a. new Drugget^'Sbin 
Hawevec, I mufV nbsdSr own, 'tis wifely done of 
our Authors, not to wait the Streets in all thofk 
Trappings, wherein we fittd them, at the Frcjntil^ 
piece of their Books. For, oell me, dear Gmlle* 
Vietfe\, Would not^ycNir Ladylhip fall ^a- barking 
moil inordinatdy^ ihould you iee a Man with one 
Sbookler bare, and t'other r wrapt up in humbk 
Drtiggct,. and a Cro^nof i^wuel upon his Head i 
Yet 'tis neither the fear of Dogs, nor the hallow^ 
ing of Children, that n^kes them decline this 
Equipage, for they are only afraid of the furly 
Fellow at the Nobleman's Gate. Did: they^ ooc 
take this Courfe, the Porber would/ Kii^w them^ 
ivho hates fuch as bjieak in upc^a his own Tsadc^ 
and^ beg.>a3 he does^\efpeclallyiit this time of da^ 
when one wotdd dbixd^ our Authors had bound 
themielves^.by an Oath, never to let Foot witbia 
a Houfe diat does not bekiM^ to a Man: of Qc^ 
Jity. There is. nDtfaiag:jelifiJM^^ 

'the 
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the Palaces of our Great Men, but a Shoal of 
iial&Aarv'd Creditor^ in one Comer of the HaH, 
and half a dozen Mendicant Rhimers ia the other ,- 
fo that, conlidering how the Ai&irs go ac preienr, 
I am afraid we (hall -ihordy (ee a$ many of them 
in our Hofpitais, unkfs the Tknes mead, as wouJd 
be fufficient^to .fet up a compieat Academy^ for, 
alas 1 the World is not fo favourable to them a$ 
it has been formerly. I have known theitinije 
tvhen there was not a Poet in the wh(Je Kingdom^ 
that did not hope to make his Fortune by the Mii- 
fes, ais well aa the Abbot des Partes and £01^ 
Jfohrrt, ajid fetietal more of the Poetical FxaternM 
ty had' done before. hiihi, who were advanced to 
Biihopricks and Abbeys> and tbe.'Lord knows what, 
for their fine Writings. With a Pcnfion of Six 
huPtdred Livres a Year tliey made a (hifc to wear 
-good Clothes on their Backs, an^ powder there- 
kIv^s as Kxtratragantiy ,as the mcdi Beau of them 
all j for f which, dear GitillemtU^ 1 muft highly 
eommendthem ; for their Fancy was fb warm, and 
all that, that it made their : Heads fweat moh ctr 
ccllively; feme of thcnv had Silver Spuria and 
feme kept a P/id-N^gj with allits Accoutrements, 
to keep the^ Din from their. Boots : But at this 
prefent writing, both the Buikin and the Gamba- 
does are alike dirty ; atid Ibme of our Poets have 
abdicated :/^^7;!«/7/7^ J f0b good and all, while others 
i^tt fallen in with Players wid Bookfellers.. Whci 
ther it be,- that Necejlty is-tbs Mothsr of hven-- 
tioH, or that Iitvention is in cflcntial part of a I^oer, 
fome of our high-flown Writers were for making 
•Friends in the Trcafury, and apply-d themfelvcs to 
tbofe4vorthy<j^adeoieii,tl9t*part.widitheit Money 
: « as 
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as cafily as tRey get k./ I make ho "qoieflion bqt 

- tbcie Poetical Merchants were lb .profufe, as to be* 

ftcnv all manner of Virtues^ hay, even the Military 

ohes too^ when their hands were in, on theie liberal 

Eublicans, and.atleaft deriv'd their Pedigree from 

' him that was Prky*E«rfe to Chdioft ibeHnky j or, 

, becacUfe he was a Pagan byRcligbn,- from the jNd- 

phew d£ Kti^ Clovisxht Firft*8 Almoner. But thele 

•Politicks, as I have bstw informed, Oidy fucceeded 

with thofe whofe Works had been always received 

With univerial Applau&,, while other, poot Rogues, 

that were fuch Fools as to imitate th^m, only got a 

food Dinner among thefe Sons of Mammon for their 
*ains, and p^rhapa a Surfeit afterwards for eating 
too greedily. There needs no more Wit than what 
your' Lady ihi|) is -Miftrefs- of, J. ihean, than what 
belongs to a^ Dog, to tell me I have praftis^d what' 
I condemn in others. *Tis true indeed, dear Guille^ 
mettey I made bold to dedicate a. Play to a Perfon 
of great Merit and Quality ; but *tis as true, that I 
had the Honour to be ac^u^in^d, long before that, 
with Monfieur the Bailiff of Souvrayy and always 
reipe<fted him, both becaidc he deferves it, andbc-^ 
cairfc he is my particular Friend. 'Tis my Mtsfbr^ 
tune; that I am one of thofe/ unlucky Men who are 
eafily forgotten, when they are not feen : And if 
our moft incomparable Qiieen be flfll pleas'd to con- 
tinue me-thepenfion which Marefehal Scbomb£rg^ 
Lady procur*d me, 'xx& not hecaufe I hav^ now and 
th^a been fo happy as to divert her with my Poe!ry, 
butbecaule.l.am the moft miferable Wretch alive^ 
and affliSed with a cruel Diftemper, which will hot 
terminate but with my Life, no more than a con* 
founded Law-Suit, on whicn my little All depends. 
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Thisof itfelf is •fufficidntyTvithDut being poffds'd 
-with the Devil of Lcwe, to hinder aiMan troni ileep- 
ing, niilefs he took his Hat fiiH oi Oprum befi3re te 
'Went ta KecL But hh impo0ible for my good Hu« 
snour to maintain 4cs Ground nnich longer againfl 
rthe^ melancholy Thoughts^ that dr6p ib unieafbna- 
-blytlomi)fty$eif,andn6wbe^intoiei2«r'nie« Thus, 
ileaf ikulhp»fte>, beihg vieaxf of iittii^g with yov fo 
loh^) I tn(|it e'eti canaade mj DecUckeion abruptlj^, 
Jivichout pp2fiiling «iy Brains to prefent you with fome 
. notabk Connplimenr^ pait»ig> wd teamn in the 
Coosnon Foviq^ 

jyeoff Bitibi 

m • ^ , . s ^ 

, I . . . , - - . 

Voir i^«^-?flJgV l^^yjhip's, 8cC4 

Scarron. 



i t 



f T N J Si 



• . .» .. , , . I > . ♦ 

" . ....I ..\ . \ 

' w 

» .. t : . . . ^ . . 

• . I • J ^ . . . 

Sold by J: kBiS^ri^tinLittk-Britai^ 

THE Ditrcrting Wotks of theOwtefs d'A«bh, 
Author of "7%£' tadie-sTra^ih .t&Spa&i ^ -con* 
' taining,, 1. TL he Memoirs'! of hqr .own' Liftk 
fl. All her Spariiih tSJdteU and'ffirfdries. ID. Her 
letters. tV: Tales of the Fairies in Three Parts 
complcat. . The 'fecond Edition, iiluiftrated with taa> 
ny Cuts, ind newly done iiito EngUflu 



